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(54) Container for stack of interfolded tissue sheets with gripping means for first sheet

(57) The invention pertains to a stack (2) of interfold-
ed tissue-sheets (3) packed in a container (1). The con-
tainer (1) has a generally planar bottom wall (4) and a
top wall (5) and side walls (6-9) connecting the bottom
wall (4) with the top wall (5). An opening (14) is provided
in at least the top wall (5) for the removal of the tissue-
sheets (3) from the container (1). The stack (2) of inter-
folded tissue-sheets (3) are placed in the container (1)

with a lowermost tissue-sheet (11) placed on the bottom
wall (4) and an uppermost tissue-sheet (12) placed at
the top wall (5) and generally parallel to said top wall (5)
and in direct connection with the opening (14) in the top
wall (5). The uppermost tissue-sheet (12) of the stack
(2) of interfolded tissue-sheets (3) comprises a gripping
member (21), which is grippable through the opening
(14) in the top wall (5).
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Description

TECHNICAL AREA:

[0001] The invention pertains to a stack of interfolded
tissue-sheets packed in a container, said container hav-
ing a generally planar bottom wall and a top wall and
side walls connecting the bottom wall with the top wall
and an opening provided in at least said top wall for the
removal of said tissue-sheets from the container, said
stack of interfolded tissue-sheets being placed in said
container with a lowermost tissue-sheet placed on the
bottom wall and an uppermost tissue-sheet placed at
the top wall and generally parallel to the top wall and in
direct connection with the opening in the top wall.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION:

[0002] Soft tissue sheets such as facial tissue sheets
are commonly offered as a stack of tissue sheets
packed in a dispensing box. The dispensing box has an
opening through which the user pulls the tissue sheets.
In order to facilitate the removal of the tissue sheets from
the dispensing box, the tissue sheets are interfolded,
which means that the tissue sheets are folded into one-
another, so that they form a chain of tissue sheets being
interconnected by folded portions. In this manner, when
removing one tissue sheet from the stack of tissue
sheets and pulling the tissue sheet completely through
the dispensing opening in the dispensing box, the
pulled-out tissue sheet will automatically bring a portion
of the next tissue sheet in the stack out through the
opening thereby making it readily available for gripping
and removing from the dispensing box. The praxis of
interfolding tissue sheets in this manner is a convenient
way of ascertaining that all of the tissue sheets can be
easily removed from the container.
[0003] However, a problem arises when trying to re-
move the first tissue sheet from the stack of tissue
sheets. After opening the dispensing box, which basi-
cally means exposing the opening in the box, the user
must try and get a grip on the first tissue sheet. This is
very difficult since the surface of the first tissue-sheet
which is exposed through the opening in the dispensing
box is very smooth and hard to grip. The edge of the first
tissue-sheet is often hidden beneath the top wall of the
box and the first tissue-sheet is pressed hard against
the top wall when the box is full. Moreover, the tissue
material is soft, flimsy and fragile and will easily break
if subjected to tearing forces.
[0004] Accordingly, the risk of damaging or complete-
ly destroying the uppermost sheet in the stack of tissue
sheets is considerable. In fact, it is not unusual that sev-
eral tissue sheets in the stack are damaged in the proc-
ess of removing the first sheet of tissue.
[0005] Hence, there exists a great need of improving
the dispensing of a first tissue sheet from a stack of tis-
sue sheets which are packed in a dispensing box.

