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(57) ABSTRACT 

Communication packets having a same channel identifier, 
which are exchanged between a pair of Bluetooth devices 
within a Bluetooth network are passed to a lower level layer 
through a connection handle in which their requested quality 
of service. In the lower level layer, the communication 
packets are distributed to buffers, each of which corresponds 
to each type of quality of service set in the connection 
handle. Alternatively, a service identifier corresponding to 
the quality of Service is given to the communication packets 
in the lower level layer, and the packets are distributed to a 
suitable buffer based on the service identifier. 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR COMMUNICATING 
PACKETS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001) 1. Field of the Invention 
0002 The present invention relates to a communication 
method over a BluetoothTM network, and more particularly 
to a Bluetooth network communication method for imple 
menting radio communication in accordance with a quality 
required for different kinds of communication services. 
0003 2. Description of the Related Art 
0004 Bluetooth is a standard wireless technology for 
connecting digital devices such as mobile telephones, 
mobile computers and digital, electric home appliances in a 
radio manner in order to exchange data including images 
and voices. The area available for the connection through the 
Bluetooth is the order of 10 meters radius, which is less than 
the connection distance of the conventional radio LAN. 
However, it can be achieved with a lower cost and an easier 
configuration. Further, since its low power consumption 
leads expectations to be used as a communication medium 
between digital devices within a local area network. 
0005. In a Bluetooth network, one or a plurality of 
Bluetooth devices, each of which is called “slave', are 
connected in the radio manner to one Bluetooth device 
called “master. Here, each of the Bluetooth devices 
includes a radio interface compliant with the Bluetooth 
Standard. Each slave can perform different kinds of radio 
communications with the master. 

0006 For example, in an example shown in FIG. 1, a 
personal computer (PC) (called master 1 hereinafter) com 
pliant with the Bluetooth Standard is used as a master, to 
which multiple devices are connected in the radio manner. A 
headset 2, which is one of the slaves, performs voice 
communication through Synchronous Connection-Oriented 
(SCO) that is a form of connection suitable for voice 
transmission in real time. On the other hand, a mouse 3. 
which is a PC peripheral device, also has a Bluetooth 
interface and transmits sequential signals to the master 1 in 
the radio manner in asynchronous with clock signals. The 
communication in this case is performed in a form of 
connection called Asynchronous Connection-less (ACL). 
Further, a viewer 4 transmits image data to the master 1 in 
the radio manner. 

0007 FIG. 15 shows a protocol layer configuration in a 
conventional Bluetooth network. In a lowest RF (radio) 
layer 101, regulations required for antenna control and/or 
radio transmission are defined. A baseband 102 is a physical 
layer and handles regulations for managing physical chan 
nels and links. Further, the configuration includes an a 
Logical Link Control Adaptation Protocol (L2CAP) 103 via 
a Host Controller Interface (HCI). 
0008. The L2CAP layer 103 further regulates ACL data 
services to protocols in upper layers and sets a logical 
channel for each service. As Quality of Service (QoS) 
options, QoS parameters including the token rate, token 
packet size, peak bandwidth, latency and delay variation can 
be defined for each logical channel. Further, a primitive 
called HCI QoS Setup is prepared for the HCI, and the 
same QoS parameters as the above can be defined for each 
connection handle. 
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0009. According to the conventional system shown in 
FIG. 15, a channel is set in accordance with a given type of 
quality of service in the L2CAP level. However, one con 
nection handle for the ACL link is used by the protocol in the 
L2CAP layer 103 for one Bluetooth interface. More pre 
cisely, there is only one connection handle for the ACL link 
for the Bluetooth interface for a pair of a sender and a 
receiver (for example, one slave and one master shown in 
FIG. 2). 
0010. The connection handle is like an identifier for 
identifying a connection link. In the example in FIG. 15, 
only one connection handle A is commonly used for all of 
communication services requiring data when the pair of the 
slave and the master exchanges asynchronous signals via the 
ACL link. 

