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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Georer E. PrENTICE,
a_citizen of the United States, residing at
New Britain, in the county of Hartford
and State of Connecticut, have invented
certain new. and useful Tmprovements in
Cast-Offs, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
cast off's and the objects of my improvements
are simplicity and economy in construction
and convenience and efficiency in use.

In the accompanying drawings —Iigure
1 is a front elevation of my cast off with a
cantab strap and part of a webbing. Fig.
2 is a sectional view of my castoff on the
line # @ of Fig. 1, on an enlarged scale. Fig.
3 1s a sectional view of the same on the line
y y of Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a front elevation
of the blank for my webbing plate. Fig. 5
s a front elevation of my strap plate adapt-
ed for use with a double strap.” F ig. 6 is a
front elevation of my strap plate adapted
for an ordinary single strap. F ig. 7 1s a
similar view of my strap plate provided
with a cord eye.

A is the webbing member of my cast off
as applied to suspenders and comprises a
generally flat piece of sheet metal provided
in the upper part with a webbing receiving
slot 11, the upper wall of which constitutes
a top bar 12 around which is looped the
webbing C. Integral with the said body 10
and at the ends of the lower bar 13 thereof
15 a pair of downwardly directed lugs 15
which are essentially a downward continua-
tion of the side walls 16 of the said webbing
receiving slot 11. Said lugs are each pro-
vided with a finger directed inwardly to-
ward the center and separated from the
said tie bar 13 by a shear cut 17 and from
the other finger by a space 18 representing
surplus material that is unnecessary for the
formation of engaging members suitable for
my purpose; said engaging members are
formed by rolling outward laterally and
preferably frontwise the ends of the fingers
14 as found in the blank so as to form cy-
lindrical rolls 14 one on each side. There
may be a backward set of the said tie bar
13 and the attached lugs 15 with reference
to the top bar 12 in order to bring the aline-
ment of the strap D attached to the strap
member B to conform with that of the web-
bing C attached to the webbing member A
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as described by a suitable bending of the
side bars 16 of the webbing member A, as
shown at 19, Fig. 2. Detaching fulcrums
20 may be provided below said engaging
members 14 comprising essentially down-
ward extensions of said lugs 15 for a suit-
able distance to provide a fulerum for con-
venience in disengaging the strap member
B from the webbing member A.

The strap member B shown in Fig. 6 com-
prises a flat plate of sheet metal having a
slot 81 therein inclosed at the sides by lateral
bars 32 and at the top by a cross bar con-
stituting an upper stiffening or tie bar 83.
The inner edges 84 of the said lateral bars
32 constitute bearing edges which engage
with the rolled engaging portion 14 of the
webbing member. The lower side of said
slot is closed by a bar 22 having a strap re-

ceiving depression 29 limited laterally by-

the edges 80. A slot 25 may be provided in
the bar 22, as shown in Fig. 5 for use with
a double strap. In operation as the strap
member B is forced home against the front
face of the webbing member A the said
edges 34 engage with the outer sides of the
said rolled engaging members 14, spring
the same inwardly until past the center of
the rolled edge, after which point is reached
the resiliency of the rolled edges and the
material of the respective members codp-
erate to bring the sald members home in the
engaged position. By having the edge 34
beveled brings the engaging points in the
home position lower down with reference
to the said rolled edge 14 and makes the
engagement more reliable and secure, and
by having the beveling on both sides as
shown in Iig. 3 the said strap plate B is
reversible. The beveling of the said edge
34 is the only feature of the strap member
B requiring attention to produce the said
member finished from the blank.

In case a single cord is used in place of a
flat strap there may be provided a cord eye
35 attached to the lower bar 22 of the plate 13.

My cast off as described is made of two
pieces complete, is simple and reliable, is
essentially flat, without exposed sharp points
and is particularly short in up and down
length and in the extent of material used,
especially for the cantab arrangement of
strap. '

I claim as my invention :—

In a cast off for suspenders, two codper-
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ating separable members, one of which Is
adapted for attachment to a shoulder strap
and comprises a bar provided at its outer
ends with depending lugs, and inwardly ex-
tending tongues on said lugs bent outwardly

“to form rolls separated by an open space,

the other member comprising a plate having
an elongated slot therein, the side edges of
which are suitably spaced to snap over said
rolls and the upper edge of which is adapted
to bear on the upper edges of said rolls to
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carry the weight of the supported garment,
the opposite edge of said slot being recessed
to accommodate a tab strap, the above men-
tioned open space being sufficient to accom-
modate the width of said strap when the
parts are in engagement.

GEORGE E. PRENTICE.
Witnesses:
Surrrmrp H. CLARKE,
Newrton L. LocxwooD.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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