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ti 
tary boot. . . . . . . . . 
"The object of the invention is 
durable and comfortable boot rom the dis 

ior military boots such as in 
fantry or marching boots, while at the same time 

able limits. . . . 

in the art from the descriptio 
the invention consists in the features and con bination of parts which will first be described in connection with the accompanying drawing 
and then particularly pointed out. 
In the drawing - . . . . . . . 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a bootint 

the left foot; 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line-2-2, Fi - 
Fig. 3 is a section taken through the long 

tudinal central axis of the fastener on the line 33-3, Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a detail view of the fastener before 5 being applied to the boot; 
Fig. 5 is a detail view showing the inside of the 

upper closed or tubular part of the boot leg; 
Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 1 of a modifica 

tion of the invention; and 
Fig. 7 shows a portion of the boot leg with the 

tongue 9 secured to both edges of the slit. . 
Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawing, it will be 

seen that the boot is partly slit, that is to say, 
arranged to be opened at one side, from a point 
a short distance below the instep (but not extend 
ing to the toe) to a point below the top of the 
boot, the top being entirely closed. The front 
side portion and the rear side portion are arranged 
to lap past each other to close the slit and can 
be drawn to the closed position and held by a 
particular form of closure device comprising two 
series of fasteners and a single lace having its 
bottom end fastened to the bottom of the front 
side portion and arranged to run zig-zag through 
the respective fasteners as shown in Fig. 1. One 
series of fasteners is secured to the front side 
portion and the other series to the rear side 
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portion of the boot. The upper portion of the 
lace is passed through a hole in the leather to the 
inside of the top of the boot, and is retained by 
a retaining device, which may consist of a strap 
sewed to the inside of the boot beneath which 
the lace passes. The lace has a free longitudinal 
movement when moved to the center of the strap, 
or if pulled to one end of the strap will be held 
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be withdrawn from beneath the strap, it maybe 
provided with a stop device at the free end. This 
may be a button as indicated at 6. 
The fasteners are of two kinds, namely an open 

type 2 and a closed type, f2. The open type 
of fastener has a hook beneath which the lacing 
asses and from which it may be released, while 
he closed type of fastener has an eyelet through 
which the lace passes and in which it will beheid 

inst removal while free to move longitudinally. 
Each of the fasteners comprises a plate or strip 

having a hole through which a rivet may be 
passed to secure the plate to the boot, the plate 
having an upturned and bent over portion, which 
in the fastener of the open type, f2, is bent into 
the form of a hook, and in the closed type, 2, is 
bent into the shape of an arc to form an eyelet. 
Each fastener is held to the leather of the boot 
by a rivet, most advantageously of the shoe or 
leather rivet type, each having a tubular female 
member provided with a head at its outer end, 
and an inner male member arranged to be in 
serted into the tubular member and swaged to 
prevent Withdrawal, the male member having a 
head bearing against the inside of the lining. The 
rivet holds the fastener to the leather and lining. 
At the top of the series of fasteners secured to 

the rear side portion of the boot there is a special : 
fastener in the nature of a stud, or so-called 
pinch, T, having a relatively large head, this 
stud being secured to the rear portion of the side 
of the boot. The lace after being pulled tight may 
be Wrapped around this stud beneath its head, to 
firmly Secure the lace. 

In practice, a few of the fasteners, near the 
lower end of each Series, are of the closed, or eye 
let, type, f2, the others are of the open, or hook, 
type, 2, and the length of the lace, 3, is such 
that, when undone from the stud fastener, or 
pinch 7, it will furnish enough slack to allow it 
to be released from the hook fasteners, thus 
permitting the eyelet fasteners on the front side 
portion to be dra Win a Way from the eyelet fast 
eners on the rear Side portion of the boot, where 
by the opening in the boot Will allow the front 
and rear side portions of the boot to spread so as 
to allow the foot of the wearer to pass down 
easily into the foot portion of the boot. Then by 
pulling the lacing through the eyelet fasteners to 
draw the rear side portion and the front side por 
tions to their closed position, it may then be 
passed over the hooks of the hook fasteners and 

to insure that the lace will not 

s 

5 

20 

35 

40 

45 

50 

be wrapped tightly around the stud fastener, or 55 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

