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METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR PROVIDING 
TRANSITORY , COMMUNICATION - SPECIFIC 
ACCESS TO RECORDS TO DETERMINE 
RECORD MODIFICATIONS WHEN 

PROCESSING ELECTRONIC 
COMMUNICATIONS OVER COMPUTER 

NETWORKS 

BACKGROUND 

[ 0001 ] The amount and variety in electronic communica 
tions has expanded rapidly in prior years . As the amount and 
variety increases , computer networks are constantly strug 
gling with ways to manage and increase efficiency for 
processing communications . A key technical hurdle to over 
coming this problem is preventing bottlenecks along a 
communication path ( e.g. , the route of computer nodes 
through a computer network ) . To complicate this problem , 
each node along the route ( which may correspond to an 
individual server , isolated network , etc. ) may create a poten 
tial bottleneck based on its available resources , functions 
that may need to be performed on the communications , 
and / or whether or not the node is awaiting information ( e.g. , 
from another node ) used to complete its processing . 
[ 0002 ] To further complicate this technical problem , com 
puter networks are dynamic and bottlenecks and / or the 
potential for bottlenecks is both fluid and dependent on 
real - time developments . These real - time developments may 
also be communication - specific as the functions required to 
be performed on a given communication may be unique to 
that communication . Furthermore , as these functions are 
unique to the communication , a computer node may not be 
aware of the functions ( e.g. , what record modifications ) are 
needed ( or the processing load required to make such 
modifications ) to handle the communication . 

cessing load offset . Furthermore , the system may maintain 
flexibility in that the amount ( or percentage ) of the process 
ing load offset may be specific to each communication ( e.g. , 
based on communication data that identifies a communica 
tion type ) . For example , the system may determine based on 
metadata for the communication what process load offset to 
apply to a processing bandwidth at a destination source . 
[ 0005 ] In some aspects , methods and systems for provid 
ing transitory , communication - specific access to records to 
determine record modifications when processing electronic 
communications through an automated clearing house 
( “ ACH ” ) over computer networks are described . For 
example , the system may receive an ACH communication , 
at a destination record from a source record , via a commu 
nication link at a predetermined time for a predetermined 
processing load offset . The system may adjust destination 
record data associated with the destination record by 
increasing a processing bandwidth of the destination record 
by the predetermined processing load offset . The system 
may , after receiving the ACH communication , receive , via 
the source record , communication data from a communica 
tion provider indicating an attempted communication using 
an ACH communication format provided by the source 
record , wherein the communication data includes a commu 
nication processing load offset , data identifying the destina 
tion record , and data identifying a communication type . The 
system may process the attempted communication using the 
predetermined processing load offset , wherein processing 
the attempted communication includes processing the 
attempted communication with an offset rate , wherein the 
offset rate is a percentage of the communication processing 
load offset , and wherein the percentage is based on the 
communication type . 
[ 0006 ] Various other aspects , features , and advantages of 
the invention will be apparent through the detailed descrip 
tion of the invention and the drawings attached hereto . It is 
also to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the following detailed description are 
examples and not restrictive of the scope of the invention . As 
used in the specification and in the claims , the singular forms 
of “ a , " " an , ” and “ the ” include plural referents unless the 
context clearly dictates otherwise . In addition , as used in the 
specification and the claims , the term “ or ” means “ and / or ” 
unless the context clearly dictates otherwise . 

SUMMARY 

[ 0003 ] Accordingly , methods and systems are described 
herein for improvements to processing electronic commu 
nications over computer networks . In particular , the methods 
and systems related to providing transitory , communication 
specific access to records to determine record modifications . 
The methods and systems are specifically relevant when 
processing electronic communications through an auto 
mated clearing house ( “ ACH ” ) over computer networks . For 
example , automated clearing houses may process commu 
nications automatically to reduce bottlenecks and improve 
efficiency . However , the use of these automated processes , 
also reduces the flexibility of the system to customize 
responses that are communication specific . For example , as 
the process is automated , information related to the com 
munication may not be available . As such , subsequent 
communications and / or responses based on the receipt of the 
communication ( e.g. , record modifications ) may not have 
the appropriate triggers . 
[ 0004 ] To overcome this technical problem , the system 
establishes a parallel communication that is keyed to an 
attempted communication . In particular , the parallel com 
munication may provide a destination record ( e.g. , at a 
destination server that is scheduled to handle the commu 
nication ) a predetermined processing load offset at a prede 
termined time prior to the communication being generated 
by a communication provider . The system may then process 
the attempted communication using the predetermined pro 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[ 0007 ] The present application can be more fully under 
stood by reading the following detailed description of the 
presently preferred embodiments together with the accom 
panying drawings , in which like reference indicators are 
used to designate like elements , and in which : 
[ 0008 ] FIG . 1 illustrates an exemplary transaction system 
according to the exemplary embodiments of the present 
application ; 
[ 0009 ] FIG . 2 illustrates an exemplary flow diagram for 
processing a transaction according to the exemplary embodi 
ments of the present application ; 
[ 0010 ] FIG . 3 illustrates another exemplary flow diagram 
for processing a transaction according to the exemplary 
embodiments of the present application ; 
[ 0011 ] FIG . 4 illustrates in more detail the exemplary 
transaction system shown in FIG . 1 ; 
[ 0012 ] FIG . 5 illustrates another exemplary transaction 
system ; and 
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[ 0013 ] FIG . 6 illustrates an exemplary webpage providing 
an account holder the ability to view a pending transaction 
and to challenge the validity of that transaction ; 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[ 0014 ] In the following description , for the purposes of 
explanation , numerous specific details are set forth in order 
to provide a thorough understanding of the embodiments of 
the invention . It will be appreciated , however , by those 
having skill in the art that the embodiments of the invention 
may be practiced without these specific details or with an 
equivalent arrangement . In other cases , well - known struc 
tures and devices are shown in block diagram form in order 
to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the embodiments of the 
invention . 
[ 0015 ] As described above , methods and systems are 
described herein for improvements to processing electronic 
communications over computer networks . In particular , the 
methods and systems related to providing transitory , com 
munication - specific access to records to determine record 
modifications . The methods and systems are specifically 
relevant when processing electronic communications 
through an automated clearing house ( “ ACH ” ) over com 
puter networks . For example , automated clearing houses 
may process communications automatically to reduce 
bottlenecks and improve efficiency . However , the use of 
these automated processes , also reduces the flexibility of the 
system to customize responses that are communication 
specific . For example , as the process is automated , infor 
mation related to the communication may not be available . 
As such , subsequent communications and / or responses 
based on the receipt of the communication ( e.g. , record 
modifications ) may not have the appropriate triggers . 
[ 0016 ) To overcome this technical problem , the system 
establishes a parallel communication that is keyed to an 
attempted communication . In particular , the parallel com 
munication may provide a destination record ( e.g. , at a 
destination server that is scheduled to handle the commu 
nication ) a predetermined processing load offset at a prede 
termined time prior to the communication being generated 
by a communication provider . The system may then process 
the attempted communication using the predetermined pro 
cessing load offset . Furthermore , the system may maintain 
flexibility in that the amount ( or percentage ) of the process 
ing load offset may be specific to each communication ( e.g. , 
based on communication data that identifies a communica 
tion type ) . For example , the system may determine , based on 
metadata for the communication , what process load offset to 
apply to a processing bandwidth at a destination source . 
[ 0017 ] The systems methods may be applied to any type of 
communication in which communication - specific informa 
tion about the communication may trigger additional func 
tions . For example , in some embodiments , the systems and 
methods may be used to allow ACH transactions ( e.g. , ACH 
communications ) to generate interchange revenue ( e.g. , 
determine processing load proportions ) and , thus , provide 
membership rewards ( e.g. , account record modifications ) . 
For example , ACH transactions generate little interchange 
revenue as the interchange revenue would be paid by a 
merchant ( e.g. , communication provider ) to a credit card 
provider ( e.g. , a source account and / or source record 
holder ) , and in ACH transactions , there is no credit card 
provider . This poses problems for membership rewards 
programs that are funded by interchange revenue , 

