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To all whom it may concer.: - 
Be it known that I, LEBBEUs H. ROGERS, 

of New York city, county, and State, have 
invented a new and and useful Improvement 
in Letter or Note Sheet Envelopes, which im 
provements are fully set forth in the following 
Specification. 

In an application for Letters Patent of the 
United States of even date here with have 
described and shown, and claimed as my im 
provement, a certain construction of a com 
bined letter-sheet envelope, whereby impor 
tant advantages are obtained in the dispatch 
of business relative to the Writing, closing, 
and opening of certain notes or communica 
tions, and in the permanency or preservation 
of the record of date and address, as well as 
in the economy of paper and of envelopes. 
The present improvements have the same 

objects in view, and embody to some extent 
the same principle, but contemplate the accom 
plishment of the same in a different manner 
and with somewhat different result. 
To this end my said invention consists in 

the following: First, in the construction of a 
letter or note sheet envelope, the same consist 
ing of a sheet arranged to be folded on two 
folding lines like a screen or the letter Z, di 
viding the sheet into three equal divisions, so 
as to inclose the communication when folded, 
while the address remains for the Superscrip 
tion, either or both end divisions being pro 
vided with sealing-flaps, as hereinafter shown 
and described; second, in a letter or note sheet 
envelope arranged to be folded transversely 
on two folding lines, as hereinafter described, 
and having address, date, and stamp indica 
tions on the face of the same, and sealing-flaps 
on the top and bottom folds, on either or on 
both, as more fully hereinafter shown and set 
forth; third, in a letter or note sheet en 
velope arranged to be folded into three parts, 
as described, so as to inclose the communi 
cation, while the address remains for the 
superscription, with sealing-flaps extending 
around the edges of either or both the top 
and bottom folds of the sheet, the said sealing 
flaps being separated from the sheet proper by 
a line of perforations, as hereinafter shown and 
described; fourth, in a letter or note sheet en velope having sealing-flaps surrounding the 

sheet on all sides but the one-third middle 
portion, substantially as hereinafter shown and 
set forth; fifth, in a letter or note sheet envel 
ope to be folded into three parts, the upper 
part of which has sealing-flaps on opposite 
sides, while the lower part has sealing-flaps 
on three sides thereof; sixth, in a letter or 
note sheet envelope to be folded into three 
parts, so as to inclose the communication, 
while the address remains for the superscrip 
tion, the lower part of which has sealing-flaps 
on two opposite and the under sides thereof. 
To enable others to make and use my said 

invention, I shall now proceed to describe the 
manner in which the same is or may be car 
ried into effect, by reference to the drawings, 
in which 

Figures 1, 2, and 3 represent elevations of 
a letter-sheet envelope constructed in accord 
ance with my invention, and showing the 
same open and closed, face and back, re 
spectively. Figs. 4, 5, and 6, as well as Figs. 
7, 8, and 9, are similar views of letter-sheet 
envelopes made in accordance with said inven 
tion, but with certain modifications, as will be 
more fully described. I shall call the letter 
sheet envelope shown in the first three figures 
A, and the modification in the second and 
third three figures B and C. 
The letter-sheet A is of the ordinary size of 

note-paper, but it may be larger or Smaller, as 
preferred. The sheet is arranged to be folded 
into three equal parts. The folding lines, as 
well as the manner in which the sheet is to 
be folded, are indicated in any suitable manner 
by printed lines or directions, by dotted in 
dentations in the paper, creases, or by previous 
folding or otherwise, the general plan of 
folding being such that the top fold shall be 
with its face on its outside-that is to say, the 
sheet is to be folded like a screen, so that only 
the contiguous sides or folds shall come in 
contact. The letter-sheet thus divided into 
three parts or divisions has on its face in the 
upper third part indications for the stamp and 
address. The middle and lower parts on the 
face are reserved for the Written communica 
tion, and suitable indications, such as ruling 
for the date, or the usual “Dear sir, are for 
this purpose shown on the surface. The top 
and bottom folds are provided with sealing 
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flaps. These are extensions of the sheet of pa 
per, but are separated by a line of perforations. 
The sealing-flaps I prefer, for the sake of econ 
omy, to make of the form shown in the draw 
ing that is, narrow strips of even width 
throughout their whole lengths. 
The mucilage is applied to these strips as 