[0006] The present invention offers a simple and ex-
pedient means of solving the problem of removing a first
tissue sheet from a stack of interfolded tissue sheets
which are packed in a container having a dispensing
opening. By the provision of a gripping member, the first
tissue sheet can easily be gripped and removed from
the box without causing tearing, severe wrinkling or oth-
er damage to the tissue sheet.
[0007] In accordance with the invention, the upper-
most tissue-sheet of the stack of interfolded tissue-
sheets comprises a gripping member, which is exposed
through the opening in the top wall of the container.
[0008] The uppermost tissue-sheet is placed at the
top wall of the dispensing box and in direct connection
with the opening in the top wall. This does not mean that
the uppermost tissue-sheet has to be in contact with the
top wall. Hence, it is only necessary that the uppermost
tissue-sheet is placed at the top wall in a manner which
will permit the gripping member to be directly accessible
through the opening in the top wall. This implies that no
components which would block the access of the grip-
ping member through the opening in the top wall are
present between the uppermost tissue-sheet and the
top wall. Accordingly, the invention encompasses em-
bodiments in which the dispensing box is completely
filled with tissue-sheets, as well as embodiments where-
in the dispensing box initially is only partially filled with
tissue-sheets.
[0009] The gripping member is a separate component
and is preferably in the form of a tape tab having an an-
choring portion which is adhesively attached to said up-
permost tissue-sheet and a gripping portion freely ex-
tending from said anchoring portion. Accordingly, the
tape tab can be formed from a rectangular piece of tape
of plastic film, nonwoven material, tissue, or the like. The
anchoring portion is preferably attached by means of ad-
hesive, but other anchoring means can be envisaged,
such as welding. The gripping portion extends from the
anchoring portion and is preferably sufficiently rigid in
order to be readily separable from the surface of the up-
permost tissue-sheet. However, the gripping member
should not substantially affect the overall flexibility and
drapability of the tissue-sheet and should not severely
impair the function of the tissue-sheet. Accordingly, it is
an advantage if at least the anchoring portion of the grip-
ping member is flexible and/or has a fairly small surface.
Moreover, in order to avoid chafing caused by the grip-
ping member when using the uppermost tissue-sheet
for wiping sensitive surfaces such as facial skin, the grip-
ping member should preferably not present any sharp
edges or corners. A way of ascertaining that the gripping
portion will be readily grippable, the gripping portion can
be formed from a folded portion of a tape strip. Prefer-
ably, the tape tab has two anchoring portions and the
folded gripping portion is arranged between the two an-
choring portions. A gripping member having a folded
portion can easily be produced from a piece of tape hav-
ing an adhesive surface and a non-adhesive surface by
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double-folding an end portion of the piece of tape with
the adhesive surface of the folded portion facing the ad-
hesive surface of the remainder of the tape so that the
adhesive will serve to keep the tape in the folded con-
figuration. The non-folded end of the tape will serve as
an anchoring portion. Alternatively, the double-folded
portion can be formed centrally on the tape, leaving one
adhesive anchoring portion at each side of the folded
gripping tab.
[0010] It is, of course, possible to use non-adhesive
tapes and to provide only the anchoring portions with
some attachment means.
[0011] The gripping portion of the gripping member
can have any desired shape such as square, rounded,
polygonal, flower-shaped, etc. However, a tapering
shape, such as a triangular shape is expedient for pack-
aging purposes. Filling of a disposable dispensing box
is usually made by introducing a compressed stack of
tissue-sheets through a short end of the dispensing box.
A tapering shape of the gripping portion will ascertain
that the gripping portion will fold smoothly against the
surface of the uppermost tissue-sheet in the stack when
the gripping member contacts the upper wall of the dis-
pensing box during the insertion step.
[0012] In accordance with one embodiment of the in-
vention the gripping member can be a loop of material,
such as a loop of string or band. The loop-shaped grip-
ping member can be formed from a piece of string or a
band which is attached adhesively or by welding to the
uppermost sheet of tissue.
[0013] When opening a box of tissue-sheets, it can be
difficult to visually distinguish the gripping member from
the surface of the uppermost tissue-sheet. Accordingly,
it can be advantageous that the gripping member has a
colour which contrasts with the colour of said uppermost
tissue-sheet. This allows the user to immediately recog-
nise the gripping member, and saves time in trying to
identify the gripping member. Moreover, a contrasting
colour will serve as a signal of the presence of a gripping
member.
[0014] The presence and intended use of the gripping
member can further be drawn to the attention of the user
by providing the gripping member with a printed marker
to visually indicate its grippability. Such a marker could,
for instance, be an arrow or text such as "pull", or the
like.
[0015] Moreover, a visual indication of the presence
of a gripping member can be made by making the grip-
ping member of a material having a physically contrast-
ing surface, such as an embossed surface, a glossy sur-
face, etc.
[0016] In accordance with a further embodiment of the
invention, the dispensing box has a protective cover
which is arranged over the opening in the top wall. The
gripping member is attached to the cover, which means
that when the cover is removed, the gripping member
will be pulled or raised into a more readily grippable po-
sition.

