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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT GCORTON, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Newton,
in the county of Middlesex and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hose-Supporters, of
which the following is a specification.

Ladies’ hose - supporters are usually pro-
vided with devices for attaching their upper
ends to the garments of the wearer above the
hose. BSafety-pins have been commonly em-
ployed for this purpose, and these have been
seeured to either the corset orother nether gar-
ments. Such hose-supporters have also been
provided with hooks or loops adapted to en-
gage buttons or studs on either the sides or
front of the corset.

My present invention relates to hose-sup-
porters in which the securing devices are es-
pecially adapted for attachment to one of the
fastening deviees commonly employed for se-
curing corsets at their front meeting edges;
and my object is to provide a device which,
while simple in construction, may be easily
operated, may be readily applied to corsets
of different kinds, will take a firm hold with-
out injury to the corset coverings or fasten-
ings, and will allow the corsets to be fastened
or unfastened or opened without detaching
the hose-supporters.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
device one part of which is adapted to receive
or support the suspending strap or straps of
the hose-supporter and the other part of which
is adapted to lie flat against the covered steel
at one of the meeting edges of the corset and
preferably to engage one of the lower studs
or posts forming part of the corset-fastening
devices. Thedeviceis alsopreferably adapt-
ed to embrace the edge of that side of the
corset which carries the studs and also pref-
erably has a rear portion joined to the por-
tion embracing the edge which lies when in
place in rear of the covered steel carrying
the posts. The deviece may be made entirely
of sheet metal or for the most part of sheet
metal; but if made of one piece of metal itis
preferably formed with a wide lower portion
having a slot through which the supporting
strap or straps extend or to which a pad or
other such part applied to the straps is se-
cured. The upper part of the device in such
case is formed with a front portion and a rear

portion, the front portion being provided
with a slot, recess, or other opening, prefer-
ably inelined, adapted to receive a corset-
stud and having an inclined wall adapted to
bear upon or engage with the corset-fasten-
ing, while the rear portion is adapted to lie
behind the corset-steel, the construction be-
ing such as to embrace the edge of the cor-
set snugly when the stud is within the slot.
Preferably the rear portion is cut away or re-
cessed or made narrow, 8o as to be out of con-
tact with the rear or inner end of the stad or
that part of the corset in proximity to the
stud, by which arrangement the liability of
striking the stud when applying the device is
avoided. The exact form of the slot or open-
ing is not important so long as it is adapted
to receive the corset-fastening devices. The
slot, recess, or opening should, however, be
provided with an ineclined surface to bear
agaiust the fastening device in such manner
as to draw the flanged edge of the clasp
against the edge of the corset. Instead of
forming the device from a single piece of
sheet metal I may form the upper part in the
manner above deseribed and may attach to
its lower end a wire loop for supporting the
hose-supporter straps. Instead of forming
the lower part of the clasp to which the web-
bing is attached integrally with the upper

slotted part or securing it permanently there- .
to I may make the lower part detachable, so-

that the hose-supporters may be disconnected

without opening the corset and without re- <

moving the upper portion of the clasp there-
from.

There are several features of my invention
which are novel and useful in themselves, and
T therefore do not wish to be understood as
limiting my invention to the combination of
all of the features above mentioned or the

combination of all of the features hereinafter ¢

specifically described. _

I will endeavor to point out in the claims
the novel features separately considered of
the invention for which I desire protection.

Inthe accompanying drawings I haveshown
the. best way now known to me of applying
my improvements.

Figure .1 is a front elevation of a pair of
hose-supporters with my improved clasp or
attaching device applied and showing also
the manner in which the clasp or attaching
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device is secured to corsets. Fig. 2 shows a
vertical section on the line 1 1 of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 shows a local transverse section on the line
33of Fig. 2. TFig. 4showsa perspective view
of the preferred form of my improved clasp.
Fig. 5 is a front elevation of the clasp, show-
ing a modified way of attaching the hose-sup-
porter straps. Fig. 6 is a front elevation of

a modification in which a part of the clasp is

formed of sheet metal and the other part of
wire. Fig. 6 also shows devices for detach-
ably connecting the webbing with the clasp.
Fig. 7 shows a local section on the line 7 7 of
Fig. 6. Fig 8 shows a further modification
of the clasp, a different kind of slot being
provided and the webbing being attached to
the clasp in a different way. Fig. 9 showsa
modification in which the lower part of the
clasp, or that part to which the webbing is
secured, is made detachable.