cifically , ACH transaction cards . In such cases , the embodi 
ments described herein solve this problem by establishing a 
parallel transaction that is keyed of an attempted transaction 
using an ACH transaction card ( e.g. , an ACH communica 
tion format provided by the source record ) . To key the 
parallel transaction to an ACH transaction , the embodiments 
introduce several unconventional technical features . First , 
prior to any attempted transaction , the embodiments recite 
receiving ACH transfers , at a destination account from a 
source account , at predetermined times for predetermined 
amounts . Second , the embodiments recite including addi 
tional data ( e.g. , a user selection of a credit card or debit card 
purchase ) in conventional transaction data which indicates a 
type of the transaction ( e.g. , credit or ACH ) . Third , the 
system may determine an interchange rate percentage ( e.g. , 
an offset rate ) based on the type using the predetermined 
amount ( e.g. , predetermined processing load offset ) previ 
ously sent ( e.g. , allotted for ) . Through the additions of these 
unconventional technical features , the embodiments estab 
lish a parallel transaction that is keyed of an attempted 
transaction using an ACH transaction card . 
[ 0018 ] Credit cards , debit cards and other types of trans 
action cards are commonly used today by consumers to fund 
transactions at or with merchants . When credit cards and 
debit cards are used by consumers , interchange rates are 
routinely imposed by a bankcard association . An inter 
change rate is generally a percentage of a transaction amount 
and the percentage is set by the bankcard association . 
Acquiring banks are charged the interchange rate for a 
consumer transaction by the card association . An acquiring 
bank is a financial institution that contracts with merchants 
to settle electronic transactions . For credit card transactions , 
an acquiring bank provides the merchant with its credit card 
processing account . This acquiring bank sends credit card 
and purchase information for transactions to a card associa 
tion ( such as Visa® and MasterCard® ) , which forwards it to 
the issuer associated with the credit card . The card associa 
tion also collects interchange revenue due to the interchange 
rate imposed for each transaction associated with the respec 
tive credit or debit card and forwards at least a portion of that 
revenue to the issuer . Interchange rates for credit card 
transactions are commonly higher than interchange rates for 
debit cards . 
[ 0019 ] Also commonly used today in the banking industry 
is ACH transactions . ACH is a form of electronic payment . 
Specifically , ACH is an electronic fund transfer through an 
ACH network including the Federal Reserve Bank from one 
account to another account , such as to a checking or savings 
account . ACH is typically used to process payments for 
settlement within one or two business days . ACH transac 
tions are settled in a manner similar to the way checks are 
settled : the clearinghouse takes all ACH files received daily 
from its member banks , sorts them by the originating bank 
( the bank where the check was cashed or deposited ) and the 
paying bank ( the bank against which the check was drawn ) , 
totals the accounts , and credits or debits appropriate 
accounts accordingly . A company can issue an ACH debit 
for a purchase amount through the ACH network to a 
customer's account at the customer's bank . A company can 
also initiate a purchase upon receipt of an ACH credit . 
[ 0020 ] Numerous financial institutions , such as credit card 
companies and banks , and other companies , such as airline 
carriers , hotels and retailers , offer membership reward pro 
grams to their customers . Traditionally , membership reward 
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programs are funded at least in part by the interchange 
revenue collected by the respective financial institution . 
These membership reward programs often provide their 
participants the ability to earn and accumulate units or 
portions thereof that are operable as currency , such as points , 
stars and miles . Participants earn such units , for example , 
when conducting transactions with a qualified account or 
engaging services with the qualified account . The units are 
redeemable for merchandise or services with participating 
merchants . Further , these membership reward programs 
offer other rewards to participants for being enrolled in the 
respective reward program that do not involve the redemp 
tion of points or the like , such as a companion airline ticket 
upon purchasing an airline ticket with a qualified account . 
Depending on the reward program enrolled in by a partici 
pant , certain rewards may not be available to the respective 
participant . For instance , program X may not offer particular 
merchandise or services to its participants , whereas program 
Y does offer such merchandise or services . A participant may 
use a transaction card associated with the qualified account 
to conduct the respective transaction . Reward units typically 
accrue at a rate of one unit for every dollar spent using the 
account and the accrued units operate as currency . Some 
entities restrict purchasing to particular merchants to earn 
reward units , whereas other financial institutions have no 
such restrictions . The maximum reward units a participant 
can earn annually are usually unlimited . Sometimes , how 
ever , a cap is imposed on the amount of reward units a 
participant can earn . Additionally , reward units usually do 
not accumulate on cash advances , convenience checks , 
balance transfers , fees or adjustments . When merchandise 
purchased with the respective account is returned , the 
account credit will result in a reduction of reward units . 
[ 0021 ] Participants usually seek to accumulate enough 
reward units to purchase merchandise or services . For 
instance , a participant may seek to accumulate enough 
reward units to purchase a particular product from an 
associated merchant or purchase an airline ticket from 
another associated merchant . Depending on the program , 
only certain merchants are considered qualified merchants 
with whom reward units can be redeemed towards a pur 
chase . 

[ 0022 ] Membership reward programs also often offer par 
ticipants other rewards , incentives or the like instead of or in 
addition to the ability to accumulate reward units . For 
example , some membership reward programs return to a 
participant a predetermined percentage of a transaction 
amount or of an amount spent during a predetermined period 
( referred to as “ cash back " ) either as a credit to an account 
or by check , offer participants discounts on select merchan 
dise or services , and complimentary merchandise or ser 
vices . 

[ 0023 ] Typically , participants earn rewards when using 
transaction cards associated with a credit line , such as 
conventional credit cards . Few debit card issuers , however , 
offer rewards for use of their debit cards at least in part 
because companies like Mastercard® and Visa® collect 
lower interchange revenue from merchants and conse 
quently pay less to the respective issuers . As a result , debit 
card issuers do not have sufficient revenue to fund programs 
such as rewards programs . Moreover , consumers commonly 
obtain their debit cards from the same banks which provide 
their checking or other demand deposit account . 