0011. Therefore, logical channels specified in the upper 
L2CAP layer 103 for a plurality of types of communication 
services (that is, for respective QoS), respectively, per 
formed between one slave and the master are bundled in the 
single connection handle A in the lower baseband layer 102. 
Thus, processing corresponding to the communication qual 
ity required by each logical channel cannot be performed. 
0012 Furthermore, there is a single buffer 104a only, 
corresponding to one ACL link, in order to accommodate 
packets via (or utilizing) the ACL link. Thus, even when 
different communication quality is required by the upper 
level layer, the same quality of communication service is 
provided to all packets via (or utilizing) the ACL link. 
0013 For example, when a viewer shown in FIG. 2 
requires two services of video transmission and keyboard 
operation (or mouse operation) via the ACL link, commu 
nication services, one of which handles the continuity of 
images and the other of which achieves faster responses, are 
required for the video transmission and the keyboard opera 
tion, respectively. In the L2CAP logical channels corre 
sponding to these two services are defined, and channel ID's 
are given, respectively. However, the communication pro 
cessing is performed through the same quality of services as 
a result. Thus, the video requiring the continuity may be 
played intermittently, or, conversely, a command operation 
requiring a quick response may be delayed. 
0014. In this way, in the conventional Bluetooth network 
communication, communication reflecting the QoS param 
eter for each logical channel is not performed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

00.15 Accordingly, in order to overcome the above-de 
scribed problem in the conventional Bluetooth network, it is 
an object of the present invention to provide a system and a 
method for achieving communication which meets every 
required quality when data communications co-exist which 
require a plurality of different kinds of quality between a pair 
of Bluetooth devices. 

0016. In order to achieve the above-described object, the 
present invention is intended to apply to a Bluetooth net 
work including a plurality of Bluetooth devices having a 
radio interface compliant with the Bluetooth Standard. Par 
ticularly, when different types of quality of communication 
service are attempted between a pair of Bluetooth devices at 
the same time, the present invention allows communication 
processing in accordance with respective types of quality to 
be performed. 
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0017. In such a Bluetooth network, each radio interface 
compliant with the Bluetooth Standard specifies a plurality 
of buffers in accordance with a plurality of different types of 
service quality required by communication packets 
exchanged between a pair of Bluetooth devices. Then, when 
the communication packets require communication control 
in accordance with service quality, the required service 
quality is specified. The communication packets are distrib 
uted to corresponding buffers, respectively. Thus, the service 
quality having identified in an upper level (for example, 
L2CAP layer) keeps the identity in lower levels, which 
allows processing of communication data transmitted by 
each Bluetooth device in a form best suitable for the 
communication service quality required by the device. 
0018 More specifically, according to one aspect of the 
present invention, there is provided a method where, in a 
Bluetooth network including multiple Bluetooth devices 
with a radio interface based on the Bluetooth Standard, N 
buffers are set. Here, N is a number corresponding to a 
number of types of quality of service requested by a com 
munication packet exchanged with the other narrow-band 
radio communication device, that is the other communicat 
ing party. The quality of service requested by the commu 
nication packet is set in an upper level layer, Such as an 
application layer and an L2CAP layer, in the Bluetooth 
protocol layer. When set in the L2CAP layer, the quality of 
service is written by using the L2CAP QoS option or 
HCL QoS Setup in order to specify the quality of service 
(QoS). 
0019. Next, a logical channel is set sequentially in the 
communication packet. Here, information indicating the 
quality of service requested by the communication packet 
using the logical channel is set in the logical channel. 
0020 Next, one connection handle (connection identi 
fier) is given to the logical channel used by the communi 
cation packet through a control interface to a lower level 
layer (baseband layer). Then, set the information indicating 
the quality of service preset in the corresponding logical 
channel in the connection handle. 

0021 Finally, the communication packet passed to the 
lower level layer through the connection handle is distrib 
uted to a corresponding buffer among the N buffers based on 
the connection handle and the information indicating the 
quality of service set in the connection identifier. 
0022. According to this aspect, the communication 
packet with one logical channel and one connection identi 
fier corresponding the logical channel is transmitted to the 
lower level layer in accordance with the requested service. 
Then, it is determined whether or not there is a request for 
control over the quality of service. If so, a service identifier 
corresponding to the service class is given to the commu 
nication packet. The communication packet is distributed to 
the corresponding buffer in accordance with the service 
identifier. 