[0017] In such an embodiment, the bond between the
cover and the gripping member has to be comparatively
weak, so that the pulling force acting on the bond will
cause it to break before the uppermost tissue-sheet is
pulled out of the dispensing box. Alternatively, the bond
between the gripping member and the cover can be of
a more permanent character and be sufficiently strong
so as to withstand the pulling force when the cover is
removed. In such a case, the removal of the cover will
cause the uppermost tissue-sheet to be pulled out of the
dispensing box.
[0018] By removal of the cover is meant that the cover
is removed from the opening, so that the opening is ex-
posed. It does not necessarily imply that the cover has
to be completely removed from the dispensing box,
since the cover may, for instance, be in the form of a lid
which is permanently attached to the box and which is
removed from the opening by folding along a fold line or
a hinge.
[0019] Usually the protective cover is made of the
same material as the box itself, and is simply a portion
of the top wall, which can be torn away along a perfo-
rated line in the top wall. However, other protective de-
vices such as separate pieces of paper, paperboard,
plastic film, and the like can be used. Moreover, the box
can be provided with a permanently attached or remov-
able regular lid which is opened to expose the opening
in the top wall 5 and which, optionally, can be reclosed.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF FIGURES:

[0020] The invention will in the following be described
in greater detail, with reference to the figures which are
shown on the appended drawings. In the drawings:

Fig. 1 shows a box of packaged tissue-sheets
with a gripping member in accordance
with a first embodiment of the invention.

Fig. 2 shows a gripping member in accordance
with a second embodiment of the inven-
tion.

Fig. 3 shows a gripping member in accordance
with a third embodiment of the invention.

Figs. 4a-4c show different embodiments of gripping
members in accordance with the inven-
tion.

Fig. 5 shows a gripping member in accordance
with a fourth embodiment of the inven-
tion.

Fig. 6 shows the gripping member in Fig. 5
when it is being used.

Fig. 7 shows a gripping member in accordance
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with a fifth embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0021] Fig. 1 shows a generally rectangular paper-
board dispensing box 1 containing a stack 2 of interfold-
ed tissue-sheets 3. By interfolding, all the tissue-sheets
3 in the stack 2 are mechanically attached to each other
in a continuous, loosely connected band of individual tis-
sue-sheets 3. The tissue-sheets may be provided as
non-folded sheets before interfolding, or may be more
complicated structures such as pre-shaped tissue-
sheets or tissue-sheets which have been folded one or
more times before interfolding.
[0022] The paperboard box 1 has a bottom wall 4, a
top wall 5, two long side walls 6,7 and two short side
walls 8,9. The stack 2 of tissue-sheets 3 rests with a
lower-most tissue-sheet 10 on the inner surface 11 of
the bottom wall 4 and has a height which substantially
corresponds to the height of the box 1, that is, to the
height of the side walls 6-9. It is to be understood, that
the height of the stack 2 of tissue-sheets is to a certain
degree determined by the height of the box. The inter-
folded tissue-sheets 3 are highly compressible and are
usually compressed before being placed in the box, so
that a sufficient amount of tissue-sheets can be accom-
modated in the box. Moreover, the compressed stack 2
of tissue-sheets will normally effect an expanding pres-
sure on the box, pressing the uppermost tissue-sheet
12 against the inner surface 11 of the top wall 5. This
arrangement is advantageous, since, as the tissue-
sheets 3 are successively removed from the box 1, the
pressure from the expanding stack 2 of tissue-sheets
will aid in pushing a new tissue-sheet towards the top
wall 5. However, even if it is preferred that the stack 2
of tissue-sheets are packed in the box 1 in a com-
pressed state, this is not a necessary feature of the in-
vention. Accordingly, a box having a stack of interfolded
tissue-sheets that are only partially filling the box are
also within the scope of the invention.
[0023] The box 1 is provided with an opening 14 in the
top wall 5. The opening 14 is arranged generally cen-
trally in the top wall 5 and extends parallel to the long
side walls 6,7. The opening 14 has a generally oval
shape with rounded ends 15 and slightly outwardly
curved side edges 16, so that the opening 14 is wider
at a central portion than at the ends. Before use of the
box of tissue-sheets, the opening 14 is commonly pro-
tected by a cover. Usually the protective cover is made
of the same paperboard material as the box itself, and
is simply a portion of the top wall 5 which can be torn
away along a perforated line in the top wall 5. However
other protective devices such as separate pieces of pa-
per, paperboard, plastic film, and the like can be envis-
aged. Moreover, the box can be provided with a perma-
nently attached or removable regular lid which is opened
to expose the opening in the top wall 5 and which, op-
tionally, can be reclosed.

