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Slate Company, Easton, Pa., a corporation of 
Pennsylvania. 
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1. Claim. (CI. 206-60) 
The invention relates to improvements in pack 

ages for sheet material or material supplied in the 
form of slabs or other units having a flat rec 
tangular shape. 
The invention has for its objects the provision 

of such a package which is inexpensive, easy to 
handle and readily adaptable to packaging units 
of various sizes. - 
A further object of the invention is the pro-. 

vision of a package which will sufficiently protect 
the contents during shipment without adding 
greatly to the Weight or bulk. 
The invention may be understood from the 

following specification taken in connection with 
the drawing in which is described an embodiment 
of the invention. 
In the drawing, Fig. 1 is a perspective view of 

a stack of flat material, packed in accordance 
with the invention. Fig. 2 is a perspective of One 
of the caps used in forming the package. Fig. 3 
illustrates a step in forming the end of Said cap, 
and Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank from which 
the cap is made. Figs. 5, 6 and 7 illustrate a 
modification of the construction of the cap, Fig. 5 
showing one end of the modified cap, looking 
down into the interior thereof, Fig. 6 a section on 
the plane indicated by the lines 6-6 of Fig. 5, 
and Fig. 7 showing the blank from which the 
modified cap may be made. 
In Fig. 1, is shown a stack of material 10, as 

for example, slabs of roofing slate, sheets of 
cardboard or ply-wood. Opposite sides of the 
stack, formed by the longitudinal edges of the 
flat rectangular bodies, are enclosed in the caps 
12 which are adapted to fit Snugly on the stack 
and are constructed as hereinafter described. 
Surrounding the caps and the stack are Suitable 
binding elements 14, as for example, steel straps, 
which are applied in the usual manner and Se 
cured by the fastenings 15. 
The caps 12 are made from blanks of card 

board or other suitable material which are cut 
and scored as illustrated in Fig. 4. A blank of 
suitable size is first folded longitudinally along the 
lines 20 and 21, which forms a, bottom 22 and 
sides 23 and 24. The sides are then cut as shown 
at 29 and 30, which form the tabs 33 and 34. 
Similar cuts are made at both ends. The sides 
23 and 24 are folded perpendicularly to the bot 
tom 22 as illustrated in Fig. 3, the tabS 33 and 34. 
are folded into the position illustrated in Fig. 2 

60 

and secured by suitable means such as the Staples 
40. It will be noted that the tabs 33 and 34 are 
preferably of a size to cover a considerable area. 

– 55 of the sides 23 and 24, which gives the cap 12 a. 
double thickness near its ends which Serves the 
useful purpose hereinafter pointed out. 
The caps 12 so formed are placed on the edges 

of a stack of the material to be packaged and the 
binding straps are placed around the caps So as 
to be above the areas of the combined thickness 

of the sides and the end tabs. If the caps are 
made of fairly heavy fibrous material, for ex 
ample, cardboard of a thickness from one 
sixteenth to one-eighth of an inch, or more, the 
two layers of material will serve as a cushion 
between the contents of the package and the 
binding strap, which will at the same time pro 
tect the contents and provide a yielding Surface 
into which the binding strap can sink Slightly aS 
it is tightened, which will prevent its slipping. 
At the same time the stack of material is pro 
tected from injury by the binding straps. 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 show a modification of the end 
construction of the caps wherein an extra wing 50 
is provided at each end of the blank. These 
wings are folded along the lines 51 and 52 So as to 
cover the bottom of the cap at its ends when the 
blank is folded in the manner described in Con 
nection with Fig. 4, and a double thickness is 
therefore provided at the bottom and the tWO Sides 
of the cap, increasing the benefits derived from 
the structure shown in Fig. 2 by the additional 
cushioning and protection given by the WingS 50. 

It is apparent that various modifications may 
be made in the construction illustrated without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
A package for flat rectangular bodies of Sub 

stantially rigid sheet material, comprising a plu 
rality of such bodies Superimposed upon One an 
other to form a stack having opposite side Sur 
faces formed by the longitudinal edges of the 
superimposed bodies and opposite end Surfaces 
formed by the end edges of the superimposed 
bodies, and means for retaining said Superimposed 
bodies in such alined relation to form. Such pack 
age, said means comprising two protecting. Caps 
Snugly fitted over said opposite side Surfaces re 
spectively, each of said caps being formed from a 
single sheet of substantially heavy fibrous pack 
aging material having a central rectangular por 
tion covering such a side surface of Said Stack, 
folded side portions covering adjacent longitudi 
nal marginal portions of the upper and lower 
surfaces of said stack, and folded end portions 
covering adjacent portions of said opposite end 
surfaces of said stack, said folded end portions 
having folded side margins of appreciable area. 
engaging with the end portions of said folded side 
portions and folded end margins of appreciable 
area, engaging with the end portions of Said cen 
tral portion, and binding elements Surrounding 
said stack and caps applied with Such tension 
over the double layer of fibrous material formed 
by said engaging folded side margins and folded 
side portions and said folded end margins and 
central portion as to sink into the outer layer 
whereby their slippage is prevented. 
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