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To all whowe it nay concern:

Be it known that I, JoSEPH J. WHITE, a citi-
ze% of the United States, residing at New Lis-
boh, in the county of Burlington and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Spacing-Strips for
Floors; andIdohereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention is an improvement in spacing
strips for separating the adjacent portions of
wooden structures in order to allow the access
of air to prevent the accumulation of moist-
ure and consequent rotting of the parts and
it consists in the novel features hereinafter
fully described.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated several forms in which I have contem-
plated embodying my invention and said in-
vention is fully disclosed in the following de-
scription and claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan view
of a portion of wooden flooring with my im-

" proved spacing strip applied to the joist there-
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of,several of the flooring strips being removed.
Fig. 2 represents a vertical transverse section
of Fig. 1 through the flooring, spacing strips
and joists. Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the
upper face of a portion of a joist showing my
spacingstrip applied thereto. Fig.4isasimi-
lar view showing a slightly different form of
spacing strip. Figs.5 to8inclusiverepresent
transverse vertical sectional views of slightly
modified forms of spacing strips,

The object of my invention is to provide a
metallic narrow spacing strip to be used be-
tween the joists and flooring strips of floors,
board walks and analogous wooden structures
to separate the adjacent wooden surfaces so
as to prevent the accumulation of moisture
and to allow the access of air, the said strips

. being so construected as to continually cross
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the grain of the timbers which they engage
80 as not to cut into the same even though &
very thin strip could be employed.

In the drawings A A represent the joists
upon which flooring strips B or the planks of
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a board walk or other analogous construction
are to be laid.

C represents my improved spacing strip
composed of metal which may be cast or rolled
into the required shape or made from sheet
metal as found most convenient or desirable.
These spacing strips may be of any desired
length and are given such a.shape that they
will continually cross the grain of the joist A
upon which they are laid longitudinally.

In Figs. 1, 2 and 3 I have shown the strip
given a curved undulatory form, it being ar-
ranged in a series of compound curves or I
may give it a zig-zag or angular configuration
as shown in Fig. 4. When made in either of
these forms, all parts of the strip will lie sub-
stantially at an angle to the grain of the wood
with which it comes in eontact which will pre-
vent the strip from cutting into the wood when
weight is applied thereto as will be readily
understood.

I may form the strip also in any one of sev-
eral forms in cross section. In Figs. 1,2, 3,
4 and 5 it is illustrated as being formed with
a central vertical web ¢’ having T-flanges
above and below.

In Fig. 6 T have illustrated a modified form
of strip C’ which consists of a vertical web ¢?
provided with laterally extending flanges c®¢?
at each end extending on the sameside of the
web ¢® and this form will be found particu-
larly advantageous in construeting the strip
of sheet metal.

In Fig. 71 have shown a strip C?®consisting
of a vertically disposed web and in Fig. 8 I
have shown the strip C? composed of a ver-
tically disposed web ¢! provided with a T-
flange at one end.

In use the strips will be laid upon the joists
or supporting timbers longitudinally and the
eross pieces or flooring strips B are laid upon
the spacing strips and are thus held out of
contact with the joists or timbers.

It will also be seen that the strips will cross
the grain of the flooring piecesas well as the
grain of the joists or supporting timbers so
that they willnot eut intoeither of the wooden
surfaces which they separate.

It will be seen that by giving the strips the
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curved or zig=zag configuration shown and
describéd that portioiis of gaid stiip will lie
upon either side of a line indicating the lon-
gitudinal axis of the strip.

These spacing strips C may be made iz con-
venient lengths and placed end to end as in-
dicated at « in Fig. 1.

It will be seen that thiese spacing strips sep-
arate the ad;]acent pieces of timber so as to

1o allow the air to circulate between them on
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both sides of the strip thus facilitating the
dryingout of the wooden partsand preventlng
decay and the accumulation of dampness. "

It will also be seen that by holding the parts
separated the dry rotting ot deeay of oné of
the united wooden parts will not be commiu:
nicated to the other,and that such deéay will
be retarded and reduced to the mihimiuam,

Asshownin thedrawings theadjacent parts |
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separated by thespacing strips will besecured
together by nails or sérews in thé usnal man-
ner.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combmatlon with the supporting tim-
bei and woodén flooring boards supported
thereb¥, of a sbacing strlp initérposed between
the said timberand flooring boards, extending
lonrrltudmally comprising a zig-zag web hav-
ing portions exténding across the grain of said
timber and across the grain of the flooring,
substantially as descrlbed

Iii testimoiiy whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two Witnesses.

JOSEPH J. WHITE.

Witnesses:

GEORGE F. WHITE.
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