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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FREDERICK B. LOUCKS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

DEVICE FOR LOCATING AND RAISING SUNKEN VESSELS.

1,059,548.

To all whom it may concern.:

~ Be it known that I, Frepericx B. Loucxs,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the city of Chicago, county of Cook,
and State of lllinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Devices
for Locating and Raising Sunken Vessels,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for locating and raising sunken ves-
sels and has for its object the provision of
a device of this character which shall be of
simple construction and efficient in opera-
tion.

The device consists in the combination
and arrangements of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

My invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawing
which is an elevation partially in section
illustrating a device embodying my inven-
tion in operative position for locating and
raising a sunken vessel.

The preferred form of construction as
illustrated in the drawing comprises two
cylindrical casings 1 secured to the upper
deck of a vessel 2 as shown. A securing
member 3 is bolted to the keelson of the
vessel and projects upwardly into the bot-
tom portion of each of the casings 1, the
said securing member being provided with
a securing eye 4 at its upper end. A heavy
cable 5 has one end connected to the cor-
responding eye 4 by means of a swivel con-
nection 6, the said heavy cable being coiled
in the corresponding casing as indicated.
The other end of cable 5 has a double swivel
connection 7 with one end of a lighter cable
8 as indicated. Cable 8 is normally coiled
in the corresponding casing above the cor-
responding heavy cable and its other end is
connected by means of a swivel connection
9 with the bottom of a float 10 as indicated.
The upper edge of each of the casings 1
is provided with a supporting and sealing
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lip 11 and each of the floats 10 is provided
with an annular supporting and sealing re-
cess 12 adapted to receive said lip.

In use the cables 5 and 8 are coiled in the
corresponding casing 1 and the correspond-
ing float seated on said casing with the lip
11 resting in recess 12 thus forming a water-
proof sealing for the exclusion of water
from said casing.

In case the vessel should sink the floats
10 will readily rise from the casings 1 and
ride upon the surface of the water being
held to said ship by means of the lighter
cables 8. Upon discovery of floats 10 the
lighter cables 8 may be employed for rais-
ing the heavy cables 5 by means of which
the vessel itself may be raised to the surface
of the water. ‘

Having described my invention what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: '

The combination with a vessel, of a cas-
ing secured to the deck thereof; a float hav-
ing a larger part resting on the top of said
casing and a smaller part extending into
and fitting the bore of said casing and form-
ing a liquid tight joint between the top por-
tion of said casing and such float; a swivel
secured to the lower end of such float; a
small cable having one end secured to the
end of said swivel; a second swivel secured
to the othér end of said small cable; a sec-
ond and larger cable having one end secured
to said second swivel; a third swivel secured
to the other end of said larger cable; and a
member rigidly secured to. the frame of the
vessel and secured to said third swivel, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FREDERICK B. LOUCKS.

Witnesses:

Heren F. Lirvis,
Josaua R. H. Porzs.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.” '

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

85




