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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Warrer B. Remp, a

- citizen of the United States of America, re-
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:specification an

siding at White Cloud, in the county of

Newaygo and State of Michigan, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Stretchers, of which the following is a speci-
fication. = - ' S

This invention relates to stretchers, and
has for in object to provide a device of this
character embodying a novel form of knock-
down frame supporting the canvas or
bottom. o ' _

In the drawings, forming a portion of this
in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the several
views:—Figure 1 is a top plan view of my
improved stretcher. Fig. 2 is a detail sec-
tion taken on the line 2—2 of Fig, 1. Fig. 3
is a detail plan view of one of the side mem-

“bers of one of the frarhe sections, parts being

shown in section to clearly illustrate the in-
vention. Fig. 4 is an end view of the
stretcher. Fig. 5 is a sectional-end elevation
showing the legs'in a partly folded position.
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the
elastic retainer.

My improved stretcher consists of com-
panion sections 1 and 2, the section 2 being
provided with spaced side bars 8 having re-
duced end portions 4 which fit into the op-
posing ends of the side members 5 of the
section 2. The side members 5 are connected
with each other by a head member 6 which
is similar to the head member 7 which con-
nects the sides 3 of the member 2. A canvas
or bottom-forming member 8 is arranged in
the frame formed by the just described
stretcher, and as illustrated, the said canvas
is provided at its;ends with suitable straps 9
which are secured to the head members 6 and
7. The head members 6 and 7 are spaced

~from the ends of the canvas 8 and they are
- 50 constructed as to effectively form handles
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or grips by which the device can be carried
from place to place. The sides of the can-
vas are provided with straps 10 which are
secured to the sides of the members 1 and 2.
Each end member is preferably formed to

:provide short extensions 11 which receive the

outer extremities of the sides 3 and 5 of the
said companion sections 1 and 2. Revolubly
mounted elements 12 are mounted on the
short extensions of the head members and
they are slotted, as shown at 18, for the re-

B

- bers 19 of the braces are provided

ception of suitable stops 14 on such exten-
sions. Leg members 15 are carried by the

-elements' 12 and from the construction of
. the said elements 12 it will be apparent that

the legs may be folded to lie on each other
as shown in Fig. 5, or they may be folded
so as to depend from the frame-like struc-
ture as shown in Fig. 4. To hold the legs in
their extended positions I provide at each
end of the streté;qer a brace 16 consisting of
the interlocking movable sections 17, 18 and
19, the sections 17 and 19 being suitably se-
cured to the companion legs. The head
member 6 has secured thereto a foot support
20. Suitable straps 21 are secured to the
sides of the frame sections and they are
designed to be extended across the canvas
bottom 8 and over the body supported on
the stretcher to prevent the {ody rom fall-
ing forward when the stretcher is placed on
one end. Straps 22 are secured to the sides

of the companion members 1 and 2 of the

stretcher and they are designed to be passed
over the body to hold the same against acci-
dentally falling off of the canvas.

The construction of the stretcher herein
described and shown is extremely simple
and is such that it can be moved from place
to place and transported in such places
where but very little floor space is had.

Should it be desired to hold the body in
an upri¥ht position ‘after it has been opera-
tively placed on the stretcher the legs of the
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stretcher may be folded to assume the posi- .

tions shown in Fig. 2, after which the same
stretcher may be supported by one of its
ends so that the feet of the person on the
stretcher rest directly against the foot rest
20 of the head 6. When the stretgher is
placed vertically or substantially ;§ as
above described, it is desirable to e iploy
such a retainer as that shown at 23 in Figs..
1 and 6 of the drawings. This retainer is
formed of elastic material and its ends are

rovided with suitable hooks 24 which are

esigned for engagement with the side bars
of the companion frames of the stretcher.
The said retainer may be passed directly
over the head of the person to prevent the
head from falling forward.

The members 17 of. the braces 16 are pro-
vided with stop pins 17 and 18”. The mem-
with stop
pins 19" and the slots 20°. When the sec-
tions 17, 18 and 19 of the braces are in a
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‘horizontal position and in a plane with each
other as shown in Fig. 4 the pin 17’ of the.

section 17 is seated in a slot 24’ in the sec-
tion 18. The said section 18 is provided

with a pin 25 which fits in the slot 207 in’

the section 19. This construction is such
that the sections 17, 18 and 19 are held rig-
idly in a horizontal position. The section 18

~ is formed to provide slots 27 and 28 for re-
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ceiving the pins 18" and 19" of the sections

17 and 19 when the sections are in their -

folded positions. ‘

The canvas bottom 8 is provided at one
end with a handle 28’ and with straps 29.
These straps may be suitably wrapped
around the structure when it is knocked
down for ordinary transportation or when
it is desired to store the same.

I claim: -

A stretcher comprising a frame formed of
end head members; spaced sectional side
members removably engaged at their oppo-
site ends with the saitl head members, piv-
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otally mounted legs supported by the said
head members, the said head members and
the said legs being formed to limit the move-
ments of the legs and to permit them to be

‘folded to lie against each other and at one

side of the head members, sectional braces
connecting the legs of each head member
and adapted to be folded to lie against each

“other when the legs are folded, a canvas bot-

tom removably supported by the said head
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members and between said sectional side -

members, straps for extension across the said

canvas bottom and secured to the said sec-
tional side members, and body retaining
straps secured to the said eanvas bottom and
extending directly across the same.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
WALTER B. REED.

Witnesses: _
R. J. Barngs,
C. BE. WrLson.
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