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(54)  System,  control  circuit  and  method  for  electronic  correction  of  pen  misalignment  in  ink  jet 
printers 

(57)  An  ink-jet  printing  system  includes  a  print  head 
which,  due  to  mechanical  misalignment,  produces  im- 
ages  having  a  rotational  •d-Z  error  if  left  uncorrected.  The 
printing  system  has  an  error  correction  circuit  which 
causes  sets  of  nozzles  within  the  print  head  to  fire  at 
slightly  different  times.  The  result  of  this  is  a  printed  im- 

age  having  one  portion  offset  relative  to  another  portion. 
The  relative  offset  has  the  visual  effect  of  reducing  the 
-&-Z  error.  Several  techniques  for  achieving  the  time 
spaced  nozzle  firing  and  resultant  image  offset  are  de- 
scribed.  A  method  for  correcting  the  •d-Z  error  in  a  print- 
ed  image  is  also  described. 
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