[ 0024 ] Therefore , a need exists for a system and method 
that utilizes a transaction vehicle , for instance , a transaction 
card with an interchange rate , associated with a destination 
account , the destination account being funded on a prede 
termined basis , such as daily , weekly or monthly , through 
ACH or otherwise by another account associated with the 
issuer of the transaction vehicle or a different financial 
institution . There is also a need to offer an account holder 
debit functionality linked to an account , such as the desti 
nation account , yet provide a predetermined delay before a 
transaction is funded through ACH or otherwise and a 
system and method for the account holder to challenge the 
validity of that respective transaction during the predeter 
mined delay . Accordingly , the account holder is provided 
with enhanced fraud protection . 
[ 0025 ] Today , credit cards , debit cards and other types of 
transaction cards are commonly used by consumers to fund 
transactions at or with merchants . When credit cards and 
debit cards are used by consumers , interchange rates are 
routinely imposed by a bankcard association . An inter 
change rate is generally a percentage of a transaction amount 
and the percentage is set by the bankcard association . 
Acquiring banks are charged the interchange rate for a 
consumer transaction by the card association . An acquiring 
bank is a financial institution that contracts with merchants 
to settle electronic transactions . For credit card transactions , 
an acquiring bank provides the merchant with its credit card 
processing account . This acquiring bank sends credit card 
and purchase information for transactions to a card associa 
tion ( such as Visa® and MasterCard® ) , which forwards it to 
the issuer associated with the credit card . The card associa 
tion also collects interchange revenue due to the interchange 
rate imposed for each transaction associated with the respec 
tive credit or debit card and forwards at least a portion of that 
revenue to the issuer . Interchange rates for credit card 
transactions are commonly higher than interchange rates for 
debit cards . 
[ 0026 ] Also commonly used today in the banking industry 
is automated clearing house ( “ ACH ” ) transactions . ACH is 
a form of electronic payment . Specifically , ACH is an 
electronic fund transfer through an ACH network including 
the Federal Reserve Bank from one account to another 
account , such as to a checking or savings account . ACH is 
typically used to process payments for settlement within one 
or two business days . ACH transactions are settled in a 
manner similar to the way checks are settled : The clearing 
house takes all ACH files received daily from its member 
banks , sorts them by the originating bank ( the bank where 
the check was cashed or deposited ) and the paying bank ( the 
bank against which the check was rawn ) , totals the 
accounts , and credits or debits appropriate accounts accord 
ingly . A company can issue an ACH debit for a purchase 
amount through the ACH network to a customer's account 
at the customer's bank . A company can also initiate a 
purchase upon receipt of an ACH credit . 
[ 0027 ] Numerous financial institutions , such as credit card 
companies and banks , and other companies , such as airline 
carriers , hotels and retailers , offer membership reward pro 
grams to their customers . Traditionally , membership reward 
programs are funded at least in part by the interchange 
revenue collected by the respective financial institution . 
These membership reward programs often provide their 
participants the ability to earn and accumulate units or 
portions thereof that are operable as currency , such as points , 
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stars and miles . Participants earn such units , for example , 
when conducting transactions with a qualified account or 
engaging services with the qualified account . The units are 
redeemable for merchandise or services with participating 
merchants . Further , these membership reward programs 
offer other rewards to participants for being enrolled in the 
respective reward program that do not involve the redemp 
tion of points or the like , such as a companion airline ticket 
upon purchasing an airline ticket with a qualified account . 
Depending on the reward program enrolled in by a partici 
pant , certain rewards may not be available to the respective 
participant . For instance , program X may not offer particular 
merchandise or services to its participants , whereas program 
Y does offer such merchandise or services . A participant may 
use a transaction card associated with the qualified account 
to conduct the respective transaction . Reward units typically 
accrue at a rate of one unit for every dollar spent using the 
account and the accrued units operate as currency . Some 
entities restrict purchasing to particular merchants to earn 
reward units , whereas other financial institutions have no 
such restrictions . The maximum reward units a participant 
can earn annually are usually unlimited . Sometimes , how 
ever , a cap is imposed on the amount of reward units a 
participant can earn . Additionally , reward units usually do 
not accumulate on cash advances , convenience checks , 
balance transfers , fees or adjustments . When merchandise 
purchased with the respective account is returned , the 
account credit will result in a reduction of reward units . 
[ 0028 ] Participants usually seek to accumulate enough 
reward units to purchase merchandise or services . For 
instance , a participant may seek to accumulate enough 
reward units to purchase a particular product from an 
associated merchant or purchase an airline ticket from 
another associated merchant . Depending on the program , 
only certain merchants are considered qualified merchants 
with whom reward units can be redeemed towards a pur 
chase . 
[ 0029 ] Membership reward programs also often offer par 
ticipants other rewards , incentives or the like instead of or in 
addition to the ability to accumulate reward units . For 
example , some membership reward programs return to a 
participant a predetermined percentage of a transaction 
amount or of an amount spent during a predetermined period 
( referred to as “ cash back ” ) either as a credit to an account 
or by check , offer participants discounts on select merchan 
dise or services , and complimentary merchandise or ser 
vices . 
[ 0030 ] Typically , participants earn rewards when using 
transaction cards associated with a credit line , such as 
conventional credit cards . Few debit card issuers , however , 
offer rewards for use of their debit cards at least in part 
because companies like Mastercard® and Visa® collect 
lower interchange revenue from merchants and conse 
quently pay less to the respective issuers . As a result , debit 
card issuers do not have sufficient revenue to fund programs 
such as rewards programs . Moreover , consumers commonly 
obtain their debit cards from the same banks which provide 
their checking or other demand deposit account . 
[ 0031 ] Therefore , a need exists for a system and method 
that utilizes a transaction vehicle , for instance , a transaction 
card with an interchange rate , associated with a destination 
account , the destination account being funded on a prede 
termined basis , such as daily , weekly or monthly , through 
ACH or otherwise by another account associated with the 

issuer of the transaction vehicle or a different financial 
institution . There is also a need to offer an account holder 
debit functionality linked to an account , such as the desti 
nation account , yet provide a predetermined delay before a 
transaction is funded through ACH or otherwise and a 
system and method for the account holder to challenge the 
validity of that respective transaction during the predeter 
mined delay . Accordingly , the account holder is provided 
with enhanced fraud protection . 
[ 0032 ] The exemplary embodiments of the present appli 
cation are described with reference to an account holder 
having a plurality of accounts , including a destination 
account , and having the ability to access the destination 
account with various transaction vehicles , including , for 
instance , the use of at least one associated transaction card . 
The account holder can use the transaction card or other 
transaction vehicle , for example , to make a purchase at or 
with a merchant . The appearance of the transaction vehicle 
can represent a credit card , a debit card , an ATM card , a 
smart card and a fob , for instance a radio frequency iden 
tification ( “ RFID ” ) key fob , and , thus , is not meant to be 
limited to any particular type of card or other device and 
associated account . Transactions conducted with certain 
types of transaction vehicles , however , are processed using 
an interchange rate , as described herein in more detail . As is 
well known in the art , some transactions can be conducted 
without presenting a physical transaction vehicle at a point 
of - sale ( “ POS ” ) . Rather , an account holder can present a 
predetermined number or alphanumeric combination of let 
ters and numbers associated with one or more accounts to 
perform a transaction . Further , transaction vehicles can be 
administered by various companies , such as banks , credit 
card companies , or other institutions or companies . 
[ 0033 ] As described above , the exemplary embodiments 
of the present application are described with reference to an 
account holder having a destination account that can be 
accessed with a variety of transaction vehicles , including , 
for instance , using a transaction card . The destination 
account can be funded by one or more source accounts 
previously specified by the account holder . The account 
holder can add to or remove from the list of available one or 
more source accounts linked to the destination account . In an 
exemplary embodiment , the destination account is funded to 
cover an amount of a transaction after the account holder 
initiates the transaction . 
[ 0034 ] FIG . 1 illustrates an exemplary transaction system 
100 according to the exemplary embodiments of the present 
application . Transaction system 100 includes merchant 110 , 
financial institution A 125 in communication , either directly 
or indirectly , with merchant 110 via communication link 
115 , for example , a debit network , a credit network or a debit 
and credit network , and financial institution B 150. Com 
munication link 115 or a portion of communication link 115 
can be a landline link , a wireless link or a combination 
thereof . Financial institution A 125 includes processing unit 
120 , interest determination unit 130 , reward determination 
unit 135 and memory unit 170 having stored therein source 
account data 140 and destination account data 145. Source 
account data is associated with at least one source account , 
including for instance source account 425 , and destination 
account data 145 is associated with destination account 410 , 
depicted in FIG . 4. Alternatively , the functionality provided 
by interest determination unit 130 and reward determination 
unit 135 can instead be provided by processing unit 120 or 
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in conjunction with processing unit 120. Financial institu 
tion B 150 includes processing unit 155 in communication , 
either directly or indirectly , with memory unit 160 having 
stored therein source account data 175. Source account data 
175 is associated with at least one source account , including 
for instance source account 415 , also shown in FIG . 4 . 
Destination account 410 can also be associated with a third 
party instead of financial institution A 125 . 
[ 0035 ] Financial institution A 125 transmits data to and 
receives data , for instance , transfer 435 as shown in FIG . 4 , 
from financial institution B 150 via communication link 165 . 
The use of communication link 115 , such as a debit network , 
a credit network or a debit and credit network , for transmit 
ting and for processing credit and debit transaction data is 
well known in the art and , therefore , is not described in 
detail herein . Similarly , the use of communication link 165 , 
such as an ACH network , for transmitting and for processing 
transfer 435 is well known in the art and , hence , is also not 
described in detail herein . The present application is not 
limited to using an ACH network to transfer funds in or out 
of a destination account and a debit network , a credit 
network or a debit and credit network for an account holder 
to access the destination account . Rather , funds can be 
transferred in or out of the destination account in any 
manner . Exemplary communication links for transferring 
funds in or out of the destination account include wiring , 
ACH , electronic funds transfer , ATM networks , Visa® , 
MasterCard® or the like . 
[ 0036 ] Transaction card 105 is operable for account holder 
180 to purchase at or with merchant 110 to cause data to be 
transmitted to and from financial institution A 125 regarding 
that transaction . Financial institution A 125 issues to account 
holder 180 transaction card 105 , financial institution A 125 
being a credit card company , a bank , a mortgage company 
or any other type of financial institution or company . Like 
financial institution A 125 , financial institution B 150 is 
linked to financial institution A 125 and can be a credit card 
company , a bank , a mortgage company or any other type of 
financial institution or company . 
[ 0037 ] Memory unit 170 and memory unit 160 associated 
with financial institution A 125 and financial institution B 
150 , respectively , can include various types of memory 
storage devices , for example , one or more databases , rela 
tional or otherwise and , therefore , is not meant to be limited 
to any particular type of storage device or quantity of storage 
devices operating alone or in combination . Memory unit 170 
stores data including , for instance , source account data 140 
and destination account data 145 , and memory unit 160 
stores data including , for example , source account data 175 . 
As will be appreciated by a person having ordinary skill in 
the art , memory unit 170 and memory unit 160 can store 
other data associated with account holder 180 , such as 
personal data , transaction history data , security data and data 
associated with accumulated and redeemed rewards . 
Memory unit 170 and / or memory unit 160 can also store 
data associated with one or more additional source accounts 
that are linked to the destination account , the one or more 
additional source accounts being associated with financial 
institution A 125 and / or financial institution B 150. As will 
be described in more detail herein , a source account can be 
associated with another entity besides financial institution A 
125 and financial institution B 150 , as described in the 
present application , with reference to FIG . 5 . 

