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_ This inventicn relates to improvements in
foldable tables and has as its principsl object the
provision of a. strong and: durable table con-
structed entirely of metal which. is adapted. to
be readily folded into & portable, compact unit
so-that it may be conveniently stored. or earried
abaut from place to place.

A further and important object.of the present
Invention is to provide a foldable table the sup-
porting legs of which are so operatively as-
sociated with velatively shiftable interengaging
bracing elements. that when. said legs.-are ex-
tended into table supporting: relation. the brac-
ing elem.nts interengage to rigidify the top of
the tabls and at the same time lock the. legs op-
eratively in position to. securely. support the
table top..

A still further- object- of the invention is. to
provide. a foldable table which is comparatively
simple. and. inexp nsive in design and construc-
tion,, which is strong, durable and extremely
rigid in use, and which. is adapted for a wide
varigty of uses, the table top being formed of a
pair of hinged sections. which are readily ex-
tensible into coplanar relation and whieh when
folded together provids a.shallow box-like en-
closure for the table supporting leps and their
operatively associategd interengaging hracing ele-
ments.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will appear more. fully hereihaiter, it being un-
derstood that the present inventicn consists sub-
stantially. in the.combination, construction, loca-
tion and relative arrangement of parts, all as

described in detail héreinafter, as shown in the -

accompanying drawings and. as. finally pointed
out in the appended claims.

In th: accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan view of the table as it appears: when in
folded condition;

Figure 2 is an edge elevational view of the
folded table; ' :

Figure 3 is a plan view showing the bottom of
the takle when the top sections thereof are ex-
tended into coplanar relation;

Figure ¢ is a longitudinal s:zetional view taken
on theline &4 of Figure.3; .

Figure 5 is a top. plan view of the table as set
un for use;

.Figure 6 is a side elevational view of the table |

shown in Figure 5: Lo e :
" Figurs 7'is an enlarged side elévational view
rartially in section of that portion. of the tahle
Inscribed within the dotted circle of Figure 5;
Figure §is a transverse sectional view ag taken
along the lne 8—8 of Figure 7 ;and
Figure 9. is o longitudinal sectional view- as
taken along the line 6—9 of Figure 7. -
Referring now to.the drawings in detail, it will
be obs:rved that-the top. of the. foldable table as
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constructed: in: accordance with the present. in-
vention is divided transversely midway of its
length to forma a pair of identical sections respec~
tively designated 8 and {1, these table top ex-
tensions being hingedly secured together by a
pair of transvers.ly spaced hinge units, each con-
sisting of a pair of hinge elements. § 2—12 respec-
tively secured to the adjoining corners of the
table top sections 19 and (i and interconnected
by a hinge pin {3. The hinged table top sections
¢ and 1 are each characterized by a depending
fdange 14 extending around the full perimeter
of the table top section, the depending flange be-
ing inwardly turned, as at {8, to provide each
table top section with. g marginal edge of in-
wardly presenting channel-shaped formation.
The depth of the marginal channsl of each of
the table top sections 18 and {{ is such. that
when said sections are folded together, as shown
in Figure 2, a.space is provid_d between the paral-
lel panels of said sections which is adequate to
house the folded supporting legs for the table
and their operatively associated bracing elements
to: be. presently described.

Operatively associated with each of the table
top s.ctions 10 and (1 is a table top supporting
member 18 of generally U-shape, the opposite
parallel legs of which are suitably reinforced and
braced by an interccnunecting VY-shaped element
t1. The laterally spaced outer extremities of
each. U-shaped takle top supporting member. 16
are rispectively hingedly connected, as at 18—18,
te. longitudinally shiftable members 19 and 29
respectively nested within the opposite longitu-
dinally extending side channels of the table top
section. These longitudinally. shiftable mem-
bers 18—20 are each of channel-shaped cross
geetion, as shown most clzarly in Figure 8, the
upper flanges 2{ of said members being disposed
in flatwise engagement with the top panel of the
table, while the lower flanges 23 thereof are
respectively in engagem:nt with the inturned
flanges i5-of the table top. Each of the longitu-
dinally shiftable channel~shaped members. §9-—29
is- longitudinally slotted, as at 23 (see Figures 4,
7 and 8), and projecting through the slot of each
of the members §3—28 operatively associated
with each of the table top sections 18 and {1} is
& fized pivot pin 24, these pins 24 being in the
form: of oppositely headed rivets or studs which
broject laterally through the longitudinally ex~
tending side fanges {4 of the table top sections.
Pivotally connected at one end thereof to each
of the fixed pivot pins 24 is g link 25 the opgposits
end of which is pivotally connected, as at 26, to
o side leg of the table-supporting member 6.

