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STRETCHABLE COVER FOR EXERCISE DEVICE AND / OR EQUIPMENT

1. Field Of The Invention

The present invention relates to exercise equipment; and more particularly to a
cover that encases at least a portion of the equipment to enhance functionality, mitigate

the transmission of germs and facilitate a healthy, hygienic environment.

2. Description Of Related Art

Exercise equipment shared in a gym or club environment can become contaminated with
germs, virus and sweat droplets from users. Particularly, such exercise equipment as elliptical
trainers can involve upper body movement that requires bodily contact with components such as
cylindrical handles. Likewise, some stair climbers, steppers and treadmills involve upper body
contact with handles. These handles frequently become unsanitary, harboring germs and virus
with repeated use.

Moreover, various exercise devices are repeatedly utilized in yoga classes. During these
classes, yoga blocks, mats, and foam rollers come into direct contact with the user’s body. Yoga
blocks are blocks appointed to help an individual hold poses for increased amounts of time,
providing space, length and comfort. These yoga blocks are also frequently utilized for
therapeutic stretches and / or poses. Yoga blocks generally provide basic functions, including
balance and increased flexibility. They help to maintain balance by providing support and
comfort during longer yoga pose positions. Generally, yoga blocks are composed of wood, foam
or cork materials. Wooden yoga blocks are often hollow and are made from bamboo, birch,

maple, pine, balsa and poplar. Wood and bamboo yoga blocks provide excellent support, are
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very durable, and are environmentally friendly; however they are often heavy, uncomfortable to
use, prone to becoming slippery when wetted with sweat, and tend to absorb sweat odors over
time. Cork yoga blocks are generally lighter than wood blocks, and have been found to be
durable, more comfortable than wood, good for extra grip/traction on smooth surfaces (such as
wooden floors), environmentally friendly and absorb somewhat less sweat. Nevertheless, cork
blocks tend to disintegrate over time and, although having porous properties that aid in absorbing
sweat, they exhibit an absorptive rate that causes the blocks to become moist with sweat during
use. Most yoga blocks are composed of various types of foam. Foam yoga blocks are
lightweight, durable, comfortable, versatile and cost effective. They have the disadvantage of
being less environmentally friendly than the wood and cork blocks and, like wood and cork
blocks, also become unhygienic and unattractive owing to the absorption of sweat and body
secretions over time.

Typical yoga blocks suffer from a variety of problems. During use, they become slippery
with sweat; this causes the blocks to become less effective for their intended purpose, and to
even become off-putting for the user. Owing to their construction, the blocks are not machine
washable. Often yoga blocks are used time and again at yoga facilities or gyms without being
disinfected. Such repeated usage in warm environments causes the blocks to become
contaminated with germs, viruses and bacteria. This can be particularly dangerous and
unhygienic, especially during the flu season.

Some examples of covers or devices heretofore disclosed and utilized in an attempt to
make public exercise equipment more hygienic are set forth in summation below:

U.S. Patent No. 5099530 to Scott discloses a washable fabric cover that fits over a

folding exercise or rest mat or pad and can be folded with the pad inside into a compact package
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for carrying. The cover is a generally rectangular envelope having a head portion and a foot
portion. It is enclosed at the end of the head portion and along its opposed longitudinal sides,
remaining open at the end of the foot portion to form a top layer and a bottom layer of material.
A pocket on the top layer at the head portion removably receives a pillow or other articles. A
length of material extends outwardly from the open end to be folded over and substantially cover
the top layer. This length of material serves as a blanket to cover a person laying on the covered
pad; and can be folded and received within the open end in a stored condition. A pair of flexible
loops is secured to the bottom layer to form carrying straps when the cover and the enclosed pad
is in the compact package for carrying. The cover with the enclosed pad is a foldable accordion
style such that the pocket is disposed on an outer side of the folded configuration or can be
folded inwardly upon itself from each end such that the pocket is disposed on the inside of the
folded configuration. Alternatively, the sheet portion may be removable and a second pocket
may be provided on the bottom layer at the foot portion for storing the sheet portion or other
articles.

U.S. Patent No. 5727266 to Pang discloses a disposable pillow or cushion cover formed
by an envelope of air and moisture impermeable material. The envelope encases the pillow or
cushion and provides an impermeable resting surface upon which a user may rest the head or
other body part on a clean, comfortable, fresh, hygienic, fragrant resting surface without having
to change pillows, cushion covers or envelopes. The envelope contains a vent to permit ingress
and egress of air from the pillow or cushion. The envelope also includes a sealable opening to
permit insertion and removal of the pillow or cushion. A facing layer of air permeable material
extends over the resting surface and is secured to the envelope at spaced apart locations to allow

air flow and a degree of relative movement between the facing layer and envelope.
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U.S. Patent No. 6065164 to Swanger, et al. discloses a removable nap mat cover that is
made of two fabric panels and has one end closed with an end fastener. The nap mat slips
between the fabric panels. The end fastener secures the fabric panels together for about 2/3 of
their width defining openings large enough for a person's hand to fit through. The end fastener
prevents the nap mat cover from coming off the mat. The end fastener may be a hook and loop
fastener.

U.S. Patent No. 6751816 to Wechsler discloses an exercise mat ensemble for use in
exercise disciplines such as yoga that involve floor exercises and positions. A vinyl padded
sticky mat is covered with a sheet of washable absorbent fabric that overlays the sticky mat on
all four sides. The fabric sheet may be extended at one transverse end with sufficient fabric that
when folded over more than once it forms a cushion to aid in certain exercises and positions.
When the fabric sheet is placed on top of the mat and the two are rolled together, the fabric
extension encloses the mat within the roll. The extension may also be stitched to form an
envelope or stitched on each side to form channels into which drawstrings are placed, both
capable of forming a case around the rolled mat and fabric sheet. A strap may be added to the
ensemble to assist in certain exercises and positions and also to be incorporated into the rolled
mat and fabric sheet for use as a carrying strap. The fabric extension may also be separate from
the main fabric sheet to increase the number of fold possibilities, to provide added assistance for
specific exercises and positions, and to serve as a meditation blanket. A sheath may be used to
cushion the strap for ease of carrying.