[ 0038 ] Communication link 115 can be a debit network , a 
credit network or a debit and credit network including the 
MasterCard® / Visa® network or other proprietary networks , 
such as Plus , Novus ( debit ) , Diner's Club ( credit ) and 
American Express® , the operation and use of which are well 
known in the art and are , thus , not described herein . Trans 
action data associated with a transaction between account 
holder 180 and merchant 110 is transmitted using commu 
nication link 115. The present application is not limited to 
using a debit network , a credit network or a debit and credit 
network or other proprietary networks . Rather , an ACH 
network , Internet based payment networks , processor based 
payment networks , for instance , the First Data network , 
could be used instead of or in combination with the debit 
network , the credit network or the debit and credit network . 
For instance , transaction data can also be transmitted 
through an Internet link , through an email link and through 
a telephone link instead of a debit / credit network or in 
combination with a debit / credit network . 
[ 0039 ] The components of FIG . 1 may be implemented 
through hardware , software , and / or firmware . The compo 
nents in transaction system 100 are not limited to those 
illustrated . 
[ 0040 ] FIG . 2 illustrates an exemplary flow diagram for 
processing and for funding a transaction according to the 
exemplary embodiments of the present application . Finan 
cial institution A 125 is in communication with financial 
institution B 150 so that funds can be electronically trans 
ferred to or from the respective financial institution via 
communication link 165. In an exemplary embodiment , fund 
transfers occur automatically on a recurring basis at a 
predetermined time , for instance , daily , weekly , monthly or 
yearly , or a combination thereof , as described herein in more 
detail . Alternatively , fund transfers can occur upon request , 
as opposed to automatically , for example , by account holder 
180 , by financial institution A 125 and / or by financial 
institution B 150 , also described herein in more detail with 
reference to FIG . 3 . 
[ 0041 ] In FIG . 2 , transfer 435 occurs automatically at a 
predetermined time for a predetermined amount before a 
transaction is attempted by account holder 180. The auto 
matic transfer 435 is either initiated by financial institution 
A 125 via request 430 , described herein with reference to 
205-215 , or is initiated by financial institution B 165 , as 
described herein with reference to 220-225 . When initiated 
by financial institution A 125 by request 430 , a predeter 
mined amount of funds are requested by processing unit 120 
to be transferred to destination account 410 associated with 
financial institution A 125 from source account 415 associ 
ated with financial institution B 150 , in 205 , as shown in 
FIG . 2. Processing unit 120 receives the requested transfer 
from financial institution B 150 , in 210 , and updates desti 
nation account data 145 stored in memory unit 170 associ 
ated with account holder 180 by increasing the stored 
balance data by the amount of transfer 435 , in 215. Further , 
processing unit 155 of financial institution B 150 updates 
source account 415 , in particular , source account data 175 
stored in memory unit 160 , also associated with account 
holder 180 by decreasing the stored balance data by the 
amount of transfer 435. In an exemplary embodiment of the 
present application , the amount of the automatic transfer 435 
is determined by the respective account holder , for instance , 
account holder 180 , and the predetermined time , for 
instance , daily , weekly , monthly or yearly , when transfer 435 
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occurs is also determined by that account holder . Alterna 
tively , the amount of transfer 435 is not predetermined by 
account holder 180 . 
[ 0042 ] When financial institution B 150 initiates transfer 
435 , processing unit 155 of financial institution B 150 
automatically transfers the predetermined amount of funds 
from source account 415 to destination account 410 at 
financial institution A 125 at the predetermined time via 
transfer 435 through communication link 165. Transfer 435 
is received by processing unit 120 , in 220. Similar to when 
financial institution A 125 initiates transfer 435 , processing 
unit 120 adjusts destination account data 145 including the 
balance data by increasing the balance data by the amount of 
transfer 435 , in 225. Also , processing unit 155 adjusts source 
account data 175 by decreasing the stored balance data by 
the amount of transfer 435 . 
[ 0043 ] Thus , processing unit 120 of financial institution A 
125 can automatically request the transfer of the predeter 
mined amount of funds from source account 415 to desti 
nation account 410 via transfer 435 at the predetermined 
time or processing unit 155 of financial institution B 150 can 
automatically transfer the predetermined amount of funds 
from source account 415 to destination account 410 at 
financial institution A 125 via transfer 435 at the predeter 
mined time , as described herein . In both instances , an 
account balance of destination account 410 is increased 
which is reflected by destination account data 145 stored in 
memory unit 170. Accordingly , funds will be available for 
account holder 180 to conduct at least one transaction at or 
with merchant 110. The transaction may have imposed 
thereon a credit card interchange rate if transaction card 105 
is , for instance , operable as a credit card . Alternatively , an 
interchange rate other than a credit card interchange rate is 
imposed , for instance , a debit card interchange rate . In a 
further alternative embodiment , the transaction is not 
imposed with any interchange rate regardless whether the 
transaction is initiated by account holder 180 with a trans 
action card or without a transaction card or other transaction 
vehicle . 
[ 0044 ] As shown in FIG . 2 , after the occurrence of transfer 
435 , account holder 180 can present transaction card 105 to 
merchant 110 , for instance , at a POS for conducting a 
transaction with merchant 110. A device or devices located 
at merchant 110 , such as a POS terminal , read a magnetic 
stripe located on transaction card 105 or a memory unit 
located on transaction card 105 if transaction card 105 is a 
smart card or the like . Transaction data including at least a 
transaction amount and an account number associated with 
transaction card 105 is received by processing unit 120 of 
financial institution A 125 via communication link 115 , in 
230. In an exemplary embodiment , the received account 
number is associated with destination account 410 and 
destination account data 145 stored in memory unit 170. The 
account number , however , can be associated with another 
account linked to destination account 410 . 
[ 0045 ] In transaction system 100 , a credit card interchange 
rate may be imposed for the transaction conducted by 
account holder 180 at merchant 110 using transaction card 
105. Accordingly , the interchange revenue earned by the 
issuer of transaction card 105 , for instance , financial insti 
tution A 125 , may be greater than the interchange revenue 
earned from a debit card interchange rate . 
[ 0046 ] The present application , however , is not limited to 
using a transaction vehicle such as transaction card 105 to 