0023. According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a method where, in a Bluetooth 
network including multiple Bluetooth devices with a radio 
interface based on the Bluetooth Standard, N buffers are set. 
Here, N is a number corresponding to a number of types of 
quality of service requested by a communication packet 
exchanged with the other narrow-band radio communication 
device, that is the other communicating party. 
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0024. Next, one connection handle (connection identi 
fier) is set in, for each quality of service requested by the 
communication packet, the logical channel used by the 
communication packet. In this case, the quality of service 
requested by a series of communication packets having the 
same channel identifier (CID) is specified to the communi 
cation packet exchanged over the Bluetooth network in the 
upper level layer (such as L2CAP layer) in the Bluetooth 
hierarchy structure. The quality of service is specified by 
specifying a parameter of a service requested by a series of 
L2CAP packets having the same channel identifier in the 
QoS option of the L2CAP packet in accordance with an 
instruction from an application, for example. Through the 
interface from the upper level to the lower level in the 
Bluetooth protocol layer hierarchy, the same connection 
handle (connection identifier) is given to each communica 
tion packet (L2CAP packet) having the same QoS parameter 
in one to one correspondence regardless of the value of the 
channel identifier for the packet. 
0025 Next, the connection handle of the communication 
packet passed to the lower level layer is associated with one 
of the N buffers based on the types of quality of service. 
0026. Finally, the communication packet is distributed to 
the corresponding buffer based on the type of quality of 
service and the connection handle. 

0027 According to both of the above-described methods, 
the quality of service requested by the communication 
packet corresponds to the buffer in which the communica 
tion packet is stored, and the processing suitable for the type 
of the quality of service is performed ultimately. 
0028. According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a method where a service class 
requested by the transmitting Bluetooth device is set in a 
predetermined area of a payload header of a communication 
packet passed from an upper level layer to a lower level 
layer. The service class is specified based on service infor 
mation specified in the connection handle used for passing 
the communication packet to the lower layer. 
0029 Next, the predetermined area in the payload header 

is checked, and the service class requested by the commu 
nication packet is determined based on the service informa 
tion specified in the predetermined area. 
0030 Finally, the communication packet is distributed to 
a buffer corresponding to the specified service class based on 
the determination. 

0031. The service information may be specified in the 
predetermined area by writing a specific value (O) in the 
L CH area in the payload header, for example. This 
approach is effective for a case where a communication 
packet sent from the upper level layer is fragmented in 
proper length in the baseband layer. 
0032. Further, when any specific value is not written in 
the predetermined area in the payload header, the commu 
nication packet may be distributed to a default buffer. 
0033 According to the above-described communication 
method in the Bluetooth network, data exchanged within the 
network is processed in a form best suitable for the quality 
of service requested by each Bluetooth device. 
0034. According to another aspect of the present inven 
tion, there is provided a Bluetooth network system including 
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multiple Bluetooth devices with a radio interface based on 
the Bluetooth Standard. In this network system, each Blue 
tooth device includes an application processing portion for 
determining a parameter corresponding to quality of com 
munication service requested by an application used in the 
Bluetooth device for a communication packet transmitted by 
the communication device, a plurality of buffers, whose 
number corresponds to a number of types of the parameter, 
a logical link control portion, a communication control 
interface portion, and a determination portion. The logical 
link control portion prepares a logical channel in which 
information regarding the parameter determined for the 
communication packet and sets the logical channel sequen 
tially in the communication packet. The communication 
control interface portion is connected between the logical 
link control portion and the determination portion and gives 
a connection handle (connection identifier) to the set logical 
channel. Then, the communication control interface portion 
sets information regarding the parameter in the connection 
handle. The determination portion distributes to one suitable 
buffer among the plurality of buffers the communication 
packet passed from the logical link control portion via the 
communication control interface based on the parameter 
information in which the connection handle of the commu 
nication packet is set. 
0035. The communication control interface portion may 
give one connection handle to each logical channel and set 
information regarding the parameter in the connection 
handle. 

0036) Alternatively, the communication control interface 
portion may give a connection handle for each type of the 
information regarding the parameter to the logical channel 
and set the information regarding the parameter in the 
connection identifier. 

0037. The Bluetooth device may further include a packet 
processing portion for writing the information regarding the 
parameter in a predetermined area in the communication 
packet passed from the logical link control portion. In this 
case, the determination portion distributes the communica 
tion packet to a suitable buffer among the plurality of buffers 
based on the information regarding the parameter written in 
the predetermined area of the communication packet. 
0038. The packet processing portion may write a value 00 
in a first area of a header of the message packet, and the 
determination portion may distribute the message packet to 
the suitable buffer if the value of the first area is 00. 

