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This invention relates to improvements in 
candle holders and the object thereof is to pro 
Wide a holder which will insure the maintenance 
of the candle in vertical position until it is con 
Sumed. 

Usually candles are formed either by casting 
the candle in substantially cylindrical moulds or 
by repeatedly dipping the wick vertically, into a 
melted body of suitable material from which the 
candle is to be made, thereby providing the so 
called "dipped candles.' In thus making dipped 
Candles the downward flow of the material dur 
ing the repeated dipping operation produces a 
candle of Conoidal form because of the downward 
flow of the material as it hardens so that the base 
of the candle is of considerably larger diameter 
than the upper portion thereof. Furthermore, 
the diameter of the dipped candles varies in 
accordance with the number of dips which pro 
duce the candle and also with respect to the 
degree of fluidity of the molten material. 
The diameter of the lower ends of different 

candles, whether cast or dipped, varies consider 
ably, and Seldom any is found which snugly fits 
the SOcket of the usual candle holder or candle 
stick having a head provided with the Socket to 
receive the candle. In order therefore to insure 
the holding of the candle in vertical position so 
that it will not Wobble or drip it has been neces 
sary either to wrap the lower end of a candle 
which is too small to fit the socket or to trim by 
hand the lower end of the candle, Such as a dipped 
candle, which is too large to fit the socket. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a candle holder having a socket provided i 
with means operable by rotation of the candle 
about its axis, while the end thereof is being 
inserted into the holder, to trim it and thereafter 
to retain the candle in upright position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a candie holder having a socket the wall of which 
is provided with one or more inwardly extending 
ribs provided with an angular edge or edges oper 
able by rotation of the candle about its axis 
when the end of a standard or oversized candle 
is inserted into the SOcket to trim Said end and 
thereafter to retain the candle in vertical position 
and which rib may extend sufficiently in Wardly 
properly to engage and Support an undersized 
candle in vertical position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a candle holder having a socket provided With 
an inwardly extending rib or ribs inclined cir 
cumferentially with respect to the axis of the 
candle and operable when the candle is rotated 
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about its axis while being inserted therein not 
only to trim, the candle but to draw the candle 
downwardly thereby progressively trimming the 
candle and finally holding the candle in vertical 
position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a candle holder having a socket comprising trim 
ming mechanism which will produce a shoulder 
to engage the flat upper face of the socket men 
berthereby producing an additional circumferen 
tial support to insure retention of the candle in 
vertical position. 
These and other objects and features of the 

invention will more fully appear from the follow 
ing, description and the accompanying drawing 
and will be particularly pointed out in the claims. 

Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing aS ap 
plied to a simplified form of candle holder, but 
it will be understood that the socket member of 
the candle embodying the invention may be em 
ployed in a usual type of candlestick having at 
its upper end a suitable socket member to receive 
and support the candle. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a simplified form of 

candlestick embodying the invention; . . . ." 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2, Fig. 1, 

the lower end portion of the candle being shown 
in elevation; - 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a modified form of 
invention, comprising four ribs each having cut 
ting edges operable to trim the candle when 
rotated in either direction during its insertion 
into the socket; 

Fig. 4 is a similar view illustrating a candle 
holder having three ribs with cutting edges 
adapted to trim the candle and so constructed 
as to form a triangular support for the Candle; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a candle holder 
in which the cutting ribs are circumferentially 
inclined with respect to the vertical axis of the 
socket; and, 

Fig. 6 is a modified form of the invention 
comprising a flat base with three concentrically 
spaced members extending upwardly therefrom 
with concavely curved inner faces the vertical 
edges of which are adapted to trim the candle. 
The construction illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 

comprises a preferably circular base having a 
central upwardly extending socket member 2 
provided with a flat upper face 3 and having 
therein a concentric socket 4 preferably but not 
necessarily tapering downwardly to coroidal 
form. The wall of the socket member 3, is pro 
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vided with an inwardly extending rib 5 having 
a cutting edge 6 adapted when the candle is 
rotated about its axis in a clockwise direction, 
while being inserted into the socket to trim the 
lower end portion of the candle and to force 
the diametrically opposite portion 7 of the candle 
against the wall of the Socket. Desirably the 
rib 5 has a concave face 8 concentric with the 
axis of the socket, thereby providing an addi 
tional cutting edge-9, operable to trim the candle 
when rotated in a counterclockwise direction, 
and by reaSOn Of the concave face more firmly 
to Secure the candle in vertical position. In the 
construction illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 the socket 
desirably convergest slightly downwardly so that 
the lower end of the candle is trimmed to conical 
tapered form thereby enabling candles of smaller 
diameter than the socket to be properly trimmed 
and retained invertical position. 
In the construction shown in Fig. 3 the Socket 

member 2 is provided with four inwardly ex 
tending convergingly inclined ribs. equally 
spaced apart and having inner faces, concen 
tric with the axis of the socket, so that each rib 
is provided with two cutting edges f2 and 3 
adapted to trim the candle as it is inserted 
whether rotated in a clockwise or counterclock 
wise direction. In this construction the ribs. With 
the cutting edges 2 and 3 are produced at 
the intersection of segmental equally spaced, veri- : 
tical circular recesses f4 which merge into the 
circular or conoidal socket formed by the co 
cave faces of the ribs. 
receptacles for the material cut from the candle 
as it is being rotatably inserted in the socket. A 
holder of this type can be readily constructed 
from a solid block by first boring the central 
Socket and thereafter boring eccentric holes or 
channels about centers. Suitably spaced from the 
periphery of the central socket, or of course the 
holder may be formed by casting in a suitable 
mould. The construction shown in Fig. 4 is 
similar to that shown in Eig. 3 except that it 
is So constrUcted as to prO'Wice: three candle: trimi 
ming and supporting ribs of the character above 
described. This construction is advantageous in 
that it provides a three-point. Support. Which Will 
more certainly support the candle in Vertical posi 
tion and prevent it from wobbling. s 
The construction shown in Fig. 5 is of similar 

