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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A bowling overshoe for wearing over conventional 

shoes characterized by providing a slipping surface and a 
braking surface. The bowling overshoe comprises a sole 
portion providing a floor engaging surface having a rela 
tively low coefficient of friction, a toe portion for Sup 
porting the toe of a conventional shoe, a heel portion for 
supporting the heel of the conventional shoe and providing 
a floor engaging surface having a relatively high coefficient 
of friction, and a strap portion for securing the bowling 
overshoe in operative position on the conventional shoe. 
The floor engaging surfaces cooperate so that a bowler 
may slide freely and easily upon the sole portion while 
controlling and braking the slide by the heel portion. 

This invention relates to an overshoe for use by bowlers 
and more particularly to a bowling overshoe that is 
adapted to be worn over a conventional shoe. 
As is well-known, bowling is basically an indoor sport 

and utilizes expensive bowling alleys, the floor of which is 
usually formed of hardwood or the like and includes an 
approach portion that is traveled on extensively by the 
bowler. Due to the expensive nature of these bowling 
alleys and the desirability to maintain the alleys in an 
immaculate condition so as to minimize bowling differ 
ences between alleys, certain rules and/or regulations 
have been established mostly by proprietors of bowling 
facilities which require that users of the bowling facilities 
wear a shoe which will not mark or in any way cause 
damage or undue wear to the bowling alleys. 

In response to these requirements, the frequent boler 
has purchased special type shoes to be substituted for his 
conventional shoes for this purpose, while due to the ex 
pense of these special type shoes, the casual bowlers has 
relied on the owner of the bowling facilities to supply such 
special type shoes at an additional or rental charge to the 
bowler. As would be expected, this requires the owner 
of the bowling facilities to maintain a large supply of these 
special type shoes in various sizes. In addition, the casual 
bowler is almost sure to have to wear the shoe which has 
been worn previously by others and which in many in 
stances does not fit as comfortably as his conventional 
shoes. 

Additionally, in order to minimize the spreading of any 
foot diseases and minimize the objections of the casual 
bowler in wearing shoes previously worn by others, the 
owners of the bowling facilities are required to periodical 
ly, preferably between use by different people, clean or in 
some way sanitize these special type shoes. As would be 
expected, the supply and cleaning of these special type 
shoes further adds to the expense of operation of a 
bowling facility, which expense is transferred to the user 
of the bowling facility. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide an inexpensive bowling overshoe that can be worn 
over conventional shoes and which thereby alleviates the 
above problems. 
As is known to any who have bowled and many who 

have not bowled, the bowling ball is delivered by the 
bowler while moving along the approach portion of the 
bowling alley, which movement imparts additional mo 
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2 
mentum to the bowling ball and facilitates delivery there 
of by the bowler. Typically, this movement terminates in 
a sliding forward movement by the bowler during which 
sliding movement the ball is released. In the case of a 
right-handed bowler, this sliding movement is usually 
with the left foot while in the case of a left-handed bowler 
this sliding movement is usually with the right foot. In 
order for the bowler, whether right-handed or left-handed, 
to have a smooth delivery, it is desirable that the sliding 
movement be smooth, but this sliding movement should 
be controlled so as to prevent injury to the bowler and 
possible movement of the bowler beyond the approach 
portion of the alley into the playing portion which results 
in a penalty to the bowler. 

Accordingly, it is a further object of this invention to 
provide such a bowling overshoe with a sliding surface 
and a braking surface to facilitate the bowler in his 
bowling activity. 

Further, in order for the bowler to feel secure in use 
of such a bowling overshoe, it is essential that the over 
shoe be sufficiently secured to his conventional shoe so . 
that the bowling overshoe and the bowler move as a unit 
so as not to interfere with his bowling activities. 

Accordingly, it is a further object of this invention 
to provide such a bowling overshoe with means for pro 
perly securing the overshoe to the conventional shoe such 
that there is no relative movement between the two. 

Briefly, the objects of this invention are accomplished 
by providing a bowling overshoe comprising a sole means 
providing a floor engaging surface having a relatively low 
coefficient of friction and having outside edge portions, a 
toe means connected to the edge portions of the sole 
means for receiving and supporting the toe of a conven 
tional shoe, a heel means providing a floor engaging sur 
face having a relatively high coefficient of friction and 
being operatively connected to the sole means for receiv 
ing and supporting the heel of the conventional shoe, and 
strap means for securing the bowling overshoe in opera 
tive position on the conventional shoe. 
The sole and heel means of the bowling overshoe co 

operate so that the bowler may slide freely upon the 
sole means of the bowling overshoe while controlling and 
braking the slide by the heel means. 
The bowling overshoe of the present invention is pref 

erably made adaptable for wearing over various size con 
ventional shoes by rendering the toe and strap means 
adjustable and including adjustable means for intercon 
necting the heel means and the sole means in operative 
relation so that the bowling overshoe may be adjusted 
lengthwise for Wearing over various size conventional 
shoes. 
Some of the objects of the invention having been stated, 

other objects will appear as the description proceeds when 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a bowling overshoe 
constructed in accordance with the present invention and 
y being worn over a conventional shoe on a wearer's 

