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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MIIILNER VAN PEILT, OF SABINA, OHIO. 

WAGON. 

1,014,540. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 9, 1912. 
Application filed August 10, 1910. Serial No. 576,602. 

To all nohom, it may concerºn : 
Be it known that I, MILNER VAN PELT, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Sabina, in the county of Clinton 
and State of Ohio, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Wagons, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to Wagons, and has 

for an object to provide one which may be 
converted into various forms for farm pur 
poses to be used especially for the transpor 
tation of cattle, straw or the like or to be 
used as an ordinary farm Wagon for va 
rious farming purposes, the object of the 
invention being to provide an improved 
form of bed consisting of relatively mov 
able side members which may be operated 
and adjusted as the occasion may demand. 
A still further object of the invention 

resides in the provision of a novel form of 
bracket which connects the relatively mov 
able side-boards of the bed with each other, 
the said bracket being of a construction, to 
permit one of the side-boards On each side 
of the wagon to be moved to a horizontal 
position to extend outwardly and to Serve 
as a running board When a rack is Sup 
ported by the bed. 

In the drawings, forming a portion of 
this specification and in which like numerals 
of reference indicate similar parts in the 
several views: Figure 1 is a detail perspec 
tive view of the wagon showing the upper 
side-boards of the bed adjusted to positions 
to permit the attachment to the bed of the 
standards. Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 
1 showing a rack supported by the bed. 
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of a por 
tion of the wagon showing the side-boards 
rigidly connected with each other and dis 
posed one directly above the other. Fig. 4 is 
a detail perspective view of the bracket show 
ing the same in a position to Support the 
side-boards of the bed at right angles to 
each other. Fig. 5 is a similar view show 
ing the side-board-engaging members of 
the bracket adjusted to their vertical posi 
tions. 
The invention consists in providing a bed 

1 which is mounted on any well known Suit 
able form of running gear such as that illus 
trated at 2. The lower side-boards 3 of the 
bed are secured to the bottom or platform 
4 and at right angles to the end boards 5. 
The end boards may be of any well known 
construction which may be found most 

suitable for the purpose intended. The 
uppermost end boards are provided with 
eyes 6 with which the fastening devices e 7 
on the movable side-boards 8 are removably 
engaged. Brackets 9 connect the side 
boards 3 and 8 at each side of the wagon 
with each other. Each bracket consists of 
a lower substantially inverted L-member 10 
and an upper substantially identical mem 
ber 11. The member 10 is provided with a 
long arm 12 and a short arm 13 which lat 
ter is pivoted at its extremity to the ex 
tremity of the short arm 14 of the member 
11. The long arm, 15 of the member 11 has 
an opening 16 formed therein through 
which the curved end portions 17 of the 
brace 18 extend. The lower end of this 
brace straddles the arm 12 of the member 
10 and its curved portion 19 is movably 
mounted in the vertical slot 20. The mem 
ber 10 of the bracket is secured to the lower 
side-boards by bolts or their equivalent fas 
tening devices 21. The member 11 of the 
bracket is secured in a similar manner to 
the movable side - boards 8. The middle 
portions of the brace rods are bowed out 
wardly to frictionally bind on the outer 
flanges of the short arms 13 and 14, the 
outer ends of which are beveled to permit 
said bowed brace rods to readily slide on 
said fanges. In this Way the brace rods 
serve to frictionally bind the short arms 13 
and 14 so as to hold the long arms 12 and 
15 in vertical positions. 
From the construction of the bed de 

scribed it will be seen that when set up as 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, it will be 
of a rectangular configuration and of a de 
sign to permit it to be used as an ordinary 
truck wagon in the transportation of hay 
or the like. The fastening devices 7 of 
the upper side-boards are released from the 
uppermost end boards of the bed to permit 
the Said uppermost side boards to be moved 
to positions at right angles to the lower or 
fixed side boards. Incident to the provi 
sion of the short arms 13 and 14 on the 
members 10 and 11 of the bracket a longi 
tudinal space will be formed between the 
boards at each side of the wagon when the 
upper boards have been adjusted to the 
just above described positions. 
Strap or socket members 21" are secured 

to the lower fixed side-boards of the bed and 
they are designed to receive the lower ends 
of the standards 22 shown in Fig. 1 of the 
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drawings. When the standards have been 
applied it will be readily understood that 
the wagon may be used in an efficient man 
ner in the transportation of hay or the like. 
The side-boards 8 when folded to the posi 
tions shown in Fig. 1 may be utilized as a 

| 0 

seat or as rumining boards on which the 
driver of-the wagon may walk, thus permit 
ting - him to strap the load to the bed or to 
make other required adjustments. 

