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1 
This invention pertains to an improved build 

ing accessory and is particularly directed to an 
arrangement of elements whereby a house or 
other dwelling may be provided with a simply 
installed, efficient, combination mail drop or mail 
receiver and signalling means, the interior of 
the mail receiver acting as a resonating chamber 
for the signal means. 

Practically every dwelling is provided with 
some mail-receiving aperture in communication 
with either the interior of the dwelling or with 
a container positioned within the wall and ac 
cessible through a door on the interior face of 
the wall. In addition, every dwelling is provided 
with some door-bell or other signalling means, 
the push button being located near the main en 
trance while the bell, chime or the like is located 
at Some other portion of the dwelling. In many 
instances, moreover, the dwelling is provided with 
an illuminated house number or street number 
so as to permit ready identification of the dwell 
ilg. 
Prior methods of construction necessitated the 

use of extensive Wiring and much duplication of 
wiring in order to supply electrical energy to a 
light source positioned back of the house num 
ber and to properly connect the push button with 
a transformer and with a chime or bell. Not only 
was the installation costly but in addition re 
pairs often necessitated the tracing of Wires from 
one point to another and repair work to stucco, 
plastering, etc. 
The present invention eliminates the time-con 

suming and expensive installation and central 
izes all of the equipment so that repairs may be 
readily made. 
The invention, moreover, permits the use of 

chimes, bells, or other signalling devices located 
within the container or receptacle so as not to 
disfigure the interior walls of the dwelling, the 
arrangement being such as to permit the con 
tainer to act as a resonating chamber for the 
efficient amplification and distribution of sound 
of the signalling means. 
An object of the present invention, therefore, 

is to disclose and provide a unitary, selfcon 
tained, adjustable, Wall box provided with suit 
able apertures and capable of being employed 
as a receptacle for mail, and a receptacle and 
resonating chamber for a signalling means. 
A further object of the invention is to dis 

close and provide a Wall box capable of being 
readily installed in a wall and connected to an 
electrical conduit, such Wall box or receptacle 
being adapted to receive mail and simultaneously 
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2 
act as a resonating chamber for a signalling 
62.S. 

These and other objects of the invention will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art from 
the following detailed description of exemplary 
forms embodying the construction embraced 
hereby, reference being had to the appended 
dra Wings for illustrative puposes. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective three-quarter front elle 

vational view of a building accessory embraced 
by this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation. With the outer Wali 
partly re; noved, showing the device as it appears 
in a Wall of a dWelling. 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken along the 
plane III-III of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a rear view of a modified form of 
unit. 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the modified form, 
the outer casing being partly broken a Way. 
Most signalling means, such as bells or chimes 

used in dwellings, offices, etc., operate at a lower 
voltage than ordinary house current and there 
fore must be supplied with current from a step 
down transformer. The push button or switch 
is generally located near the rnain entrance, the 
transformer is very often located in a closet or 
Out On a SerVice porch, and the chimes are lo 
cated at still another place. Such arrangement 
requires considerable wiring and expenditure of 
a large amount of time. 

Ordinarily, electrical conduits are laid between 
the Studs of a Wall and in accordance With the 
present invention the Wiring problems described 
herein above are dispensed with by the use of a 
Wall box capable of being inserted into the wall 
between studs, the box being provided with a 
front opening and a rear opening, the front open 
ing being displaced vertically with respect to 
the rear opening. The front opening may be 
provided with a hinged cover through which mail 
may be inserted. Similarly, the displaced rear 
opening may be provided with a hinged closure 
and provide access to the compartment from the 
interior of the house or dwelling. 

AS shown in FigS. 1, 2 and 3, the unit may com 
prise two telescoping Sections so as to permit 
the acceSSory to be inserted in walls of varying 
thickness. It may be stated that the unit com 
prises a pair of Wall boxes each provided with 
one open end and Side Walls, said boxes being 
telescopically engageable. For example, the front 
box may be provided with side walls, such as 
2 and 3, and a forwardly extending neck includ 
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ing the shoulder 4 defining an aperture or open 
ing. The side walls, such as 2 and 3, may be 
provided with lips 5 to which a front cover plate 
6 may be attached as by means of the Screws 
7. The front cover plate in the illustrated form 
of device may carry a rabbetted opening into 
which numerals or house numbers may be in 
serted and Suitably retained. Such house num 
ber plate 8 may be made of glass or plastic pro 
vided with an opaque background and translu 
cent numerals 9. The cover plate 6 may also 
be provided with a hinged mail drop closure O 
and a push button capable of energizing a 
Signalling means. 
An upstanding flash rib 2 may be carried 

by the top side of the box , such ribs being 
spaced from the edge of the port in the face 
of the box and preferably extending in a plane 
parallel to the enclosed front face portion 3 
of the box. This permits the entire device to 
be inserted in a wall and allows stucco, Siding 
or other surfacing construction material f4 to 
extend beneath the edges of the cover plate 6, 
as best shown in Fig. 2. 
The other wall box portion is also provided 

with telescoping sides and is partly enclosed in 
back as by the rear face 5. Such rear face is 
provided with a neck 6 defining a port extend 
ing rearwardly. The two boxes may be tele 
scoped so as to slidably engage one another, per 
mitting the rear face 5 to be positioned at vary 
ing distances from the front face 3 of the front 
box . A suitable closure frame 7 is attached 
to the port formed by the neck 6 and is pref 
erably grilled, apertured, or otherwise formed So 
as to readily permit sound to pass therethrough. 
The frame may be provided with a hinged 
door opening into the interior of the dwelling 
so as to permit access to the inside of the cham 
ber formed by the two telescoping boxes. 
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The bottom and top of one of the boxes, such ... 

as the box , may be provided with ports or with 
the partly punched-out portions through which 
an electrical conduit may be passed. A partly 
punched port is indicated at 20 and a conduit 
2 is shown passing through the port 22. 

