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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JosepH, VETTER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State 

5 of Ohio, have made an Invention Apper 
taining to an Automobile Top; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in 

10 the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the charac 
ters of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specification. 

15 This invention relates to automobile tops 
and particularly to means for securing the 
deck cover to the top frames and bodies of 
automobiles. 0. 

The primary object of my invention is 
20 to improve on the means disclosed in m 

former United States Letters Patent No. 
1,342,881, dated July 27, 1920, whereby to 
enhance the practicability and commercial 
value thereof. - 

25 A further object of the invention is the 
provision of a means of the class described 
having a drip rail feature in connection 
therewith whereby it may be used around 
the front edge of a top and also along the 

30 side edges of a closed top over the door 
openings, or in any other place where the 
drip of water from the top is objectionable. 
The invention is fully described in the 

following specification, and while in its 
35 broader aspect it is capable of embodiment 

in numerous forms, a few only of such em 
bodiments are illustrated in the accompany 
ing Sigs in which - igure 1 is a side elevation of an automo 

40 bile top embodying the invention. Fig. 2 
is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 
tion through the bows or parts of an auto 
mobile top and body to which the deck cov 
ering is attached by means embodying the 

45 invention. Figs. 3 and 5 are cross-sections 
of slightly modified forms of the front bow 
deck cover securing means. Fig. 4 is a 
cross-section of a modified form of the rear 
top bow and deck cover securing means, and 

50 Fig. 6 is a cross section of a slightly modi 
fied form of the clamping means employed. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 and 2 desig 
nate the customary front and rear bows re 
spectively of an automobile top frame, 3 

55 the upper back portion of the body frame, 

4 the deck covering, 5 the cover back, 6 the spring clamping means or strip embodying 
the drip rail feature used in connection with 
the front bow 1 or in other places where it 
is desired to prevent dripping of water 
from the deck cover, and 7 the clamping 
means or strip used in connection with the 
other bows or covering attaching means. 

In the embodiment of the invention as 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the front bow 
1 is faced at its outer side by a deck cover 
engaging channelled bow 8, the rear bow 2 
is faced at its outer side by a channelled 
bow strip 9, and the body frame part 3 is 
faced around its rear top edge with a chan 
nelled strip 10, each formed from sheet metal. 
The front strip 8 has its channel formed at 
its lower side edge with a straight wall 11 
turned in at is outer edge to form a flange 

y 11, while the upper side wall of the chan 
nel strip extends upwardly a distance from 
the channel and is then looped forward and 
downward upon itself to form an elongated 
pocket 12 at such side of the channel. The 
bottom wall of the pocket 12 may be ex 
tended rearward near its upper edge to en 
gage any desired extent over the bow 1, as 
shown at 13, and is provided adjacent to 
the channel proper but in position to be 
overlapped by the overhanging wall por 
tion 14 of the pocket with an inwardly pro 
jecting rib 15. The front edge of the deck 
cover 4 is intended to extend around the 
upper edge portion or flange 14 of the 
channel strip 8 and thence into the pocket 
12 thereof, and is provided at its free 
edge with a bead 16 for engaging with the 
upper or inner edge of the strip rib 15, 
whereby such rib coacts with the beaded 
edge of the deck cover to resist a with 
drawal of the deck cover edge from within the pocket. 
The clamping member 6 comprises an 

elongated strip conforming in length to the 
length of the strip 8 with which associated 
and is preferably formed of spring sheet 
metal with its opposite edges doubled in 
ward and then curved outwardly to form 
legs having outwardly opening recesses ad 
jacent to their inner ends for receiving the 
flanges or walls 11 and 14 of the strip, to 
gether with any material which may be 
wrapped therearound, the same as described 
and claimed in my said former patent. The 
outer side or head portion of the clamping 
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strip 6 is 
an outwar 17 serving as a trough for carrying away 
drippings from the cover edge in the man 
ner of a drip rail. 

It is evident that the channel strip 8 may 
be extended around and along the side edges 
of the top as far as desired to enable a drip 
strip 6 to be extended over the door open 
ings of the top, which feature is particularly 
desirable in closed top constructions. The rear channel strip 10 is substantially 

Ry: at its lower edge with 

the same as the front strip 8 except that the 
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lower straight side wall 18 of its channel is 
provided at its outer edge with an inturned 
flange 19 for fitting into the adjacent leg 
recess of the clamping strip 7, which clamp 
ing strip is substantially the same as that 
disclosed in my said former Letters Patent. 
The channel strip 9, which is used in con 

nection with the rear bow 2 is broadened to 
provide recesses or pockets 20 at opposite 
sides of its central channel portion, such 
pockets being formed by the overhanging 
flange portions 21 of the strip, the inner 
edges of which are spaced to permit the 
passage of the respective edges of the deck 
cover 4 and back cover 5 therearound and 
to permit the insertion of the legs of a 
clamping strip 7 therebetween in holding 
engagement with the cover strip. The bot 
tom of the strip 9 is provided at each side 
of its center below the respective free edge 
portions of the flanges 21 with longitudi 
nally extending inwardly projecting ribs 22, 
which coact with the beaded ends 23 of the 
deck and back covering to resist an outward 
withdrawing of the cover edges from the 
channel, even when the clamping strips 7 are 
removed. 
While I have shown and described the bow 

members 8 and 9 as forming facing strips 
for or being mounted on the regular top 
bows 1 and 2 it will be understood that they 
may be used alone without being mounted 
on the bows 1 and 2 as they are of sufficient 
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strength for such purpose. 
Fig. 3 is the same as the front bow and 

strip construction of Fig. 2, with the excep 
tion that a clamping strip the same as the 
clamping strip 7 is employed in place of the 
clamping strip 6 having the drip rail feature 
in connection therewith. 

