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of a cyinder 62 is supplied,as shown in FIG,6,which 
has longitudinally of it a pair of spaced half-circular 
grooves 64-64,1ocated so that when the block is placed 
On the upper Side of the Spaced paraleltubes 22—22 the 
grooveswilengagethetubesandprovide bearingsurfaces 
ior Supporting the block in a downwardly incined posi 
tionasshownin FIG.1,withits lowerend restingagainst 
the imperforate upper surface 26 of the heatingelement. 
While al ofthe Surface 26ispreferablyimperforate,itis 
essential_for the invention that only the portion of the 
surface 26 contacted bythe lowerend of the cylinder 62 
beimperforatesothatthemeltedadhesivewilfow down 
wardyalongsaid surface as described below Preferably 
the blocks of the adhesive are cast so that their 1engths 
are approximately the Same length as the tubes 22?22. 
As thuspositioned,when the heatingelementis energized 
by a call foradhesive determined bythe level of the float 
42 in the chamber 16,adhesive at the lower end of the 
block commencesto melt,as Shownin FIG,5,and to flow 
downwardly along the Surface of the heating element to 
the lower Side and drip of through the opening 36 into 
the chamber ?6.Asthe liquid adhesive fiows downward 
ly into the chamber ?6 the solid unmelted part of the 
block above gravitates downwardly on the Supporting 
tubes22?22,So that there is a constant progressive melt 
ing ofthe blockfromits lowerendas longasthe heating 
element is energized. As soon as the fioat indicates a 
Suficient amount of adhesive in the chamber 16 the 
heatingelementis shut of and melting terminates. 
As can readily be Seen byreference to FíG.1,the block 

of adhesive is Supported by the tubes22—22,Substantial 
1y,completely exposed toview,exceptforthe endengaged 
with the heatingelement,thusitis always visibly appar 
ent to the operator when the apparatus Should be replen 
ished by adding a new block of adhesive Moreover, 
since thetubes22—22are ofsubstantialythe samelength 
as the block,when a given blockis partialy used up,a 
new block may be placed on the Supporting tubes in 
tandem relation to the partially used block in readiness 
for melting, 
The use of apparatus of this kind formeltingadhesive 

has a number of advantages,the principal ones of which 
are that the adhesive is melted only as fast asitis used 
up,onlya Smallamount ofadhesive is melted atanygiven 
time,and thisis kept fairlywel protected from exposure 
to the atmosphere so that thereis not as much loss by 
reason ofoxidationand that because only a Smal amount 
on adhesive is melted the bulk ofit remains solid and is 
not exposed to deterioration. Other adyantages are that 
the apparatus is self-feeding without requiring springs, 
pressure devices and other similar means for advancingit 
as it is melted or clamps for holding it in place,which 
devices are always the Source of trouble,that the con 
Sumption of the adhesive is wholy visible to the operator 
So that the Supply can be replenished by adding another 
block before the current block is completely used up, 
hence avoiding interruption in the Supply available for 
use,and thatitis dificult to contaminate the meited ad 
hesive ordilute it withinferioradhesives, 

It should be understood that the present disclosure is 
for the purpose ofillustration only and that this inven 
tion includes all modifications and equivalents which fall 
withinthe scope of the appended claims. 

I claim; - - 

1·Apparatus for melting adhesive,comprising means 
mounting a Soid body of adhesive with its longitudinal 
axisinclined downwardly and withits lowerend engaged 
with an imperforate surface of a downwardlyinclined 
heating means,so that as the adhesive melts from the 
lower end of the body the latter gravitates toward the 
heating means,and the liquid adhesive flows to the low 
side ofthe heatingmeans and drips of anda holow con 
tainer situated below the heating means,said container 
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being closed except for a Smal opening disposed to re 
ceive the drip of liquidadhesive. 

2,Apparatus for melting adhesive,comprising means 
mounting a Solid body of adhesive for downward move 
ment alongits axis,heating means situated at the lower 
end of Said mounting means having an imperforate Sur 
face with which the body has contact,said heating means 
being inclined downwardly for continuously conducting 
adhesive melted from the lowerend ofthe body,topermit 
the body to grayitate as itis melted toward the heating 
means,anda container closed except forasmal opening 
Subjacent the lower Side of the heating means for receiv 
ing the iquid adhesive. - 
3,Apparatus formeltingadhesive,comprisinga pair of 

Spaced paralel rods inclined downwardly for supporting 
between them a Solid body ofadhesive,heating means ad 
jacent the lower ends of the rods,but Spaced therefrom, 
for meltingthe end ofthe body ofadhesive restingonthe 
rods withits lowerend bearingagainstthe heating means, 
Said heating means being downwardly inclined for con 
tinuously conducting iquid adhesive melted thereby 
1aterally from between the body and the heating means 
to the lowerside of the heatingmeans,and a heated con 
tainer closed except for a smal opening situated sub 
jacent the lowerside of the heating means for receiving 
the adhesive. - ? * - ·- × 

4·Apparatus for melting adhesive,comprising means 
*nounting a pair of Spaced paralel,holow tubes and a 
beatingeement with the lower end of the tube spaced 
from the heatingelement,saidtubes and heatingelement 
being adapted colectively to Support a solid body of ad 
hesive in an inclined position withits lowerend-engaged 
with the heatingelement for melting ofthe adhesive next 
to the heatingelement,and continuous drip of the latter 
from thelowerside ofthe heatingelement,said mounting 
means Containing a chamber and a Smal port situated 
directly below the lower side of the heatingelement to 
receive the drip of the adhesive from the lowerside of 
the heatingelement through which theliquidadhesive has 
acceSS to the chamber. * 

3. Apparatus.accordingto claim 1,wherein thereisa 
Switch for turning the heating element "on" and "of" 
and means in the container operable by the level of the 
iquid therein to efect operation of the switch. 
6,Apparatus according to claim 1,wherein thereisa 

Switch forturningthe heatingelement"on"and"of"and 
a ioatin the container operable by the level of the ad 
hesive therein to efect operation ofthe switch. - 

7,Apparatus accordingto claim 1,wherein thereisa 
thernostat situatedin the face ofthe heatingelementfor 
COntact With the adhesive resting against the heatingele 
ment for controling the temperature ofthe heatingele 
?nent,a Switch forturning the heatingelement"on"and 
"of°and a foatin the containerfor efecting operation 
of the Switch. 

8,Apparatus for Supplyingadhesive to an appicator 
90nprising a heated reservior for receiving meied ad 
hesive in Such quantity as to meet the demand during 
any One appication,a nozzle connected to the reservoir 
to Which adhesiveisdeliveredandfrom whichadhesiveis 
delivered by application of pressure to the reServoir, 
Ineans for Supporting a solid stick of adhesive externaly 
of the reservoir for melting of adhesive from an ená 
thereof a receptacle positioned to receive and store the 
meled adhesive and from which the melted adhesive 
*ayiow tothereservoir,Saidreceptacle havinganopen 
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ing through which adhesive is adapted to flow asitis 
*eltedfromthe stick,andmeansformeltingtheadhesive 
from the stick at a rate controled bythe level of the 
adhesivein the receptacle. 
9,Apparatus for supplyingadhesive through andzzle 

for appication ofwork comprisinga container havingfill 
and discharge chambers, for holdinga body of meltedad 
hesivewith suficient quantitytomeetthe demandforany 




