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Description
Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of
sponge boards, and more particularly to a device for
squeezing water out of a sponge board.

Background

[0002] Sponge boardsare commonly usedinanumber
of tiling and plastering operations, such as washing of
tiles to remove grout residues and providing an even fin-
ish to joints and plaster. In these operations excess water
including sand, grout residues etc. must frequently be
removed from the sponge board (or sponge float) to avoid
washing away too much of the joint or plaster, and avoid
diluting the grout in the joints. The main difference be-
tween sponge boards used for different types of opera-
tions, are the structure, size and thickness of the sponge.
[0003] Presently the most common method of remov-
ing water from a sponge board is using a bucket provided
with a number of rollers upon which the sponge board is
repeatedly guided, about 5-8 times, to squeeze the water
out of the sponge and into the bucket. Such bucket is
commonly termed a washboy. The frequent repetition of
squeezing out the water is demanding on the persons
performing this type of work, especially on the wrists,
arms and shoulders.

[0004] An alternative method and device for squeezing
water out of a sponge board is described in DE 20117581
U1. The device comprises a hinged pressure element
arranged to squeeze a sponge board towards a perfo-
rated plate, such that the water is drained into a bucket.
The pressure element is parallel to the perforated plate
at a fixed distance from the perforated plate. The device
is thus able to evenly squeeze a sponge board having a
set thickness. Sponge boards of larger or smaller thick-
ness will not be squeezed evenly since the pressure el-
ement will not be parallel to the perforated plate at the
required distance, and the water remaining in the sponge
board will be distributed unevenly.

[0005] Thus, thereis a need for a device for squeezing
water out of a sponge board which avoids at least some
of the disadvantages of the prior art.

Summary of the invention

[0006] The present invention provides a device for
squeezing water out of a sponge board. The device is
defined in the appended claims and in the following:

In a first embodiment, the invention provides a device for
squeezing water out of a sponge board having a bow
handle arranged on a backing plate, the device compris-
ing a perforated base plate and a pressure element,
wherein

- the perforated base plate comprises multiple drain-
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age openings for allowing water to drain from an up-
per surface of the perforated base plate; and

- thepressure elementcomprises afirstend, a second
end, at least one pressure surface and a recess, the
recess is able to accommodate the bow handle when
the sponge board is arranged on the upper surface
of the perforated base plate, the first end is pivotably
connected to the perforated base plate by at least
one hinge and the second end is distal from the first
end and comprises a push handle, and the pressure
element may pivot between a first position, wherein
the sponge board may be arranged on the upper
surface of the perforated base plate, and a second
position, wherein the at least one pressure surface
is parallel to, and at a predetermined distance from,
the upper surface of the perforated plate,

wherein the device comprises means for changing the
predetermined distance of the at least one pressure sur-
face in the second position.

[0007] Preferably, the multiple drainage openings are
sized to drain sand and grout residue in addition to the
water.

[0008] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
to the invention, the means for changing the predeter-
mined distance of the at least one pressure surface in
the second position comprises at least one interchange-
able adapter on the pressure element, said interchange-
able adapter comprising the at least one pressure sur-
face.

[0009] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
to the invention, the interchangeable adapter comprises
afirst plate element comprising the at least one pressure
surface, wherein the thickness of the first plate element
decides the size of the predetermined distance.

[0010] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
to the invention, the at least one interchangeable adapter
comprises a first and a second interconnected plate el-
ement, each plate element comprising a pressure sur-
face, the first and the second plate element being parallel
and of different thickness, such that the interchangeable
adapter may be arranged with the pressure surface of
the first or the second plate element facing the upper
surface of the perforated base plate to provide a first or
a second predetermined distance, respectively, between
the at least one pressure surface and the upper surface
of the perforated base plate when the pressure element
is in the second position.

[0011] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
to the invention, the first and the second plate element
are interconnected by a connecting element, such that
the interchangeable adapter may be releasably fastened
to the pressure element, preferably by being clipped onto
the pressure element.

[0012] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
to the invention, the interchangeable adapter provides
increased stiffness to the pressure element.