U.S. Patent No. 6766536 to Aarons discloses a yoga support system including a pair of
yoga gloves and a pair of yoga slippers. Yoga gloves cover the hands of a yoga practitioner and

include anti-skid material on parts of the gloves to enable a yoga practitioner to attain and
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maintain postures that involve pressing on a floor or wall. In particular, the yoga gloves may
include anti-skid portions covering an outer part (further from the midline of the hand) of the
yoga practitioner's thumb. The yoga slippers include an anti-skid sole, as well as anti-skid side
portions on their sides. The slippers allow a yoga practitioner to maintain floor contact, with the
feet flat on the floor, or with the feet pronated or supinated. Other parts of the yoga gloves and
yoga slippers are uncovered fabric, which may be a light, breathable and stretchable material.

U.S. Patent No. 7156791 to Edwards discloses yoga grip blocks having one or more
block sections and a grip section that provide support and comfort in the practice of yoga
exercises.

U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20040192523 to Wu discloses a brick for yoga exercising
including a hollow core brick made of plastics and a softwood outer layer covering an outer
overall surface of the hollow core brick. The hollow core brick is a hollow brick of a
predetermined shape with rugged engaging faces on the outer overall surface thereof. The
softwood outer layer is bonded to the rugged engaging faces of the hollow brick core. The
hollow core brick provides improved support for the weight of the yoga exerciser, while the
softwood outer layer provides improved anti-slip effect and comfortable touch.

U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20070219076 to Axelrod discloses a yoga block having two
identical sections which disassemble to form two yoga wedges. The two yoga wedges are held
together in block form by a cylinder passing through both wedges when the wedges are aligned
into the yoga block form.

U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20080229500 to Lin discloses a foam pad including a base
made by foam material. A reinforcement layer is attached to a top of the base and can be made

by fabric; and a cork layer is attached to a top of the reinforcement layer. The cork layer provides
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a better ventilation feature so as to absorb the user's sweat and provide a dry surface. The foam
pad can be easily rolled up.

U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20090062093 to Clark discloses a beanbag yoga block
comprised of a sewn cover and firmly filled with loose flowing, pellet-like material. This new
construction method provides the essential effects of a rigid block or brick, with the added
benefits a soft yoga block provides. The dimensions of the invention do not vary widely from 4
inches (height) by 6 inches (width) by 9 inches (length), which are the predetermined dimensions
of traditional (prior art) yoga blocks and which allow the full functioning of the beanbag yoga
block for its intended purposes. The beanbag yoga block is said to serve all the requirements of
traditional yoga blocks, but additionally provides the following advantages: economical,
environmentally-friendly, wider market appeal, versatility of use, versatility of design, ease and
comfort of use, and domestically produced materials which generate more revenue for the
economy

U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20110131723 to Andrews discloses a combined yoga exercise
mat and yoga exercise strap that are movable to: (a) a hanging position in which the yoga
exercise strap is attached to the yoga exercise mat to facilitate hanging the yoga exercise mat for
washing, air drying and storage, (b) a carrying position in which the yoga exercise mat is rolled
and the yoga exercise strap is positioned about and secures the rolled yoga exercise mat and in
which the yoga exercise strap can be positioned on a shoulder of a person to help carry the rolled
yoga exercise mat, and (c) an exercise position in which the yoga exercise strap is detached from
the yoga exercise mat so that a person can perform yoga exercises with fhe yoga exercise strap

and on the yoga exercise mat.
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U.S. Patent App. Pub. No. 20120260421 to Degregorio discloses a cover for a yoga mat.
The cover has a top surface for contacting a user and a bottom surface for contacting a floor. The
top and bottom surface enclose a piece of yoga equipment. The yoga mat cover may be designed
to absorb sweat, prevent the spread of germs, and be machine washable.

Foreign Patent App. Pub. No. JP2007031922 to Nishi discloses an antislip set for
preventing the slip of hand and foot in fixing a pose in yoga and stretch exercise, enabling easy
grip and quickening the progress by self-study.

Non Patent Literature entitled “Chip Foam Yoga Block Cover” found at
http://www.shophalfmoon.com/Chip_Foam Yoga Block COVER p/13473.htm discloses a
chip foam yoga block cover to protect a chip foam block from wear, grime, perspiration, and
ultraviolet rays. It's also easy to remove and toss in the wash.

Non Patent Literature entitted “Yogamalai Block Cover” found at
http://www.yogaunited.co.uk/yoga-block-cover discloses yoga block covers with zip fastening
for a better fit.

Non  Patent  Literature  entitlted “Yoga  Block  Covers”  found  at
http://www.yogamatstore.com/yoga-block-covers/ discloses washable 100% cotton yoga block
covers to help preserve yoga blocks while adding a soft feel. The yoga block is slipped into the
cover and zipped therein.

Non Patent Literature entitled “Carolina Morning Buckwheat Yoga Block” found at
http://www.exitl5.com/carolina-morningbuckwheatyogablock?language+encicy=USD&gclid=
CKCO-eHujMQCFRYkgQodeTAANQ discloses yoga blocks with zippered removable covers.

Though various covers for exercise devices and equipment, such as yoga blocks, mats

and rolls, have been provided in the art, these covers encounter several disadvantages.
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Specifically, covers can cause the yoga blocks, or devices, to become unstable during use owing
to sliding of the cover on the floor and / or bunching-up of cover material during use. Another
disadvantage with such covers is their tendency to absorb microbes and thereby become
unhygienic during use. It is an object of the present disclosure to obviate the aforesaid
disadvantages and to provide a yoga cover or exercise device cover that is easy to secure on a
yoga mat or roller while also providing a non-slip surface and enhanced microbial properties

conducive to an enhanced hygienic environment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a removable, stretchable cover for exercise equipment.
The removable cover is suitable for exercise blocks, and specifically for yoga blocks, as well as
for foam rollers, exercise balls, mats and handles of exercise machines. The subject cover
provides a barrier against bacteria and germs. It can be composed of antimicrobial/antibacterial
material, such as copper or silver threading, or the like. The cover is constructed of thin,
stretchy, soft material that fits snuggly around a yoga block to provide an anti-slip surface that
enables the yoga practitioner to obtain a better grip, even in warm, humid environments.
Materials the cover is made from, include, but are not limited to, recyclable or recycled
materials, absorptive materials, disposable fibrous materials (i.e. cottons, cellular material,
paper), natural fibers, synthetics such as Spandex/Lycra or similar material and / or combinations
thereof. Preferably, the cover is composed of a material having antimicrobial / antibacterial
properties including a material with an antimicrobial / antibacterial coating or having an
antimicrobial / antibacterial substance integrated within the fibers of the material making up the

cover. Antimicrobial / antibacterial substances include, but are not limited to, a copper or silver
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micro coating and / or fiber integration, including copper or silver threading to ensure
antimicrobial properties even at the cover seams. It is amenable to a variety of unique designs
and patterns, and can be individualized to fit the taste of the user. The stretchy material can be
made in a single size that will likely fit many yoga block sizes and shapes. A zippered, mesh bag
can be provided to prevent loss of the stretchable cover during machine washing operations.

