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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CLAUDE K.‘ RESH, OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS.

LABEL CABINET AND MOISTENER.

957,378.

To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, Cravpe K. REsw, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Freeport, in the county of Stephenson,
State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Label Cab-
inets and Moisteners; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to devices for hold-
ing and moistening gummed labels and is
preferably termed a label cabinet and mois-
tener.

One object of the invention is to improve
the general construction of devices of this
character.

A second object of the invention is to
provide a novel form of moistener for such
devices.

A third object of the invention is to pro-
vide a means whereby one moistener may be
utilized to moisten labels delivered from a
number of different slots. ’

A fourth object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel form of moistener holding
drawer and delivery chute therefrom.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in general of a cabinet
preferably provided with a plurality of
drawers and having one or more moisteners
of novel construction moving across the base
of the cabinet and so arranged as to moisten
the labels from any of said drawers.

The invention further consists in certain
novel details of construction and combina-
tions of parts hereinafter fully described,
ilustrated in the accompanying drawings,
and specifically set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, like char-
acters of reference indicate like parts in the
several views, and Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a cabinet and moistener constructed
in accordance with this invention, one of the
moisteners being shown in operative position
while the other is shown in inoperative po-
sition. Fig. 2 is an end view of such a cabi-
net. Tig. 3 is a top plan view of the front
of a cabinet constructed in accordance with
this invention. Fig. 4 is a section through
one of the drawers and the moistening appa-
ratus in such a cabinet. Fig. 5 is a view
showing the means employed for holding the
moistener in operative position. Fig. 6 is

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed May 1, 1909.

Patented May 10, 1910.
Serial No. 493,319,

a detail view of the delivery tube for the
labels as seen from the bottom.

The numeral 10 indicates the body of the
casing and this casing is preferably provided
with a plurality of openings 171 arranged
along the front thereof, sald openings be-
ing so disposed that there will be several
horizontal rows, all of the openings in any
one of the rows being in horizontal aline-
ment. The casing 10 is also provided at
its rear end with suitable openings 12 where-
in are held drawers 13 provided with drawer
pulls 14 of any preferred character. To the
upper edge of these drawers are attached
drop strips 15 which fit in suitable rabbets
made in the upper edge of the opening 12
and serve to prevent the drawer being pushed
too far forward. The forward end of the
drawer comes flush with the face of the cabi-
net and the front board 16 is cut away to
allow the positioning therein of a delivery
tube which comprises a top plate 17 having
inwardly bent sides 18 which extend below
the top plate. One of the sides 18 has at-
tached thereto a resilient strip 19 which
normally bears against the under side of
the top plate. The forward edge of the top
plate 17 extends beyond the guides 18 and
1s provided with a cutting edge 20. This
cutting edge is sharpened as clearly indi-
cated in Iig. 4 so that material drawn there-
across may be readily torn off. Through
the sides of the drawer 13 extends a shaft
21 on which is positioned a 1oll of labels as
indicated at 22. In order to prevent this
roll of labels from accidentally unrolling a
spring 23 is held in the drawer and is pref-
erably of what is commonly known as the C
spring type. The middle portion of the
under side of the roll 22 rests on the middle
of this spring and as the paper is unwound
from the roll the middle of the spring rises
up and bears constantly against” the lower
side of said roll. The paper from the roll
22 1s spread out through the delivery tube
and n order to secure this delivery tube on
the front of the drawer there is provided a
cover plate 24 which extends over the de-
livery tube and is securely attached to the
drawer front by means of screws 25.

Mounted upon one end of the casing are
arms 26 provided with angle portions 27
from which extend forwardly directed por-
tions 28. At the opposite end of the casing
are secured straight arms 29 and each of
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these arms is attached to the casing by means
of a pivot screw 30 whereon the arm is rota-
table. The arms are further provided with
slots 81 concentric with the pivot screws 30
and through these slots 31 pass thumb screws
32 which enable the forward ends of the
arms to be adjusted for height. Carried on
the arms 28 and 29 and securely attached
thereto are guide rails 30’. On each of the
guide rails 30" is mounted a moistener com-

prising an outer casing 31 adapted to convey

water or other liquid. Through this outer
casing passes a shaft 32 whereon is held a
substantially semi-cylindrical member 383
provided with a felt or other fabric covering
as indicated at 34. The felt covering is
held upon the member 33 by means of suit-
able bands 35 which pass around the cover-
ing and are received in suitable matches 36
formed in the member 83. This member 33
is rotatable with the shaft and the shaft 32
is further provided with a crank arm 37
adapted to engage a retaining spring 38
when the member is raised to the position
indicated in Figs. 2, 4 and 5. Upon the
bottom of the casing 81 are provided lugs
39 which engage over the bar 80" and serve
to hold the moistener securely on the bar
while at the same time permitting its move-
ment longitudinally thereof. It is to be
understood that there are one oif these bars
and one of these moisteners for each of the
rows of labels and furthermore the size
and proportions of the various moisteners
and delivery tubes with their drawers are
in proportion to the width of the labels.