[0013] Inafurtherembodiment of the device according
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to the invention, the pressure element is pretensioned
towards the first position. The pressure element may be
pretensioned by a spring, and preferably by an internal
spring in the at least one hinge.

[0014] In afurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the perforated base plate comprises
guide rails for centering the sponge board upon the per-
forated base plate.

[0015] Inafurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the pressure element may be locked in
the second position, preferably by at least one locking
arm pivotably connected to the perforated base plate or
a guide rail.

[0016] In afurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the pressure element comprises two par-
allel arms interconnected by the push handle, and the
recess is provided by a longitudinal opening formed be-
tween the two parallel arms.

[0017] Inafurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the at least one interchangeable adapter
is arranged on the parallel arms.

[0018] In afurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the push handle is bow shaped and com-
prises an upper rounded surface extending away from
the perforated base plate.

[0019] In afurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the device comprises stopping means
for preventing the pressure element from pivoting beyond
the second position. The stopping means may for in-
stance comprise at least one stopping block arranged on
the perforated base plate, and at least one cooperating
stopping block or stopping surface arranged on the pres-
sure element.

[0020] In afurther embodiment of the device according
to the invention, the means for changing the predeter-
mined distance of the at least one pressure surface in
the second position comprises means for raising or low-
ering the level of the at least one hinge in relation to the
perforated base plate. Such means may comprise any
type of connection between the at least one hinge and
the perforated base plate which may be extended or
shortened in order to change the predetermined dis-
tance.

[0021] The term "pivoting beyond the second position"
isintended to mean that the atleast one pressure surface
may not be closer to the perforated plate than it is in the
second position.

Short description of the drawings

[0022] Theinventionis described in detail by reference
to the following drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment ac-
cording to the invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view from a different angle of
the embodiment in fig. 1.
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Fig. 3is a perspective view of the embodiment in fig.
1, featuring a sponge board.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the embodiment in fig.
1, featuring a sponge board.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of two interchangeable
adapters for use with the embodiment in fig. 1.

Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 are perspective views of an embod-
iment according to the invention.

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the embodiment of
figs. 6 and 7 arranged on a wash bucket.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of an embodiment ac-
cording to the invention featuring means for chang-
ing the level of the hinges.

Detailed description of the invention

[0023] A preferred embodiment of the device accord-
ing to the invention is shown in fig. 1. The device is suit-
able for evenly squeezing water out of a sponge board.
A sponge board 1 comprises a sponge 26, a backing
plate 14 on which the sponge is fastened, and a handle
2. The handle is usually bow shaped and attached to the
backing plate. Depending on the design of the device,
the handle may in stead of being bow shaped comprise
a shaft which is pivotably connected to the backing plate
(not shown).

[0024] The device comprises a perforated base plate
3 pivotably connected by hinges 12 to a pressure element
4 having two pressure surfaces 11. The perforated base
plate comprises multiple drainage openings 5 to allow
water, sand and grout residues from a sponge board 1
to drain from the upper surface 6 of the base plate. In
use the device is arranged on a suitable wash bucket
(see fig. 8) into which the water is collected. In this par-
ticular embodiment, the perforated base plate has flang-
es 21 for arranging the device on or in the suitable bucket.
The flanges also ensure that the perforated base plate 3
is sufficiently rigid, i.e. does not bend during use.
[0025] The pressure element 4 comprises two parallel
arms 20 interconnected by a push handle 10. The two
parallel arms are arranged at a distance from each other,
such thatan openingorrecess 9isformed between them.
Atoneend7 (i.e. the firstend), opposite the push handle,
the parallel arms are connected to the perforated base
plate by the hinges 12. Each of the parallel arms 20 com-
prises an interchangeable adapter 13 featuring a pres-
sure surface 11 (i.e. means for changing the predeter-
mined distance), see also fig. 5. In this embodiment, the
interchangeable adapters 13 are designed as longitudi-
nal elements which may be clipped onto the parallelarms.
The longitudinal element comprises a first 15 and a sec-
ond 16 plate element interconnected by a third plate el-
ement 17 (i.e. a connecting element). When clipped onto
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the parallel arms 20, one side of the first 15 or the second
16 plate elements constitutes the pressure surface 11 of
the pressure element 4. The thickness of the first plate
element 15 is smaller than the thickness of the second
plate element 16. By being clipped onto the parallel arms,
the adapters also improve the bending stiffness of the
pressure element. It should be noted that other solutions
for adapters suitable to provide a pressure surface having
a required predetermined distance, i.e. able to vary the
predetermined distance, would be apparent to the skilled
person based on the present disclosure. Further, in other
embodiments the predetermined distance may also be
varied without the use of interchangeable adapters, for
instance by having means for raising and/or lowering the
level of the hinges 12 in relation to the perforated base
plate (i.e. means for changing the predetermined dis-
tance), see fig. 9 and description below.