access destination account 410. Destination account 410 can 
be accessible to account holder 180 in a variety of ways 
including , for example , by check , via the Internet , via an 
automated teller machine , via an RFID fob , in - person , for 
instance , at a bank branch or the like , by interacting with a 
customer service representative or voice response unit , a 
direct host - to - host connection , wireless communication with 
a bank processor , for example , via Blackberry , a personal 
digital assistant or wireless telephone , or any other method 
for accessing an account regardless of the type of account . 
Destination account 410 may be used , for instance , to make 
on - line bill payments . 
[ 0047 ] Once the transaction data is received by processing 
unit 120 , in 230 , processing unit 120 processes the attempted 
transaction by account holder 180 , in 235. Specifically , 
processing unit 120 determines from the received transac 
tion data the account number associated with transaction 
card 105 used by account holder 180 at merchant 110 and the 
transaction amount . Since in an exemplary embodiment the 
account number is associated with destination account 410 , 
processing unit 120 accesses destination account data 145 
stored in memory unit 170 to determine whether to authorize 
the attempted transaction , in 240. More particularly , pro 
cessing unit 120 compares the balance of destination 
account 410 to the transaction amount to determine whether 
the balance is greater than or equal to the transaction 
amount . If the balance of destination account 410 is greater 
than or equal to the transaction amount , then processing unit 
120 authorizes the attempted transaction and transmits 
authorization data to merchant 110 via communication link 
115 , in 250. As will be appreciated by a person having 
ordinary skill in the art , if account holder 180 initiated the 
transaction in a manner that does not necessitate the use of 
communication link 115 , communication link 115 is not 
utilized , for example , if account holder 180 initiates the 
transaction by check or in - person . If , however , the balance 
of destination account 410 is less than the transaction 
amount , then processing unit 120 denies the attempted 
transaction and transmits denial data to merchant 110 via 
communication link 115 , in 245 . 
[ 0048 ] Alternatively , if the balance of destination account 
410 is less than the amount of the attempted transaction , a 
credit line associated with financial institution A 125 or 
financial institution B 150 , or another demand deposit 
account associated with account holder 180 is accessed by 
processing unit 120 to cover the amount of the attempted 
transaction or a portion thereof not covered by the balance 
of destination account 410. Account holder 180 can also be 
charged a predetermined transaction fee for utilizing the 
overdraft protection benefit associated with transaction card 
105. The credit line or demand deposit account may or may 
not be linked to only destination account data 145 or be 
operable for only serving an overdraft protection function . 
[ 0049 ] Destination account 410 may have a balance 
reflected by destination account data 145 , described herein 
with reference to FIGS . 2-4 . In an exemplary embodiment , 
if destination account 410 has a balance , account holder 180 
earns interest at a fixed or variable interest rate on the 
account balance . The fixed or variable interest rate can be 
determined by financial institution A 125 or determined 
based in whole or in part on any other known method for 
determining interest rates on deposited funds . Interest deter 
mination unit 130 determines an amount of interest that has 
accrued on a balance of destination account data 145 at a 
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predetermined time , for instance , on a daily , weekly , 
monthly or yearly basis . Thereafter , processing unit 120 
receives data from interest determination unit 130 indicating 
the accrued interest and stores this data in memory unit 170 
in association with destination account 410 so that destina 
tion account data 145 reflects the increase in the account 
balance . 
[ 0050 ] In an alternative embodiment described in more 
detail herein with reference to FIG . 3 , funds are transferred 
from source account 415 to destination account 410 by 
transfer 435 only upon request by account holder 180 after 
( or before ) a respective attempted transaction by account 
holder 180. In a further alternative embodiment , funds are 
transferred from source account 415 to destination account 
410 by financial institution A 125 or by financial institution 
B 150 automatically after account holder 180 initiates the 
transaction with merchant 110. For instance , upon process 
ing unit 120 receiving data from merchant 110 indicating a 
transaction amount , processing unit 120 automatically trans 
mits request 430 to processing unit 155 requesting a transfer 
equal to the transaction amount be transferred to destination 
account 410. Alternatively , account holder 180 can contact 
financial institution A 125 or financial institution B 150 to 
request transfer 435 for a specific amount of money at least 
equal to the transaction amount . Account holder 180 can also 
request when transfer 435 should occur to assure that the 
appropriate funds are present in destination account 410 for 
covering the transaction amount and / or any future transac 
tions using transaction card 105 or other transaction vehicle 
at merchant 110 . 
[ 0051 ] In the exemplary embodiments of the present appli 
cation , the funds are transferred out of destination account 
on a daily basis , hourly basis or less . As a result , destination 
account 410 is operable as a pass - through account and , 
therefore , can have a balance for no period of time or for a 
limited period of time . As will be appreciated by a person 
having ordinary skill in the art , destination account 410 may 
not have funds deposited therein . Rather , destination 
account 410 may have , for example , debit units or a negative 
amount so that the appropriate entity , such as financial 
institution A 125 , keeps track of how much is paid out and 
how much to request from the respective source account ( s ) 
of account holder 180 . 
[ 0052 ] FIG . 3 illustrates another exemplary flow diagram 
for processing and for funding a transaction according to the 
exemplary embodiments of the present application . As 
shown in FIG . 3 , like the exemplary embodiment described 
herein with reference to FIG . 2 , transaction data including at 
least a transaction amount and an account number is 
received by processing unit 120 of financial institution A 125 
via communication link 115 or otherwise depending on the 
transaction vehicle used by account holder 180 , in 310 . 
[ 0053 ] Processing unit 120 then requests transfer 435 by 
transmitting request 430 for an amount equal to the trans 
action amount to be electronically transferred from source 
account 415 associated with financial institution B 150 , or 
other source account as described in the present application 
with reference to FIG . 5 , to destination account 410 asso 
ciated with financial institution A 125 , in 315. Transfer 435 
can result either from account holder 180 requesting the 
transfer or from financial institution A 125 requesting the 
transfer . Processing unit 120 through processing unit 155 
associated with financial institution B 150 checks the bal 
ance of source account 415 , or through a processing unit of 

another financial institution if another source account is 
being checked , to determine if the respective source account 
is sufficient for funding the transaction . As will be appreci 
ated by a person having ordinary skill in the art , various 
systems and methods can be used to check the balance of an 
account associated with a third party and the present appli 
cation is not meant to be limited to any particular system or 
method . One exemplary system and method is offered by 
CashEdge . If it is determined that the balance or credit line 
of source account 415 is sufficient to fund the transaction , 
then processing unit 120 thereafter receives the funds 
through transfer 435 via communication link 165 or other 
wise , in 320. If it is determined that the balance or credit line 
of source account 415 is not sufficient to fund the transac 
tion , a credit line associated with financial institution A 125 
or financial institution B 150 , or another demand account 
associated with account holder 180 is accessed by process 
ing unit 120 to cover the amount of the attempted transaction 
or a portion thereof . Account holder 180 can also be charged 
a predetermined transaction fee for utilizing the overdraft 
protection benefit associated with transaction card 105. The 
credit line or deposit account may or may not be linked to 
only destination account data 145 or be operable for only 
serving an overdraft protection function . Also , the deposit 
account may or may not be a checking account . 
[ 0054 ] In the exemplary embodiments described with ref 
erence to FIGS . 2 and 3 , an account holder can be offered 
debit functionality linked to an account , such as destination 
account 410 , yet provided a predetermined delay before the 
transaction is funded through ACH or otherwise and pro 
vided a system and method for the account holder to 
challenge the validity of the respective transaction during 
the predetermined delay . Accordingly , the account holder is 
provided with enhanced fraud protection . 
[ 0055 ] The predetermined delay is provided during the 
settlement phase of a transaction . The following is an 
exemplary transaction and settlement process for the exem 
plary embodiments described in the present application and 
is used for explanatory purposes only and , therefore , is not 
meant to limit the scope of the present application . In the 
following example , the participants are financial institution 
A 125 ( a transaction vehicle issuer ) , account holder 180 , 
merchant 110 , a merchant acquirer , a card association , a host 
system , financial institution B 150 ( an account holder bank ) 
and a third party agent . The role of the merchant acquirer , 
the card association and the host system in the transaction 
and settlement process are well known in the art and , 
therefore , are not described in detail in the present applica 
tion and not shown in the drawings . 
[ 0056 ] Account holder 180 uses transaction card 105 at 
merchant 110 to make a $ 100 purchase . A POS terminal at 
merchant 110 sends a request for approval to the merchant 
acquirer . The merchant acquirer forwards the request for 
approval to the card association , for instance , for PIN / Debit 
networks , the request is sent to Star , Interlink , Maestro or 
Cirrus , and for signature Debit , the request is sent to Visa® 
or MasterCard® . The card association routes the request for 
approval to the host system . The host system , for instance , 
associated with First Data® Corporation or Metavante? , 
serves as the agent for financial institution A 125. Alterna 
tively , financial institution A 125 serves as the host system . 
[ 0057 ] The host system determines if account holder 180 
is within a spending limit for the respective account , such as 
destination account 410. The spending limit for a given day 
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is provided to the host system in a batch file by financial 
institution A 125 the night before . Alternatively , the host 
system calculates an internal spending limit , including 
cumulative purchases up until a final batch sent to financial 
institution A 125 at day's end . If within the spending limit , 
the host system sends approval back to the card association , 
which returns approval to the merchant acquirer , which 
returns approval to merchant 110. If not within the spending 
limit , a decline is sent . Alternatively , the host system sends 
an alert to account holder 180 notifying account holder 180 
that he or she is approaching the spending limit . Merchant 
110 provides goods / services to account holder 180 . 
[ 0058 ] An exemplary settlement process is as follows . The 
host system sends $ 98 through the card association . The host 
system pulls money from the pooled account at financial 
institution A 125. The card association forwards $ 97 to the 
merchant acquirer , that is , the card association makes $ 1 . 
The merchant acquirer places $ 97 in an account of merchant 
110. The merchant acquirer makes money from the banking 
relationship or other contract with merchant 110. The host 
system sends an ACH request to financial institution A 125 
for payment of $ 98 on the $ 100 purchase . The ACH request 
is sent at the end of day , in batch , by account number and 
amount spent for account holder 180. Alternatively , the ACH 
request is sent real - time upon approval . The transaction 
vehicle issuer sends $ 98 to the host system either at the end 
of the day in batch or alternatively in real time . 
[ 0059 ] Financial institution A 125 sends an ACH request 
to financial institution B 150 for $ 100 . The ACH request , 
however , is sent after a predetermined delay . In the present 
application , the predetermined delay is not limited to any 
particular time and , therefore , can be any number of hours 
or days . Also , the predetermined delay can commence when 
payment is made to the host system or otherwise . The 
predetermined delay provides account holder 180 the ability 
to review one or more transactions , for example , by access 
ing a web page , verify that those transactions are valid , for 
example , belong to account holder 180 , and functionality for 
account holder 180 to challenge any one of those transac 
tions if wrong before final withdraw from financial institu 
tion B 150 or elsewhere . FIG . 6 illustrates an exemplary web 
page 600 that provides account holder 180 with the ability 
to challenge one or more transactions . As can be seen in FIG . 
6 , account holder 180 can click on one or more of the 
hyperlinks d associated with one or more of the respective 
transactions to challenge that transaction . Account holder 
180 may be presented with a confirmation question to verify 
and confirm that account holder 180 truly wants to challenge 
a respective transaction . As a result of clicking on a par 
ticular hyperlink during the predetermined period of delay , 
the funds are not removed from the account at the account 
holder bank . To determine whether a fraud has been com 
mitted , any fraud resolution process , for instance , those 
processes known in the art that are implemented when an 
individual disputes a debit transaction associated with a 
debit card or a credit transaction associated with a credit 
card , can be used with the exemplary embodiments of the 
present application . Such fraud resolution processes are well 
known to a person having ordinary skill in the art and are , 
therefore , not described in detail in the present application . 
[ 0060 ] Alternatively , a third party agent , for example , 
CashEdge , sends an ACH request to financial institution B 
150 or elsewhere . The ACH requests can be batched by 
account holder . In a further alternative embodiment , third 