2 
pinch, thus firmly securing the overlapping Side 
portions in closed position. Then by pulling up 
on the top end of the lace and SWinging it toward 
one end of the strap, the slack of the fastener is 
drawn to the top inside the boot and there held 
by friction under the strap. 
The boot is also provided with loops by which 

it may be pulled on to the feet, as indicated at 8. 
The top of the boot is a closed annular por 

tion, or tube, 4, of considerable depth. For 
example, in the semi-high boot it is about one 
fifth the height of the complete boot but may be 
higher if desired. It is intended to fit Snugly, 
but not too tightly to the calf of the leg of the 
wearer, and in any case to be large enough to 
allow the foot of the Wearer to paSS through it. 
easily. 
To put the boot on, the lace is pulled down 

Ward at the upper end until the button, 6, is 
stopped by the strap, 5. Then the lace, 3 is 
unwound from the stud or pinch, f, which al 
lows enough slack to permit the lace to be un 
hooked from the hook fasteners, 2... This loos 
ens the lace so .that it may slide easily through 
the eyelets in the eyelet fasteners, 2', and allow 
those on the front side portion to separate from 
those on the rear. Side portion, leaving the boot 
free to bulge at the slit. 
At this stage the boot is ready to be put On. 

The foot of the wearer may be slipped through 
the tubular top and as it reaches the slit portion 
of the leg of the boot, the latter will spread 
open to give plenty of room for the foot to paSS 
down to its position in the foot of the boot. 
When the foot of the wearer is in place, it is only 
necessary, to pull on the lace to draw, together 
the rear and front side portions where the eye 
let hooks are arranged. The lace is then hooked 
over the hook fasteners, drawn tight and Wound 
around the Stud, or pinch. The button, 6, on 
the upper end of the lace, 3, may be drawn up 
to take up the slack, and then pulled laterally to 
pinch the lace at one end of the strap Where it 
fits tightly against the inside of the boot top. 

It is obvious that the boot can be put on in a 

2,124,310 . . . 
very short time. In case of a Sudden emergency 
it is not even necessary to stop to run the lace 
around the hooks of the hook fastenerS, because 
the lace is held to the boot at both ends and can 
not drag on the ground. 
In the best embodiment of the invention, each 

hook fastener has its back curved inward trans 
versely to reinforce the hook, as shown in the 
drawing, and the point of the hook is curved up 
ward at the extreme end to make it easier to slip 
the lace into place beneath the hook. 

Furthermore, in order to make the boot sub 
stantially water-tight, a collapsible tongue, 9, 
(Fig. 7), inside the slit portion of the boot, may 
be provided, this tongue consisting of a strip of 
soft leather having its vertical edges Secured to 
the rear side portion and to the front Side por 
tion, the lower end of the tongue being secured 
to the toe portion whereby water cannot flow 
through the slit into the interior of the boot. 
The tongue is creased along, the vertical central 
line so, it may fold down flat on the inside of the 
boot. . . . . . . 

The boot may be made up from pieces of leath 
er in various forms. . . 
What is claimed is: , , 
A boot having an entirely closed annular top 

portion, one slit side formed by a front side por 
tion and a rear side portion arranged to overlap 
each other, said slit terminating at the lower edge 
of the said top portion where the upper portions 
of said front and rear side portions are secured, 
a series of fasteners secured to the rear side por 
tion, another series secured to the front side por 
tion, a Single laCe secured at its lower end to the 
boot and arranged to pass zig-zag over the re 
spective fasteners in the two series and through a 
hole in the lower part of the annular top to the 
inside of said top, a strap secured to the inside 
of the said annular top beneath which the upper 
portion of the lace passes, a button on the free 
end of the lace and a pinch fastener device. Se 
cured near the upper end of the slit around 
which the lace may be locked. 
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