0039. Further, the packet processing portion may write a 
value 00 in a first area of a header of a message packet and 
write a service definition indicating the quality of commu 
nication in a second area. In this case, the determination 
portion may distribute the message packet to the Suitable 
buffer based on the service definition if the value of the first 
area is 00. 

0040. By configuring the Bluetooth network with the 
Bluetooth devices as described above, communication pro 
cessing corresponding to the quality of service requested by 
data exchanges between a pair of Bluetooth devices can be 
performed in the exchange of message within the network. 

0041. The other features and effects of the present inven 
tion will be more apparent from detail description below 
with reference to attached drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0042 FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example where 
multiple slaves requesting different types of communication 
quality are connected to one master in a Bluetooth network; 
0043 FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example where 
multiple applications requesting different types of commu 
nication quality are operating in the Bluetooth network; 
0044 FIG. 3 is a diagram showing, on a protocol stack, 
a flow of communication from a sender to a receiver in the 
Bluetooth network; 

0045 FIG. 4 is a diagram showing an example of a 
system configuration of a Bluetooth device to which a 
method according the present invention is applied; 
0046 FIG. 5 is a diagram of a protocol layer configura 
tion where a buffer is provided for each different service 
class on an ACL link: 

0047 FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of cor 
respondence between an L2CAP channel and a connection 
handle; 

0048 FIG. 7 is a diagram showing another example of 
correspondence between an L2CAP channel and a connec 
tion handle; 

0049 FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of cor 
respondence between a connection handle and a buffer, 
0050 FIG. 9 is a diagram showing another example of 
correspondence between a connection handle and a buffer; 

0051 FIGS. 10A and 10B are diagrams showing 
examples of a payload header configuration for communi 
cation data for the distribution of buffers in accordance with 
quality of service; 

0052 FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing communication 
quality control processing in accordance with services; 
0053 FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an example of a 
protocol layer configuration where a buffer is provided for 
each different service class including an SCO link: 
0054 FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of a 
protocol layer configuration where a buffer is provided for 
each service including the other ACL link without the uses 
of L2CAP: 

0055 FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an example of a 
protocol layer configuration where a buffer is provided for 
each service including the other ACL link without the uses 
of L2CAP; and 

0056 FIG. 15 is a diagram of a configuration of a 
protocol layer in the conventional Bluetooth network. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0057 FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a 
network configuration to which a Bluetooth network com 
munication method according to the present invention is 
applied. Multiple Bluetooth devices 2, 3 and 4, which are 
slaves, are connected to a personal computer 1 which is a 
master in a radio manner. Each device includes a radio 
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interface based on the Bluetooth Standard. The slaves radio 
transmit data at the next timing of receiving a polling packet 
from the master 1. 

0.058. In the example in FIG. 1, aheadset 2 requires voice 
communication through Synchronous Connection-Oriented 
(SCO), which is a form of connection suitable for real time 
Voice transmission. A mouse 3 and a viewer 4 perform radio 
communication through Asynchronous Connection-less 
(ACL) which is a form of connection suitable for commu 
nication from peripheral devices of the personal computer to 
the body. Even using the same ACL link, the mouse 3 
requests a service which gives higher response speed pref 
erence, while the viewer 4 requests a service which gives the 
continuity of images preference. 

0059 FIG. 2 shows another example of a Bluetooth 
network configuration. In the example in FIG. 2, a remote 
controller with a viewer, which is a single slave, requires to 
a television, which is a master, different types of commu 
nication quality based on multiple applications such as easy 
image transmission and channel control. Especially as 
shown in FIG. 2, the present invention is suitable for a case 
where the implementation of different quality types of 
communication services are attempted at the same time. 
0060 FIG.3 shows a data flow in a communication layer 
over the Bluetooth network. In a sending side (for example, 
the remote controller with the viewer in FIG. 2), a logical 
channel corresponding to each communication service is 
identified at an upper layer and is modulated at a baseband. 
Then, the information is transmitted from an RF layer by 
using a free space as a medium. In turn, the receiving side 
(for example the television in FIG. 2) receives a carrier 
wave at the RF layer, which is then demodulated at the 
baseband. Then, the information is identified at the upper 
layer to perform requested processing. 