party agent or other entity uses screen scraping to determine 
if account holder 180 has enough available funds in the 
respective account at financial institution B 150 or elsewhere 
to complete the ACH request ; that is , a service such as 
CashEdge will login to financial institution B 150 or else 
where with account holder information provided by account 
holder 180 and will check the balance from predetermined 
configurations . 
[ 0061 ] If account holder 180 has insufficient funds in the 
account at financial institution B 150 , the transaction vehicle 
issuer resends the ACH request , for instance , daily , to 
complete the draft until full funds are available . If or when 
account holder 180 has sufficient funds in the account at 
financial institution B 150 or elsewhere , the account holder 
bank sends $ 100 to transaction vehicle issuer from the 
account at financial institution B 150 or elsewhere . In this 
example , financial institution A 125 makes $ 2 on the trans 
action . 
[ 0062 ] Additional source accounts other than source 
account 425 and source account 415 are linked to destination 
account 410 and can fund destination account 410 , as shown 
in FIG . 5. FIG . 5 illustrates financial institution A 125 being 
linked to a plurality of other financial institutions - financial 
institutions . Accordingly , financial institution A 125 can 
submit requests to financial institutions , respectively , for 
funds to be transferred and financial institutions can transmit 
fund transfers , respectively , to financial institution A 125. As 
will be appreciated by a person having ordinary skill in the 
art , source account 425 , source account 415 and any of the 
additional source accounts can be replaced by account 
holder 180 or , alternatively , account holder 180 can add 
other source accounts as desired . 
[ 0063 ] In an exemplary embodiment of the present appli 
cation , processing unit 120 associated with financial insti 
tution A 125 determines which source account or source 
accounts amongst the plurality of source accounts 425 , 415 , 
520a . . . 520 n to submit a request for a fund transfer . 
Processing unit 120 can proceed in a predetermined sequen 
tial order when determining which of the plurality of source 
accounts to submit request or according to any other 
predefined instructions , or can randomly select a source 
account amongst the plurality of source accounts . For 
instance , processing unit 120 can access a predefined 
sequential order stored in memory unit 170 , source account 
520 a being first in the order . Thereafter , processing unit 120 
requests transfer 510 a by transmitting request 505 a for an 
amount equal to the transaction amount to be electronically 
transferred from source account 520 a associated with 
financial institution 515 a to destination account 410 asso 
ciated with financial institution A 125. If processing unit 120 
determines that the balance or credit line of source account 
520 a is less than the transaction amount , then processing 
unit 120 can access one or more other source accounts in the 
predefined sequential order for the entire transaction amount 
or a portion thereof until the transaction amount can be 
funded . Furthermore , a source account may be chosen based 
on transaction amount , based on transaction type , for 
example , point - of - sale , card not present , Internet or mail 
order , or based on merchant type . A predetermined percent 
age from multiple source accounts can also be used to fund 
the transaction amount . 
[ 0064 ] Again referring to FIG . 4 , processing unit 120 
updates destination account data 145 stored in memory unit 
170 associated with account holder 180 by increasing the 
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stored balance data by the amount of transfer 435 or one or 
more other transfers , in 325. Further , processing unit 155 of 
financial institution B 150 updates source account data 175 
stored in memory unit 160 , or one or more other source 
accounts , also associated with account holder 180 by 
decreasing the stored balance data by the amount of the 
transfer . Processing unit 120 then authorizes the attempted 
transaction and transmits authorization data to merchant 110 
via communication link 115 , in 330. Alternatively , the 
authorization data is transmitted before receiving funds in 
320 or before requesting transfer 435 or one or more other 
transfers in 315. Before or after transmitting the authoriza 
tion data , processing unit 120 again updates destination 
account data 145 stored in memory unit 170 associated with 
account holder 180 by decreasing the stored balance data by 
the transaction amount , in 325. In an alternative embodi 
ment , processing unit 120 does not update the balance data 
of destination account 410 , for instance , by first increasing 
the balance data and then decreasing the balance data by the 
same amount , as described herein with reference to 325 and 
335. Rather , the balance data is not altered for the net result 
of the balance is the same . 
[ 0065 ] Besides requesting transfer 435 , 510a ... 510n on 
a per transaction basis , transfer 435 , 510a ... 510n can occur 
once a day , for example , at the end of the day , for an amount 
equal to the cumulative amount of all transactions conducted 
by account holder 180 during that respective day . Alterna 
tively , transfer 435 , 510a ... 510n can occur after a 
predetermined number of hours or days have elapsed , the 
amount of transfer 435 , 510a - 510n equaling the cumulative 
amount of all transactions conducted by account holder 180 
during the predetermined number of hours or days preceding 
the transfer . Transaction system 100 can also impose a 
transaction volume limit for destination account 410 , for 
example , no more than a predetermined number of transac 
tions by account holder 180 per day , and can impose a 
transaction amount limit on destination account 410 , for 
example , no transaction amounts exceeding a predetermined 
amount or the cumulative value of transactions over a 
predetermined period of time cannot exceed a particular 
amount . 
[ 0066 ] In another exemplary embodiment of the present 
application , the source account from which a predetermined 
amount of money originates is associated with financial 
institution A 125 , as opposed to financial institution B 150 . 
For example , source account data 140 associated with 
source account 425 is stored in memory unit 170 of financial 
institution A 125 , as depicted in FIG . 1. As a result , pro 
cessing unit 120 either automatically or upon request by 
account holder 180 request transfers from source account 
425 to destination account 410 or automatically receives 
transfers from source account 425 as described herein with 
reference to FIGS . 2 and 3. As will be appreciated by a 
person having ordinary skill in the art , funds can be trans 
ferred internally within a financial institution or funds can be 
transferred from one account associated with the institution 
to another account associated with the same institution using 
communication link 165 . 
[ 0067 ] Destination account 410 may have a balance 
reflected by destination account data 145 , described herein 
with reference to FIGS . 2-5 . In an exemplary embodiment , 
if destination account 410 has a balance , account holder 180 
earns interest at a fixed or variable interest rate on the 
account balance . For example , destination account 410 has 

