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ADJUSTABLE LADDERJACK AND SCAFFOLD 
Marius M. Streeter, Cherokee, Iowa 

Application April 1, 1949, Serial No. 84,950 
1 Claim. (CL.304-31) 

This invention relates to novel and useful im 
provements in Scaffolds. 
An object of this invention is to prevent the 

platform or base of the scaffold from Swinging 
laterally in the endwise position and in the lateral 
position when the platform is supported by means 
of ropes, cables or the like from the top of a 
pair of spaced ladders, the ladders usually be 
ing inclined with respect to the vertical. 
A feature of the invention is the use of ex 

tensible holders carried by the attachment, one 
of which is pivoted to a part of the attachment 
while the other is fixed to another part of the 
attachment, both of the holders being divergent 
so that they may be removably fixed to spaced 
rungs of the ladders. 
Another object of this invention is to increase 

the safety and the utility of the type of Scaffold 
utilizing a pair of spaced inclined ladders and 
a number of ropes to hold a scaffold base so 
that it may be progressively raised or lowered, 
the usual operation being from the top of the 
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building which is to be worked on, Hence, the 
usual operation is to lower the scaffold platform 
in stages. 

Ancillary objects and features of novelty will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art, in 
following the description of the preferred form 
of the invention, illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is an elevational side view of the pre 
ferred form of the invention showing the same 
in use and showing Schematically a Second posi 
tion of the apparatus; 

Figure 2 is a front view of the assembly shown 
in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
one attachment, parts being broken away to 
illustrate detail of construction; and 

Figure 4 is a sectional view illustrating a detail 
of construction and taken on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 3 and in the direction of the arrows. 
The illustrated type of scaffold in general is 

used commonly. There are certain disadvantages 
in the utility of this type of Scaffold, however, 
Which I have overcome. The first is the side 
sway or endwise movement of the scaffold which 
is necessarily attendant to the Support or Support 
ing of a scaffold platform in the illustrated man 
ner. The second is the Spacing of the Scaffold 
platform from the building wall while raising 
and lowering the device to various elevationai 
positions. 
The conventional illustrations include a build 

ing O and one of a pair of Spaced inclined lad 
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derS2 having rungs 4 therein. A rope or cable 
6 is illustrated, being passed over a conventional 

pulley Structure 8 which is fixed to one rung 
of the ladder 2 and also being passed through 
another conventional pulley structure 20 having 
a hook. 22 extending therefrom. 
In order that a device of this nature be com 

mercially feasible and practical, not only must it 
Serve its intended purpose effectively, but it must 
also be uncomplicated and simple in structure. 
Viewing Figure 3, it is seen that there are only 
a few elements making up the present preferred 
form of the apparatus. A yoke 24 is fixedly con 
nected with a channel 26 which forms a base 
member for the platform 28 of the scaffold. 
There are two attachments provided in connec 
tion with a Scaffold, one being provided at each 
end of the platform 28. The said platform 28 
is adapted to Seat on the base 26, and more 
Specifically on the web 29 of the said channel 
26. The yoke 28 having its two legs fixed rigidly 
with the web 29 of the channel 26 is disposed 
on each side of the platform 28. The top part 
of the yoke serves as a recipient for the hook 22 
which is removably disposed thereunder. 
A first or upper holder, generally indicated at 

30, is fixed rigid With the yoke 24. This holder 
consists of a tube 32 which is Welded or otherwise 
rigidly Secured to the yoke 24 and an extensible 
rod 34 disposed in the bore thereof. This ex 
tensible rod has a number of apertures 36 therein 
to accommodate the pin 38. 
The lower holder, generally indicated at 40, 

is also extensible in nature and includes a tube 
or other suitable equivalent 42 having a rod 44 
extensibly disposed therein. This rod also has 
a number of apertures 46 therein (Figure 4) 
whereby the pin 48 is removably disposed in one 
of them. 
The pins 38 and 48, respectively, are identical 