MNormally, each: of the U-shaped table-support-
ing members {8, when the table is not in use, is
disposed: flatwise against the undersurface of the
top: panel of the section with which it is asso0~
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ciated, as shown most clearly in Figures 3 and 4,
in which folded position of the table-supporting
member {6 the links 25 connected to opposite legs
thereof are disposed in positions closely adjoin~
ing and paralleling the opposite legs of the mem-
ber 16, while the cperatively associated members
{820 are so shifted outwardly toward the outer
end of the associated table top section as to pre-

sent their hinged connections i8—18 with the .

member 16 immediately adjacent the outer or
free end of the table top section.

When the table-supporting members 16 are
each swung into position for supporting the table,
that is, substantially at right angles to the table
top sections with ~which they are respectively
associated, as shown in Figure 6, the members
15.—20 are each shifted inwardly at the same
time that the connecting links 29 shift into angu-
lar rvelation with respect to the opposite side legs
of the table-supporting member 16. During this
shifting of the table-supporting members {6 from
their folded positions shown in Figure 3 into their
table-supporting positions shown in Figure 6, the
hinged connections {8—I18 between the outer free
ends of the U-shaped member (6 and the shiftable
members {6—26 move with the membsrs 19—268
and in the plane of shifting movement of the
latter. When the leg-supporting members 16—196
are oppositely swung into parallel table-support-
ing position, as shown. in Figure 6, the links 25
serve to brace the legs and hold them in rigid
right angular relation with respect to the ex-
tended table top sections 8 and 186.

In order to prevent collapse of the table top
along the hinge line of the table top sections 19
and ({, the shiftable members 18—18 are each
formed of such length that when inwardly shifted
to their full extent, as when the table-supporting
members {6—16 are swung into right angular
relation with respect to their associated table top
sections {8 and i1, they project beyond the trans-
verse fold line of the hinged table top sections and
so maintain the latter in horizontally extended
coplanar relation. It will be noted that the shift-

able members §8—28 associated with each table 4:

top section are reversely arranged in the two
sections so that the long member I8 of section
{8 extends along one side of the table, while the
corresponding long memper {8 of the table top

section 1! extends along the other side of the :

table. Thus, when the table is set up, as shown
in Figures 5 and 6, the long shiftable members
19—49 are diagonally opposite one another with
each projecting across the transverse flat line of
the hinged table top sections, while the cooperat-

ing short shiftable members 20—208 are also dis-

posed diagonally opposite one another but with
their inner ends terminating short of the said
transverse flat line of the table.

In order to lock the table in its open or un-
folded condition, as shown in Figure 7, each of
the ‘diagonally opposed relatively long shiftable

_members 18—19 ig provided at its free inner end
with an extension member 27, this latter being
welded or otherwise secured, as at 28, to the
shiftable member {8 in such manner that the
member 27 may ride over and upon the member
29, as shown in Figure 9. The extension member
27 may, of course, be formed, if desired, as an
integral part of the member (9 instead of being
welded thereto as a seéparate element, it being
only necessary.in either case that the extension
be offset from the main body of the member 19
to an extent sufficient to permit the member 28
%o shift freely between the extension and the side
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flange 14 of the table top. Each of the offset
extensions 27—21 is provided with a punched-in
depression 28 to provide a detent, as at 29, which
is adapted to project into the slot 23 of the mem-
ber 22 and engage the inner end of said slot, as
shown most clearly in Figures 7 and 8, to fric-
tionally hold the members 18 and 20 in more or
less closely abutting relation. The inherent resil-
iency of the offset extensions 27—27 provide for
adequate inner engagement of each pair of the
members 19 and 20 when the same are shifted
into their extreme positions toward each other,
while providing for quick release of said inter-
¢ngaged members upon shiffing the table top
supporting members from their parallel relation
shown in Figure 6 to their folded relation shown
in Figure 3.