[0026] The pressure element may pivot between a first
and a second position. In the first position, the pressure
element 4 extends away from the perforated base plate
3, allowing a sponge board 1 to be arranged on the upper
surface of said plate, seefig. 1to 3. In the second position,
as in fig. 4, but without the locking arms 19 being en-
gaged, the pressure element is arranged such that the
pressure surfaces 11 are parallel to the upper surface 6
of the perforated plate. In the second position the pres-
sure surfaces are at a predetermined distance from the
perforated base plate. The size of the desired predeter-
mined distance will depend on the type of sponge board
1 to be used. For instance, in a typical sponge board for
washing of tiles the sponge 26 have a thickness of 30
mm or 35 mm, while the thickness of the backing board
remains the same. If the predetermined distance in the
second position is not adapted to the correct sponge
board thickness, an uneven pressure is applied to the
sponge causing too much water to remain in parts of the
sponge. By selecting the appropriate first 15 or second
16 plate element for providing the pressure surface 11
for a specific sponge board, a correct predetermined dis-
tance and an even pressure on the sponge is achieved.
As an example only, a sponge board for washing of tiles
will commonly feature a sponge 26 with a thickness of
30 mm and require a predetermined distance of about 9
mm plus the thickness of the backing plate, while a similar
sponge board having a sponge with a thickness of 35
mm will require a larger predetermined distance of about
12 mm plus the thickness of the backing plate. In addition,
sponge boards for other types of operation, such as plas-
ter finishing, may require sponges changing in thickness
from about 10 mm to 40 mm and the required predeter-
mined distance will vary accordingly. Further, the re-
quired predetermined distance will also depend on the
type of sponge material, i.e. the compressibility of the
sponge, and the thickness of the backing plate.

[0027] The guide rails 18 arranged on the perforated
base plate ensures that the sponge board 1 is centered
on the perforated base plate. In many sponge boards 1,
the connection between the handle 2 and the backing
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plate 14 comprises a raised section on the backing plate
to ensure sufficient strength of the connection. If the
sponge board is arranged too far off center on the per-
forated base plate, parts of the pressure surface 11 may
push against the raised section in the second position,
thus causing an uneven pressure on the sponge.
[0028] At least one of the hinges 12 comprises an in-
ternal spring pretensioned towards moving the pressure
element into the first position. In this way, the person
using the device avoids having to raise the pressure el-
ement manually after each use. The spring is arranged
inside the hinge to protect it from wear due to the pres-
ence of sand and grout residues in the water squeezed
out of the sponge board. As described above, the device
is intended to be arranged on a wash bucket, see fig. 8.
Such a wash bucket 22 comprises a handle 23 for car-
rying the bucket. When the device is in the first position,
the handle 23 of the bucket would have to extend far
above said bucket to pass above the pressure element
4 extending away from the perforated base plate 3. To
avoid such an extended handle, the pressure element 4
may be locked in the second position by use of the locking
arms 19, see fig. 4 and fig. 8. The locking arms are piv-
otably connected to the guide rails or the perforated base
plate. A further advantage of being able to lock the pres-
sure elementinthe second positionis thatthe bow handle
of a sponge board may function as a carrying handle for
the device itself.