in character and in structure and serve identical 
functions. For illustrative purposes, the detail 
view in Figure 4 brings out the particular struc 
ture. A cage or housing 50 is Welded or other 
Wise rigidly secured to the exterior surface of 
the tube 42 and has a Spring 52 disposed therein. 
This Spring reacts on the top of the housing 
50 and on a collar 54 which is fixed to the pin 
48 for movement thereWith. The lower end of 
the pin paSSes through an Opening 56 provided 
in the tube beneath the housing 50 and is remov 
ably disposed in One of the number of apertures 
46. An eye 60 is formed at the Outside end of 
the pin 48 whereby a string, rope or the like 
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may be provided therein for operation thereof 
as found desirable. 
The lower extensible holder 40 is pivoted within 

the channel 26 by means of a pivot pin 64 which 
may be in the form of a bolt. By having the 
tube 42 pivoted within the channel member, the 
tendency for side movement is inhibited. 
Means for retaining the holder 40 in a pre 

determined pivoted position is provided. Many 
means may be used in this connection. How 
ever, it is desirable to use an extremely inexpen 
sive construction. Accordingly, I have passed 
a bolt 66 through suitable openings in the legs 
of the channel 26 and through a suitable opening 
in the tube A2. It has been found to be equally 
as convenient to pass the bolt 66 below-the-tube 
rather than through the same and the function 
is accomplished equally as well as when the 
openingS. 68 are used. 
A special means is provided at the Outer ends 

of the rods 44 and 34, respectively, for clamp 
ingly engaging the rungs 4 of the ladder 2. 
This means consists of brackets 7 and 72, respec 
tively. Each bracket is identical. A flat metallic 
piece 74 is fixed to the end of the rod under 
consideration and substantially U-shaped hooks 
76 and 28, respectively, are attached at the ends 
of the said piece T4. These hooks are removably 
disposed over the top part of the selected ladder 
rungs 4. 

In operation, it is first assumed that the plat 
form 28 is at the highest practical and useful 
position. Then, in order to lower the platform, 
it is unnecessary to do anything other than 
remove the rod 34 from engagement with the 
high ladder rung and pivot the lower holder 
about the pivot pin 64. The rope 6 is then ma 
nipulated to lower the platform 28 and the rods 
34 and 34, respectively, are extended. With respect 
to the tubes 32 and 42. The rung-engaging 
means is then placed on another pair of rungs 
and the device is again in place for further Opera 
tion on the side of the building. 
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By the above structure, since there is Spaced 

4. 
engagement with different ladder rungs at one 
time, the tendency for side SWay and endwise 
sway is reduced to a minimum and is, in actual 
practice, obviated. A Sturdier construction re 
Sults, particularly when in actual use. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

aS new is: 
For use With a Scaffold which includes a Scalf 

fold platform and a pair of inclined ladders, 
an attachment for each end of the platform and 
each ladder, each attachment comprising a base 
and a rigid yoke fixed rigidly to Said base, ex 
tensible holders spaced from each other and 
attached to said yoke and said base respectively, 
means disposed at the ends of Said holders for 
attachment with rungs of the ladder, One of Said 
holders being fixed to said yoke and the other 
of said holders being pivoted to said base whereby 
said base and yoke may be freed from the ladder 
by Swinging the pivoted holder from the ladder 
rungs and removal of the other holder from the 
ladder rungs, said base being channel-shape in 
cross-section and having a part of Said pivoted 
holder nested therein, and means Secured to Said 
base and engaging said pivoted holder for releas 
ably locking said pivoted holder. Within Said base. 

MARIUS.M. STREETER, 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: - . 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Nunher Name Date 

362,747 Higgins. ---------- May 10, 1887 
606,763 Tukens ------------ July 5, 1898 
669,288 Short ------------- Mar. 5, 1901 

1,148,350 Brown ------------ July 27, 1915 
1386,195 Minninghan -------- Aug. 2, 1921 
1546,971 Denniston. -------- July 21, 1925 
2,069,607 GaW ---------------. Feb. 2, 1937 
2,299,323 EletSky. ----------- Oct. 20, 1942 
2,419,727 Picone.------------ Apr. 29, 1947 


