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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoSEPH. W. CURRY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Adel 
phi, in the county of Polk and State of Iowa, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Folding Rocking - Chairs, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

chair of this class that will be of simple, du 
rable, and inexpensive construction and that 
will automatically fold when the operator 
pulls a cord in such a manner that the chair 
may occupy a minimum of space, as required 
for carrying on a person’s arm or for conven 
ience in shipping or storing. 
My invention consists in certain details in 

the construction, arrangement, and combina 
tion of the various parts of the chair, and 
particularly in the construction of means for 
locking the chair in its position as required 
for use and the means for releasing said chair 
and causing it to automatically fold, as here 
inafter more fully set forth, pointed out in 
my claims, and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 shows the entire chair in perspec 
tive in its position ready for use. Fig.2 shows 
a side elevation of the chair in its folded po 
sition. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail showing 
the means for locking the chair in its position 
as required for use, and Fig. 4 shows a longi 
tudinal section of the partillustrated in Fig. 3. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
I have used the reference-numeral 10 to in 
dicate the chair-rockers, which are of the or 
dinary construction. Near the forward end 
of the rockers are the uprights 11, fixed to 
the rockers and having the joints 12 therein 
at a point near the rockers. The said joints 
12 are each composed of the following parts: 
On one of the hinge members is a central 
disk-shaped projection 12 to project straight 
forward from the hinge member having the 
notch 13 therein, as shown in Fig. 4. On the 
other hinge member are one or more mating 
disk-shaped projections 12 to project straight 
forwardly from the hinge member and to rest 
against the sides of the said central projec 
tion, and these projections are provided with 
notches13, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. These 
notches are so arranged and disposed as to 
stand in a linement with each other when the 

hinge members are in a linement. A pintle 
13 is passed through these disk-shaped pro 
jections, thus connecting them and forming 
a hinge-joint. On the rear surface of the up 
per portion of each of the uprights 11 is a lock 
ing device comprising a lever 14, having lugs 
15 at its sides designed to overlap the sides of 
the uprights 11, which lugs are pivoted to said 
uprights to form a fulcrum for the lever. The 
lower end of said lever is curved inwardly, so 
as to enter the notch 13 when the upright is 
in a straight position. Under the upper end 
portion of the lever 14 is an extensile coil 
spring 16 to impinge the under surface of the 
lever, and thereby normally hold the lower 
end of the lever in the notch 13. Attached 
to the upper end of each of the levers 14 is a 
cord 17, which passes through an eye 18 on 
the upright 11. Obviously when this cord is 
pulled the spring 16 will be compressed and 
the lever held out of the notch 13, thus per 
mitting the joint to fold. On the rear end 
portion of the rockers 10 the uprights 19 are 
located. They are also fixed to the rockers 
and are provided with joints at 20. 
A seat 21, which may be made of any suit 

able material, is pivoted to the uprights 11 
and 19. Above the seat are the arms 22, piv 
otally connected with the rear uprights by 
means of the plates 23, and hinged to the up 
per ends of the uprights 11 by means of the 
joints 24. Two rounds 25 are provided to 
connect the front uprights with each other, 
and similar rounds 26 connect the rear up 
rights with each other. For connecting the 
forward and rear uprights with each other 
I have provided the rods 27, having the eyes 
28 at their ends, which eyes encircle the rounds 
25 and 26, thus providing a pivotal connection 
there with. I also preferably connect the rear 
uprights together by means of the rods 29, 
which are screw-threaded in opposite direc 
tions on their inner ends, and a turnbuckle 
30 is provided to connect them, thus provid 
ing for drawing the rear uprights together 
and holding the parts of the chair firmly to 
gether. The cords 17 are extended rear 
wardly and downwardly and pass through an 
eye 31 on the upper one of the rounds 26, so 
that a person may by grasping the cord which 
projects through this eye 30 release both of 
the locking devices simultaneously, 
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I have provided means whereby the chair 
may be started to fold automatically when 
the locking devices are released as follows: 
Two contractile coil-springs 32 are provided, 
their ends being connected, respectively, with 
the seat 21 near its forward end and the up 
rights 11 near the central portion. Hence 
the resiliency of these springs will be exerted 
in a direction tending to fold the chair. 

In practical use in Fig. 1 of the drawings 
it is obvious that it may be used with perfect 
Safety as an ordinary rocking-chair and that 
no matter in which position it is placed it can 
not fold. However, when it is desired to fold 
the rocker so that it may be easily carried in 
a person's hand the operator grasps the ends 
of the cords 17 and by pulling upon them re 
leases the locking device, and when they are 
released the springs 32 will cause the chair 
to fold and assume the position shown in Fig. 
2, and after the parts are in this position the 
said springs will tend to hold them in place. 
The chair may again be set up by the oper 
ator grasping the seat and the back and forc 
ing them apart until the levers 14 enter the 
notches 13, whereupon the chair is locked firmly in position. 
By means of my peculiar construction of 

locking-hinge for folding rocking-chairs it is 
obvious that when the notches in the hinged 
members come into a linement and the wide 
end of the lever drops into said notches any 
strain upon either of the hinge members will 
be borne wholly by the flat end of the lever 
in the notches, and this strain will not be 
transmitted to the fulcrum-point of the lock 
ing-lever. Hence a strong and durable device 
is provided for this purpose. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States therefor, is 

1. A locking-hinge for folding rocking 
chairs or the like, comprising a hinge mem 

ber consisting of a straight piece, a disk 
shaped projection on the end of the straight 
piece, having a notch formed therein, a mat 
ing hinge member, comprising a straight 
piece, one or more disk-shaped projections to 
overlap the side or sides of the aforesaid pro 
jection, each of said latter projections having 
a notch therein capable of being moved into 
alinement with the aforesaid notch, a pintle 
passed concentrically through the disk-shaped 
projection, a lever fulcrumed to the straight 
portion of one of the hinge members, and 
having a wide, downwardly-projecting end 
designed to enter the notches in each of the 
disk-shaped projections when said notches 
are in alinement, and a yielding pressure de 
vice to normally hold the lever in the notches, 
for the purposes stated. 

2. An improved folding rocking-chair com 
prising in combination two rockers 10, up 
rights 11 fixed thereto, joints 12 in said up 
rights having notches 13 therein, levers 14 
fulcrumed to the uprights and designed to 
enter said notches, springs 16 for holding the 
levers in the notches, cords 17 whereby the 
levers may be drawn out of the notches, rear 
uprights 19 having hinged joints 20 therein, 
a seat 21 pivoted to the forward end uprights, 
arms 22 pivoted with forward and end up 
rights, rounds 25 connecting the forward up 
rights with each other, rounds 26 connecting 
the rear uprights with each other, rods 27 
pivotally connecting forward and rear rounds, 
and contractile springs 32 attached to the 
seat and to the forward uprights, all arranged 
and combined for operation substantially in 
the manner set forth and for the purposes 
stated. - 

JOSEPI W. CURRY. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK. A. FAIRBURN, 
REUBEN G. ORWIG. 
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