[0029] The push handle 10 at the second end 8 of the
pressure elementis bow shaped and comprises an upper
rounded surface extending away from the perforated
base plate. By ensuring a sufficient gap between the push
handle and the perforated base plate in the second po-
sition, the device may also be used for sponge boards
comprising a pole handle, as long as the pole handle is
pivotably connected to the backing plate of the sponge
board.

[0030] The device may further comprise stopping
means 24, 25 for preventing the pressure element 4 to
pivot beyond the second position, see figs. 6 and 7. In
this embodiment, the stopping means comprises stop-
ping blocks 24 arranged on the perforated base plate 3,
in this case the stopping blocks 24 are integrated in the
guide rails 18, and a cooperative stopping block 25 ar-
ranged on each of the parallel arms 20. By preventing
the pressure element from pivoting beyond the second
position, an even pressure is achieved on a sponge board
even if the interchangeable adapters 13 do not provide
the exact required predetermined distance, i.e. if the
sponge is thinner than a sponge suitable for the specific
predetermined distance provided by the adapters. This
is advantageous if a non-standard sponge board is used,
however, the main advantage is that the stopping means
help secure the pressure element 4 when locked in the
second position by use of the locking arms. An embodi-
ment wherein the level of the hinges may be var-
ied/changed (i.e. a means for changing the predeter-
mined distance) is shown in fig. 9. Fig. 9 displays an
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expanded cutout to better show the means for raising or
lowering the level of the hinges 12. In this embodiment
the hinges are connected to a flange 27 on the perforated
base plate 3 by use of screws/bolts 28. The screws/bolts
are fastened via vertically extending longitudinal open-
ings 29 in the flange, such that the level of the hinges,
and consequently the predetermined distance at which
the pressure surfaces 11 of the pressure element 4 and
the perforated base plate 3 are parallel, may be varied
in avertical direction (vertical in relation to the horizontally
arranged base plate 3). Further embodiments, wherein
the level of the hinges 12 may be varied, would be ap-
parent to the skilled person based on the present disclo-
sure. Such embodiments may feature any type of verti-
cally extendable connection between the hinges and the
perforated base plate, such as telescopic arms that may
be locked at a required level (e.g. the arm sections 30
connecting the hinges are extendable to various required
levels), a flange on the perforated base plate wherein
each of the vertically extending longitudinal openings 29,
showninfig. 9, is replaced by multiple openings arranged
at levels corresponding to different predetermined dis-
tances, and similar.

[0031] All of the described embodiments provide a de-
vice wherein the action of squeezing water out of a
sponge board only requires a single movement, and
which action provides an even pressure over the length
of the sponge board ensuring that a correct amount of
water is squeezed out of the sponge, each and every
time the action is repeated, without any excess water
being present in parts of the sponge.

Claims

1. A device for squeezing water out of a sponge board
(1) having a bow handle (2) arranged on a backing
plate (14), the device comprising a perforated base
plate (3) and a pressure element (4), wherein

- the perforated base plate (3) comprises multi-
ple drainage openings (5) for allowing water to
drain from an upper surface (6) of the perforated
base plate; and

- the pressure element (4) comprises a first end
(7), asecond end (8), at least one pressure sur-
face (11)andarecess (9), therecessisarranged
to accommodate the bow handle (2) when the
sponge board (1) is arranged on the upper sur-
face (6) of the perforated base plate (3), the first
end (7) is pivotably connected to the perforated
base plate by at least one hinge (12) and the
second end (8) is distal from the first end and
comprises a push handle (10), and the pressure
element (4) may pivot between a first position,
wherein the sponge board (1) may be arranged
on the upper surface (6) of the perforated base
plate (3), and a second position, wherein the at
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least one pressure surface (11) is parallel to,
and at a predetermined distance from, the upper
surface (6) of the perforated plate (3), charac-
terized in that the device comprises means (13)
for changing the predetermined distance of the
atleast one pressure surface (11) in the second
position.

A device according to claim 1, wherein the means
for changing the predetermined distance of the at
least one pressure surface (11) in the second posi-
tion comprises at least one interchangeable adapter
(13) on the pressure element (4), said interchange-
able adapter comprising the at least one pressure
surface (11).