In a first broad embodiment the subject cover has a first, second, two side and two end
walls arranged to form an interior cavity including an opening through which the exercise
equipment is appointed to traverse. The opening is formed as a stretchable slit opening adapted
to expand to engulf the exercise equipment, and contract in a closed conﬁgﬁration when the
exercise equipment is housed within the interior cavity to substantially enclose the equipment
within the cover. At least one anti-slip surface is integrated within at least one of the first wall,
second wall, two side walls or two end walls. The cover is composed of a thin, stretchy, soft
material so that it can be significantly stretched and contracted to snuggly fit over the exercise
equipment. Exercise equipment includes yoga blocks, foam rollers, exercise balls and handles of
arm components of exercise machines.

Other embodiments include variations depending from the aforementioned broad
embodiment. For example, the opening may be located on either the first wall or the second wall,
one of the side walls, or on one of the end walls. The opening may include a covering flap
having fastening means for securing the flap in a closed configuration. Further, the opening may
include fastening means for completely closing the opening. Preferably, the opening is formed as
an elongated narrow slit. The anti-slip surface may be integrated within one of the first wall or
the second wall, first wall and the second wall, or within at least one of the side walls.

Alternatively, the anti-slip surface is integrated within the side walls and / or at least one of the
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end walls. Preferably, the anti-slip surface is integrated within the first, second, side and end
walls so that substantially the entire surface area of the cover includes the anti-slip surface. In a
preferred embodiment, the anti-slip surface is comprised of a plurality of raised portions. Most
preferably, the anti-slip surface is comprised of a plurality of dot formed as small up-raised
structures composed of a friction inducing material, such as rubber, a polymeric material, a
silicon, or other frictional substance so that the cover does not slide on smooth surfaces, such as
hardwood or laminate floors.

Preferably, the cover is composed of a material having antimicrobial / antibacterial
properties including a material with an antimicrobial / antibacterial coating or having an
antimicrobial / antibacterial substance integrated within the fibers of the material making up the
cover. Antimicrobial / antibacterial substances include, but are not limited to, a copper or silver
micro coating and / or fiber integration, including copper or silver th;eading to ensure
antimicrobial properties even at the cover seams. In another embodiment, at least one wall, either
the first wall or second wall or both, includes an absorptive cloth layer, such as cotton, or terry
cloth. The cover is preferably composed of an elastic material, such as spandex, Lycra, nylon, or
similar elastic materials. A mesh carry bag may be provided for carrying and housing the cover
when not in use. Also, a yoga strap may be provided.

In another embodiment, a removable cover for exercise devices, comprises: a) a
stretchable cover having a first wall, a second wall, two side walls and two end walls arranged to
form an interior cavity; b) the interior cavity including an opening through which an exercise
device is appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily housing the exercise device within
the cavity; c) the opening being formed as a slit and being a stretchable opening formed as an

elongated narrow slit adapted to expand to engulf the exercise device when being inserted, and

10
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contract in a closed configuration when the exercise device is housed within the interior cavity,
wherein the opening substantially closes over the exercise device so that it is substantially
completely enclosed within the cover; d) at least one absorbent surface being integrated within at
least one of the first wall, second wall, two side walls or two end walls; and ¢) the cover being
composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be significantly stretched and contracted
to snuggly fit and cover the exercise device. Preferably, the cover is formed as an elongated tube
sleeve and the exercise equipment is a foam roller. Alternatively, the cover is formed as a circle
and the exercise equipment is an exercise ball. In another embodiment, the cover is formed as a

truncated tube sleeve and the exercise equipment is an arm handle of an exercise machine.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The advantages and features of the present disclosure will become better understood with
reference to the detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
wherein like elements are identified with like symbols, and in which:

Fig. 1a illustrates a front top plan view of an embodiment of the stretchable cover;

Fig. 1b illustrates a back top plan view of the embodiment shown in Fig. 1a;

Fig. 1c illustrates a view of a side wall of the embodiment shown in Fig. 1a;

Fig. 1d illustrates a view of an end wall of the embodiment shown in Fig. 1a;

Fig. le illustrates a cross-sectional view taken at x—x in Fig. 1a;

Fig. 2a illustrates a top plan view of the embodiment of Fig. 1a-1e wherein the cover is
ready to be placed on a yoga block;

Fig. 2b shows the cover being stretched while the yoga block is being placed therein;

11
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Fig. 2¢c shows the yoga block housed within the cover;

Fig. 3 illustrates a top plan view of an embodiment wherein the stretchable cover is
provided with a pouch and an alternative yoga strap;

Fig. 4a shows a top plan view of another embodiment of the cover when not in use;

Fig. 4b shows the cover stretched to accommodate and house a yoga block;

Fig. 5 illustrates a top plan view of another embodiment of the cover wherein the cover is
disposable and includes a tab covering an adhesive;

Fig. 6 illustrates a top plan view of another embodiment of the stretchable cover wherein
the cover opening is located on an end wall and the opening includes an elastic band therein;

Fig. 7 illustrates a top plan view of an embodiment of the stretchable cover applied to
form a mat with yoga blocks placed therein;

Fig. 8a shows a top plan view another embodiment of the cover, wherein the cover is
formed as an elongated tube sleeve and the exercise equipment is a foam roller;

Fig. 8b shows the cover of Fig. 8a stretched to accommodate and house a foam roller;

Fig. 9a shows a top plan view of another embodiment of the cover, wherein the cover is
formed as a truncated tube sleeve and the exercise equipment is a handle of arm components of
an exercise machine;

Fig. 9b shows the cover of Fig. 9a stretched to accommodate and house the handles of
arm components of an exercise machine;

Fig. 10a shows a top plan view of another embodiment of the cover, wherein the cover is
formed as a circle and the exercise equipment is an exercise ball; and

Fig. 10b shows the cover of Fig. 10a stretched to accommodate and house an exercise

ball.

