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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it nown that I, Mary E. Borpas, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Dun-
kirk, in the county of Chautauqua and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
tul Comb, of which the following is a speci-
fication,

This invention relates generally to combs
and particularly to that class known as back
combs.

The objects of the invention are, in a
novel, simple, and positive manner, to hold
a comb securely combined with the hair
against shifting; practically to prevent the
possibility of loss, and to facilitate the posi-
tioning of the comb relatively to the hair.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
13 better understood, the same consists, gen-
erally stated, in a back comb provided ad-
jacent to each end with an elongated orifice,
one of which extends in the dirvection of the
length of the back, and the other approxi-
mately at right angles thereto, and a pin
having its point flattened and deflected at an
angle to its length and operating to lock the
pin in the orifices.

The invention consists further in the va-
rions novel details of construction herein-
after fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification and in which like
characters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts:—Tigure 1 is a view in perspec-
tive of a back comb equipped with the im-
provements of the present invention. Tigs.
2 and 3 are diagrammatic views, displaying
the steps followed in assembling the  pin
with the comb. TFigs. 4 and 5 arve enlarger
detail views of the two end portions of the
back of the comb, showing more particularly
the arrangement of the openings or orifices
for receiving the pin. Fig. 6 is a longitudi-
nal sectional view through the back of the
comb taken through the pin-receiving open-
ings therein.

The comb which may be of any design or
constructed of any suitable material, is, as
usual, longitudinally curved or bowed, and
comprises a back 1 and teeth 2, these parts
being integral or mnot, as may be preferred.
The back is provided with two elongated
pin-receiving openings 8 and 4, which are in
this instance disposed adjacent to the ends
of the back and near its upper edge, al-
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though they may be otherwise located if
found advantageous or desirable and have
their end walls preferably curved to con-
form to the pin. The opening 8 extends in
the direction of the length of the back and
the opening 4 approximately at right angles
thereto, as clearly shown “in Fig. 1, this
arrangement of openings best adapting the
comb for use by persons who ave right-
handed, but by reversing the disposition of
the orifices, the comb may be employed
equally well by persons who are left-handed.
The importance of either of the above de-
scribed positioning of the openings relatively
to the upper edge of the comb will herein-
after appear. )

The pin 5, which may be constructed of
any suitable material, but preferably of
metal, has one end provided with a head 6
of any attractive design, and its other end
flattened and deflected at an angle to the
length of the pin to provide a locking mem-
ber 7, the width and thickness of which is
such as to insure its easy passage through
the openings 3 and 4, but sufficient to pre-
sent an etfective bar to prevent the pin
from working out and becoming lost. The
effective holding of the pin when in opera-
tive position is materially increased by the
angular arrangement of the side walls of the
opening 4 relatively to the pin, it being seen
by reference to Fig. 6 that these are dis-
posed practically at right angles to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the back, providing there-
by two clamping or binding shoulders 8 and
9 which, by frictional contact with the pin,
will prevent it from twrning and thus cause
the locking member to retain the position
shown in Figs. 1 and 6. If desirved, the end
walls of the opening 8 may be so disposed as
to provide shoulders 10 and 11, as shown in
Fig. 6, similar to those above described and,
of course, performing the same function.

In securing the pin in the comb, after the
latter has been positioned in the hair, the
locking member 7 is inserted through the
openings 3 and 4 in the manner shown in
Figs. 2 and 3, and the pin is then turned to
bring the member 7 to the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 4, thereby securely locking the
pin against accidental withdrawal. As will
be obvious, the pairvs of shoulders 8 and 9
and 10 and 11 will present resistance to the
insertion of the pin when the member 7 is
inserted in the opening 4, but this may be
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overcome by bending the comb and holding
it bent until the pin has been properly po-
sitioned.

To remove the pin, it is turned until it
assumes the position shown in full lines in
Fig. 8, whereupon it may readily be with-
drawn.

I claim=—

1. A comb provided adjacent to each end
with an elongated orifice, one of which ex-
tends in the direction of the length of the
back and the other approximately at right
angles thereto, and a pin having its point
flattened and deflected at an angle to its
length and adapted to lock the pin in the
orifices.

2. A comb provided adjacent to each end

- with an elongated orifice, one of which ex-
tends in the direction of the length of the.

back and the other approximately at right
angles thereto, the side walls of the latfer
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orifice being disposed practically at right
angles to the longitudinal axis of the back
to provide diagonally arranged clamping
shoulders, and a pin having its point flat-
tened and deflected at an angle to its
length and adapted to lock the pin in the
orifices.

3. The combination with a comb, of a
retaining pin inserted through the back of
the comb and having its point deflected at
an angle to its length, the deflected portion
lying beyond the back of the comb and in
a plane approximately parallel therewith.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

MARY L. BORDAS.

Witnesses:
Irene E. Morrison,
Al NE :
(Gro. NIEBEL.
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