A device according to claim 2, wherein the inter-
changeable adapter (13) comprises a first plate el-
ement (15) comprising the at least one pressure sur-
face (11), wherein the thickness of the first plate el-
ement decides the size of the predetermined dis-
tance.

A device according to claims 2 or 3, wherein the at
least one interchangeable adapter (13) comprises a
first (15) and a second (16) interconnected plate el-
ement, each plate element (15,16) comprising a
pressure surface (11), the first and the second plate
element being parallel and of different thickness,
such that the interchangeable adapter (13) may be
arranged with the pressure surface (11) of the first
or the second plate element facing the upper surface
(6) of the perforated base plate (3) to provide a first
or a second predetermined distance, respectively,
between the at least one pressure surface (11) and
the upper surface (6) of the perforated base plate
when the pressure element (4) is in the second po-
sition.

A device according to claim 4, wherein the first (15)
and the second (16) plate element are interconnect-
ed by a connecting element (17) such that the inter-
changeable adapter (13) may be releasably fas-
tened to the pressure element, preferably by being
clipped onto the pressure element.

A device according to any of the claims 2to 5, where-
in the interchangeable adapter (13) provides in-
creased stiffness to the pressure element (4).

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the pressure element (4) is pretensioned
towards the first position, preferably by an internal
spring in the at least one hinge.

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the perforated base plate (3) comprises
guide rails (18) for centering the sponge board upon
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the perforated base plate.

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the pressure element (4) may be locked in
the second position, preferably by at least one lock-
ing arm (19) pivotably connected to the perforated
base plate (3).

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the pressure element (4) comprises two par-
allel arms (20) interconnected by the push handle
(10), and the recess (9) is provided by a longitudinal
opening formed between the two parallel arms.

A device according to claim 9, wherein the at least
one interchangeable adapter (13) is arranged on the
parallel arms.

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the push handle (10) is bow shaped and
comprises an upper rounded surface extending
away from the perforated base plate.

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
comprising stopping means for preventing the pres-
sure element (4) from pivoting beyond the second
position.

A device according to any of the preceding claims,
wherein the means for changing the predetermined
distance of the at least one pressure surface (11) in
the second position comprises means for raising or
lowering the level of the at least one hinge 12 in re-
lation to the perforated base plate 3.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Vorrichtung zum Auspressen von Wasser aus einem
Schwammbrett (1), das einen Bligelgriff (2) aufweist,
der auf einer Tragerplatte (14) angeordnet ist, wobei
die Vorrichtung eine perforierte Grundplatte (3) und
ein Druckelement (4) umfasst, wobei

- die perforierte Grundplatte (3) mehrere Ablauf-
offnungen (5) umfasst, um zu ermdglichen, dass
Wasser von einer oberen Flache (6) der perfo-
rierten Grundplatte ablauft; und