12
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISCLOSURE

The best mode for carrying out the present disclosure is presented in terms of the
embodiment, herein depicted in the Figures. The embodiment(s) are described herein in detail for
illustrative purposes and may be subject to many variations. It is understood that various
omissions and substitutions of equivalents are contemplated as circumstances may suggest or
render expedient, but are intended to cover the application or implementation without departing
from the spirit or scope of the present disclosure. Further, it is to be understood that the
phraseology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose of the description and should
not be regarded as limiting. Any headings utilized within the description are for convenience
only and have no legal or limiting effect.

The terms “a” and “an” herein do not denote a limitation of quantity, but rather denote
the presence of at least one of the referenced item.

The subject stretchable cover provides a barrier against bacteria and germs. It can be
composed of antimicrobial/antibacterial material, such as copper or silver threading, etc. In
addition, it is constructed of thin, stretchy, soft material that fits snuggly around the yoga block
to provide an anti-slip surface that provides a better grip, even in warm, humid environments.
The stretchable cover is made from recyclable or recycled materials, and can be made from
Spandex/Lycra or similar material. It is amenable to a variety of unique designs and patterns,
and can be individualized to fit the taste of the user. The stretchy material can be made in a
single size that will likely fit many yoga block sizes and shapes. A zippered, mesh bag can be

provided to prevent loss of the stretchable cover during machine washing operations.

13
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A yoga block cover is provided by way of the subject invention. Figs. 1a — 1e illustrate an
embodiment of the cover. Specifically, Fig. 1a illustrates a front top plan view; Fig. 1b illustrates
a back top plan view; Fig. 1c illustrates a view of a side wall; Fig. 1d illustrates a view of an end
wall; and Fig. le illustrates a cross-sectional view taken at x—x in Fig. la. Figures 2a — 2¢
illustrate application of the embodiment of Figures 1a-1e on a yoga block. Particularly, Fig. 2a
illustrates a top plan view of the embodiment of Fig. 1a-l1e wherein the cover is ready to be
placed on a yoga block; Fig. 2b shows the cover being stretched while the yoga block is being
placed therein; and Fig. 2¢c shows the yoga block housed within the cover. Figure 3 illustrates an
embodiment wherein the stretchable cover is provided with a pouch and an alternative yoga
strap. Figures 4a-4b illustrate another embodiment of the stretchable cover wherein the material
used to form the cover includes anti-slip or frictional surface elements. Fig. 4a shows the cover
when not in use; Fig. 4b shows the cover stretched to accommodate and house a yoga block.
Figure 5 illustrates another embodiment of the cover wherein the cover is disposable and
includes a tab covering an adhesive. Figure 6 illustrates another embodiment of the stretchable
cover wherein the cover opening is located on an end wall and the opening includes an elastic
band therein. Lastly, Figure 7 illustrates an embodiment of the stretchable cover applied to form
a mat with yoga blocks placed therein.

Referring to Figs. la-le, 2a-2c and Fig. 3, an embodiment of the stretchable cover is
shown generally at 10, comprising a cover 10’ having a first wall 11, a second wall 12, two side
walls 13 and two end walls 14 arranged to form an interior cavity 15. Interior cavity 15 includes
an opening 16 through which an exercise block or yoga block 30 is appointed to traverse for
receiving and temporarily housing yoga block 30 within cavity 15. Opening 16 is located on first

wall 11 and is formed as a slit or stretchable opening expanding to engulf yoga block 30 when
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the block is being inserted, and contracting in a closed configuration when yoga block 30 is
housed within the interior cavity 15. Cover 10’ includes at least one anti-slip surface integrated
within first wall 11, second wall 12, the two side walls 13 or the two end walls 14. Herein, an
anti-slip surface is integrated within first wall 11, second wall 12, the two side walls 13 and the
two end walls 14, herein shown as a plurality of dots 20°. Dots 20’ are preferably composed as
small up-raised dot structures composed of a friction inducing material, such as rubber, a
polymeric material, a silicon, or other frictional substance so that the cover 10’ with block 30
therein does not slide on smooth surfaces, such as hardwood or laminate floors. Cover 10’ is a
compact cover that stretches to cover a yoga block providing sanitary, aesthetic, comfort, sweat
absorption and anti-slip functions, protecting a user from germs, bacteria, sweat and viruses.
Cover 10’ is machine washable, and is preferably composed of an antimicrobial / antibacterial
material with copper or silver threading to ensure antimicrobial properties even at seams of the
cover. Antimicrobial textile treatment that durably binds effective antimicrobial ingredients to
textiles that inhibit the growth of bacteria on and in the fabric may be utilized in making the
cover 10°. In an alternative embodiment, at least one wall, either the first wall 11 or second wall
12 or both, includes an absorptive cloth layer, such as cotton, or terry cloth.

Cover 10’ is composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be stretched to
snuggly fit and cover yoga blocks 30 having a variety of sizes and shapes. Preferably, cover 10’
is made from recycled materials, and material having significant elasticity so that it is a small
non-cumbersome cover when not in use as illustrated in Fig. 2a capable of stretching to cover
and accommodate yoga blocks 30 of all standard block sizes, as illustrated in Fig. 2b and 2c.

Cover 10’ materials include spandex, Lycra, nylon, or similar elastic materials.

15
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Referring to Fig. 3, preferably a bag or pouch 40 is provided for housing cover 10’ when
it is not in use. Bag or pouch 40 is preferably made of a mesh material for breathability and is
provided with a zipper 41. A coordinating lightweight yoga strap 42 may also be provided with
the cover 10’ and bag 40, that is antibacterial and machine washable as well. Cover 10’ can be
washed in the zippered mesh bag 40 for protection and to prevent loss during laundering. A strap
42 may be provided for ease in carrying bag 40.

Referring to Figures 4a-4b, there is shown another embodiment of the stretchable cover
wherein the material used to form the cover includes anti-slip or frictional surface elements
integrated therein. Fig. 4a shows the cover when not in use; Fig. 4b shows the cover stretched to
accommodate and house a yoga block. In the embodiment shown, cover 110° has a first wall
111, a second wall 112, two side walls 113 and two end walls 114 arranged to form an interior
cavity 115. Interior cavity 115 includes an opening 116 through which an exercise block or yoga
block 130 is appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily housing yoga block 130 within
cavity 115. Opening 116 is located on first wall 111 and is formed as a slit or stretchable opening
expanding to engulf yoga block 130 when the block is being inserted, and contracting in a closed
configuration when yoga block 130 is housed within the interior cavity 130. Cover 110’ includes
anti-slip surface 120’ integrated within first wall 111, second wall 112, the two side walls 113
and the two end walls 114 so that the entire cover 110’ is substantially covered with the anti-slip
surface. Anti-slip surface 20’ is preferably composed as a plurality of up-raised structures
composed of a friction inducing material, such as rubber, a polymeric material, a silicon, or other
frictional substance so that the cover 110’ with block 130 therein does not slide on smooth
surfaces, such as hardwood or laminate floors. Cover 110’ is a compact cover that stretches to

cover a yoga block providing sanitary, aesthetic, comfort, sweat absorption and anti-slip
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functions, protecting a user from germs, bacteria, sweat and viruses. A strap 142 may be
provided for ease in cover 110’.