0061 FIG. 4 shows a hardware configuration of the 
Bluetooth device shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. A Bluetooth 
device 40 includes an application processing portion 41, an 
L2CAP processing portion 43 which is connected to the 
application processing portion 41, a baseband processing 
portion 45 which is connected to the L2CAP processing 
portion 43, a plurality of buffers 48, and an I/O portion 49 
for performing input and output of data to/from the other 
Bluetooth device. Notably, an HCI interface exists between 
L2CAP processing portion 43 and the baseband processing 
portion 45. 
0062) The application processing portion 41 determines a 
parameter corresponding to the quality of a communication 
service required by a given application for a communication 
packet to be exchanged with the other Bluetooth device. The 
L2CAP processing portion 43 functions as a logical link 
control portion and specifies a logical channel in accordance 
with the communication service required by the given 
application. A parameter corresponding to the service qual 
ity may be determined by the L2CAP processing portion 43 
instead of the application processing portion 41. In that case, 
the L2CAP processing portion 43 specifies a QoS option. At 
the HCI, a connection handle corresponding to the service 
quality is given to the communication packet, which is then 
sent to the baseband processing portion 45. 
0063. The baseband processing portion 45 has a deter 
mination portion 47 for checking the service quality speci 
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fied for the received communication packet and for distrib 
uting the communication packet to one of buffers in 
accordance with the quality. Further, the baseband process 
ing portion 45 has a packet processing portion 46 for 
processing, if required, a packet sent from the L2CAP 
processing portion 43. The packet processing portion 46 
gives a service identifier corresponding to the service quality 
specified in the application processing portion 41 or the 
L2CAP processing portion 43 to the received communica 
tion packet as necessary. The processing for giving a service 
identifier is performed by writing a predetermined value in 
a predetermined area of the baseband packet when adjusting 
communication data in the received communication packet 
to the proper packet (baseband packet) size, for example. In 
this case, the determination portion 47 checks the predeter 
mined area of the processed packet and distributes the 
packet to a buffer corresponding to the communication 
service. 

0064. The application processing portion 41 corresponds 
to the upper level layer in the protocol layer configuration in 
FIG. 3. The L2CAP processing portion 43 is located at the 
middle level. However, for simple description, the L2CAP 
processing portion 43 is included in the upper level layer in 
FIG. 3 according to the present invention. In the present 
invention, control corresponding to quality of service 
described later is performed in the L2CAP processing por 
tion 43 and the baseband processing portion 45. 

0065 FIG. 5 shows an example of the protocol layer 
configuration according to the present invention, which can 
provide services corresponding to requested quality when 
communications with different types of quality are per 
formed at the same time. 

0066. A feature of the layer configuration shown in FIG. 
5 is to specify, in the HCI for the pair of Bluetooth devices 
for performing data exchanges, multiple connection handles 
for the ACL link in accordance with services. A connection 
handle is like an identifier for identifying a connection 
service. In the example in FIG. 5, two logical channels, a 
channel ID 1 and a channel ID 2, are set in the L2CAP 
processing portion 53, and connection handles A and B 
corresponding thereto, respectively, are provided. For the 
SCO link requiring synchronous communication, a connec 
tion handle M specially for SCO is provided. 

0067 Further, a buffer 54 for accommodating a packet 
passing through each link is provided which corresponds to 
each connection handle. The same communication process 
ing is performed on data packets stored in the same buffer. 

0068 There are two approaches for mapping the L2CAP 
channels and the connection handles. One approach is to 
assign a connection handle sequentially to each logical 
channel set in the L2CAP (approach A). The other approach 
is to assign a same connection handle to L2CAP channels 
requesting a same service quality (that is, having a same 
QoS parameter) (Approach B), as shown in FIG. 7. In the 
example in FIG. 7, channels, ID0 to ID3, are assigned as the 
logical channels but the same connection handle 0 is 
assigned to those requesting a same service quality (service 
class a). 
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0069. For example, service classes for categorizing com 
munication quality may include: 
(1) a service class giving the response speed preference; 
(2) a service class giving the Small transmission delay 
preference; 

(3) a service class giving the Small transmission distortion 
preference; 