- das Druckelement (4) ein erstes Ende (7), ein
zweites Ende (8), mindestens eine Druckflache
(11) und eine Aussparung (9) umfasst, wobei
die Aussparung derart angeordnet ist, dass sie
den Bugelgriff (2) aufnimmt, wenn das
Schwammbrett (1) auf der oberen Flache (6) der
perforierten Grundplatte (3) angeordnet ist, das
erste Ende (7) durch mindestens ein Gelenk (12)
schwenkbar mit der perforierten Grundplatte
verbundenistund das zweite Ende (8) distal von
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dem ersten Ende gelegen ist und einen Druck-
griff (10) umfasst, und das Druckelement (4) zwi-
schen einer ersten Position, in der das
Schwammbrett (1) auf der oberen Flache (6) der
perforierten Grundplatte (3) angeordnet sein
kann, und einer zweiten Position, bei der die
mindestens eine Druckflache (11) sich parallel
zu und in einem vorgegebenen Abstand von der
oberen Flache (6) der perforierten Platte (3) be-
findet, geschwenkt werden kann, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die Vorrichtung ein Mittel
(13) zum Andern des vorgegebenen Abstands
der mindestens einen Druckflache (11) in der
zweiten Position umfasst.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Mittel zum
Andern des vorgegebenen Abstands der mindes-
tens einen Druckflache (11) in der zweiten Position
mindestens einen austauschbaren Adapter (13) an
dem Druckelement (4) umfasst, wobei der aus-
tauschbare Adapter die mindestens eine Druckfla-
che (11) umfasst.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei der austausch-
bare Adapter (13) ein erstes Plattenelement (15) um-
fasst, das die mindestens eine Druckflache (11) um-
fasst, wobei die Dicke des ersten Plattenelements
Uber die GroRe des vorgegebenen Abstands ent-
scheidet.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 2 oder 3, wobei der we-
nigstens eine austauschbare Adapter (13) ein erstes
(15) und ein zweites (16) miteinander verbundenes
Plattenelement umfasst, wobei jedes Plattenele-
ment (15, 16) eine Druckflache (11) umfasst, das
erste und das zweite Plattenelement parallel sind
und eine unterschiedliche Dicke aufweisen, derart
dass der austauschbare Adapter (13) mit der Druck-
flache (11) des ersten oder des zweiten Plattenele-
ments der oberen Flache (6) der perforierten Grund-
platte (3) zugewandt angeordnet werden kann, um
einen ersten beziehungsweise einen zweiten vorge-
gebenen Abstand zwischen der mindestens einen
Druckflache (11) und der oberen Flache (6) der per-
forierten Grundplatte bereitzustellen, wenn sich das
Druckelement (4) in der zweiten Position befindet.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 4, wobei das erste (15)
und das zweite (16) Plattenelement durch ein Ver-
bindungselement (17) derart miteinander verbunden
sind, dass der austauschbare Adapter (13) l6sbar
an dem Druckelement befestigt sein kann, vorzugs-
weise indem es auf das Druckelement geklemmt
wird.

Vorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 2 bis 5, wo-
bei der austauschbare Adapter (13) dem Druckele-
ment (4) eine erhéhte Steifigkeit bereitstellt.
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Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Druckelement (4) in Richtung
der ersten Position vorgespannt ist, vorzugsweise
durch eine innere Feder in dem mindestens einen
Gelenk.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei die perforierte Grundplatte (3) Fuh-
rungsschienen (18) zum Zentrieren des Schwamm-
bretts auf der perforierten Grundplatte umfasst.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Druckelement (4) in der zweiten
Position verriegelt sein kann, vorzugsweise durch
mindestens einen Verriegelungsarm (19), der
schwenkbar mit der perforierten Grundplatte (3) ver-
bunden ist.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Druckelement (4) zwei parallele
Arme (20) umfasst, die durch den Druckgriff (10) mit-
einander verbunden sind, und die Aussparung (9)
durch eine langliche Offnung bereitgestellt ist, die
zwischen den zwei parallelen Armen gebildet ist.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei der mindestens
eine austauschbare Adapter (13) an den parallelen
Armen angeordnet ist.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei der Druckgriff (10) bugelférmig ist
und eine obere abgerundete Flache umfasst, die
sich von der perforierten Grundplatte weg erstreckt.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, die ein Anschlagmittel zum Verhindern,
dass das Druckelement (4) tiber die zweite Position
hinaus schwenkt, umfasst.

Vorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
spriiche, wobei das Mittel zum Andern des vorgege-
benen Abstands der mindestens einen Druckflache
(11) in der zweiten Position ein Mittel zum Erhéhen
oder Absenken der Héhe des mindestens einen Ge-
lenks 12 in Bezug auf die perforierte Grundplatte 3
umfasst.