In the operation of the device when it is
desired to moisten a label contained in one
of the drawers the moistener operable along
the row to which said drawer belongs is
moved to position immediately in front
thereof and the semi-cylindrical member 33
is turned up to the position indicated in
Figs. 2, 4 and 5. The label is then drawn
out and by reason of the arrangement of
the upper member 17 and the felt covering
34 the drawn out label is pressed against the
felt covering and moistened thereby. It
will be noted that this frictional contact
of the label with the felt covering causes the
moistener to rotate so that all parts of the
label are evenly moistened. When the label
has been drawn out its full length it is raised
and torn off against the sharpened edge 20
when it may be readily attached to the bun-
dle or other package which it is desired to
label. The arcuate members 33 are made of
such length around the arc as to accommo-
date the various sizes of labels so that when
the label has been entirely pulled out the
member is allowed to fall back by its own
gravity into the tank and there be moistened
for a fresh label. In this manner the labels
may be moistened along an entire row of
drawers with one moistener while other
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moisteners supply the additional rows.
There has thus been provided a simple and
efficient device of the kind described and for
the purpose specified.

It is obvious that minor changes may be
made in the form and construction of this
invention without departing from the mate-
rial principles thereof. It is not therefore
desired to confine the invention to the exact

form herein shown and described, but it is

wished to include all such as properly come
within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, is:—

1. In a label holder and moistener, a cab-
inet, a plurality of label holding drawers
provided with alined delivery tubes held in
said cabinet, and a moistener supported
from said cabinet and movable into position
adjacent any one of the delivery tubes.

2. In a label holder and moistener, a cabi-
net, a plurality of label holding drawers
provided with alined delivery tubes and
held in said cabinet, a guide bar supported
from said cabinet, and a moistener carried
on said guide bar and movable into position
adjacent any one of the delivery tubes.

3. In a label holder and moistener, a cabi-
net, a plurality of label holding drawers
provided with alined delivery tubes, a sup-
port attached to said cabinet, a guide bar
carried in front of said cabinet on said sup-
port, and a moistener held upon said guide
bar to move longitudinally thereof into posi-
tion adjacent any one of the delivery tubes.

4. In a label holder and moistener, a cabi-
net, a plurality of label holding drawers
held in said cabinet and each provided with
a delivery tube, all of said delivery tubes
being alined, supports pivoted at one end to
the cabinet and provided each with an arcu-
ate slot concentric with the pivet point,
thumb nuts passing through said arcuate
slot to hold the support in adjusted position,
a guide bar carried by said support, and a
moistener carried on said guide bar and
movable into position adjacent any one of
the delivery tubes.

5. In a label holder and moistener, a mois-
tener comprising a tank, a shaft provided
with a crank handle extending across the
tank, a segmentocylindrical member mount-
ed to rotate with the shaft, and a spring fric-
tion catch to releasably hold the said mem-
ber in operative position.

6. Ina label holder and moistener, a mois-
tener comprising a tank, a shaft provided
with a crank handle extending across said
tank, a segmentocylindrical member mount-
ed to rotate with the shaft and provided
with an absorbent covering, and a spring
friction catch to releasably hold the said
member in operative position.

7. In a label holder and moistener, a cabi-
net, a plurality of label holding drawers
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provided with alined delivery tubes, and a
moistener comprising a tank, a shaft pro-
vided with a crank handle extending across
sald tank, a segmentocylindrical member
mounted to rotate with the shaft, and a
spring friction catch to releasably hold the
said member in operative position, said
moistener being arranged to move into posi-
tion adjacent any one of the delivery tubes.

8. In a label holder and moistener, a cabi-
net, a plurality of label holding drawers
provided with alined delivery tubes held in
said cabinet, supports attached to said cabi-
net, a guide bar carried on the support, and
a moistener carried on said guide bar and
movable into position adjacent any one of

8

the delivery tubes, said moistener compris-
ing a tank, a shaft provided with a crank
handle extending across said tank, a seg-
mentocylindrical member mounted to rotate
with the shaft and provided with an ab-
sorbent covering adapted to crush against
one of the delivery tubes when in operative
relation thereto, and a spring friction catch

‘to releasably hold said member in operative

position.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.
CLAUDE K. RESH.
Witnesses:
Jorx D. Cragg,
ArtEur 1. REesm.
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