Referring to Figure 5 there is illustrated another embodiment of the cover wherein the
cover is disposable and includes a tab covering an adhesive. Disposable cover 210’ has a first
wall 211, a second wall 212, two side walls 213 and two end walls 214 arranged to form an
interior cavity 215 with an opening 216 for receiving a yoga block. Opening 216 is located on an
end wall 214 and is formed as an aperture with an elongated portion 217 that includes an
adhesive strip 218 with a peel tab 219 thereon. When in use, a yoga block is inserted within
opening 216 into cavity 215. After the block is inserted within the cavity 215, peel tab 219 is
peeled from adhesive strip 218 to expose an adhesive surface, and the adhesive surface of
elongated portion 217 is adhered to a local area 211° of first wall 211. After use, the cover can
readily be torn from or removed from the yoga block and discarded. Preferably, the cover 210’ is
composed of a paper fiber and includes anti-slip frictional elements 220’ thereon, such as rubber,
silicone, or polymeric frictional materials.

Referring to Figure 6, there is illustrated another embodiment of the stretchable cover
wherein the cover opening is located on an end wall and the opening includes an elastic band
therein. Cover 310’ has a first wall 311, a second wall 312, two side walls 313 and two end walls
314 arranged to form an interior cavity 315 with an opening 316 for receiving a yoga block 330.
Opening 316 is located on an end wall 314 and is formed as an aperture with an elastic band 317
therein. When in use, a yoga block is inserted within opening 316 into cavity 315. After the
block is inserted within the cavity 315, elastic band 317 contracts to mostly close, so that the

block 330 is substantially closed and housed within cavity 315.
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Referring to Figure 7, there is shown an embodiment of the stretchable cover applied to
form a mat with yoga blocks placed therein. The mat construction is similar to that discussed
hereinabove regarding Figs. 1a-le. Cover 410’ has a first wall 411, a second wall 412, two side
walls 413 and two end walls 414 arranged to form an interior cavity 415 with an opening 416 for
receiving a plurality of yoga blocks 430. When in use, yoga blocks 430 are inserted within
opening 416 into cavity 415 and placed at each corner, as shown.

The subject stretchable cover provides a compact cover that is stretchable to cover a yoga
block for sanitary, aesthetic, comfort, sweat absorption and anti-slip purposes. For sanitary
purposes, the stretchable cover protects the user from germs, bacteria, sweat and viruses that
would otherwise be present on a used yoga block. Machine washing ability allows the stretchable
cover to be utilized and regularly washed to create and maintain a fresh, clean surface. In one
embodiment the stretchable cover is preferably composed of an antimicrobial / antibacterial
material with copper or silver threading to ensure antimicrobial properties even at seams of the
cover. In another embodiment, the stretchable cover includes an anti-slip surface. For example,
the anti-slip surface can comprise at least a portion of an exterior surface having rubber,
polymeric, silicon, or other friction material portions — preferably arranged as a plurality of dots
— to provide an anti-slip surface and / grip surface on the cover. The stretchable cover is
composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be stretched to snuggly fit and cover
yoga blocks having a variety of sizes and shapes. To enhance environmental aspects, in another
embodiment, the stretchable cover is made from recycled materials. Materials utilized to make
the stretchable cover have significant elasticity so that when being carried or otherwise not in
use, it is a small non-cumbersome cover; conversely, owing to the significant elasticity of the

cover, it can be stretched to cover and accommodate all standard yoga block sizes. These
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materials include spandex, Lycra, or similar elastic materials. Unique designs and patterns can be
utilized on the cover, including encouraging words, such as inhale, exhale, breathe, release,
stretch, namaste, ohm, shanti, and / or pictures of mala beads, lotus and Buddha etc. In another
embodiment, the stretchable cover includes a small, thin, bag that is machine washable.
Preferably, the bag or pouch is made of a mesh material for breathability and is provided with a
zipper and a coordinating lightweight yoga strap that is antibacterial and machine washable as
well. Accordingly, the subject stretchable cover and strap can be washed in the zippered mesh
bag for protection and to prevent loss.

Figures 8a and 8b illustrate an embodiment of the cover wherein the cover is formed as
an elongated tube sleeve and the exercise equipment is a foam roller. Fig. 8a shows a top plan
view prior to insertion of a foam roller; Fig. 8b shows the cover of Fig. 8a stretched to
accommodate and house the foam roller. In the embodiment shown, cover 810 is formed as an
elongated tube sleeve having a tube wall 811 and two end walls 814 arranged to form an interior
cavity 815. Interior cavity 815 includes an opening 816 through which a foam roller 830 is
appointed to traverse for reéeiving and temporarily housing foam roller 830 within cavity 815.
Opening 816 is preferably located on one of the end walls 814 and is formed as a slit or
stretchable opening expanding to engulf roller 830 when it is being inserted, and contracting in a
closed configuration when roller 830 is housed within the interior cavity 815.

Preferably, cover 810 includes at least one anti-slip surface 820 integrated within the wall
811. Preferably, in this embodiment the anti-slip surface 820 is integrated within the interior 815
of the wall 811 so that the foam roller 830 does not slip or slid around within the cover 810 when
the roller 830 is being used. Conversely, preferably the exterior surface of cover 810 is smooth

for ease in rolling and using. In the embodiment shown, anti-slip surface 820 is a frictional
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segment of material or material having a frictional coating thereon. Cover 810 is a compact cover
that stretches to cover a foam roller providing sanitary, aesthetic, comfort, sweat absorption and
protects a user from germs, bacteria, sweat and viruses. It is machine washable, and is preferably
composed of an antimicrobial / antibacterial material with copper or silver threading to ensure
antimicrobial properties even at seams of the cover. Antimicrobial textile treatment that durably
binds effective antimicrobial ingredients to textiles that inhibit the growth of bacteria on and in
the fabric may be utilized in making the cover 810. In an alternative embodiment, an absorptive
cloth layer may be provided, such as cotton, or terry cloth.

