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l‘
_ This invention- appertains. to novel and useful
improvements in picture frames.

An object of this invention is to maintain a
picture or: the like- on display for personal or
public use.

Another object of this invention is to maintain
transparent members as well as a picture within
a frame, the said frame being attached rigidly
to & base member.

Another object of this invention is to provide
improved means for carrying out the above men-
tioned function.

Another purpose of this invention is to supply
a decorative picture frame of preferably plastic
material which is easily shaped and worked and
which will enhance the attractiveness of the pic-
ture or pictures supported.

Ancillary -objects and features of novelty will
become apparent to those skilled in the -art; in
following the description of the preferred forms
of the invention, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Pigure 1 is a perspective view of the first form
of the invention;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
2—2 of Figure 1;

Pigure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially
on the line 3—3 of Figure 1 and in the direction
of the arrows;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the second
form of the invention;

Figure 5 is a plan view of the invention shown
in Pigure-1, the auxiliary frames thereof being
in the closed position; and

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substan-
tially on the line 6—8§ of Figure 4 and in the di-
rection of the arrows.

This invention has been developed-to supply an
inexpensive but attractive display device for
photographs, pictures and the like. It is within
the purview of the present invention to utilize
commercial plastic = substantially = exclusively.
However, it is understood that other materials
such' as mirrors of varicus colors, wood, metal,
and others may be employed if it is found desir-
able.

Viewing first Figures 1-3, it will be seen that
one form of the invention includes a decorative
-base 10 preferably of commercial plastic mate-
rial with a pair of strips 12 and !4 respectively
rigidly secured thereto. These strips are sub-
stantially parallel and form a bottom for a pic-
ture frame generally indicated at 16.

Side members {8 and 20 respectively are se-
cured to the base 10 and are received between the
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said strips 12 and. 14. Finishing blocks 22, pri-
marily for decorative purposes, but also to sup-
port the sides 18 and 2B, are supplied in con-
junction with the said sides and-the base 8.

Received between the sides 18 and 20 and also
between the two strips 12 and 14 is a pair of
transparent members 24 and 26 with a photo-
graph or the:like 28 therebetween. Of course,
one of the transparent members, either 24 or 26,
may- be substituted for an opagque member if it is
found deésirable.

A top 30 rests upon the sides 18 and 20, or if it
is found desirable, the top 30 may be integral with
the said sides. In order to maintain the trans-
parent members within the confines of the pic-
ture frame and between the said strips 12 and 14,
a specially devised bracket is utilized. This
bracket may be seen as a pair of substantially
U-shaped members 32 and 34, respectively, hav-
ing pins 38 extending therethrough. These pins
also extend through the top 39 and may be de-
tachable in nature. Interposed between the
bight portions of the U-shaped members 32 and
34 is a rod 38 which also rests on the top 39. Of
course, the U-shaped members partially overlie
the transparent members and also partially over-
lie the said sides 18 and 20.

Referring now to Figure 4, a second form of
the invention is illustrated. This second form is
substantially identical in structure to that of
Figure 1. However, the base {0 may be built up
on small decorative blocks 40 and 42 for addi-
tional height and for ornamental purposes. The
structure of the U-shaped clamps is identical
and they are maintained in place by the de-
seribed pins 38. Secured to the said sides 18
and 20 in this second form of the invention there
is a pair of sleeves 46 and 48. Rach of the said
sleeves is utilized for the purpose of maintain-
ing auxiliary frames somewhat smaller than the
center or main frame {6.

Since these auxiliary frames are identical in
construction, the description of one will neces-
sarily lead to the understanding of the other.
Therefore, viewing Figure 4, it will be seen that
a-second sleeve B0 is attached to one of the aux-
iliary frames generally indicated at 52. This
second sleeve 58 accommodates a substantially
oval-shaped bracket 54 which also extends
through the said sleeve 48. By this means, the
auxiliary frames, generally indicated at 52, are
hingedly supported to the sides {8 and 20 of the
said main frame {8. Of course, any type of
rhotograph or picture may be utilized in asso~
ciation with the invention, and if it is found de~
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sirable, a backing (see Fig. 6) strip 56 may be
interposed between the picture or photograph
and the back transparent element 26. This of
course is a matter of choice and may be obviated
if it is found desirable.

While there has been described and illustrated
but preferred forms of the invention, it is ap-
parent that certain variations may be made with-
out departing from the spirit thereof. Accord-
ingly, limitation is sought only in accordance
with the scope of the following claims.
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Having described the invention, what is claimed .

as new is:

1. A picture display device comprising a base
having a frame attached thereto, said frame in-
cluding sides and a bottom forming picture re-
ceiving grooves, and a top, means partially seated
on said top for retaining a picture and a trans-
parent member within the frame, said means
including a pair of substantially U-shaped
brackets secured to said top and partially over-
lying said sides, and pins passed through the
parts of said brackets which overlie the sides and
also pass through the said sides, sleeves attached
to said sides, a substantially oval-shaped bracket
having a pair of longitudinal sides, one of which
is secured to one of said sleeves, a second picture
supporting frame having e sleeve secured to the
other oval-shaped bracket longitudinal side, said
last-mentioned sleeve being pivotally mounted on
said substantially oval-shaped bracket side.
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2. 'The combination of claim 1, and said second

frame having side members, a bottom, and a top,
substantially U-shaped brackets disposed at the
junctions of said sides with said top and said
bottom, and pins passed through said brackets
and said sides.
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