Revendications

Dispositif pour essorer un platoir éponge (1) ayant
une poignée en forme d’arc (2) agencée sur une pla-
que de support (14), le dispositif comprenant une
plaque de base perforée (3) et un élément de pres-
sion (4), dans lequel :

la plaque de base perforée (3) comprend plu-
sieurs ouvertures d’évacuation (5) pour permet-
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tre d’évacuer I'eau d’une surface supérieure (6)
de la plaque de base perforée ; et

I’élément de pression (4) comprend une premié-
re extrémité (7), une seconde extrémité (8), au
moins une surface de pression (11) et un évide-
ment (9), 'évidement est agencé pour loger la
poignée en forme d’arc (2) lorsque le platoir
éponge (1) estagencé sur la surface supérieure
(6) de la plaque de base perforée (3), la premiere
extrémité (7) est raccordée de maniére pivotan-
te a la plaque de base perforée par au moins
une charniere (12) et la seconde extrémité (8)
est distale par rapport a la premiére extrémité
et comprend une poignée de poussée (10), et
I’élément de pression (4) peut pivoter entre une
premiére position, dans laquelle le platoir épon-
ge (1) peut étre agencé surla surface supérieure
(6) de la plaque de base perforée (3), et une
seconde position, dans laquelle la au moins une
surface de pression (11) est parallele a eta une
distance prédéterminée de la surface supérieu-
re (6) de la plaque perforée (3), caractérisé en
ce que le dispositif comprend un moyen (13)
pour modifier la distance prédéterminée de la
au moins une surface de pression (11) dans la
seconde position.

Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
moyen pour modifier la direction prédéterminée de
la au moins une surface de pression (11) dans la
seconde position comprend au moins un adaptateur
interchangeable (13) sur I'élément de pression (4),
ledit adaptateur interchangeable comprenant la au
moins une surface de pression (11).

Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
I'adaptateur interchangeable (13) comprend un pre-
mier élément de plaque (15) comprenant la au moins
une surface de pression (11), danslequel I'épaisseur
du premier élément de plaque décide de la taille de
la distance prédéterminée.

Dispositif selon les revendications 2 ou 3, dans le-
quel le au moins un adaptateur interchangeable (13)
comprend un premier (15) etun second (16) élément
de plaque interconnecté, chaque élément de plaque
(15, 16) comprenant une surface de pression (11),
le premier et le second élément de plaque étant pa-
ralleles etd’épaisseur différente, de sorte que I'adap-
tateur interchangeable (13) peut étre agencé avec
la surface de pression (11) du premier ou du second
élément de plaque orienté vers la surface supérieure
(6) de la plaque de base perforée (3) pour fournir
une premiére ou une seconde distance prédétermi-
née respectivement, entre la au moins une surface
de pression (11) et la surface supérieure (6) de la
plaque de base perforée lorsque I'élément de pres-
sion (4) est dans la seconde position.
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Dispositif selon la revendication 4, dans lequelle pre-
mier (15) et le second élément de plaque (16) sont
interconnectés parun élément de raccordement (17)
de sorte que I'adaptateur interchangeable (13) peut
étre fixé de maniére amovible sur I'élément de pres-
sion, de préférence en étant encliqueté sur I'élément
de pression.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
2 a5, dans lequel 'adaptateur interchangeable (13)
fournitune rigidité accrue al’élémentde pression (4).

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel I'élément de pression (4)
est pré-tendu vers la premiéere position, de préféren-
ce par unressort interne dans la au moins une char-
niére.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la plaque de base perforée
(3) comprend des rails de guidage (18) pour centrer
le platoir éponge sur la plaque de base perforée.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel I'élément de pression (4)
peut étre verrouillé dans la seconde position, de pré-
férence par au moins un bras de blocage (19) rac-
cordé de maniére pivotante a la plaque de base per-
forée (3).

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel I'élément de pression (4)
comprend deux bras paralleles (20) interconnectés
par la poignée de poussée (10), et I'évidement (9)
est fourni par une ouverture longitudinale formée en-
tre les deux bras paralléles.

Dispositif selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le au
moins un adaptateur interchangeable (13) est agen-
cé sur les bras paralléles.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la poignée de poussée
(10) est en forme d’arc et comprend une surface ar-
rondie supérieure s’étendant a distance de la plaque
de base perforée.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant des moyens de butée
pour empécher I'élément de pression (4) de pivoter
au-dela de la seconde position.

Dispositif selon 'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le moyen pour modifier la
distance prédéterminée de la au moins une surface
de pression (11) dans la seconde position comprend
un moyen pour lever ou abaisser le niveau de la au
moins une charniére (12) par rapport a la plaque de
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base perforée (3).
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