Fig. 9a shows a top plan of another embodiment of the cover, wherein the cover is
formed as a truncated tube sleeve and the exercise equipment is a handle of arm components of
an exercise machine. Fig. 9b shows the cover of Fig. 9a stretched to accommodate and house the
handles of arm components of an exercise machine. In the embodiment shown, cover 910 is
formed as a truncated tube sleeve having a tube wall 911 and two end walls 914 arranged to form
an interior cavity 915. Interior cavity 915 includes an opening 916 through which a handle 930 is
appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily housing handle 930 within cavity 915.
Opening 916 is preferably located on one of the end walls 914 and is formed as a slit or
stretchable opening expanding to engulf handle 930 when it is being inserted, and contracting in
a closed configuration when handle 930 is housed within the interior cavity 915.

Preferably, cover 910 includes at least one anti-slip surface 920 integrated within the wall
911. Preferably, in this embodiment the anti-slip surface 920 is integrated on the exterior surface
of wall 911 so that the user’s hands feel comfortable on cover 910 when grasping handle 930.
Cover 910 is a compact cover that stretches to cover handle 930 providing sanitary, aesthetic,

comfort, sweat absorption and protects a user from germs, bacteria, sweat and viruses. It is
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machine washable, and is preferably composed of an antimicrobial / antibacterial material with
copper or silver threading to ensure antimicrobial properties even at seams of the cover.
Antimicrobial textile treatment that durably binds effective antimicrobial ingredients to textiles
that inhibit the growth of bacteria on and in the fabric may be utilized in making the cover 910.
In an alternative embodiment, an absorptive cloth layer may be provided to combat sweaty
hands, such as cotton, or terry cloth.

Fig. 10a shows another embodiment of the cover, wherein the cover is formed as a circle
and the exercise equipment is an exercise ball. Fig. 10b shows the cover of Fig. 10a stretched to
accommodate and house exercise ball. In the embodiment shown, cover 1010 is formed as a
circular or spherical cover formed with an interior cavity 1015. Interior cavity 1015 includes an
opening 1016 through which an exercise ball 1030 is appointed to traverse for receiving and
temporarily housing exercise ball 1030 within cavity 1015. Opening 1016 is preferably formed
as a slit or stretchable opening expanding to exercise ball 1030 when it is being inserted, and
contracting in a closed configuration when exercise ball 1030 is housed within the interior cavity
1015. Preferably, cover 1010 includes at least one anti-slip surface 1020 on the exterior; and
another anti-slip surface 1020’ on the interior. Preferably, in this embodiment the anti-slip
surface 1020, 1020’ is integrated on the exterior surface as well as on the interior surface of
cover 1010 to prevent the ball 1030 from slipping or shifting within the cover 1010 and prevent
the cover 1010 and ball 1030 from sliding or slipping on a floor surface.

The foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments of the present disclosure have been
presented for purposes of illustration and description. Each of the covers set forth can be
modified in size, color and material without departing from the scope of the invention. They are

not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the present disclosure to the precise forms disclosed, and
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obviously many modifications and variations are possible in light of the above teaching. The
exemplary embodiment was chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of the
present disclosure and its practical application, to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best
utilize the present disclosure, and various embodiments with various modifications as are suited
to the particular use contemplated. These embodiments, as well as the modifications and
variations thereof, are intended to fall within the scope of the invention, as defined by the

subjoined claims.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1.

A removable cover for exercise equipment, comprising:

a. a stretchable cover having a first wall, a second wall, two side walls and two end
walls arranged to form an interior cavity;

b. said interior cavity including an opening through which said exercise equipment
is appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily housing said exercise
equipment within said cavity;

c. said opening being formed as a slit and being a stretchable opening adapted to
expand to engulf said exercise equipment when being inserted, and contract in a
closed configuration when said exercise equipment is housed within said interior
cavity, wherein said opening substantially closes over said exercise equipment so
that 1t is substantially completely enclosed within said cover;

d. at least one anti-slip surface integrated within at least one of said first wall,
second wall, two side walls or two end walls; and

e. said cover being composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be
significantly stretched and contracted to snuggly fit and cover said exercise
equipment.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover is formed as
a rectangle or square and said exercise equipment is a yoga block.
A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover is formed as

an elongated tube sleeve and said exercise equipment is a foam roller.
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A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover is formed as
a circle and said exercise equipment is an exercise ball.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover is formed as
a truncated tube sleeve and said exercise equipment is an arm handle of an exercise machine.
A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said opening is located
on either said first wall or said second wall.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said opening is located
on one of said side walls or end walls.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said opening includes a
covering flap, said flap having fastening means for securing said flap in a closed
configuration.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said opening is formed
as an elongated narrow slit.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface is
integrated within said first wall and said second wall.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface is
integrated within said side walls.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface is
integrated within said end walls.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface is
integrated within said first, second, side and end walls thereby substantially covering said

cover in its entirety.
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A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface
comprises of a plurality of raised portions.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said anti-slip surface
comprises a friction inducing material selected from said group consisting of rubber, a
polymeric material, a silicon, and other frictional substance so that said cover does not slide
on smooth surfaces.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover includes
antimicrobial / antibacterial properties.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein at least one wall
includes an absorptive cloth layer appointed to absorb sweat.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1, wherein said cover is composed
of an elastic material.

A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 1 comprising a mesh bag for
housing and carrying said cover when not in use.

A removable cover for exercise devices, comprising;

a. a stretchable cover having a first wall, a second wall, two side walls and two end
walls arranged to form an interior cavity;

b. said interior cavity including an opening through which an exercise device is
appointed to traverse, for receiving and temporarily housing said exercise device
within said cavity;

c. said opening formed as a slit and being a stretchable opening formed as an
elongated narrow slit adapted to expand to engulf said exercise device when being

inserted, and to contract into a closed configuration when said exercise device is
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housed within said interior cavity, wherein said opening substantially closes over
said exercise device so that it is substantially completely enclosed within said
cover;
d. at least one absorbent surface integrated within at least one of said first wall,
5 second wall, two side walls or two end walls; and
e. said cover being composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be
significantly stretched and contracted to snuggly fit and cover said exercise
device.
21. A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 20, wherein said cover is formed as
10 an elongated tube sleeve and said exercise equipment is a foam roller.
22. A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 20, wherein said cover is formed as
a circle and said exercise equipment is an exercise ball.
23. A removable cover for exercise blocks as recited in claim 20, wherein said cover is formed as
a truncated tube sleeve and said exercise equipment is an arm handle of an exercise machine.

