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This invention relates generally to amusement devices
or toys, and is especially concerned with a whirling toy.

It is one object of the present invention to provide a
whirling toy which is extremely simple in construction
and durable in use, and which is extremely well adapted
to absorb the attention of users of widely ranging ages
for long periods of time.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a ‘whirling .toy having a unique attraction for children,
which can be operated even by relatively young children
with only a modicum of skill, and which is capable of
operation in a wide variety of ways as the user acquires
increased skill.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide a whirling toy device which is extremely enter-
taining and amusing, 'while developing body coordination
and dexterity, as well as affording convenient exercise.

It is still a further object of the present invention to
provide a whirling toy device having the advantageous
characteristics mentioned in the preceding paragraphs
which is durable even under rough conditions of handling,
having no moving parts, and which is entirely safe for
children of all ages, and can be manufactured and sold at
a reasonable price.
 Other objects of the present invention will become
apparent upon reading the following specification and
referring to the accompanying drawings, which form a
material part of this disclosure,

The invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements
of parts, which will be exemplified in the construction
hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be
indicated by the appended claims.

In the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view illustrating a whirling
toy device constructed in accordance with the teachings
of the present invention; and

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view showing the
whirling toy of FIGURE 1 in operative condition of use.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the
toy device is there generally designated 10, and includes
an elongate main body 11, which may have the configu-
ration of a solid rod, as illustrated. The elongate body
may be formed of wood, metal or plastic, as desired,
and may be hollow or solid. Also, the elongate body is
not necessarily straight, although preferably so. In the
straight, illustrated form of the body 11, the cross sec-
tional configuration is constant throughout the body
length, between the opposite body ends 12 and 13, being
illustrated in the drawings as of circular cross sectional
configuration. Hence, in the illustrated embodiments, the
center of gravity of the rod or body 11 is substantially
at its midpoint longitudinally between the body ends.

Formed in the body 11 are a plurality of openings or
holes 14, which are located at longitudinally spaced
locations along the body. As best seen in FIGURE 2,
the holes or openings 14 are located on one side of the
medial region of the body, and extend oblique to the
longitudinal axis of the body. In particular, the holes 14
may extend into the body 11 in substantial parallelism
with each other, preferably located in a diametral plane
of the rod-like body, and extending obliquely to the
longitudinal axis of the body. While the oblique open-
ings or holes 14 are all illustrated as located between the
midpoint of the body, and the body end 13, it is under-
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2,
stood that similar holes or openings may also be located
between the midpoint of the body and the other body
end 12, if desired. Also, the number of holes 14 may
be greater or less, as desired.

A member or pin 15 has one end inserted into a selected
one of the holes 14, being frictionally engaged therein,
and has its other end projecting externally, transversely
from the rod or body. Thus, the pin 15 extends laterally
or transversely from the rod 11, oblique to the longi-
tudinal extent of the body, in the general direction to-
ward the midpoint of the body, and away from the ad-
jacent body end 13. The pin 15 may also be of circular
cross sectional configuration, being fabricated from rod
stock, but of a diameter considerably less than that of
the rod 11. As the pin 15 has its inner end only fric-
tionally retained ‘in the receiving hole 14, the pin may
be removed and frictionally engaged in any selected one
of the holes 14, for purposes appearing presently.

The pin 15 is of negligible or relatively small weight
compared to that of the body 11, and especially as the
pin 15 is located adjacent to the same body end 13 as
are the holes 14, it will be understood that the center
of gravity of the entire device 10, including both the rod
11 and pin 15, is substantially located at the longitudinal
midpoint of the rod.

The pin 15, by its oblique extension from the rod 11
combines with the latter to define therebetween a crotch
region or notch 16, which faces or opens toward the
center of gravity of the device 10, substantially medially
between the longitudinal ends of the body 11.

In use, the crotch 16 receives the extended finger 17
of an operator’s hand 18, the extended finger passing
transversely. across the rod 11. Upon an initial force
exerted to rotate the device 10 in the direction of the
arrow 19 about the extended finger 17, it will be ap-
preciated that centrifugal force of the device will retain
the pin 15 and adjacent portion of the rod in its finger
receiving relation, For example, in the position illus-
trated in FIGURE 2, centrifugal force would act left-
ward, so that the device 10 holds itself on the operator’s
finger 17. By slight oscillation of the finger 17, either
rotatably, linearly, or a combination thereof, the device
10 may be continued indefinitely in its rotating condition
about the finger 17 in the direction of the arrow 19.

In addition to the above described relatively simple use,
of the device, many tricks, feats of skill and endurance,
and visually appealing stunts may be performed as vari-
ations and modifications of such operation.

It will be noted in FIGURE 2 that the pin 15 is located
in the middle one of the holes 14, the latter being
three in number, merely for purposes of illustration. In
this condition, the centrifugal force which acts against
the operator’s extended finger 17 is considerably less
than would act against the operators finger if the pin
were in the outermost hole 14, as in FIGURE 1. This,
of course, is understood by the mathematical definition
of centrifugal force. As the difficulty of maintaining the
device 16 whirling is inversely proportional to the cen-
trifugal force acting, it will also be wunderstood that
greater speed dexterity and skill is required of the
operator in performmg the above described operations
with the pin 15 in hole 14 closer to the midpoint of the
rod 11. Hence, in this way, there may be standardized
requirements for competitive feats performed with the
instant device.

From the foregoing, it is seen that the present inven-
tion provides a whirling toy which fully accomplishes its
intended objects and is well adapted to meet practical
conditions of manufacture and use.

Although the present invention has been described in
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur-
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poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that
certain changes and modifications may be made within
the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended
claims.

What: is claimed is:

1. A whirling: toy comprising an elongate rod of: uni-
form. transverse cross section and: having its' center of
gravity at a medial point, and' a pin projecting trans-
versely from' said rod at.a location spaced: from.-the

medial point of said rod, said pin extending obliquely’

from said:rod in the general direction-toward said medial

point; whereby said pin combines with the adjacent: region -

of said rod to define a finger receiving:crotch for man-
ually whirling said rod; said’ rod being. formed at longi-

tudinally spaced locations with a plurality’ of openings.

extending oblique to said rod and spaced at different: dis-
tances from said medial. point, said pin being selectively
insertable into said openings for location at a selected
distance from said medial point.

2.-A.whirling toy comprising an elongate: member hav-
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ing its center of gravity at a point spaced inward from

its opposite ends, a. pin- projecting obliquely. from. said

elongate member to define an acute angle therewith
and located at a point spaced from said center of gravity,
and a plurality of independent securement means ar-
ranged at spaced locations longitudinally of said elongate
member for selectively securing said:pin to- said elongate
member in said-oblique relation at.a desired one of said
securement means:

3. A whirling toy according to claim 2, said secure-
ment means being:defined: by formations on:said elongate
member detachably interengageable -with: said pin::
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