(4) a service class for which a certain band areas is guar 
anteed; and 
(5) a service class categorized in accordance with a packet 
type (DM 1/3/5, DH1/3/5, etc.). 
0070 The devices and/or applications applying each of 
the service classes may be as follows: The service class 
giving the response speed preference may be used by PC 
peripheral Bluetooth devices such as a mouse and a key 
board using an HID profile. The service class giving the 
Small transmission delay preference is Suitable for the appli 
cation by a Bluetooth device for performing real-time voice 
communication by using the ACL. The service class giving 
the small transmission distortion preference is suitable for 
the application by a Bluetooth device which needs a small 
buffer size as much as possible in the receiver side. Such as 
a built-in type device. The service class for which a certain 
band areas is guaranteed is suitable for the application by a 
Bluetooth device for performing synchronous communica 
tion of voice data and/or AV data over the SCO link. Also, 
even one single Bluetooth device may request multiple 
different services in accordance with applications at the 
same time (in fact, the present invention is especially 
Suitable for Such a case). In that case, a logical channel 
corresponding to a given service is also set. 
0071. The specific processes for performing assignment 
in accordance with service classes will be described later. In 
both of the approaches A and B, a connection handle is 
assigned to each requested service identified at the logical 
channel or to each of the same quality of services. Therefore, 
the services for the ACL link are not merged to one at the 
baseband. 

0072 Next, a correspondence relationship between con 
nection handles and buffers will be described. In an example 
in FIG. 8, a channel ID is given at the L2CAP in response 
to a service request sequentially and independently from any 
service class. One connection handle is assigned to one 
channel (Approach A). Here, information indicating service 
quality specified in each of the channels is also set in the 
corresponding connection handle. After that, with reference 
to each channel ID or service class of the connection handle, 
a packet to be passed through the ACL link is temporally 
stored in a buffer corresponding to the service class. For 
example, the channels with channel IDs 0 and 2 are request 
ing the same service class a, and a channel with channel ID 
1 is requesting a different service class b. A packet (or 
communication data) requesting the service class a is stored 
in a buffer 54a, while a packet requesting the service class 
b is stored in a buffer 54b. 

0.073 FIG. 9 shows another example of how connection 
handles and buffers correspond to each other. In the example 
in FIG. 9, a connection handle is assigned through the HCI 
in accordance with a service class of each channel 
(Approach B). Then, one buffer is set for one connection 
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handle. For example, in the L2CAP, a same connection 
handle is assigned to channels with channel IDs 0 and 3 
which are requesting the same service class. Then, informa 
tion indicating the service class a is set in the connection 
handle. A different connection handle is assigned to a 
channel which is requesting another service class b or c, and 
a corresponding service class is set thereto. In accordance 
with the connection handle, the packet to be passed through 
the ACL link is stored temporally in each different buffer. 
0074 The assignment of buffers in accordance with the 
service classes shown in FIGS. 6 to 9 is based on the 
protocol layer configuration in FIG. 5. Thus, a specific 
connection ID and a buffer are assigned to a packet to be 
passed through the SCO link. 

0075. There are two methods for the buffer assignment. 
According to one method, available QoS classes and buffers 
are determined in advance in a fixed manner, and an upper 
layer represented by the application processing portion 41 
(FIG. 4) or the baseband processing portion 45 assigns 
buffers suitable for requested quality of service. The appli 
cation processing portion 41 specifies the buffer in accor 
dance with a predetermined QoS parameter indicating qual 
ity of service requested by a given communication packet. 
The baseband processing portion 45 assigns a packet passed 
from the upper layer into a buffer for a QoS class in 
accordance with the Quality of service set in a connection 
handle corresponding to the packet. Alternatively, based on 
the quality of service of the connection handle correspond 
ing to the packet passed through the HCI, an identifier 
indicating the quality of service is given to a predetermined 
area of the packet. The determination portion 46 checks and 
distributes the packet to the buffer corresponding to the 
identifier. 

0076. The method for specifying buffers in accordance 
with service classes in the fixed manner is suitable for 
devices for providing limited functions only as represented 
by built-in devices. 
0077. The other method is for adding, in response to a 
request, a buffer Suitable for requested quality of service. 
This method is suitable for higher-performance, generic 
devices such as personal computers. 

0078. The specification of service classes is needed for 
the distribution to buffers in accordance with the service 
classes as described above. According to the present inven 
tion, the distribution to buffers is basically performed based 
on service classes (indicating quality of service correspond 
ing to QoS parameters specified in the upper level layer) set 
in connection handles. However, when processing for 
adjusting a communication packet passed from the upper 
level layer into a baseband packet with the proper size, a 
payload header of a fragmented baseband packet is used. 