15

26



PCT/US2016/000023

WO 2016/175904

1/13

X -4

Fig. 1a

o o N
— — (09) o
- — N
I un
/1 /
1 : ! { N\
(7 R N
o o o o oo o o'
o O O O 0 O O O
o o O 0O 0O 0 O o_x
--0--0--}--0---0--0---0--0--0-+}
o o ©O 0 0 0 O O !
o o O 0 O 0 ;0 O:
f/ |||||||||| ¥ It .44 ........ v
VY.
—
Vo)
—

0
|~ 10’
11

1. 15
'//'13
\20'

14
>
O
(o]
(o]
o -
O
o)
(o] o1
o O

O
®)
el ¢ by
o
o
o
o

o
o
-0
o
o
0]
o
o
o

O O n O O O O O o
¥
o O ol o 0 0o o o0 o©
— "_
]
!
o0 o o O 0O O 0{0 O
i i \ )
A v === o=</ y,

~~— 14
]
12—

~— 14




WO 2016/175904

Fig. 1c

00000
00000
00000
00000
00000
OOOOE
00000
00000
00000
00000
[0C0000
00000

20’

PCT/US2016/000023

2/13

Fig. 1d

10’

ﬂ

OCO0OO0OO0O0O0O0O0O0O0OO0OOO
OO0 O0OO0O0O00DO0O0OO0OO0O0O0 O]

L oD OO0 0000000000
OO O OO0 00000 0Q0Q0Q Q

Fig. 1le

14

16—

11

20’

T

L= )

VoY

A

/’14



PCT/US2016/000023

WO 2016/175904

3/13

Fig. 2a

- ~-,

-

llllll

o

(o]

[o]

o]

© 0 0 o o o

o 0 0o o o o

o O 0 o ©0 o

Qcoooo

1 1‘/

10’

LT -~ -~ A
PR RNV IR 1
1 fo o O.. //_
T Pyl K
—4

”

\

\

\}

]

)
™M <
i !



PCT/US2016/000023

WO 2016/175904

4/13

Fig. 2c

16

11

. 000000 O\
h 00000 O\
! 0000 QOLON
] " [\ I
muoo ' 0o o ﬂo, &
! O_ I .rsn-\ r_‘
' By
" Y9 o o g o !
1 ' N
_000 “ O o
o © © QvO.
| OO“ N n.s)\_
i w O 0 d- 0
) [y
to, Y
' O o o q G
b, 9 P AN
(o) _ I
_ﬁo ' 0 0 0 ‘ogd
¥ OO ] "\ r\.”_k
5 4 o o dhod
_OO ] __ N -
, Oyl © o o Yu
D q ”n\,.r N
o, | o o d co.\"
ol o.M
0 0" "\I\m.\ "
fo, | © o g “o.
b 9 K
9. 1..0._0_ 0"®.
SOV TTTETTIN Y
1100" g WERVRY) N Y
oo v g
4.- lllllllllllll IL

-



WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

5/13

Fig. 3




PCT/US2016/000023
6/13

WO 2016/175904

142

114

-3
5

Lm0

5%

9

q

o4

-

T

«

2

¥t

SRy

et
1
P S0

Fig. 4a

116

113



PCT/US2016/000023

WO 2016/175904

7/13

Fig. 4b

116

111

120’ TN

RE, SR L




WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

8/13

Fig. 5
v
218 N _ L

216 f
(o}

211 —

210’
(@)
220’ ° § 213
—°
211
o -~
212" | © 215
(o]
(0]

0O O 0O 0o o o oo o
0O O 0O 0O o o oo o
O 0O 0O 0o 0o O oo o
O 0O 0O o 0o o oo o

OQO\OOOOOO

213




WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

9/13
Fig. 6
311 310’
f// / 316
_________________________________ A
; i e 317
| 1 314
- A || £
313 — [l i S S— /

330



PCT/US2016/000023

10/13

e

O O

o
o
o
Lo 2. e %% 2 .
o O
o
o

O
o
o]
o)
O
o
O

@)
o
O

o
o
o)
o
O
o
O

~— 414
430
/410'
©o o o o o o | 411
f413
\430

'
)
O
!
]
P
)
(o
o
@)
o)
O

L Gy |

Fig. 7

WO 2016/175904

N
416—"|
420’ TN




WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

11/13

Fig. 8a
810

820
820 ... k \
814 ) N

\
—;-,-v\v -rn—q-—d-!- D A I Sy Sl by S

X Yo 4 3
L \’_7'“_:_'_‘.‘_.__\‘ "ﬁM! v)_:_:-v_.l_...:'o-,', LT A

\
\

'-‘n‘-—-ﬁy "-:— —-—}'—/ 1:—“—1&' M‘ --’o-

. = 814

Fig. 8b
830 820 810

g4 K ; Y

P i e e

'-F,qb--—‘--—--r ',-ﬂ pq—.—w-——’q- 7
4&“— —— ol i i e ot it e b o o'

X 2 L r' rg s K
'.a"f-l X'" v,». atﬁ)' $eh gt s

1

1

g3 ".l;a’ o ,ln AR \,gl,
,‘hh-\- i e s 1 B u’.n——n. ‘Z.____.... PRGN --"_

814

x\ \\\_ 816




WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

12/13

915"




WO 2016/175904 PCT/US2016/000023

13/13

Fig. 10a




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No.
PCT/US 16/00023

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

CPC - A47G 9/06, A47G 27/0206, A47G 27/0237, A63B 21/18,

IPC(8) - A47G 9/06, A63B 26/00, B23P 11/00, B32B 1/02, B65B 5/04, B65D 65/02 (2016.01)

AB3B 2208/0233, A63B 2210/50

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B.  FIELDS SEARCHED

IPC (8): A47G 9/00 (2016.01)
CPC: A47G 9/00

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched
IPC (8): A45C13/26, A45F5/10, A47G 9/06, A47G9/06, A63B26/00, B23P11/00, B32B1/02, B65B5/04, B65D65/02 (2016.01). CPC:

A47G 9/06, A47G27/0206, A47G27/0237, A63B21/16, A63B2208/0233, A63B2210/50.

