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T'o il whem it muy concern::

Be it known that we, Arssrr A. Porma-
wus and Warrer A, Grimmyre, citizens of
the United States, residing at. South Pasa-
dena, in the county of Los Angeles and State
of Calitornia, have invented new and useiul
Improvements in Back Rests, of which the
following is a specification. ‘

Our invention relates to a folding back
rest; the principal object of our invention
being to provide a relatively simple and
_practical back rest that is designed for use
on benches and in amphitheatres and grand-
stands, and which back rest includes a fold-
ing member that may be elevated to form a
support and rest for the back of the occu-
pant of the seat.

TFurther objects of our invention are to

provide a seat back rest that may be easily

and cheaply produced, and which 1s capable

of being readily folded so as to occupy com-

paratively little space when packed for stor-
age or transportation.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, my invention consists in certain novel
features of construction and arrangement of
parts that will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a back

. vest of our improved comstruction with the
back supporting member in folded position
upon the base.

Fig. 2 is a perspective
rest in position for use.

'~ Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on the
line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Referring by numerals to the accompany-
ing drawings which illustrate a practical
embodiment of our invention, 10 designates
a base member that may be in the form of a
dise or plate and composed of wood, metal
“or fiber board, and the under side of said
member being preferably flat in order that
it may rest firmly upon a horizontally dis-
posed surface. Secured 1n any suitable man-
ner to the rear portion of this base is a short
strap 11, the rear end of which is .curved
upwardly and forwardly as designated by
15, and the forward end of said curved rear
portion terminates in a pair of horizontally
disposed loops 16. Passing through these
loops is a pin or bolt 17, and hinged there-
upon and disposed between the loops 16 is
a loop 18 that is formed on the lower end of
an arm 19 that is composed of a pair of

view of the back

relatively heavy wire rods. - At the upper

end of this arm 19 the wire rods composing

the same are twisted upon each other, as
designated by 20, and from said twisted por-
tions the rods extend outwardly away from
each other in opposite directions, as desig-
nated by 21, and the end portions of the rods
are bent upwardly as designated by 22 so as
to occupy planes substantially parallel with
the plane occupied by the arm 19.

The end portions of a section 23 of flexi-
ble material, such as canvas, are folded over
to form hems 24, and which latter are posi-
tioned on the upright portions 22 of the
folded back rest. Thus the flexible member
93 is supported in a firm and substantial
manner a short distance above the rear por-
tion of the seat member 12, and it forms a
support and rest for the back of the occu-
pant of the seat.

The material from which the arm 19 is
formed is resilient to a certain degree, and
thus the back rest will yield for a limited
distance rearwardly to the movements of the
body of the person occupying the seat, and
this yielding support for the back is en-
hanced by the resiliency of the material in
the portions 21 and 22 of the back rest.

The upwardly and forwardly curved rear
end 15 of the strap 11 enables the occupant
of the seat to rock rearwardly a slight dis-
tance thereby adding to the comfort afford-
ed by the device.

Thus it will be seen that we have produced
a relatively simple structure that may be
conveniently carried by its user, and which
when unfolded and positioned on a bench,
or like support, provides a comfortable back
rest and support.

Tt will be understood that minor changes
in size, form and construction of the various
parts of our improved folding back rest may
be made and substituted for those herein
shown and deseribed without departing from
the spirit of our invention, the scope of
which is set forth in the appended claims.

We claim as our invention:

1. A folding back rest comprising a flab
base, a curved arm extending ontwardly, up-
wardly and inwardly from the base, hinge
loops upon the upper inner end of the arm,
‘wire rods twisted upon each other, the lower
ends of said rods being parallel and in con-
tact, a second hinge loop formed upon said
lower ends to match the first hinge loops, a
pin connecting the three loops together, the
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upper ends of the rods heing bent outwardly
and then upwardly, and a canvas mounted
upon the upwardly extending ends to form
a back and so that the back will fold down-

- wardly upon the dis¢ and fold upwardly to

a vertical position. :

2. A folding back rest comprising a base,
and a back receiving portion hingedly sus-
tained on the base and comprising a strand
of wire intertwisted at a point infermediate
their ends to provide contacting' linear por-
tions having looped ends, and L-shaped por-
tions extending laterally in opposite direc-
tions from the linear portions and offset with

-relation to the latter, and a flexible member
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connecting and spanning the L-shaped por-
tions. .

3. A folding back rest comprising a flat
base, a substantially J-shaped spring secure
to the base, and ‘a Dack hinged on the spring

to occupy a folded position upon the base

and an extended position in which it is sub-
stantially vertical, the back when in vertical
position abutting the spring so that the lat-
ter serves to resiliently sustain the back in
said position.
~In testimony whercof we have signed our
names to this specification.
ALBERT A. POLHAMUS,
WALTER A. GILLETTE.
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