0079 FIGS. 10A and 10B show a data structure of the 
payload header. An example in FIG. 10A is a payload 
header of a baseband packet passing through the ACL link, 
where a value 00 is set in an area in which a code LCH is 
written. The value 00 in the LCH area means that a service 
content is requested Such as distribution request to buffers in 
accordance with QoS parameters written in the L2CAP QoS 
option. In other words, when a service requested for the 
L2CAP packet is written (that is, when the QoS option is 
specified), or when quality of service corresponding to a 
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given connection handle is set, the packet processing portion 
46 of the baseband processing portion 45 writes the value 00 
into the LCH area. 
0080. In an example in FIG. 10B, a service definition 
area is further provided for specifying a service class in a 
payload of a packet. A predetermined service class is written 
in the service definition area. Here, only a code correspond 
ing to the service class may be written. In addition to the 
code, a detail QoS parameter specified in applications, the 
L2CAP or the HCI may be written. Further, a specified 
buffer or specific quality specification may be written. The 
quality is written on each service, for example, “a response 
is returned within 100 ms' or “delay should be 1 us or 
below. 

0081. The determination portion 47 in the baseband pro 
cessing portion 45 checks the value in the L CH area or the 
description in the service definition area in the payload head 
of the packet passing through the ACL link to determine 
which buffer the packet is distributed to. Notably, when the 
QoS parameter is not specified in the upper level layer, a 
buffer for accommodating the packet may be determined by 
default. Alternatively, the packet may be distributed to a 
proper buffer. In this case, the presence of the QoS parameter 
is checked in the determination portion 47. 
0082 FIG. 11 shows a processing flow for service qual 
ity control. When the value in the L CH area of the payload 
header is 00, the processing flow is started (step S1001). At 
step S1003, it is determined whether or not any QoS 
parameter is specified. If the QoS parameter is not specified, 
the packet is put into a default buffer at step S1005. If the 
QoS parameter is specified, the processing goes to step 
S1007, where a type of QoS is checked. For example, when 
the type of service requires communication in a certain band, 
the processing goes to step S1009. At step S1009, it is 
determined whether or not the required band is 300 kbps or 
above. If it is less than 300 kbps (that is, NO at step S1009), 
the packet is put into a buffer D at step S1011. If a band of 
300 kbps or more is required, the packet is put into a buffer 
C at step S1013. 
0083. At step 1007, if the service type specifies 
responses, for example, the processing goes to step S1015, 
where it is determined whether or not a response speed of 
100 ms or below is required. If the required response speed 
exceeds 100 ms, the processing goes to step S1017, where 
the packet is put into a buffer B. If the required response 
speed is 100 ms or below, the processing goes to step S1019. 
where the packet is put into a buffer A. 
0084. While the determination is performed on two types 
of services at step S1007 in FIG. 3 because of the limited 
space herein, the determination may be performed on three 
or more types of services, for example, on the continuity of 
images or on the limitation in delay time. 
0085 FIG. 12 shows a first modification example of the 
protocol layer configuration shown in FIG. 5. In the con 
figuration in FIG. 5, the buffer for packets sent through the 
SCO link is provided. However, in FIG. 12, the buffer for 
the SCO link is omitted. A service class is specified without 
any distinction between the ACL link and the SCO link. 
Then, the packet is distributed to a buffer in accordance with 
the service class. In this case, the baseband processing 
portion 45 performs the determination processing shown in 
FIG. 11 on packets including those sent through the SCO 
link. 
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0086 FIG. 13 shows a second modification example of 
the protocol layer configuration shown in FIG. 5. The 
description has been given with the assumption of the use of 
L2CAP as a protocol with the use of the ACL link. However, 
in practice, services can exist which use the ACL link 
without the use of the L2CAP, such as Unrestricted Digital 
Interface (UDI). Also, a corresponding connection handles 
may be assigned to each of those services. Alternatively, a 
connection handle may be assigned to each unique category 
(equal to a channel in L2CAP) within the service to distrib 
ute packets to buffers. In that case, the processing steps 
shown in FIG. 11 may be used. 
0087. In the example in FIG. 13, a connection handle Y 
and a buffer 54y for the other ACL link are assigned, and a 
connection handle M and a buffer 54x also for the SCO link 
are assigned. Within the ACL link using the I2CAP, distri 
bution to buffers are performed in response to a request for 
each quality of service through the processing steps shown 
in FIG. 11. 

