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UNITED STATES 

2,044,702 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,044,702 

ARTE FICIAL BAIT 
Sans Kay, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Application September 25, 1933, Serial No. 690,902 
E0 (Cairns. 

This application is a continuation in part of 
my prior application Serial No. 629,537, filed 
August 19, i932, for Artificial bait. 
This invention reiates in general to artificial 

5 baits and more particularly has reference to a 
novel fish lure. 

Previous to this time lures artificially formed in 
Simulation of a natural bait employing concealed 
hooks have been provided. These have generally 

Oeinbodied a pair of inooks normally held con 
cealed within the body portion of the lure, under 
Spring tensioi, for Snapping out therefrom to 
project at Substantially right angles, on contact 
of a fish, With the body portion. These types of 

15 lures heretofore obtainable, however, have been 
complicated in construction and intricate in as 
Sembly and possessed certain disadvantages which 
it is the purpose of Iny invention to overcome, as 
Well as to provide a novel and improved type of 

20: lure. . . . . . - 

An object of this invention is to provide a lure 
artificially formed in simulation of a natural 
bait having a plurality of hooks normally held 
concealed in the body portion adapted to project 

25 therefrom, on contact of a fish therewith, at sub 
Stantially right angles to the body portion and 
to each other. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a lure artificially formed in simulation of a nat 
ural bait embodying a pair of hooks normally held 
concealed Within the body portion adapted to be 
held by a third hook also concealed within the 
body portion. 

Still another object of this invention is to pro 
Wide a lure artificially formed in simulation of 
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35 
a natural bait embodying three spring tensioned 
hooks normally adapted to be held concealed with 
in the body portion, releasable by contact of a 
fish. With the bait. 
A further object of this invention is to pro 

vide a lure artificially formed, in divided sections, 
in simulation of a natural bait embodying three 
Spring tensioned hooks. normally held concealed 
in the body portion, releasable by pressing of the 
Sections together by contact of a fish. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a buoyant metallic lure artificially formed 
in simulation of a natural bait. 
Yet a further object of this invention is to 

provide a lure artificially formed in simulation of 
a natural bait embodying three hooks normally 
held concealed in the body portion so as to avoid 
Snaring Weeds. - - - - 

With these and other objects in view, which 
may be incident to my improvements, the inven 
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(C. 43-36) 
tion consists in the parts and combinations to be 
hereinafter set forth and claimed, with the un 
derstanding that the several necessary elements 
comprising my invention may be varied in con 
Struction, proportion and arrangement, Without 
departing from the Spirit and Scope of the ap 
pended claims. 

In order to make niny invention more clearly 
understood I have shown in the accompanying 
drawings means for carrying the same into prac 
tical effect Without limiting the improvements in 
their useful applications to the particular con 
Structions which, for the purpose of explanation, 
have been made the subject of illustration. 
In the drawings forming a part of this specifi 

cation, 
Figure i is a perspective view of my novel lure, 

with the hooks shown concealed within the body 
portion in inoperative position. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the lure showing 
the hooks projecting from the body portion in 
Operative position. - 

Fig. 3 is a botton View of the lure showing the 
hooks held within the body portion in inoperative 
position. - 

Fig. 4 is a bottom view taken on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a side View taken on line 5-5 of 
Fig. 1. - 

Fig.6 is a front view taken on line 6-6 of 
Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a front view taken on line 7-7 of 
Fig. 5. 

Fig. 8 is a side view of a modified type of lure 
formed of metal. 

Fig. 9 is a Sectional view of the lure shown in 
Fig. 8. 

Fig. 10 is a bottom view of the metallic lure 
taken on line O-O of Fig. 9. - 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view from the side of still 
another modified form of metallic lure. 

Fig. 12 is a front view taken on line 2-2 of 
Fig.11. 
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Fig. 13 is a side view of another modified form 
of metallic lure. 

Fig. 14 is a sectional view from the side of the 
modified form of metallic lure shown in Fig. 13. 

