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This invention relates to the posts or sup-
ports and apparatus used for supporting or
straining nets used in playing the game of
Jawn tennis or the like.

The object of the invention is to provide
an _improved construction which is simpler
and cheaper than that now placed on the
market. ‘ ‘ ‘

According to this invention, net support-
ing and straining apparatus comprises a
chain, to which the net supporting wire or
rope is attached, adapted to engage around a
sprocket wheel mounted at the upper extrem-
ity of the support, said sprocket being
rotated by a ratchet lever against the action
of a pawl or pawls,

The support may consist of three metal

tubes or bars of light section arranged in the
form of a pyramid and rigidly attached to a
base plate.

In order that the invention may be under-
stood, it will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings in which
Figure 1 is a perspective view of one form
of net supporting and straining apparatus
constructed in. accordance with this inven-
tion; Figure 2 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the straining apparatus, and Figure

3 is an end view, drawn to a larger scale, of

the straining apparatus.

The supporting apparatus for the net «
comprises two posts 6 and ¢. Bach post con-
sists of three metal tubes d, d, d, arranged in
the form of a pyramid and rigidly attached

at their lower ends to a base plate ¢ and

their upper ends being connected by means
of a bracket 2. Said base plate ¢ is fitted, on

 its underside, with a hook 7 which is adapted
to enter a hole g formed in the top of an
anchor plate 2 which is adapted to be driven
into the ground and below the level of the
surface thereof. o

At the top of the post b is fitted a stud j
on to which the standing end of the net rope
or wire is hooked. At the top of the post ¢
is fitted the straining device which consists
of a sprocket wheel % rotatably mounted on
a shaft 7 in two of the tubes d. ‘

The said sprocket wheel % is adapted to
receive a chain m which is secured to the
other end of the net wire or rope.

Said sprocket wheel % is rotated by means

of a hand lever n loosely mounted on the

shaft /, a projection o on said lever engaging

a series of depressions or slots p in the side 5

of the sprocket wheel.

¢, ¢ ave two pawls to prevent rotation of

the sprocket wheel % in the reverse direc-
tion, the points » engaging ‘in the slots p.
The slots p on each side of the sprocket wheel
& and also the pawls ¢ arve staggered so
that minute rotary adjustments of the whesl
k can be effected. The said pawls are piv-
oted together at s and are so shaped that the
points ‘thereof always tend to engage the
said slots. ¢, 4, are pivots about which the
said pawls rock.

A squared boss # may be formed on the
side of the sprocket wheel % in order that
the said wheel may be rotated by means of a

-separate spanner or the like, and'in this case

the lever n may be dispensed with.
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With apparatus as above described, it is .

lmpossible for the straining wire to slacken
owing to slip, and further, the said wire can-
not become crippled by winding round a
small drum. The posts being formed of
tubes or bars of light section, can be carried
much easier than those now in use. By sink-
ing the anchor plate, there is no obstruction
when mowing or rolling the lawn or court.

What I claim is:—

1. Apparatus for supporting and strain-
ing lawn tennis and like nets, comprising, a
support, a base secured to said support, a

‘hook on the underside of said base, a

sprocket wheel rotatably mounted on said
support, a chain adapted to engage said
sprocket wheel, a hand lever to rotate said

sprocket wheel, and two pawls pivoted to the «

support and adapted to engage with said
sprocket wheel. . ‘ S

2.  Apparatus for supporting and strain-
ing lawn tennis and like nets, comprising, a
support, a base secured to said support, a
hook. on the underside of said base, a
sprocket wheel rotatably mounted on said
support, a chain adapted to engage said
sprocket wheel, a plurality of slots formed
in each side of said sprocket wheel, a hand
lever loosely mounted on said support, a
projection on said hand lever adapted to
engage said slots, and two pawls pivoted to
said support and adapted to engage said
slots.

8. A lawn tennis net support comprising
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a base plate, a vertical metallic rod secured
to ‘one end thereof, a pair of diagonally ex-
tending metallic rods secured to the opposite

end of said plate, a bracket connecting the.
8 upper ends.of said rods, the upper extremi-.

ties of said diagonally extending rods pro-
jecting beyond said bracket and a sprocket

wheel of a net straining mechanism jour-
nalled within the projecting extremities of

said diagonally extendin‘%l rods. - 10
In testimony whereof he aflixes his signa-
ture. ‘ ‘

EDMUND CLIFTON CARVER.