construction to that illustrated in Fig. except 
that the wall of the socket member 2 is, provided 
with a plurality, preferably two trimming ribs 
5 which are circumferentially inclined with re 

spect. to the axis of the Socket and act when the 
candle is rotated: in a counterclockwise direction 
during its insertion into the Socket to draw the 
candle down Wardly, thereby, aiding its introduc 
tion into the socket and insuring the positioning 
of the candle vertically in the socket. 
: The modified embodiment of the invention 
shown in Fig. 6 comprises a preferably circular 
base 6 having a flat, upper face 7 with three 
upwardly extending candle-engaging members 8 
equally Spaced apart, Circumferentially and hav 
ing, concentric circular faces. 19 providing angular 
edges 20 and 2 operable by the rotation of the 
candle about its axis in either direction while. 
being inserted axially, between said members to 
trim, said end portion of the candle and . When 
said end is engaged by the faces 9 to retain it 
in Vertical position. 
When the lower end portion of the candle is 

trimmed by rotation about its axis as it is in 
serted into the socket a shoulder will be formed 

The vertical recesses form 
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which will seat firmly upon the flat upper Sur 
face of the holder member such as the flat sur 
face 3 of the socket members illustrated in Figs. 
1-5 inclusive and the flat upper ends of the cutter 
and holder members shown in Fig. 6. 

It Will be understood that the particular en 
bodiments of the invention shown and described 
herein are of an illustrative character; that other. 
types of trimming devices may be employed; and 
that the invention may be embodied in the socket 
portion of usual types of candlestick or other 
candle holders within the meaning and scope of 
the following claims. 
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Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed as new, and desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent, is: - 

1. A candle holder having a socket to receive 
the Iower end of a candle in which the wall of 
the Socket, is provided With a narrow in Wardly 
extending rib having a concave face concentric 
with the vertical axis of the socket and present 
ing an angilar edge. Operable by rotation of the 
candle about its axis while an end thereof is 
being inserted intº the Socket to trinit, the cont 
cave face of the rib acting in cooperation with 
another portion of the socket wall, thereafter to 
retain the cand?e: invertical pOSittiin. . . . . . 
2. A candle holder having a Socket to receive 

the end of a candie in which the Wall of the 
socket is provided with a narrow, rigs extending 
inwardly and provided with a concave face.co. 
centric with the vertical axis of the socket and 
having a cutting edge circumferentially inclined 
to the vertical axis of the Socket. . . ---- 

3. A candle holder having a Socket, to receive 
the end of a candle in which the wall of the 
socket is provided with an inwardly extending 
narrow rib having an inner face concentric with 
respect to the vertical-aXis, of tale "socket, achaV 
ing edgeS. operable by rotation of the candle about 
its axis in either direction while being insected 
into the socket to trial said end, the colocaVeface 
of the rib, acting in cooperation with other poi 
tions of the Walk of the Socketto-Retail0 tilae:candle 
in vertical position. . . . . - - 

4. A candle; holder having a sockets, to receive 
the end of a candle in which the wall of the socket 
is provided with a plurality of equally spaced in 

, Wardly extending ribs each having, an inner face 
50 concentric with respect to the vertical axis of 

the socket and having spaced angular edges 
operable by rotation of the eandle; about its axis 
in either direction while being inserted into the 
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Socket to trim said end and thereafter, to retain 
the candle in Vertical position. 

5. A candle holder having a Socket te receive 
an end of a candle in which the wall of the 
Socket is provided. With a plurality of equally 
spaced narrow downwardly and inawardly eon 
verging ribs each having a concave inner face 
concentric with respect to the Wertical axis, of 
the Socket and having angular edges operable-by 
the rotation of the candle about its axis in either 
direction, while...being inserted into the socket, 
progressively to trim, and fit. Said end and there 
after to retain the candle.ia. Vertical position... 

6. A candle holder having a vertical socket 
member provided with a flat upper face. and have 
ing a circular Socket therein extending vertically 
downwardly from said face, and of less diameter 

- than that of the lower end of the candle to be 
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held thereby, the wall of said socket having a rib 
provided with a cutting edge operable by the 
rotation of the candle. about its axis, while the 
lower end is being inserted into the holder 
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progressively to trim said end and to produce a 
shoulder on the candle engaging the flat upper 
surface of the socket member acting in conjunc 
tion with said rib and other portions of the wall 
of the socket to support the candle firmly in 
vertical position. 

7. A candle holder comprising a head having 
a vertical circular recess and a plurality of 
equally spaced segmental recesses merging into 
said central recess providing ribs having concave 
inner faces forming a socket for the candle 
and presenting angular edges operable by rota 

O 

tion of the candle about its axis in either direc 
tion, while being inserted in the socket, progres 
sively to trim and fit said end and thereafter s 

3 
to hold the candle in Vertical position, Said Ver 
tical recesses forming receptacles for the mate 
rial trimmed from the candle by said ribs. 

8. A candle holder comprising a head having 
a downwardly converging conoidal recess, three 
equally spaced vertical segmental recesses merg 
ing into Said conoidal recess providing ribs hav 
ing concave inner faces forming a vertical socket 
for the candle and presenting angular edges 
operable by the rotation of the candle about its 
axis in either direction, while being inserted in 
the socket, progressively to trim and fit said end 
and thereafter hold the candle in vertical 
position. 
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