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To all thon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. MoRSE, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of the city of Attleboro, in the county of 
Bristol and State of Massachusetts, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Belt-Buckles, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. . . . . 
This invention relates to belt buckles of 

the class adapted to automatically grip and 
bind a belt in adjusted position about the 
body of the wearer; and the object of this inyention is to provide a simple and practi 
cal buckle of this character of minimum 
cost and of the maximum strength. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, as will be more fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claim. 

in the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1- is an edge view illustrating 

my improved buckle in section and in posi 
tion on a belt. 

Fig. 2- is a perspective view showing 
the under side of my improved buckle. 

Fig. 3- is a sectional end elevation on 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4- is the same section through the 
body of the buckle as that shown in Fig. 3, 
but illustrating the cross bar and bail in 
position therein. 

Fig. 5- is a central longitudinal section 
through the binding roll, showing the en 
larging end caps on the heads of the trun 
nions. - 

Fig. 6- is a detail in cross section show 
ing one of the enlarged head caps. 

Fig. 7- is a sectional elevation on line 
7-7 of Fig. 1. - Referring to the drawing, 10 designates 
the body of a buckle, which is usually 
formed of either Solid precious metal or of 
plated stock, and is provided with two side 
walls 11 bent back at substantially right an 
gles to the plane of the front plate. Each 
of these side walls is provided with an in 
clined slot 12, the outer ends of which are 
slightly enlarged as at 13 to receive the 
head portions of the roll, presently de 
scribed. 
The binding roll or member 14 is pro 

vided with reduced trunnion portions 15 
which are adapted to fit and slide in the 

slots 12. These trunnion portions are pref 
erably formed integral with the roll and 
their end portions are preferably slightly 
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enlarged as at 16 forming heads thereon 
which are of a size to pass through the en 
larged openings 13 in the ends of the in 
clined slots 12 in assembling the parts. 
After this roll has been positioned in these 

slots by passing the heads through the en 
larged portions thereof, I swage or force a 
cap 17 onto each of these heads, which caps 
are usually made from a thin sheet of pre 
cious metal thereby performing two func 
tions; first, to enlarge the heads 16 so that 
they cannot again be removed through the 
openings 13; and second, to cover the base 
metal 16 of this roll with a precious metal, 
thereby leaving only the precious metal sur 
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face exposed when the buckle is in position. 
Adjacent the opposite ends of the body 

portion of this buckle I provide indenta 
tions or sockets 18 by forcing the inner sur 
face of the side walls 11 outwardly and in 
Serting the opposite ends of a cross bar 19 
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into these sockets - 18 thereby providing effi 
cient means of fastening the cross-bar to the 
walls of the buckle; and also by this means 
of forcing the stock outwardly I have com 
pletely covered the ends of this cross bar, 
which is usually formed of base metal, with 
the precious metal of which the body is 
formed. 
A bail member 20 of suitable form is pro 

vided with its ends 21 pierced to receive the 
crossbar on which it is pivotally mounted. 

It is found in practice that when the ends 
of the bail are turned outwardly into the 
Socket members, the tendency is for its ends 
to spring inwardly out of the sockets, which 
tendency is entirely removed when the bail 
is pivoted on the cross-bar thereby provid 
ing a structure, which will withstand the 
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maximum amount of strain. In addition to 
these advantages this cross bar also serves 
as a guide for the entering end 22 of the 
belt 23. 
My improved buckle is very practical and 

inexpensive, strong and durable in construc 
tion, and efficient in its operation. 
The foregoing description is directed 

solely toward the construction illustrated, 
but I desire it to be understood that I re 
serve the privilege of resorting to all the 
mechanical changes to which the device is 
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susceptible, the invention being defined and 
limited only by the terms of the appended 
claim. 
I claim: 
A belt-buckle comprising a body having 

side walls provided with inclined slots each 
having a portion slightly enlarged above its 
working size, a belt-gripping roll having 
reduced integral bearing portions slidable 
in said slots, a slightly enlarged integral 
head portion on each of said bearing ends 
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adapted to enter through the said enlarged 
portions of said slots, caps of a different 
quality of stock covering said heads and in 
creasing their diameter above that of the en 
larged portions of said slots, and a belt 
gripping bail connected to said side walls 
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adjacent the opposite end of the buckle 
body. 

WILLIAM J. MORSE. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 20 