Fig. 15 is a top view of the modified form of 
lure shown in Fig. 13. 

Fig. 16. is a front view taken on line 6- 6 of 
Fig. 13. 

Fig.17 is a Sectional view from the side of a 
modified form of buoyant lure. 

Fig. 18 is a front view taken on line 8-18 of 
Fig. 17. 
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2 
Fig. 19 is a top view of a modified form of lure 

embodying a plurality of hook arrangements. 
Referring more particularly by numerals to 

the drawings, in Which the same and similar ele 
ments are designated by like symbols of refer 
ence throughout, and more especially to Fig. 1, 
it will be Seen that my novel lure comprises a 
body portion artificially formed in simulation of 
a natural bait, for example a fish, in divided sec 
tions and 2. The sections may be formed of 
any Suitable buoyant material, Such as Wood. 
The Sections are adapted to be held together by 
a Screw 3, as shown in Fig. 5, extending through 
an aperture provided in the forward portion of 
the top Section , engaging in a registering aper 
ture provided in the for Ward part of the botton 
Section 2. The Screw is adapted to engage in a 
threaded aperture provided in a plate 4, to fix 
the Sections and 2 together and Secure the plate 
A on the botton Section. The plate 4 may be 
additionally held by a nail 5. 
A pair of hooks 6 and 7 terminating at the top 

ends in eyes 8 and 9 are fixed between the Sec 
tions forming the body portion of the bait by the 
screw 3 extending through the eyes 8 and 9 there 
on. The bottom section 2 of the body portion is 
cut away as at C to accommodate the hooks 6 
and . 
There is also secured on the ScreW 3 a connect 

ing member terminating in eyes 2 and 3 at 
each end for fixing the bait on the line. The 
screw 3 is adapted to extend through the eye 3 
and a line may be secured to the eye 2 projecting 
from the front end of the bait. A spinner f4 and 
bead 5 are interposed on the connecting member 
between the eye 2 and the head of the bait and 
the inner face of the top section adjacent the 
front end is channeled as at 5' to accommodate 
the connecting member. A pair of centering pins 
6 and 7, as shown in Fig. 4, are seated in the 

top and bottom sections in front of the Screw 3. 
A wire spring 8 is wound around the Screw 3 

between the eyes 8 and 9 of the hooks and the 
ends are looped around the hooks as at 9 and 20, 
as shown in Fig. 5, to normally force the hooks 
6 and 7 outward to project from the body portion 
at substantially right angles. The top section 
of the body portion is provided with slots 2 and 
22 on each side to allow the hooks to project Out 
Wardly. 
A third hook 23 terminating at one end in an 

eye 24, as shown in Fig. 5, is adapted to be fixed 
on the under side of the bottom Section 2 by the 
eye 24 engaging in an eye 25 formed on the plate 
4. The hook 23 is curved and adapted to be fitted 
in a longitudinal slot 25 provided on the under 
side of the bottom portion 2 for fitting between 
the hooks 6 and . The underside of the top sec 
tion of the body portion is formed with a recess 
27 for accommodating the hook 23. 
The hooks 6 and are adapted to be pressed 

within the body portion, for example by grasping 
with the fingers, against the tension of the Spring 
8, and the hook 23 is inserted therebetween by 

pressing thereon, so as to hold the hooks 6 and 7 
concealed within the body portion under spring 
tension. A projection 28 is provided on the hook 
23 for maintaining engagement with the hooks 
6 and 7. 