The hose-supporter proper may of course

be of any suitable construction. My present
invention does not relate to any improve-
ments in this part of the hose-supporter. The
straps A and B may be of any suitable mate-
rial, either elastic or non-elastic. The device
D which I employ for attaching the hose-
supporter to a corset, may be applied to many
different kinds of corset. In the drawings I
have shown it applied to a corset C of well-
known construction, wherein the front meet-

ing edges ¢ ¢’ are provided with studsor posts
t=] =

¢* and slotted plates ¢® engaging the studs,
the plates ¢® being attached to a strip of steel
in the edge of one member of the corset, while
the posts ¢? are attached to a strip of steelin
the edge of the other member of the corset,
as clearly indicated. It is usual to arrange
a flap ¢! of suitable fabric in rearof the cov-
ered steel which supports the posts or studs
and to carry this flap across and behind the
edge of the opposite member of the corset,
as indicated in Fig. 1. My improved device,
as will be seen from an inspection of Fig. 1,
is adapted to embrace the covered steel which
carries the posts, the rear portion of the de-
viee lying between the covered steel and the
flap ¢!, but of course the device may be em-
ployed in connection with corsets differently
formed.

The clasp D (shown in allits details in Fig.
4) consists of an upper portion dand a lower
portion d'. The lower portion is preferably
widened and provided with a horizontal slot
a*, through which the hose-supporting strap A
may be threaded. The upper portion has a
flat front face adapted to lie vertically flat-
wise against the covered corset-steel which
carries the studs or posts ¢® This flat por-
tion is provided with a suitable slotted open-
ing d? adapted to receive a stud. Preferably
this slot is arranged both horizontally and
vertically. It may be inclined, as shown in
the drawings, and as there shown it may en-
ter from the side and extend inwardly and
upwardly or in an inclined direction. Itis

Any opening or recess that provides an over-
hanging portion adapted to rest on the corset-
stud or other part of the corset-fastening may
be used, provided that the opening or recess
has a wall or edge inclined relatively to the
line of strain. The front portion is prefer-
ably provided with a flanged side d? which
is adapted to embrace or lie against the edge
of the covered steel carrying the posts, so that
when the device is in position, with the flange
against the edge of the covered steel and the
stud within the slot, as indicated in Fig. 1,
the clasp will be prevented from swiveling or
wabbling. This is an advantage, inasmuch
as it prevents the clasp from getting out of
place, and it avoids the liability of undue
wear on the corset, which would be caused by
the friction incident to a swiveling or wab-
bling motion of the clasp. ‘

When the claspis provided with the flanged
edge and with an inclined slot, the flanged
edge may always be drawn tight against the
edge of the corset, whether the stud or post
be arranged close to the edge or at varying
distances therefrom, and when so placed the
flange will be clamped tightly against the edge
of the corset. Preferably, also, the flange is
prolonged and bent inward to form a rear
portion to the clasp adapted tolie behind the
covered corset-steel and between it and the
flap ¢t. This arrangement stillfurther aidsin
steadying the device, preventingany liability
of moving back and forth, while the side
flange d? prevents sidewise swiveling move-
ment. The rear ends of thestuds c?are usu-
ally upset at the rear of the corset-steel, and
produce a lump or protuberance with which
the rear portion of the clasp might engage or
against which its edge might abut. In order
to prevent this, the rear portion of the clasp
may be provided with a cut-away portion or
recess d*.

The clasp shown in Fig. 4 may be readily
stamped out from sheet metal and quickly
bent into the proper shape. The edges are
rounded or curved, and the metal is, while
sufficiently strong, preferably thin, so that it
may lie beneath the slotted plate ¢*, as indi-
cated in Fig. 1, so that the corset may be fas-
tened and unfastened without disturbing the
clasp. Instead of forming the rear portion
with a recess the rear portion may be made
narrower, so as to avoid the rear end of the
stud, and instead of forming the clasp of a
single piece of metal it may have its upper
portion formed of sheet metal, as shown in
Fig. 6, while the lower portion may be made
of wire. In this case the lower end of the
upper portion is turned up to form an eye
through which the wire forming the loop E
may extend and the connection between the
plate and the wire may be a pivotal one, per-
mitting the loop to swivel or swing back and
forth. Such a movement would not tend to
loosen the connection between the clasp and
the corset or to produce wear on the corset.

not essential thata narrow slot be employed. [ Fig. 6 alsoillustrates a modification in which
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instead of attaching the webbing permanently
to the loop E it may be connected with the
loop by means of a spring-cateh G, which may
be constructed in the manner shown more in
detailin Fig. 7. The webbing is attached to
a wire loop I, to which is also attached a
spring-metal tongue %, V-shaped in vertical
section, and which enters a socket & in a small
metal box K, attached to the loop E. The
front wall of the box K is formed with a
noteh &' at its lower end and with inwardly-
extending flanges k* on opposite sides of the
notch. The front plate of the tongue 7 is
formed withahandle h'. Thearrangementis
such that when the front plate of the tongue
is pressed toward the back plate the tongue
may be readily inserted into or withdrawn
from the box K. When inserted and pres-
sure is withdrawn from the front plate, the
latter will spring forward and lie above the
flanges &?, thus securely locking itself to the
box,and thereby securely suspending the web-
bing from the clasp.