follows: either on the back of Ct c in the upper 
part or on the face of bb in the lower part, 
also on the back of cand face of d. Such being 
the construction and arrangement of the let 
ter-sheet, its operation or use will be as fol 
lows: The letter being first addressed in the 
top part, and the communication Written on 
the second and third parts, the sheet is then 
folded according to indications-that is to Say, 
the lower part, D, is folded on line in 72, so as 
to come in contact with the middle part, E. 
The folded sheet is then turned over, and the 
upper part, F, is folded on line in n, so that 
its back shall come in contact with back of E. 
The mucilaged side flaps having been previ 
ously moistened will, on coming in contact 
with the opposite sealing-flaps, adhere to them, 
and seal the letter at the sides. The lower end 
of the letter may then be sealed by moisten 
ing the sealing-flap d, and then turning it over 
on the line of perforations m n upon the face 
of the part F. The letter is then sealed on top 
by turning over the sealing-flap c, after the 
same shall have been moistened Over the line 
on n° onto the back of the part D. 
This last arrangement is important in cases 

where the face of the letter-sheet is insufficient 
to hold the entire communication, and where 
it is necessary to write on the back of the first 
or both the first and second parts, F and E, of 
the sheet. 
For short notes-that is, Where there is no 

writing on the back of the sheet-the top seal 
ing-flap, c, may be dispensed with, as shown in 
the modification B. 
The third modification dispenses with the 

sealing-flaps in the top and middle parts alto 
gether, as shown in Fig. 7; but the two side 
flaps and bottom flap are gummed on the face, 
and the sheet, when folded as described with 
reference to sample A, is sealed by turning the 
three flaps upon the line of perforations to ad 
here to the face of the top part. The outer 
corners of the flaps, where they meet, I prefer 
to cut away, so as to form a miter joint when 
sealed. 
The receiver of letter or note sheet envel 

opes thus made and sealed, to open the letter 
sample A, will tear off the sealing-flaps a b; 
then insert his finger in the open side and press 
it against the lower fold, and thus separate 
the flap d, which remains on the face of part 
F. The same operation will open the letter or 
note sheet envelope sample B. Sample C 
will be opened by inserting the finger in the 
open top fold, and pressing it successively 
against the three closed folds will separate the 

three flaps which remain on the face of the up 
per part of the sheet. 

In the manufacture of these letter-sheet en 
Velopes advantage may be taken of the fact 
that the sealing-flaps are omitted on the mid 
dle part of the letter, so that several sheets 
may be cut from a sheet of paper without 
waste by an arrangement of “breaking joint,” 
as is Well understood by envelope-manufac 
turers, and which needs no further descrip 
tion, as it is foreign to the subject-matter of 
this patent. 

Having thus described my said invention, 
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. A letter or note sheet envelope, the same 
consisting of a sheet arranged to be folded on 
two folding lines like a screen, so as to inclose 
the communication, while the address remains 
for the outside superscription, and to bring 
the sides of the contiguous parts together, di 
viding the sheet into three equal divisions, 
either or both end divisions being provided 
with sealing-flaps, as herein shown and de 
scribed. 

2. A letter or note sheet envelope arranged 
to be folded transversely on two folding lines, 
as herein described, and having address, date, 
and stamp indications on the face of the same, 
and sealing-flaps on the top and bottom folds, 
on either or on both, as herein shown and set 
forth. 

3. A letter or note sheet envelope arranged 
to befolded into three parts, as described, so as 
to inclose the communication, while the ad 
dress remains for the outside superscription, 
and with sealing-flaps extending around the 
edges of either or both the top and bottom 
folds of the sheet, the said sealing-flaps being 
separated from the sheet proper by a line of 
perforations, as herein shown and described. 

4. A letter or note sheet envelope having 
sealing-flaps surrounding the sheet on all sides 
but the one-third middleportion, substantially 
as herein shown and set forth. 

5. A letter or note sheet envelope to be 
folded into three parts, the upper part of which 
has sealing-flaps on opposite sides, while the 
lower part has sealing-flaps on three sides 
thereof, substantially as set forth. 

6. A letter or note sheet envelope to be 
folded like a screen, as described, into three 
parts, so as to inclose the communication, 
while the address remains for the outside su 
perscription, and the lower part of which has 
sealing-flaps on two opposite and under sides 
thereof, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing Witnesses. 

LEBBE US H. ROGERS. 
Witnesses: 

M. M. BUDLONG, 
CHARLES CHAMBERS. 