45 

Attached to the side wall 2 of the box ele 
ment is a transformer 23 and signalling means, 
such as the chime 24. The push button com 
municates with a Suitable Spring-actuated Switch 
25. The conduit 2 is connected to the trans 
former and the transformer supplies current to 
the signalling means 24 through the switch 25. 
All of this equipment is therefore readily avail 
able and may be preinstalled in the wall box be 
fore the box is inserted into the Wall, requiring 
Only that the electrical cable or conduit 2 be 
connected to the transformer. A Suitable light 
source may be positioned within a housing 26 
and also connected to the wiring so as to illumi 
nate the numerals 9 of the identifying plate 8. 

It will be noted that interior plastering or 
finish, such as is indicated at 29, may cover the 
rear face 5 of the rear box, permitting the frame 

to properly rest against such plastering or 
finish. 

It is also to be noted that the chime or signal 
24 is not separated or partitioned away from 
the mail compartment So that Sound generated 
by the signal means 24 may resonate through 
out the chamber formed by the two wall boxes 
and be emitted through the reticulated or foram 
inous rear panel or door positioned in the frame 
T. A light, open wire screen may be placed 
around the chimes. 24 to prevent mail from rest 
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4. 
ing thereagainst. In actual practice it has been 
found that the use of a metallic resonating cham 
ber formed by these two wall boxes causes the 
sound of the signal means to be amplified and 
to penetrate to the furthest recesses of a dwelling. 
The signal means need not be electrically op 

erated. The push button may mechanically 
actuate a signal bell. Moreover, it is not neces 
sary that the two boxes telescope in precisely the 
manner illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. Figs. 4 and 5 
illustrate a modification wherein the rear closure 
frame 7' is reticulated and is provided with 
a. hinged mail door 30, this entire clOSure frame 
i 7' being connected to a rectangular element 32 
which is slidably received within a rearwardly ex 
tending port adjacent the bottom of the box l', 
such port being defined by the bottom of the box 

and a lip 3 formed in the back panel 33. Walls 
of various thickness may be accommodated by 
sliding the rectangular - open-ended element 32 
through the port. 
In the form of device illustrated in Figs. 4 and 

5, moreover, the front closure or plate 6' is pro 
vided with a mail opening in the upper portion 
Whereas the lower portion carries the house nu 
merals. The push button l' may be mechani 
cally connected to a Spring-actuated or mechani 
cal signalling means contained within a housing 
34 fastened to the front plate 6' and contained 
within a separate housing or case provided with 
numerous perforations or ports, such as 35, 
through which the sound may emanate and rever 
berate within the Wall box. A plate or chute 
27' provided with rearwardly extending wings 36 
may be positioned diagonally within the wall box 
so as to direct mail from the lower edge of the 
front mail opening to the bottom of the rear mail 
opening 30. A device of the character illustrated 
in Figs. 4 and 5 need not be electrically connected 
to the Wiring in any manner unless it is desired 
to use a source of illumination for the house num 
berS. 

It is to be noted that both of the forms illus 
trated show the entire wall box as a resonating 
chamber for the chime or signal so that the space 
is effectively utilized not only as a receptacle for 
mail but also as a resonating chamber. The ease 
of installation, simplicity of construction, and 
accessibility in event of repairs constitute impor 
tant features of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A building accessory comprising: a sheet 

metal box including telescopically engageable 
portions, said box forming a single enclosed 
chamber, said box including a front panel pro 
vided with an outwardly extending neck adjoin 
ing the top portion of said box and defining a 
front port; a closure member including an out 
wardly opening door for said front port; a rear 
panel for said box, said rear panel including a 
port therein adjacent the bottom, said ports be 
ing vertically displaced out of alignment; and 
signal means positioned within the box whereby 
Sound generated by the signal means will reso 
nate in the single chamber of the box prior to 
passage through the port in the rear panel. 

2. A building accessory comprising: a sheet 
metal box including telescopically engageable 
portions, said box forming a single enclosed 
chamber, said box including a front panel pro 
vided with an outwardly extending neck adjoin 
ing the top portion of said box and defining a 
front port; a closure member including an out 
Wardly opening door for said front port; a rear 
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panel for said box, said rear panel including a 
port therein adjacent the bottom, said ports be- REFERENCES Cº. E) 
ing vertically displaced out of alignment; an elec- The following references are of record in the 
trically operated signal means positioned with- file of this patent: 
in the box; a. transformer Within the box; a sig- 5 UNITED STATES PATEN'S 
na SWitch carried in the front closure member; 
conductor means connecting the Switch, trans- Nurnber Name Date 
former and signal means; and an upwardly ex- 400,821 Bates --------------- Apr. 2, 1889 
tending flash rib carried by the top of the box 2,120,153 Rittenhouse et al. -- June 7, 1938 
for mounting in a wall. 0 2,189,181 Rittenhouse --------- Feb. 6, 1940 
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