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of

SIIp, SHY, SNOWDDAara, SOCK, Stratcn, Swim, |raction, Workout, Wrap,

data base and, where practicable, search terms used)

PatBase. Google (Web, Patents, Scholar). Search Terms: Bag, Bicycle, Block, Case, Cover, Dip, Elastic, Elastomer, Envelope,
Exercise, Flex, Foam, Grip, Latex, Mesh, Neoprene, Plastic, Plasti-dip, Pocket, Roller, Rubber, Rubber, Silicone, Skateboard, SKi, Skin,

royd

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

Y US 2012/0260421 A1 (DEGREGORIO) 18 October 2012 (18.10.2012) Figs. 7-8; paras [0024-7]. | 1-19

Y US 2009/0062093 A1 (CLARK) 05 March 2009 (05.03.2009) Fig. 1; para [0040]. 1-19

Y US 2013/0178766 A1 (ABDUR-RAQOF) 11 July 2013 (11.07.2013) Fig. 5; paras [0020-1]. 3

Y US 2008/0178978 A1 (POWER) 31 July 2008 (31.07.2008) Fig. 2; para [0030]. 4

Y US 6,220,997 B1 (KOHL) 24 April 2001 (24.04.2001) Figs. 1-2; col 2 In 40-44, 63-65. 5

Y US 2015/0040427 A1 (SANDERS) 12 February 2015 (12.02.2015) Fig. 4, para [0028], [0030]. 14

Y US 6,652,145 B2 (VALDEZ) 25 November 2003 (25.11.2003) Figs. 1-2; co! 2 In 67 - col 3 In 3, 19
12-16, 41-47.

A US 2,777,310 A (COMER) 15 January 1957 (15.01.1957) col 3 In 13-20. 1-19
US 2014/0274614 A1 (NEWMAN et al.) 18 September 2014 (18.09.2014) Fig. 1; para [0031] 15

A US 2009/0247369 A1 (CHANG) 01 October 2009 (01.10.2009) Figs. 4-9, 27, paras [0043-5), 1-19
para [0052-3).

A US 8,852,712 B2 (DIAZ) 07 October 2014 (07.10.2014) Figs. 1-3; col 4 In 4-40, 64 - col 3In 17. | 1-19

D Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

[

* Special categories of cited documents:

“A” document defining the general state of the art which is not considered
to be of particular relevance

“E” earlier application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date

“L” document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

“0” document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other
means

“P” document published prior to the international filing date but later than

the priority date claimed

“T” later document published after the international filing date or priority
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand
the principle or theory underlying the invention

“X” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

“Y” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the international search

26 July 2016 (26.07.2016)

Date of mailing of the international search report

12 AUG 2016

Name and mailing address of the ISA/US

Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US, Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Facsimile No. 571-273-8300

Authorized officer:
Lee W. Young

PCT Helpdesk: 571-272-4300
PCT OSP: 571-272-7774

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (January 2015)




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/US 16/00023

Box No. I1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Llains Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international ap{)lication, as follows:
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive

concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.
Group |, Claims 1-19, directed to a removable cover comprising at least one anti-slip surface.
Group I, Claims 20-23, directed to a removable cover comprising at least one absorbant surface.

-*- See Supplemental Sheet -*-

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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-*- Box Il - Observations where unity of invention is lacking -*-

The inventions listed as Groups I-ll do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical feature(s) for the following reasons:

Group ! requires the special technical feature of at least one anti-slip surface, not required by Group II.
Group |l requires the special technical feature of at least one absorbant surface, not required by Group I.

The only shared technical feature(s) that would otherwise unify Groups I-Il are a removable cover for exercise equipment, comprising:

a stretchable cover having a first wall, a second wall, two side walls and two end walls arranged to form an interior cavity;

said interior cavity including an opening through which said exercise equipment is appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily
housing said exercise equipment within said cavity;

said opening being formed as a slit and being a stretchable opening adapted to expand to engulf said exercise equipment when
being inserted, and contract in a closed configuration when said exercise equipment is housed within said interior cavity, wherein said
opening substantially closes over said exercise equipment so that it is substantially completely enclosed within said cover;

said cover being composed of a thin, stretchy, soft material so that it can be significantly stretched and contracted to snuggly fit and
cover said exercise equipment.

However, these technical features do not represent a contribution to the prior art, because they are obvious over US 5,099,530 A
(SLUIL 1) 1N VIBW OT US 2UUBIUT78Y78 Al (PUWER).

Scott teaches a removable cover for exercise equipment (fabric cover 10, Fig. 1; col 3 in 39-41), comprising:

a cover (fabric cover 10, Fig. 1; col 3 In 39-41) having a first wall (top layer 16, Fig. 1; col 3 In 43-47), a second wall (bottom layer 17,
Fig. 2; col 3 In 43-47), two side walls (opposed longitudinal sides 14, Fig. 1; co! 3 In 43-47), and two end walls (13 and 18, Fig. 2; col 3 In
43-47) arranged to form an interior cavity (unnumbered; cavity containing M illustrated in Flg. 1; “M enclosed inside" col 4 [n 32-34);

said interior cavity including an opening (end 15, Fig. 1; "open at the end 15" col 3 In 43-47) through which said exercise equipment is
appointed to traverse for receiving and temporarily housing said exercise equipment within said cavity (as illustrated in Fig. 1);

said opening being formed as a slit (end 15 illustrated in Fig. 1; col 3 In 43-47) and being an opening (end 15, Fig. 1; col 3 In 39-41)
adapted to expand to engulf said exercise equipment when being inserted (as illustrated in Fig. 1), and

contract in a closed configuration (unnumbered; configuration of 10 illustrated in Fig. 2; col 3 In 39-41) when said exercise equipment
is housed within said interior cavity (as illustrated in Fig. 2),

wherein said opening substantially closes over said exercise equipment so that it is substantially completely enclosed within said
cover (as illustrated in Fig. 2);

said cover being composed of a thin, soft material ("fabric" col 3 In 39-41) so that it can be significantly contracted to snuggly fit and
cover said exercise equipment (as illustrated in Fig. 2).

Scott does not teach stretchable fabric. However, Power teaches stretchable fabric (“stretch polyester fabric cover” para [0030]).
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the cover taught by Scott could have been modified as
claimed in view of Power to provide a stretchable fabric cover.

As the common technical feature(s) of Groups I-Il were known in the art at the time of the invention, they cannot be considered to be
common technical feature(s) that would otherwise unify Groups |-II.

Therefore, Groups I-I! lack unity under PCT Rule 13.
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