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Ie all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY T. RICHMOND, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Mal-
vern, in the county of Mills and State of Iowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Combined Hooks and Buckles;
and I do declare the following to be a ful]
clear, and exact description of the 1nvent10n,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has relation to a eombined
buckle and snap hook adapted to be used in
connecting various partsof a harness together,
and adapted more especially for use as a trace-
carrier, and among the objects sought to be
attained is to p10v1de a device of the charac-

constructed in such manner that the end or
point of the tongue may-lie flush with the
buckle frame orloop, and thus not be liable
to become caught or entangled in a net, lines,
tail or mane of the ammal or any part of the
harness.

A further object of my invention isto pro-
vide a device of the character described in
which the snap-hook portion is adapted to
firmly secure the article hooked thereto with-
out liability of allowing it to become un-
hooked.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists in the novel construe-
tion of the device as hereinafter fully de-
scribed, illustrated in the drawings, and point-
ed out in the claim. -

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective'
view of my device showing the ends of har-
ness straps buckled to the buckle portion and
hooked to the snap-hook portion of the de-
vice. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the device
detached, showing in full lines the buckle
tongue in its closed position and the hook of
the snap also in its closed or hooked position,
and showing in dotted lines the said tongue
and hook in thelr open or unlocked pos1t1ons
Tig. 3 is a view of the hook portion detached.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
frame portion 1 which at one end is con-
structed to form a loop 2 in the shape of the
ordinary buckle loop and at the opposite end
being constructed to form parallel portions or
ears 3, separated by a narrow opening or space
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4, said ears 3 being somewhat of a cam or oval
shape asseen,and eccentrically through which
is passed a transversestud or pin 5 upon which
the hook 6 is pivoted. The hook 6 is provided
with the shank portion'7 through which the
pin 5 passes, and the earved hook portion 8,
and also the. projecting point or lip 9. The
hook 8 is constructed so as to provide a nar-
row space 10 between it and the face or edge
11 of the shank for the passage.of the loop or
hook of the strap or other deviee to be hooked
to the snap-hook, and thepoint of which hook
8 when in the position represented in Figs. 1
and 2 in full lines, is adapted to lie between
the ears 3 so that the strap hooked thereaver

cannot become unhooked until the hook is -

turned by hand into the position representeid
by dotted lines in Fig. 2.

It will be observed that owing to the shape
of the hook portion 8 and the ears, and the
described pivotal arrangement of the hook

the said hook portion must necessarily be.

turned through an arc of one hundred and
eighty (180) degrees before it will allow the
article to be unhooked therefrom—that is to
say, it must be turned from the position indi-
cated in Figs. 1 and 2 (fuli lines) into the po-
sition seen in Fig. 2 (dotted lines) to permit
the unhooking of the article. I would also
state that when any strain is puat upon the
hook, the same at once assumes the locked
position indicated in Figs.1 and 2. Thus in
practice it willalways assume a normal locked
position to properly perform its function..

The buckle portion of the deviece is pro-
vided with the usunal transverse bar 12 which
carries an ordinary tongue 13. The buckle
loop is provided with a recess or notech 14 of
sufficient depth to permit the point of the
tongue being received therein and thus be
flush with the uppersurface of theloop. Thus
there is no liability of the horse net or any
part of the harness, or the tail or mane of the
animal becoming engaged with or entangled
in the buckle tonv'ue

Although I have described my combined.
device as beuw applied more particularly to
harness, it may be used for other purposes
than connecting portions of harness together,
and I do not wish to be restricted in its ap-
plication for any particular purpose.
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T would say that the principle of recessing
the buckle frame to receive the point of the
tongue, could be carried out in any ordinary
simple buckle, and further that the snap hook
portion of my device may be combined with
the improved buckle portion described, or be
combined with a buckle portion not having
the described recess or notch. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is—

5

The herein deseribed device comprising a
frame having a buckle loop at one end, a piv-
oted tongue for said loop, the oval shaped
parallel ears 3 integral with the sides of the
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buckle loop and the hook 6 having the shank
portion 7, a pin passing through the ears and
the said shank, the elongated rearwardly pro-
jecting curved point or tongue 8, and project-
ing point or lip 9 integral with the shank, the
said pivotal pin for the hook passing eccen-
trically through the ears, for the purpose
specified. ,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY T. RICIIMOND.
Witnesses:
O. M. HARRIS,
B. L. BYERS.
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