Another way of detachably connecting the
web-carrying part of the clasp to the upper
part is shown in Fig. 9. In this instance the
upper part of the clasp is formed atits lower
end with two ears x, which are so bent as to
form two inclined recesses constituting a
socket. Thelower part of the clasp to which
the webbing is attached is formed with a
shank or tongune X, having inclined sides
adapted to fitinto the sockety. The arrange-
ment is such that the web-carrying part of
the clasp may be detached from the upper
part by merely lifting the part ¢ and then
moving it forward. It may be attached by
the reverse movement.

Instead of passing the strap A directly
through the slot the strap or straps may be
attached to a pad F, as shown in Fig. 5, and
the pad may be attached to the slotted por-
tion d' or to the loop K.

In Fig. 8 I have shown a construction in
which the slot d° instead of extending to the
side of the plate extends into an enlargement
d® The enlargement d° is such that it may
readily pass over the head of the stud, while
the slot d° is merely large enough to acecom-
modate the shank of the stud. In thisfigure
I have also shown devices for attaching the
webbing to the eclasp, consisting of toothed
bars L, mounted in suitable frames 7 and to
which the upper ends of the webbing may be
readily applied.

A clasp constraeted in the manner before
described is extremely simple, while being
very efficient. Itcan veryreadily beattached
to or detached from the corset. When in
place it takes a tight hold, which is not liable
to be loosened while in nse. It can be ap-
plied to corsets of various makes and adapts
itself to the stad or post whether said stud
or post be arranged close to or far from the
edge of the corset. As it forms a rigid con-

nection with the corset, there is no liability
of wear which would be caused by a swivel-

3

ing or wabbling connection between the cor-
set and the clasp, and the strain is put di-
rectly upon the steel and is to some extent
divided between the steel itself and the fas-
tening device secured to the wall.

I claim as mmy invention—

1. A clasp for hose-supporters comprising
an upper portion provided with an opening
or recess having an inclined wall adapted to
engage a corset-fastening and provided also
with a flange on one side adapted to engage
the edge of a corset and thereby prevent the
clasp from wabbling.

2. A clasp for hose-supporters having an
upper vertical portion flanged on one of its
vertical edges and provided with an opening
or recess having the wall that receives the
strain inelined relatively to the line of strain.

3. A clasp for hose - supporters provided
with a vertical portion having a flange adapt-
ed to lie along the extreme edge of the cov-
ored steel portion on one side of the corset,
to prevent the clasp from wabbling, and hav-
ing an inclined slot opening on that side of
the vertical flat portion opposite to the flange.

4, A clasp for hose-supporters, having a re-
cessed portion adapted to embrace one edge
of the front portion of the corset below the
upper end of the recess, and having a portion
to which a hose-supporter strap is attached.

5. A clasp for hose-supporters having a
strap-attaching portion at its lower end, and
an upper portion provided with an inclined
slot and also with a side flange.

6. A clasp for hose-supporters, having a re-
cessed upper portion, a side flange, and a rear
portion so arranged as to embrace the cov-
ered steel portion of one edge of a corset and
thus prevent the clasp from wabbling. -

7. A clasp for hose-supporters, having a
fower portion from which the hose-supporter
proper is suspended, and an upper portion
having a slotted front part, a side flange and
a recessed rear part.

8. A clasp for hose-supporters, having a re-
cossed upper portion adapted to connect with
a fastening device of a corset, and a pivoted
loop at its lower end in combination with a
hose-supporter strap passed through and sup-
ported by the loop.

9. A clasp for hose-supporters, having a re-
cessed upper portion and a lower portion de-
tachable from the upper portion to which the
webbing is attached.

10. A clasp for hose-supporters, having a
recessed upper portion adapted to connect
with the corget, and which is provided with a
socket atits lower end and a detachable lower
portion to which the webbing is attached, pro-
vided with a shank or tongue fitting said
socket.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name.

ROBERT GORTON.

Witnesses:

GEORGE A. FrROST,
JAMES H. TURNBULL.
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