Oot; 
FIG. 2 is a reduced perspective view of the bowling 

overshoe of FIG. 1 and shown in an inoperative condi 
tion in readiness for being worn over a conventional shoe 
as in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the bowling overshoe 
of FIG. 2 looking in a different direction; and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken substantially 
along the line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, there is illus 
trated a bowling overshoe, generally indicated at 10, con 
structed in accordance with the present invention and 
shown in FIG. 1 worn over a conventional shoe C which 
includes a toe portion T, a body portion B, a heel portion 
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H, and a sole S. The bowling overshoe 10 illustrated in 
FIGS. 1-4 is constructed for wearing over a conventional 
right-footed shoe C. However, it will be apparent that 
the same construction applies to a bowling overshoe for 
wearing over a conventional left-footed shoe with modifi 
cations that will be apparent to one skilled in the art and 
this invention is intended to cover both left and right 
footed bowling overshoes. 
As best illustrated in FIGS. 2-4, the bowling overshoe 

10 comprises a sole 11 of a shape to substantially con 
form to the sole S of a conventional shoe C and is pref 
erably of unit construction and of substantially uniform 
thickness throughout. The sole 11 includes edge portions 
With opposite edge portions 12 and 13 converging at one 
end thereof in a generally parabolic configuration to de 
fine an apex portion 14 at the forward end thereof. The 
Sole 11 is formed of a material having a relatively low 
coefficient of friction such as relatively soft leather and 
provides a low friction floor engaging surface, the in 
portance of which will hereinafter be explained. 
Toe means, generally indicated at 20, is operatively 

connected to the forward end of the sole 11 for receiving 
and supporting the toe portion T of a conventional shoe 
C and, preferably, as illustrated is adjustable for receiv 
ing the toe portion T of various size conventional shoes C. 
More particularly, the toe means 20 preferably comprises 
three interconnecting straps 21, 22 and 23 which may be 
formed of the same material as the sole 11. Straps 21, 
22 and 23 are connected to opposite converging edge por 
tions 12 and 13 and the apex portion 14 of sole 11, re 
spectively, by suitable means such as sewing, as illus 
trated, riveting, adhesive bonding or the like. The straps 
21, 22 and 23 extend upwardly and inwardly from the 
opposite edge portions 12 and 13 and apex portion 14 
to unite and cooperate with the sole 11 to form a cup 
or the like on the forward end of sole 11 for receiving and 
engaging the toe portion T of a conventional shoe C. 

Preferably, as indicated, the straps 21, 22 and 23 are 
adjustably interconnectable as by an adjustable conven 
tional friction buckle 25. Buckle 25 is carried by strap 21 
and is employed to interconnect strap 21 with straps 22 
and 23, as illustrated. Thus, the toe portion T of various 
size conventional shoes C may be positioned within the 
toe means 20 so that the end of the toe portion T engages 
strap 23 which strap prevents forward movement of any 
of various size conventional shoes C relative thereto 
and the tightness of straps 21 and 22 on the toe portion 
T thereof may be controlled to prevent lateral movement 
of the toe portion T of the conventional shoes C relative 
to the bowling overshoe 10. It will be seen that the space 
between straps 21, 22 and 23 adjacent opposite edge por 
tions 12 and 13 allows various shaped toe portions T of 
conventional shoes C to be received against strap 23. 
A self-adjusting elastic member or band 26 is pref 

erably connected to the end of sole 11 remote from the 
apex portion 14 and toe means 20 by suitable means such 
as sewing. This elastic member 26 interconnects the sole 
11 with a heel means, generally indicaed at 30, of the 
bowling overshoe 10. The heel means 30 comprises a 
heel lining 31 which is also connected by suitable means 
such as sewing to the elastic band 26 and has a configura 
tion for receiving thereon the heel portion H of a con 
ventional shoe C. The lining 31 may be formed of any 
material such as soft leather from which the sole 11 is 
formed so that when the bowling overshoe 10 is worn 
over a conventional shoe C, the sole 1 and lining 31 
cooperate to provide uniform frictional contact with the 
conventional shoe C. 
A heel member 32 is superimposed on one side of the 

lining 31 by suitable means such as an adhesive and like 
the sole 11 provides a floor engaging surface. However, 
unlike the sole 11, the heel member 32 is formed of a 
material having a relatively high coefficient of friction, 
Such as hard rubber or the like, which in addition to hav 
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4 
ing a relatively high coefficient of friction will not mark 
or damage the floor of the bowling alley. 
On the other side of the lining 31 there is means which 

cooperate with the toe means 20 for embracing the heel 
portion H of a conventional shoe C. As illustrated, the 
embracing means consists of an upstanding wall or heel 
piece 34 which extends upwardly from the free edges of 
lining 31 to which it is connected by suitable means such 
as sewing for embracing substantially the entire heel por 
tion H of a conventional shoe C as illustrated in FIG. 1 
to prevent both lateral and longitudinal displacement Or 
shifting movement of the conventional shoe C. Further 
more, due to the elastic band 26 which interconnects 
the sole 11 and heel means 30, the bowling overshoe 10 
may be adjusted lengthwise and worn over various length 
conventional shoes C. 
The bowling overshoe 10 further includes strap means, 