In lieu of the standards 22 the standards 
23 of the cattle rack 24 may be associated 
with the bed and operatively inserted in the 
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strap or socket members 21". By construct 
ing the members 10 and 11 of the bracket so 
that longitudinal spaces are formed at the 
sides of the bed between the side-boards after 
Such boards have been moved to occupy po 
sitions at right angles to each other, I not. 
only accommodate the reception of the here 
inbefore described standards but I accom 
modate the reception of the brake-control 
ling lever 25. This lever extends upwardly 
at one side of the bed and it is detachably 
connected by means of the coupling 26 to the 
controlling element 27 of the brake. When 
the brackets are adjusted to the positions 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, their long 
arms will lie vertically and thekrc: É8 Will 
be moved so that the curved portion 19 
thereof is uppermost in the slot 20. When 
the bracket is folded to the position shown 
in Fig. 4, the curved portion 19 of the brace 
will be lowermost in the slot 20 and further 
movement of the brace will be stopped. 
Through the engagements of the lower por 
tion of the brace 18 with the lowermost wall 
of the slot 20 an efficient and extremely du 
rable construction is provided and the mov 
able side-boards 8 can be held at right angles 
to the lower fixed side-boards 3 with consid 
erable rigidity. 
The construction of the bed described and 

shown o herein is extremely simple and 
through its use the wagon can be conven 
iently and quickly converted from one form 
to another as the occasion may demand. 

I claim : 
1. A wagon comprising a box having fixed 

lower longitudinally extending sideboards, 
movable i upper longitudinally extending 
sideboards, a bracket connecting the side 
boards with each other and compris 
ing relatively movable upper and lower sub 
stantially identically constructed members 
each having a short arm and a long arm, the 
long arm of each member being secured to 
its sideboard and the short arms being pivot 
ed at their outer extremities with each other, 
the long arm of the lower bracket member 
having a longitudinal slot therein, and a 

brace pivoted to the long arm of the upper 
bracket member and movably connected in 
the slot in the long arm of the lower mem 
ber of the bracket, said brace having its 
sides bowed outwardly to bind the short 
arms together, whereby the upper long arm 
is held in a vertical position. 

2. A wagon comprising a box having fixed 
lower longitudinally extending sideboards 
and angularly adjustable longitudinally ex 
tending upper sideboards, a bracket connect 
ing the said upper and lower sideboards with 
each other and comprising a member hav 
ing a long arm fixed to the lower sideboards 
and a short arm at the upper extremity of 
the long armand extending outwardly from 
the sideboards, a member secured to the up 
per sideboards and including a short arm 
pivoted to the short arm of the first named 
member so as to hold the longitudinal Suur 
faces of the sideboards entirely closed 
against each other when the upper side 
boards are in a vertical position and to hold 
the said upper sideboards spaced laterally 
from the lower sideboards when the upper 
sideboards are in their horizontal positions, 
and means connecting both members of the 
bracket with each other for holding the up 
per sideboards in their horizontally adjust 
ed positions and arranged to frictionally 
bind on the short arms when the upper long 
arm is in a vertical position. 

3. A wagon comprising a box having lon 
gitudinally extending fixed lower sideboards 
and longitudinally extending angularly ad 
justable upper sideboards, a bracket con 
necting the sideboards with each other and 
comprising members each having a long 
arm fixed to the sideboards and a short arm, 
the short arms being pivotally connected 
with each other and being extended out 
wardly away from the sideboards when the 
upper sideboards are in a, vertical position 
and operating to hold the sideboards with 
their Iongitudinal edges closed againsteach 
other and to hold the sideboards spaced lat 
erally when the upper sideboards are in their 
horizontal positions, means connecting the 
members of the bracket with each other and 
operating to hold the upper sideboards in 
their horizontal positions and arranged to 
frictionally bind on the short arms to hold 
the upper long arm in a vertical position, 
and means for holding the upper sideboards 
in vertical positions. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

MILNER VAN PELT. 
Witnesses: 

T. E. Moo?, 
H. L. LITTLETON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.” v 
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