In order to permit projection of the shiftable
members {9—19 across the fold line of the hinged
table top sections when the latter are extended
into coplanar relation, the inner transverse
flanges thereof terminate short of the oprosite
side flanges to provide free spaces, as at 30—30
(see Figure 3) through which said members
19—19 are free to project.

When it is desired to collapse or fold the table,
the table top supporting members 16—I6 are

swung about their compound pivots 24 and 25 info

positions closely paralleling the top panels of the
hinged sections 16 and {{, following which the
latter are folded together to provide an exceed-
ingly neat and compact unit which may be con-
veniently stored away or carried from place to
place. For carrying purposes one or the other
of the hinged sections 10—1{{ may be provided
with a carrying handle 31 which may be of any
suitable form and which may be provided with
means for interlocking together the hinged table
top sections. The handle 3{ may, of course, be
mounted on one or the other of the opposite
free ends of the hinged table sections, or it may
be mounted upon onz or the other of the side
edges thereof. When the table is to be placed
in use, it is merely necessary to extend the hinged
sections 10 or {1 into coplanar relation and then
swing the leg members {6—I15 upwardly and op-
positely into substantially parallel relation so as
to shift each pair of the members {9—20 into
abutting interengaged relation as hereinbefore
described. ' ) '

It will be understood, of course, that the table-
as constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention may be made in various sizes or dimen-
sions and while it is preferable to construct it
entirely of metal, it may be made of any other
suitable material or combination of materials. It
will be understood also that the invention is sus-
ceptible of various changes and modifications
which may be made from time to time without
departing from the general principles or real
spirit thereof and it is accordingly intended to
claim the same broadly, as well as specifically,
as indicated by the appended claims.

What is claimed as new and useful is:

1. A foldable table comprising a pair of ‘top
sections hingedly secured together for relative
movement about a transverse line disposed sub-
stantially midway of the overall length of the
table whereby said sections are adapted to be
alternatively folded into substantially parallel re-
lation or extended into coplanar relation, a pair
of longitudinally shiftable members respectively
disposed along opposite side edges of each of said
top sections, a supporting member for each top
section. having leg portions pivotally secured re-
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Spectively to the outer extremities of each pair
of said longitudinally shiftable members, and a
bair of link members for each supporting mem-
ber, each link member having one end thereof
pivotally connected to one of said top sections at
2 fixed point along the side thereof and its op-
posite end pivotally connected to a leg portion
of the supporting member for said top section,
said supporting members being operative when
moved into approximately right angular rela-
tion with respect to their associated top sections
to shift said pairs of longitudinally shiftable
members toward each other to effect interengage-
ment of the latter and support said table top sec~
tions in extended coplanar relation, said support-
ing members being relatively foldable to present
the same and their associated link members in
substantially a common plane paralleling that of
the top section with which they are associated.

2. In a foldable table of the character defined
in claim 1 wherein said table top sections are each
formed along their opposite longitudinally ex-
tending side edges with inwardly presenting chan-
nels and wherein said longitudinally shiftable
members are respectively nested in said chan-
nels for guided rectilinear movement therein,

3. In a foldable table of the character defined
in claim 1 wherein at least one of each pair of
said longitudinally shiftable members is of a
length sufficient to project a substantial distance
beyond the transverse fold line of the table when
the top sections thereof are extended into co-
planar relation and the supporting members are
swung into right angular relation with respect
to their associated top sections,

4. In a foldable table of the character defined
in claim 1 wherein the proximate ends of the
longitudinally shiftable mempbers are respectively
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provided with coacting means for releasably in-
terlocking the same when the table is set up for
use.

5. In a foldable table of the character defined
in claim 1 wherein each of said hinged table top
sections is perimetrally flanged to form a shallow
tray-like structure within which is adapted to be
nested its supporting member and the longitudi=
nally shiftable members and links associated with
said supporting member, and wherein upon fold-

. ing said top sections together an enclosed box-

like structure is provided within the interior of
which is housed both of the supporting members
and their respectively associated parts.

6. In a foldable table of the character defined
in claim 1 wherein said longitudinally shiftable
members are each longitudinally slotted and
wherein corresponding ends of said link mem-
bers are pivoted to said side edges of the table
top sections by pivot bolts fixed to said side edges
and projecting through the slots of said shift-
able members the latter being rectilinearly shift-
able relatively to said pivot bolts.
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