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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES M. CLEMENS, J.R., OF EYOTA, MINNESOTA. 

ONION-TOPPER, 

1,042,595. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 15, 1912. 
Application filed October 9, 1911. Serial No. 653,612. 

To all whom it hay concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs M. CLEMEN's, 

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Eyota, in the county of Olmsted, State of 
Minnesota, have invented certain new and useful improvenients in Onion-Toppers; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in Onion toppers. . . . " 
An object of this invention is the provi 

sion of an onion topper comprising a frame 
work in which is supported a pair of top 
ping rollers and means for feeding onions 
or the like into engagement there with and 
means for cleaning the topping rollers. 
Another object of this invention is the 

provision of an onion topper in which the 
topping rollers are engaged by a pair of 
rotatable and longitudinally movable rollers 
which are adapted to engage the same for cleaning purposes. 
A further obiect of this invention is to 

improve and simplify devices of this char 
acter, rendering them comparatively simple 
and inexpensive to manufacture, reliable and 
efficient in use and readily operated. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

this invention resides in the novel features 
of construction, formations and arrange 
ments of parts to be hereinafter more fully 
described, claimed and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: - 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my inven 
tion. Fig. 2 is a top plan view thereof. 
Fig. 3 is an end view. Fig. 4 is a longi 
tudinal sectional view taken on the line 
4-4 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is a transverse 
sectional view taken on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 1. - 
Referring to the accompanying drawings 

by similar characters of reference through 
out the several views, the numeral 10 desig 
nates generally my improved onion topper 
which comprises a supporting frame 11 con 
sisting of opposite side and end bars 12 and 
13 supported by legs 14 which are in turn 
connected by braces 15. 
A hopper 15 is supported by the frame 

11 and carries rotatably mounted in its op 
posite ends a pair of topping rollers 16 and 
17 arranged so that their adjacent sides con 
tact with each other. 

The rollers 16 and 17 are formed with 
Spirally arranged grooves 18 and 19 the 
former of which are substantially twice the 
same width and depth as the latter, while 
the axles 20 and 21 of the rollers are so con 
nected by a pair of intermeshing spur pin 
ions 22 that the roller 17 will be revolved 
at a slightly greater rate of speed than the 
roller 16. 
A pair of guide plates 23 are secured to 

the upper edges of the side bars 12 and are 
formed with inwardly projecting flanges 24 
upon which rests a pair of endless belts 25. 
These belts 25 pass over suitable sprocket 
wheels 26 mounted adjacent the end bars 
13, and over similar sprockets 27 supported 
by the lower extremities of the legs 14. 
The inner sides of the bars 12 are pro vided with longitudinally extending grooves 

28 in which are located for sliding move 
ment therein, the opposite extremities of 
axles 29 which support brushes 30, the 
bristles of which engage the lower sides of 
roller's 16 and 17 for cleaning purposes, the 
shafts 29 are journaled in a frame 31 which 
has pivoted to its intermediate portion a 
lever 32, this lever 32 is connected interme 
diate its ends to one of the braces 15 and 
has attached to its lower extremities a link 
33 which is eccentrically connected to a 
Sprocket wheel 34 also mounted upon one 
of the braces 15. This sprocket wheel is 
connected by means of a chain 35 to a 
Sprocket wheel 36 which meshes with one of 
the chains 25. 
The chains 25 are connected by a plurality 

of transversely extending slats 37 which 
produce a conveyer, the said slats being sub 
stantially triangular shaped in side eleva 
tion to conform to the shape of the rollers 16 
and 17 and to feed the onions into engage 
ment with their contacting faces. 
The sprocket wheels 26 adjacent one end 

of the wheel are keyed to a shaft 38 which 
shaft is rotatably connected with the axle 20 
as indicated by the numeral 39. 
Any desired means of transmitting power 

is applied to the shaft, 26 and obviously 
when this shaft is rotated, the conveyers 
operated and the Onions feed into engage 
ment with the rotating rollers 16 and 17. 
The tops of the Onions will become engaged 
within the grooves 18 and 19 and severed 
therefrom after which they will be conveyed 
by the slats into a receptacle not shown in 
the drawings. 
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The operation of the shaft 38 manifestly 
causes the oscillation of the brushes 30 over 
the lower faces of the rollers 16 and 17 
thereby moving all particles of refuse mat 
ter therefrom. 
From the foregoing disclosures taken in 

connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, it will be manifest that an onion top 
per is provided which will fulfil all of the 
necessary requirements of such a device. 
Having thus fully described this inven 

tion what I claim as new and desire to pro 
tect by Letters Patent, is: 

1. The combination in an onion topper of 
a pair of rotatable rollers provided with 
grooves, means for rotating the rollers, a 
conveyer engaging the rollers, a pair of 
oscillating brushes engaging the rollers and 
means for Oscillating said brushes through 
the medium of the conveyer. 
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2. An onion topper such as described com 
prising a main frame, topping rollers rota 
table therein, means for rotating the said 
rollers, oscillating brushes mounted in the 
frame and engaging the said rollers, a Sup 
plemental frame connecting the brushes, a 
lever pivoted to said frames, a sprocket 
wheel journaled upon the frame, a link con 
necting the sprocket wheel and lever, a con 
veyer mounted upon the Supplemental 
frame, and disposed above the rollers and 
means connecting the sprocket and the con 
veyer for oscillating the said brushes. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 

ture, in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES M. CLEMENS, JR. 

Witnesses: 
B. L. JoHNSON, 
J. B. MURPHY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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