0088 FIG. 14 shows a third modification example of the 
protocol layer configuration shown in FIG. 5. In the 
example in FIG. 14, both service requests for passing 
through the ACL link using non-L2CAP and service requests 
passing through the SCO link are also incorporated into the 
distribution to buffers in accordance with service classes. In 
that case, packets may be distributed to buffers correspond 
ing to specified QoS parameters based on the service classes 
set in connection handles. Alternatively, a service identifier 
based on a given QoS parameter may be given to each of 
packets to distribute packets to corresponding buffers in 
accordance with the service identifiers. 

0089) Other than the configurations shown in FIGS. 13 
and 14, a configuration is possible where packets passing 
through the ACL link may be determined all together 
regardless of the uses of the L2CAP with a special buffer for 
the SCO. Alternatively, a configuration is possible where 
service determination processing is performed on the ACL 
link with the L2CAP and the SCO link together with a 
special buffer for the non-L2CAPACL link. The present 
invention functions on both configurations in the same 
a. 

1. A method for communicating packets in a communi 
cation device having a wireless communication interface via 
a wireless network to another communication device, com 
prising: 

providing a plurality of buffers in the communication 
device, each buffer corresponding to a type of quality 
of communication service requested by a communica 
tion packet which is exchanged form upper layer; 

setting a logical channel for the communication packets to 
be exchanged; 

giving a connection identifier for the logical channel, said 
connection identifier being associated with an informa 
tion indicating the type of quality of communication 
service; 

receiving said communication packets to be exchanged 
via said logical channel and distributing said commu 
nication packets to one of a plurality of buffers depend 
ing upon said connection identifier and said informa 
tion. 
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2. A method for communicating packets according to 
claim 1, further comprising transmitting said communica 
tion packets in one of a plurality of buffers to the another 
communication device corresponding to said type of quality 
of communication service. 

3. (canceled) 
4. (canceled) 
5. A communication device having a wireless communi 

cation interface via a wireless network to another commu 
nication device, comprising: 

an application processing portion for determining a 
parameter corresponding to a type of quality of com 
munication service requested by an application used in 
said communication device for a communication 
packet which is transmitted by said communication 
device; 

a plurality of buffers, whose number corresponds to a 
number of types of said parameter; 

a logical link control portion for preparing a logical 
channel in which information regarding said parameter 
determined for said communication packet and for 
setting said logical channel sequentially in said com 
munication packet; 

a communication control interface portion for giving a 
connection identifier to said set logical channel and for 
setting information regarding said parameter in said 
connection identifier; and 

a determination portion for distributing to one corre 
sponding buffer among said plurality of buffers said 
communication packet passed from said logical link 
control portion via said communication control inter 
face. 

6. A communication device according to claim 5 wherein 
said interface portion gives one connection identifier to each 
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logical channel and sets information regarding said param 
eter in said connection identifier. 

7. A communication device according to claim 5 wherein 
said interface portion gives a connection identifier for each 
type of said information regarding said parameter to said 
logical channel and sets said information regarding said 
parameter in said connection identifier. 

8. A communication device according to claim 5, further 
comprising a packet processing portion for writing said 
information regarding said parameter in a predetermined 
area in said communication packet passed from said logical 
link control portion through said communication control 
interface, 

wherein said determination portion distributes said com 
munication packet to a Suitable buffer among said 
plurality of buffers based on said information regarding 
said parameter written in said predetermined area. 

9. A communication device according to claim 5, wherein 
said packet processing portion writes a value 00 in a first 
area of a payload header of said communication packet and 
writes a service definition indicating said quality of com 
munication service in a second area; and 

said determination portion distributes said communica 
tion packet to said suitable buffer based on said service 
definition if the value of said first area is 00. 

10. A communication device according to claim 5, 
wherein said application processing portion determines said 
parameter and specifies a corresponding buffer among said 
plurality of buffers. 

11. A communication device according to claim 5, 
wherein said logical link control portion determines a 
parameter corresponding to a type of quality of service 
required for said communication packet when no parameter 
is determined for said communication packet. 

k k k k k 