a balance if the amount of transfer 435 , 510a . . . 510 n 
exceeds the amount of a transaction or transactions that need 
to be funded or the funds remain deposited in destination 
account 410 for a period of time before the funds are used 
to remunerate merchant 110. The fixed or variable interest 
rate can be determined by financial institution A 125 or 
determined based in whole or in part on any other known 
method for determining interest rates on deposited funds . 
Interest determination unit 130 determines an amount of 
interest that has accrued on a balance of destination account 
145 at a predetermined time , for instance , on a daily , weekly , 
monthly or yearly basis . Thereafter , processing unit 120 
receives data from interest determination unit 130 indicating 
the accrued interest and stores this data in memory unit 170 
in association with destination account 410 so that destina 
tion account data 145 reflects the increase in the account 
balance . 
[ 0068 ] As can be seen in FIG . 1 , processing unit 120 is 
also coupled to reward determination unit 135. In an exem 
plary embodiment , reward determination unit 135 deter 
mines whether a respective account holder , for example , 
account holder 180 , is entitled to a reward . If it is determined 
that account holder 180 is entitled to a reward , the particular 
reward is determined by reward determination unit 135 and 
then associated with an account , such as a reward account , 
of account holder 180 so that account holder 180 can later 
redeem the reward . 
[ 0069 ] Transactions conducted by account holder 180 
using a transaction vehicle , such as transaction card 105 or 
an associated account number , are processed using an inter 
change rate , as described in the present application . The use 
of a high interchange rate , for instance , a credit interchange 
rate , as opposed to a lower interchange rate , such as a debit 
interchange rate , affords issuers , such as financial institution 
125 , a financial benefit and these issuers extend reward 
opportunities associated with a reward program to account 
holders like account holder 180. As will be appreciated by 
a person having ordinary skill in the art , any interchange rate 
which provides a greater financial benefit to the respective 
financial institution can be used regardless of the nomen 
clature , for instance , regardless whether the interchange rate 
is referred to as a credit or a debit interchange rate . 
[ 0070 ] In an exemplary embodiment , account holder 180 
participates in a reward program associated with financial 
institution A 125 and thereby earns rewards , incentives or 
the like , for instance , by engaging in transactions with 
merchants , such as merchant 110 , using a transaction 
vehicle , such as transaction card 105 , associated with a 
qualified financial account , for instance , destination account 
410 , and later redeeming those accumulated rewards , incen 
tives or the like with merchant 110 or with other merchants . 
Under the reward program , account holder 180 has the 
ability to earn a plurality of reward units , such as points , for 
example , for purchases with merchant 110 and other mer 
chants using a qualified financial account destination 
account 410 as described herein . 
[ 0071 ] The present application is applicable , to any insti 
tution or company having a membership reward program 
associated therewith , including financial institutions , air 
lines , supermarkets , hotels , car rental companies , retail 
stores , Internet loyalty programs , loyalty providers , such as 
Carlson Companies , Inc. and Cendant Corporation , and 
Visa® and MasterCard® that offer rewards , incentives or the 
like . In an exemplary embodiment of the present application , 
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the membership reward program is managed directly by the 
institution or company , for instance , financial institution A 
125. Alternatively , the membership reward program is man 
aged by a third party associated with financial institution A 
125. Financial institution A 125 may or may not be in a 
partnership with a third party and / or other party . For 
instance , in the event financial institution A 125 has a 
partnership relationship with the third party and / or other 
party , the relationship may involve a co - branding . 
[ 0072 ] The membership reward program can also be oper 
able as an independent reward program , as an accelerator 
reward program , as a coalition reward program or otherwise , 
or as a combination thereof . As would be appreciated by a 
person having ordinary skill in the art , when enrolled in an 
accelerator program , an account holder accelerates the earn 
ing of reward units or the like in another reward program 
independent of the accelerator program , for example , when 
conducting transactions with an account linked to the accel 
erator program . A coalition reward program , such as 
Upromise ( www.upromise.com ) , is operable for account 
holders to earn rewards from a particular suite of merchants . 
Other reward programs can be associated with the coalition 
reward program . When an account holder conducts a trans 
action with one of the merchants within the suite using one 
of these other reward programs , that account holder earns 
additional rewards . For instance , a reward program associ 
ated with a coalition reward program is operable for account 
holders to earn X % for every transaction regardless of the 
merchant and an additional Y % for transactions conducted 
with one of the merchants within the suite and an additional 
Z % at another one of the merchants within the suite . 
[ 0073 ] Accordingly , two or more membership reward pro 
grams can be linked together so that account holder 180 
earns reward units or the like in a single rewards account 
from various sources . 
[ 0074 ] The exemplary embodiments of the present appli 
cation are described herein with reference to reward units as 
being points , and earning and redeeming the same . The 
present application , however , is not limited to points , as 
points are units merely symbolizing a form of currency for 
use towards transactions . Hence , other symbols operable as 
currency are equally applicable to the exemplary embodi 
ments of the present application , for instance , miles , stars , 
dollars , cash , rebates or credits . 
[ 0075 ] In an exemplary embodiment , account holder 180 
participating in the membership reward program earns ( and 
redeems ) points when conducting transactions with mer 
chant 110 and other merchants . These points are earned by 
account holder 180 , for example , upon account holder 180 
conducting transactions with merchant 110 using destination 
account 410. Earning and redeeming currency units , such as 
points , associated with a membership reward program are 
well known in the art and are , therefore , not described in 
detail herein . Account holder 180 can also earn and redeem 
other rewards , including , for example , gift certificates , cou 
pons , companion airplane tickets , or other goods or services . 
The present application is not limited to these rewards , as 
they are merely exemplary . Also , in an alternative embodi 
ment , account holder 180 may not participate with any 
reward program and , therefore , not have the ability to earn 
and redeem rewards . 
[ 0076 ] According to the embodiments described in the 
present application , transaction system 100 is operable for 
an institution ( for example , financial institution A 125 ) other 

than the institution ( for example , financial institution B 150 ) 
offering account holder 180 an account ( for example , source 
account 415 ) , such as a checking account , to issue one or 
more transaction vehicles , for example , a transaction card , 
linked to this account through communication link 165 . 
Destination account 410 is operable as a pass - through 
account in that one or more source accounts , such as source 
accounts 425 , 415 , 520a ... 520 n , can be used to fund 
transactions initiated with the transaction vehicle and , as a 
result , destination account 410 does not have a balance or 
has a balance for a limited period of time . 
[ 0077 ] In an exemplary embodiment , when the transaction 
vehicle is transaction card 105 and a credit interchange rate 
is used , to merchant 110 , transaction card 105 appears as a 
credit card and is processed as a credit card since the credit 
card interchange rate is imposed on each transaction . To 
account holder 180 , though , transaction card 105 operates 
like a debit card , because with every transaction , at the end 
of each day or at some other time , a transaction , for example , 
an ACH transaction , would debit source account 415 of 
account holder 180 for the amount of the purchase ( s ) . 
Hence , transaction card 105 is , for example , a credit card 
behaving like a debit card due to the use of ACH . The use 
of communication link 165 enables account holder 180 
flexibility in that account holder 180 can get a transaction 
card from one institution , for example , a credit card com 
pany , while having his or her demand deposit account or 
other type of account at another institution , such as a bank . 
[ 0078 ] The system may provide transitory , communica 
tion - specific access to records to determine record modifi 
cations when processing electronic communications through 
an ACH over computer networks . For example , the system 
may comprise a source server comprising memory storing a 
source record corresponding to a user profile and format 
records indicating an ACH communication format provided 
by the source record . The system may also comprise ( or have 
access to ) a communication link . The system may also 
comprise ( or receive information generated by ) a commu 
nication provider server configured to generate communi 
cations corresponding to the user profile and a destination 
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[ 0079 ] The system may receive ( e.g. , control circuitry of 
one or more of the devices ) an ACH communication . For 
example , the system may receive an ACH communication , 
at a destination record from a source record , via a commu 
nication link at a predetermined time for a predetermined 
processing load offset . In some embodiments ( e.g. , corre 
sponding to the processing of an ACH transaction ) , the 
system may receive an ACH transfer , at a destination 
account from a source account , via a communication link at 
a predetermined time for a predetermined amount . 
[ 0080 ] In some embodiments , receiving the ACH commu 
nication may include receiving a request by one of an 
associated record holder and an associated financial institu 
tion . For example , the system may receive a request by one 
of an associated account holder and an associated financial 
institution . For example , the source record is one of a 
checking account , a savings account , and a money market 
account , and the destination record is one of a checking 
account , a savings account , and a money market account . 
[ 0081 ] In some embodiments , processing the attempted 
communication using the predetermined processing load 
offset may include the system accessing the processing 
bandwidth of the destination record to determine whether 