It will be seen that the Sections and 2 con 
prising the body portion of the bait are fixed in 
spaced relation by reason of the eyes 8, 9 and 3 
and the Spring 8 interposed therebetween in the 
forward portion. The rear portions of the sec 
tions are held Spaced by a split leaf Spring 29 
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fixed on the rear inner face of the bottom section 
2 by pins 39. By pressing the sections together 
at the rear portions against the tension of the leaf 
Spring 29, the hook 23 will be forced out of en 
gagement With the hooks 6 and so that the 
hooks 6 and will project from the sides of the 
bait at Substantially right angles thereto when 
under Spring tension, and the hook 23 Will be re 
leased to project fron the underside of the bot 
toil portion at Substantially right angles thereto 
and at right angles to the hooks 6 and . The 
member 29 also Serves as a detent to form a stop 
for the hooks 6 and 7 in closed position, and to 
form a guiding means for the hook 23. The pres 
Sure required to disengage the hook 23 to release 
the hooks 6 and is such as is exerted by a fish 
taking the lure, SO that the Sections comprising 
the body portion are naturally pressed together, 
SO as to force the hook 23 out of engagement with 
the hooks 6 and 7. 
Ina Snuch as the hooks are normally held con 

cealed within the body portion it will be apparent 
that the bait is of the weed type. The Snapping 
Of the hooks 6 and under Spring tension fur 
ther provides for positive Snaring of a fish taking 
the bait. As the hook 23 projects substantially 
at right angles from the body portion and at right 
angles to hooks 6 and 7, which latter lie in the 
Sane plane, the positive Snaring of a fish is prac 
tically insured. With Operation of the bait. 
In FigS. 8, 9 and 10 there is shown a modified 

form of bait in which the Sections comprising the 
body portion are stamped out of any suitable 
metal. In this type of bait the sides of the top 
Section are adapted to overlap the sides of the 3. 
bottom section. The front politions of the sec 
tions are formed with turned over ends 3 and 
32, provided with apertures to receive the screw 
3, to reinforce the structure. 
A leaf spring 33 is Substituted for the connect 

ing member . The front end of the Spring pro 
jecting from the bait is provided with an aper 
ture 34 for tying on a line. The Spring is fur 
ther provided with an aperture intermediate its 
length for receiving the screw 3. The rear end 
Of the Spring is formed with a notch 35 for re 
ceiving the hook 23 when set in retracted posi 
tion. In this manner the hook 23, as well as the 
hooks 6 and 7, may be spring tensioned so that 
all three hooks will operate positively with a Snap 
action, to Snare a fish. 
The top metallic section is formed with a par 

tition 36 to provide an airtight compartment 37 
to lend buoyancy to the bait. Also the rear end 
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Of the bottom Section is turned over, as shown ji 
at 38, and a piece of buoyant material, such as 
Cork 39, secured thereby. A spring member 40 
is fixed on the turned over end 38 as a substitute 
for the spring detent 29 shown in Fig. 5. The 
Sides of the top section are cut away as at 4 to 
accommodate the hooks 6 and and the botton 
Section is formed with a longitudinal slot 2 for 
receiving the hook 23. 
In FigS. 11 and 12 there is shown another 

modified form of metallic bait in which a section 
Of buoyant material 43 is Secured on the under 
Side of the top section by members 43 and 45 
fixed on the inner walls of the top section. 

In FigS. 13 through 16 there is shown still an 
Other modified form of metallic bait having a top 
Section formed with front and rear partitions 66 
and 47 to provide airtight compartments 48 and 
49. The front end of the bottom section is 
formed with a turned over end 53 and a piece 

j) - 

(t) 

of buoyant material 5 is secured thereby. In 75 
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this construction a pair of flaps. 52 and 53 formed 
in simulation of fins are pivoted on the side of 
the top section adjacent the rear, on rods 55 and 
56 having turned over ends secured to the section. 
There is also provided a rear flap 57 formed in 
Simulation of a tail fin pivoted to the rear of the 
bottom section on a crossbar 58 integrally formed 
therewith and being adapted to fit in opposite 
apertures provided in the sides of the bottom 
Section adjacent the rear. These simulated fins 
impart a more realistic appearance to the bait 
and also by reason of the pivoting thereof direct 
the bait in the water in simulation of the travel 
Of a live bait. 

In Figs. 17 and 18 there is shown a bait sub 
stantially like that shown in Figs. 1 through 7 
except an additional screw 59 seated in the bot 

20. 
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30. 