Fig. 4 illustrates a rear bow cover engag 
ing strip shaped to form the rear bow of the 
top instead of being attached to a separate 
bow member. In this construction the sheet 
metal in cross section is made of circular or 
oval form and has an opening along the 
outer side thereof and a false bottom 24 
forming the bottom of the cover edge receiv 
ing channel 25 of the bow, such bottom being 
formed by doubling the metal back along 
the side edges of the channel and then ex 
tending it cross wise of the bow, as shown. 

y and upwardly turned portion 
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The channel bottom 24 is provided at each 
side of its center and below the overhangin 
edge or flange portions of the channel wall 
with longitudinally extending ribs 26 for 
coacting with the beaded edges of the deck 
and back cover strips. 

Fig. 5 illustrates a front bow construction 
in which the metal is shaped to form the 
front bow, and the cover edge and clamping 
strip receiving channel. 

Fig. 6 illustrates a modified form of the 
clamping strip showing it made solid of 
rubber or other suitable yielding material. It is found in practice that by providing 
the bow strips, or the strips for engaging the 
respective edges of the deck and back cover 
ings with internal ribs for engaging the 
doubled back beaded end portions of the coverings, that the coverings are quite se 
curely held in engagement with the strips before placing clamping strips in engage 
ment therewith thereby very materially facilitating the covering of a top frame. 

I Wish it understood that my invention is 
not limited to any specific construction, ar 
rangement or form of the parts, as it is 
eapable of embodiment in numerous forms 
without departing from the spirit of the 
claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 1. In a top of the class described, a frame 
bow having a channel therein with over hanging outer edge walls forming an en 
trance opening and with an inwardly pro 
jecting longitudinally extending rib in its 
bottom portion, a covering having a beaded 
edge projecting into said opening with its 
bead disposed in position to engage the rear 
or inner side of a bottom rib, and a retain 
ing strip adapted to be forced into the chan 
nel opening of the bow and to yieldingly co 
act with the walls thereof to hold the cover 
edge in engagement therewith. -f 

2. In a top of the class described, a metal 
bow having a channel therein with over 
hanging outer edge walls forming an en 
trance opening and with an inwardly pro 
jecting longitudinally extending ribin its 
bottom beneath each overhanging edge wall, covering strips having edges projected with 
in the channel around respective edge walls 
thereof, and beaded at their edges to coact 
with the inner sides of the respective bottom 
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ribs to resista withdrawal of the covering 
edges from the bow channel, and a retain ing strip having a portion adapted for in 
sertion into the channel opening and to have yielding engagement with the edge walls 
thereof and inte d coverings. 

3. In a top of the class described, a chan 
nel strip for receiving an edge portion of a 
covering, and a clamping member for inser 
tion into the channel strip to retain the coy 
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ering therein and having its outer portion 
fashioned to form a drip trough. 

4. In a top of the class described, a strip 
having a channel with overhanging edge 
walls forming an entrance opening, and a 
clamping strip having yielding portions ex 
tending longitudinally thereof ind adapted 
to be forced into the channel opening coop 
erating with edge walls thereof to yieldingly 
grip a clamping material therebetween and 
having an outer portion forming a drip 
trough. 

5. In combination, an automobile top hav 
ing a channeled cover edge receiving strip 
and a clamping strip inserted into the chan 
nel strip to cooperate therewith to hold a 
cover edge and forming an integral drip rail 
at its outer portion. 

6. The combination with the frame of an 
automobile top, of a channeled strip se 
cured to the frame around an edge portion 
thereof, and having the outer open Side of its 
channel restricted, and a second strip having 

8 
yielding outwardly diverging leg portions 
for snap engagement within the channel of 25 
the first strip, and having its outer portion forming a drip rail. 

7. The combination with the frame of an 
automobile top, of a channeled metal strip 
secured to the frame around an edge por 
tion thereof, and having its mouthportion re 
stricted, and a second metal strip having an 
outer crossportion with the edges thereof ex 
tending inward toward each other and then 
away from the cross portion in outwardly 
divergent manner to form yielding flanges 
for springing engagement within the re 
stricted mouth portion of the channel, the 
outer cross portion of the second strip hav 
ing its lower edge doubled upon itself and 
turned outward to form an integral grip 
trough before forming the adjacent leg por 
tion. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto 

signed my name to this specification. 
JOSEPH VETTER. 
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