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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH SEARS, of Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented an Improvement in Boxes
for Spice and other Condiments, of which the
following is a specification:

This invention relates to what are known as
dredge-top spice-boxes; and consists in an im-
provement by which a dredge-top can be ap-
plied to a parallel-sided box, the perforated
cap-plate which opens and closes the perfora-
tions in the box-top having a rectilinear mo-
tion, and being swaged or stamped in coun-
nection with the box-top, as hereinafter de-
scribed, with reflexed edges curved around
depressions in longitudinal ribs or ridges, or
within longitudinal cavities in the box-top, so
as to cause the edges to fit and hug closely to-
gether, and thus prevent the escape of the
finely -powdered contents of the box. The
cap-plate is lheld in contact with the cover
by means of lips, or a rivet or pin project-
ing from the former and working in a longi-
tudinal slot in the latter, or lips on the cover
occupying notches in the edges of the cap-
plate, the length of the siot or notches permit-
ting the requisite movement of the cap-plate
to cover or disclose the perforations, as re-
quired.

In the accompanying drawing, Figurelisa
perspective view of a spice-box illustrating
my invention. TFig.2 is a vertical longitud-
inal section of the same on the line z «,
Tig. 8. Fig. 3 is a vertical section thereof on
the line y y, Fig. 2. Fig.4is a plan of the box-
top, illustrating a modification.

A represents the body of the box, and B
its top or cover, which is made with perfora-
tions b b over its surface, and a longitudinal
slot, d, in its center, the latter being for the
reception of a pin or rivet, e, or suitable lips,
by which the sliding perforated plate C is at-

tached beneath the cover, the said slot limit-
ing the movement of the plate G, and the per-
forations being correspondingly arranged in
the said plate and in the box-top, so that at
one extremity of the movement the perfora-
tions will be open and at the other end they
will be closed. The box-top and the perforated
plate being placed together are swaged or
stamped at one operation into the form shown
in the drawings, the effect of which is to cause
the edges of the cap-plate to spring in close
contact with the cover, so as to form tight
joints.

The cap-plate may, if preferred, be arranged
to work on the outside or top of the cover, in-
stead of underneath, its edges being guided
and held down by lips f, turned up from the
cover, or soldered thereon, and ocecupying
notehes in the edges of the eap-plate. This
modification is illustrated in Fig. 4. - ]

I am aware that dredge-boxes have before
been made with sliding perforated caps, and
that, in some instances, these have been made
of curved form. I therefore do mot claim a
sliding, curved, and perforated cap-plate, ex-
cepting when the same is formed with longi-
tudinal ribs, as herein set forth, causing the
edges of the cap-plate to bear with an elastic
pressure on the box-top, and thus prevent the
entrance and escape of the powdered contents
of the box between the plates.

I claim as new— _

The combination of a box-top and cap-plate,
swaged or stamped together with correspond-
ing corrugations, or ribs and depressions, to
keep them in close contact, the cap-plate hav-
ing a sliding movement upon or beneath the
bex-top, substantially as herein set forth.
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