6 and 7. 
tom section is employed for securing the hooks 

In this construction further the rear 
spring 29 is omitted and a spring tensioned set 
Screw is extended through an aperture provided 
in the rear end of the top section, and Screwed 
in the rear end of the bottom Section. The ten 
sion for operating the bait may thus be readily 
adjusted. 2 : 
In Fig. 19 I indicate a form of bait embodying 

a plurality of sets of hooks. 
It will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 

tion that in the several types of modified forms 
of baits described certain of the different fea 
tures may be readily adapted to the other forms. 

3. 5 

5 5 

There is accomplished by this invention a lure 
artificially formed in simulation of a natural bait 
which is weedless and which will operate to pos 
itively. Snare, a fish taking the bait by three 
hooks projecting at right angles from the body 
portion and from each other, operating under 
spring tension. 
While I have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, I wish it to 
be understood that I do not confine myself to 
the precise details of construction herein set forth, 
by way of illustration, as it is apparent that many 
changes and variations may be made therein by 
those skilled in the art without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or exceeding the Scope 
of the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. An artificial fish bait comprising a body, por 

tion formed in simulation of a natural lure, di 
vided in sections held spaced, a pin for uniting 
the sections, a pair of hooks normally held con 
cealed in the body portion under Spring tension 
between the sections fixed on the pin, a third 
hook for holding the first hook concealed in the 
body portion, and means to release the third hook 
for projection of the three hooks from the body 
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portion by pressing the sections together. 
2. An artificial fish bait comprising a body por 

tion formed in simulation of a natural lure, di 
vided in sections held spaced, a pair of hooks 
normally held concealed in the body portion un 
der spring tension between the sections fixed on 
the pin, a third hook held under Spring tension 
for holding the first two hooks concealed in the 
body portion, and means to release the third 
hook by pressing the sections forming the body 
portion together for projection of the three hooks 
from the body portion. 

3. An artificial fish bait comprising a body por 
'tion formed of two metallic sections in simulation 

75 

of a natural lure, an air chamber formed in one 
of the sections, means to secure the sections to 
gether in spaced relation, a pair of hooks nor 
mally held concealed under spring tension within 

3 
the body portion between the sections fixed on 
the securing means, and a third hook adapted 
to be released by pressing the sections together 
to release the first named hooks for projection 
of the three hooks from the body portion. 

4. An artificial fish bait comprising a body por 
tion formed of tWO Sections in Simulation of a 
natural lure, means to fix the sections together 
in Spaced relation, a pair of hooks normally held 
concealed within the body portion and between 
the sections under spring tension fixed on the 

5 

Securing means, a third hook for holding the . 
first named hook concealed within the body por 
tion, means to release the hooks for projection 
from the body portion by pressing the sections 
together, flaps pivotally mounted on one of the 
Sections adjacent the rear of the body, portion 
in simulation of fins, and a flap pivotally mounted 
on the rear in simulation of a tail. 

5. An artificial bait comprising a fish body, 
composed of two connected sections having their 
inner faces cut away to provide a recess and 
OpeningS in the sides of the body, Spring pro 
jected lateral hooks operable through the side 
openings, Spring means on the body for urging 
the sections apart, a detent for holding the lat 
eral hooks within the recess, a swingable hook 
nowable through an opening in one of the Sec 
tions into said recess for engagement with said 
lateral hooks and with the detent for locking the 
detent in lateral hook retaining position, said 
sections being arranged to be moved relative to 
each other by pressure impinged upon the body 
for displacing said lower hook and thereby re 
leasing the detent and the lateral hooks, and 8 
spring means for projecting said lateral hooks 
outwardly, when so released. 