US 2022/0156705 A1 May 19 , 2022 
11 

a 

the processing bandwidth is greater than or equal to the 
communication processing load offset . If it is determined 
( e.g. , by the system ) that the processing bandwidth is greater 
than or equal to the communication processing load offset , 
the system may authorize the attempted communication . If 
it is determined ( e.g. , by the system ) that the processing 
bandwidth is not greater than or equal to the communication 
processing load offset , the system may perform one of 
denying the attempted communication , reprocessing the 
attempted communication , and accessing another record for 
funding the attempted communication or at least a portion of 
the attempted communication . Additionally or alternatively , 
a record holder associated with the source record and the 
destination record may be presented by the system with an 
option of reprocessing the attempted communication using 
the destination record . 
[ 0082 ] The system may adjust ( e.g. , control circuitry of 
one or more of the devices ) destination record data . For 
example , the system may adjust destination record data 
associated with the destination record by increasing a pro 
cessing bandwidth of the destination record by the prede 
termined processing load offset . In some embodiments ( e.g. , 
corresponding to the processing of an ACH transaction ) , the 
system may adjust destination account data associated with 
the destination account by increasing a balance of the 
destination account by the predetermined amount . 
[ 0083 ] The system may receive ( e.g. , control circuitry of 
one or more of the devices ) communication data indicating 
an attempted communication . For example , the system may , 
after receiving the ACH communication , receive , via the 
source record , communication data from a communication 
provider indicating an attempted communication using an 
ACH communication format provided by the source record , 
wherein the communication data includes a communication 
processing load offset , data identifying the destination 
record , and data identifying a communication type . In some 
embodiments ( e.g. , corresponding to the processing of an 
ACH transaction ) , the system may , after receiving the ACH 
transfer , receive , via the source account , transaction data 
from a merchant indicating an attempted transaction using 
an ACH transaction card ( e.g. , credit card or debit card ) 
provided by the source account , wherein the transaction data 
includes a transaction amount , data identifying the destina 
tion account , and data identifying a transaction type . 
[ 0084 ] The system may process ( e.g. , control circuitry of 
one or more of the devices ) the attempted communication . 
For example , the system may process the attempted com 
munication using the predetermined processing load offset , 
wherein processing the attempted communication includes 
processing the attempted communication with an offset rate , 
wherein the offset rate is a percentage of the communication 
processing load offset , and wherein the percentage is based 
on the communication type . In some embodiments ( e.g. , 
corresponding to the processing of an ACH transaction ) , the 
system may process the attempted transaction using the 
predetermined amount , wherein processing the attempted 
transaction includes processing the attempted transaction 
with an interchange rate , wherein the interchange rate is a 
percentage of the transaction amount , and wherein the 
percentage is based on the transaction type . 
[ 0085 ] In some embodiments , the system may determine 
the offset rate based on the communication type . For 
example , processing the attempted transaction may include 
determining the interchange rate based on the type . For 

example , a user at a merchant may be provided an oppor 
tunity for selecting a credit card or debit card transaction . 
[ 0086 ] In some embodiments , the system may provide an 
opportunity during a predetermined period to prevent the 
attempted communication from being funded by the source 
record . The system may receive a request to prevent the 
attempted communication . The system may then determine 
whether the request is valid by determining whether the 
attempted communication was subject to a fraud , and the 
system may determine whether an appropriate party con 
ducted the attempted communication , if the request is deter 
mined to be invalid , then preventing the attempted commu 
nication from being funded by the source record . If the 
request is determined to be valid , then approving the 
attempted communication to be funded with the source 
record . For example , the system may check a credit line of 
the source record for determining whether the credit line is 
equal to or greater than the communication processing load 
offset . 
[ 0087 ] In some embodiments , the system may determine a 
processing bandwidth of the source record by determining 
whether the processing bandwidth is equal to or greater than 
the communication processing load offset . The system may 
request the ACH communication includes requesting the 
ACH communication for the communication processing 
load offset from the source record to the destination record 
via an automated cleaning house network . 
[ 0088 ] In some embodiments , processing the attempted 
communication includes the system determining the source 
record for funding the comm mmunication processing load offset 
and requesting the ACH communication includes requesting 
the ACH communication from the source record . 
[ 0089 ] The above - described embodiments of the present 
disclosure are presented for purposes of illustration and not 
of limitation , and the present disclosure is limited only by 
the claims which follow . Furthermore , it should be noted that 
the features and limitations described in any one embodi 
ment may be applied to any other embodiment herein , and 
flowcharts or examples relating to one embodiment may be 
combined with any other embodiment in a suitable manner , 
done in different orders , or done in parallel . In addition , the 
systems and methods described herein may be performed in 
real time . It should also be noted that the systems and / or 
methods described above may be applied to , or used in 
accordance with , other systems and / or methods . 
[ 0090 ] The embodiments described above are illustrative 
examples of the present application and it should not be 
construed that the present application is limited to these 
particular embodiments . Various changes and modifications 
may be effected by one skilled in the art without departing 
from the spirit or scope of the invention as defined in the 
appended claims . 

1. ( canceled ) 
2. A method for providing transitory , communication 

specific access to records to determine record modifications 
when processing electronic communications through an 
automated clearing house ( “ ACH ” ) over computer net 
works , the method comprising : 

receiving an ACH communication , at a destination record 
from a source record , via a communication link at a 
predetermined time for a predetermined amount ; 

adjusting destination record data associated with the des 
tination record by increasing a balance of the destina 
tion record by the predetermined amount ; 

a 
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after receiving the ACH communication , receiving , via 
the source record , communication data from a commu 
nication provider indicating an attempted communica 
tion using an ACH communication format provided by 
the source record , wherein the communication data 
includes a communication amount , data identifying the 
destination record , and data identifying a communica 
tion type ; and 

processing the attempted communication using the pre 
determined amount , wherein processing the attempted 
communication includes processing the attempted 
communication with an interchange rate , wherein the 
interchange rate is a percentage of the communication 
amount , and wherein the percentage is based on the 
communication type . 

3. The method of claim 2 , wherein receiving the ACH 
communication includes receiving a request by one of an 
associated record holder and an associated financial institu 
tion . 

4. The method of claim 2 , wherein : 
the source record is one of a checking account , a savings 

account , and a money market account , and 
the destination record is one of a checking account , a 

savings account , and a money market account . 
5. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 

attempted communication using the predetermined amount 
includes : 

accessing the balance of the destination record to deter 
mine whether the balance is greater than or equal to the 
communication amount , and wherein : 

if it is determined that the balance is greater than or equal 
to the communication amount authorizing the 
attempted communication , and 

if it is determined that the balance is not greater than or 
equal to the communication amount , one of denying the 
attempted communication , reprocessing the attempted 
communication , and accessing another record for fund 
ing the attempted communication or at least a portion 
of the attempted communication . 

6. The method of claim 2 , wherein a record holder 
associated with the source record and the destination record 
is presented with an option of reprocessing the attempted 
communication using the destination record . 

7. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 
attempted communication includes determining the inter 
change rate based on the communication type . 

8. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 
attempted communication includes providing an opportunity 
during a predetermined period to prevent the attempted 
communication from being funded by the source record , 
receiving a request to prevent the attempted communication , 
determining whether the request is valid by : 

determining whether the attempted communication was 
subject to a fraud , and 

determining whether an appropriate party conducted the 
attempted communication , if the request is determined 
to be invalid then preventing the attempted communi 
cation from being funded by the source record , and 

if the request is determined to be valid then approving the 
attempted communication to be funded with the source 
record . 

9. The method of claim 2 , further comprising : 
determining a balance of the source record by determining 

whether the balance is equal to or greater than the 
communication amount , and 

requesting the ACH communication includes requesting 
the ACH communication for the communication 
amount from the source record to the destination record 
via an automated cleaning house network . 

10. The method of claim 9 , wherein determining the 
source record includes checking a credit line of the source 
record for determining whether the credit line is equal to or 
greater than the communication amount . 

11. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 
attempted communication includes determining the source 
record for funding the communication amount and request 
ing the ACH communication includes requesting the ACH 
communication from the source record . 

12-20 . ( canceled ) 
21. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 

attempted communication occurs after a predetermined 
delay . 

22. The method of claim 21 , wherein the predetermined 
delay is provided during a settlement phase of the attempted 
communication . 

23. The method of claim 22 , wherein the predetermined 
delay commences when a payment is made to the source 
record . 

24. The method of claim 2 , wherein processing the 
attempted communication comprises processing the 
attempted communication in a predetermined sequence . 
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