generally indicated at 40, for securing the bowling over 
shoe 10 in an operative position on the conventional shoe 
C which in addition to positioning and maintaining the 
bowling overshoe 10 in an operative position provides for 
easy donning and removal of the bowling overshoe 10. 
As illustrated, the strap means 40 includes a pair of op 
posed and cooperating straps 41 and 42 which are prefer 
ably pivotally connected at one end, by Suitable rivets or 
the like, to the free and spaced apart marginal ends of 
heel piece 34 as at 43 and 44, respectively. The straps 41 
and 42 are adjustably interconnectable by a conventional 
friction buckle 45 that is carried by strap 42. Straps 41 
and 42 may as illustrated in FIG. 1 be positioned or ex 
tended around the body portion B of a conventional shoe 
C or ankle of the wearer for securing the bowling Over 
shoe 10 to various size conventional shoes C. 
From the foregoing description it will be apparent that 

the bowling overshoe 10 of this invention is relatively in 
expensive to manufacture, may be worn over various size 
conventional shoes C, does not move relative to the con 
ventional shoe C with which it is being worn and may be 
readily donned and removed as desired. Furthermore, the 
'bowling overshoe 10 of the present invention includes 
both low and high friction floor engaging Surfaces which 
cooperate for use by the bowler to facilitate the bowler in 
his or her bowling activities. More particularly, as previ 
ously discussed, during the delivery of the ball by the 
bowler, he or she, as the case may be, whether right 
handed or left-handed may slide freely and easily on the 
relatively low friction floor engaging surface provided by 
the sole 11 while controlling the slide by the relatively 
high friction floor engaging surface provided by the heel 
32 of the bowling overshoe 10. 

In the drawings and specification, there has been Set 
forth a preferred embodiment of the invention, and al 
though specific terms are employed, they are used in a 
generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of 
limitation. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bowling overshoe for wearing over conventional 

shoes and being characterized by providing a slipping Sur 
face and a braking surface, said overshoe comprising: 
a sole providing a floor engaging Surface having a rela 

tively low coefficient of friction and having outside 
edge portions converging toward each other to define 
an apex portion, 

a toe means connected to said edge portions of said sole 
means for receiving and supporting the toe of a con 
ventional shoe, said toe means comprising adjustable 
strap means for adjustably interconnecting Said op 
posite edge portions and said apex portion of Said 
sole means for receiving and supporting the toe of 
various size conventional shoes, 

a heel means providing a floor engaging surface having 
a relatively high coefficient of friction and being oper 
atively connected to said sole means for receiving and 
supporting the heel of a conventional shoe, said heel 
means including means for embracing Substantially 
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the entire heel portion of the conventional shoe to 
prevent lateral or longitudinal displacement of said 
bowling overshoe relative to the conventional shoe 
and cooperating with said toe means for preventing 
relative shifting movement between said bowling 
overshoe and the conventional shoe, and 

strap means connected to said heel means for extending 
around the conventional shoe and cooperating with 
said toe means for securing said bowling overshoe in 
operative position over the conventional shoe, said 
strap means comprising an adjustable ankle strap 
carried by said heel embracing means, 

said sole means and said heel means cooperating so that 
a bowler may freely and easily slide upon the sole means 
of said bowling overshoe while controlling and braking 
the slide by said heel means. 

2. A bowling overshoe, as set forth in claim 1, includ 
ing elastic means interconnecting said sole means and said 
heel means so that said bowling overshoe is adjustable 
lengthwise for receiving various size conventional shoes. 

3. A bowling overshoe for wearing over conventional 
shoes and being characterized by providing a slipping sur 
face and a braking surface, said overshoe comprising: 

a sole means providing a floor engaging surface having 
a relatively low coefficient of friction and having out 
side edge portions, 

an adjustable toe means connected to said edge portions 
of said sole means for receiving and Supporting the 
toe of various size conventional shoes, 

a heel means for receiving and supporting the heel of 
various size conventional shoes and providing a floor 
engaging surface having a relatively high coefficient 
of friction, 

adjustable means interconnecting said heel means to 
said sole means in operative relation to said toe means 
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so that said bowling overshoe will be adjustable 
lengthwise for receiving various size conventional 
shoes received in said toe means, and 

adjustable strap means connected to said heel means for 
extending around various size conventional shoes and 
cooperating with said toe means for securing said 
bowling overshoe in operative position on various 
size conventional shoes, 

said sole means and said heel means cooperating so that 
a bowler may slide freely and easily upon the sole 
means of said bowling shoe while controlling and 
braking the slide by said heel means. 

4. A bowling shoe, as set forth in claim 3, wherein op 
posite of said edge portions of said sole means converge 
toward each other to define an apex portion and said toe 
means comprises adjustable strap means for adjustably 
interconnecting said opposite edge portions and said apex 
portion of said sole means; wherein said heel means in 
cludes means for embracing substantially the entire heel 
portion of various size conventional shoes; and wherein 
said means interconnecting said heel means and sole 
means comprises elastic means. 
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