6. An artificial bait comprising a fish body 
composed of two connected sections having their 
inner faces cut away to provide a recess and 
openings in the Sides of the body, Spring pro 
jected lateral hooks operable through the side 
openings, spring means on the body for urging 
the sections apart, a detent for holding the lat 
eral hooks within the recess, a Swingable hook 
movable through the opening in the bottom of 
one of the Sections into Said recess for engage 
ment with said lateral hooks and with the detent 
for locking the detent in lateral hook retaining 
position, said sections being arranged to be 
moved relative to each other by pressure im 
pinged upon the body for displacing said lower 
hook and thereby releasing the detent and the 
lateral hooks, and spring means for projecting 
said lateral hooks outwardly when so released, 
said swingable hook being pivoted to the outside 
of said one section and arranged to have a posi 
tion between the lateral hooks when engaged 
thereWith. 

7. An artificial bait comprising a fish body 
composed of two connected sections having their 
inner faces cut away to provide a recess and 
openings in the sides and bottom of the body, 
spring projected lateral hooks Operable through 
the side openings, spring means on the body for 
urging the sections apart, a detent for holding 
the lateral hooks within the recess, a SWingable 
hook movable through the opening in the bot 
tom of one of the sections into said recess for 
engagement With said lateral hooks When in re 
tained position, said sections being arranged to 
be moved relative to each other by pressure im 
pinged upon the body for displacing said lower 
hook and thereby releasing the detent and the 
lateral hooks, and spring means for projecting 
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said lateral hooks outwardly when so released, 
said Swingable hook being pivoted to the Outside 
of said one section and arranged to have a posi 
tion between the lateral hooks. When engaged 
therewith, a portion of the SWingable hook being 
then engageable by the remaining 'Section SO as 
to be pushed out of such position when the Sec 
tions are moved relative to and toward each 
other by an impinging preSSure. 

8. An artificial bait comprising a fish body 
composed of two sections, means flexibly con 
necting the sections together, said Sections hav 
ing their inner faces cut away to provide a receSS 
and openings in the sides of the body, lateral 
hooks movable through the side openings, Spring 
means on the body for urging the Sections apart, 
and forming a detent for holding the lateral 
hooks within the recess, a Swingable hook now 
able through an opening in One of the Sections Of 
the body into said recess for engagement With 
said lateral hooks and with the detent for lock 
ing the detent in lateral hook retaining position, 
said sections being movable relative to each other 
by pressure impinged upon the body for displac 
ing said lower hook and thereby releasing the 
detent and the lateral hooks, and Spring means 
for projecting Said lateral hooks outwardly 
through the openings in the sides of the bod 
When SO released. 

9. An artificial bait comprising a fish body 
composed of two sections, means flexibly con 
necting the sections together, one of said sec 
tions having its inner face cut away to provide 
a recess and openings in the sides of the fish 
body, rear Wardly directed hooks movable lat 
erally through the side openings, spring means 

opening in one of the Sections of the body into 
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on the body normally urging the sections apart, 
and forming a detent for holding the hooks 
within the recess, a longitudinal hook having a 
portion movable into the recess through an Open 
ing provided in one of the sections for engaging 
the first hooks and with the detent for holding 
the detent so that the detent locks the first 
hooks in retracted positions, said Sections being 
movable relative to each other by a pressure in 
pinged on the body for displacing the longi-l 
tudinal hook so as to release the detent and the 
first hooks, and spring means for projecting the 
first hooks through the openings in the sides 
of the body when SO released. 

10. An artificial bait comprising a fish body l 
composed of two sections, means for flexibly 
connecting the sections together, said sections 
having their inner faces cut away So as to pro 
vide a recess and openings in the sides of the 
body, lateral hooks movable through the side 2 
openings, spring means on the body for urging 
the sections apart and forming a detent adapted 
to form a stop for the lateral hooks within the 
recess, a Swingable hook movable through an 

said recess for engagement with said lateral 
hooks and with the detent for locking the de 
tent in lateral hook retaining position, said Sec 
tions being movable relative to each other by 
preSSure inpinged upon the body for displacing 3 
said lower hook and thereby releasing the detent 
and the lateral hooks, and Spring means for pro 
jecting said lateral hooks outwardly through 
the openings in the sides of the body when so 
released. 3 
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