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- Continued from Box No. IHl: Observations where unity of Invantion is lacking-"""-

The inventions listed as Groups |-l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or comresponding special technical featuras for the following reasons: the special technical features of Group |
include preparing an ent-progasterona comprising the step of reacting a dicyclopentanaphthalene with a ruthenium catalyst and an
oxdizing agant to prepars ent-progesterona, which are not present in Group II; the special technical features of Group |l include
preparing an ent-progesterona comprising the step of reacting a pertynal (formuta A) with metal bromide 1o produce S5-bromopent-2-yne,
whaerein LG represents a lsaving group, reacting a compound of formula D with diisobutytaluminum hydride to form a compound of
formula E; and reacting a compound of formula K {a dioxaspirononane compound) with a compound of formula M to form a compound of
formula N, which are not present in Group §.

The commen tachnical features of Groups I-11 are a method for preparing ent-progesterone.

Thesa common technical features are disclosed by the article "Tha enantiomer of progesterone {ent-progesterona) is a competitive
inhibiter of human cytochromes P450c17 and P450c21' by Auchus, et al. (hersinafter ' Auchus’). Auchus dlscloses a method for
preparing ent-progestarone (to proba the active site topologies of thesa related enzymes, we synthesized the enantiomer of
progesterone and determined if ent-progesterons is a substrate or inhibitor of CYP17 and CYP21; abstract).

Since the comman technical features are previously disdesed by Auchus, these common features are not spedial and so Groups -1 lack
unity. :

Form PCT/ISA/210 (cxtra sheet) (huly 2009)
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