[0024] Moreover, the opening 14 can be partially cov-
ered with a flexible material, such as a plastic film or
similar, which shields the tissue-sheets 3 from the edges
of the opening in the top wall 5 when the tissue-sheets
are being pulled out of the box. A flexible material ar-
ranged around the edges of the opening does also serve
to diminish the area of the opening 14 and prohibits a
tissue-sheet 3 which is partially pulled out of the dis-
pensing box 1 from falling back down into the box again.
[0025] In accordance with the invention, a gripping
member 21 is attached to the uppermost tissue-sheet
12 in the stack 2. The gripping member 21 is in the form
of an adhesive tape with a non-adhesive surface 22 and
an adhesive surface 23. The tape has been folded at a
central portion so as to form a gripping tab 24 comprising
two thicknesses of the tape base material and being
kept in the folded state by the adhesive. On either side
of the gripping tab 24, the gripping member 21 has an
attachment surface 25 which is firmly attached to the
uppermost tissue-sheet 12 in the stack 2 by means of
the adhesive. The gripping member 21 is applied cen-
trally on the uppermost tissue-sheet 12, parallel to the
short side walls 8,9 and protrudes through the opening
14 when the box is open, i.e. when any lid or cover is
removed from the opening. The gripping member 21
need not be in the shown orientation, but can be ar-
ranged parallel to the long side walls 10,11 or diagonally,
etc. Moreover, the gripping member 21 may be offset
from the central position.
[0026] The gripping member 21 can be attached to
the cover or lid, so that removal or opening of the cover
or lid will simultaneously cause the gripping member 21
to be pulled into a more readily grippable position as
shown in the Figs. In such an embodiment, the bond
between the cover and the gripping member 21 has to
be comparatively weak, so that the pulling force acting
on the bond will cause it to break before the uppermost
tissue-sheet is pulled out of the dispensing box. Alter-
natively, the bond between the gripping member and the
cover can be of a more permanent character and be suf-
ficiently strong so as to withstand the pulling force when
the cover is removed. In such a case, the removal of the
cover will cause the uppermost tissue-sheet 12 to be
pulled out of the dispensing box.
[0027] The tape base material can be any suitable
sheet material such as nonwoven, tissue, paper, plastic
film or the like. Preferably, the base material is relatively
soft and flexible so that it can be folded without produc-
ing hard or sharp edges or corners. In order not to neg-
atively affect the function of the uppermost tissue-sheet
12, it is also preferred that the gripping member 21 is
comparatively small so that it only occupies minor por-
tion of the surface of the uppermost tissue-sheet. A
small gripping member 21 will minimally affect the soft-
ness and flexibility of the uppermost tissue-sheet, thus
leaving it fully usable. Although the gripping member 21
has been described as being produced from a self-ad-
hesive tape, it is alternatively possible to fold a non-ad-
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hesive band or tape in the manner shown in Fig. 1 and
to attach the folded band or tape to the uppermost tis-
sue-sheet, for instance by means of adhesive, by weld-
ing, or the like.
[0028] The provision of a gripping member 21 allows
the uppermost tissue-sheet 12 to be removed through
the opening 14 in the top wall 5 of the dispensing box 1.
The user simply grips the gripping tab 24 and pulls out
the uppermost tissue-sheet 12. Due to the interfolding
of the tissue-sheets 3 in the stack 2, the removal of the
uppermost tissue-sheet 12 will automatically cause a
portion of the next tissue-sheet 12 in the stack to be
pulled out through the opening 14. Once the uppermost
tissue-sheet 12 has been completely pulled out of the
box 1, the interconnecting folded portions of the upper-
most tissue-sheet 12 and the next tissue-sheet 3 in the
stack 2 will be released. This means that the partly
pulled-out next tissue-sheet 3 will protrude through the
opening 14 and can then serve as a gripping member
for removing the next tissue-sheet 3 from the box.
[0029] Fig. 2 shows an alternative gripping member
21 having a gripping tab 24 and an attachment portion
25. The gripping portion or tab 24 can be made by dou-
ble folding a piece of tape, thus achieving slightly higher
stiffness and less flexibility in the gripping tab portion of
the gripping member 21. Other ways of increasing the
stiffness in the gripping tab 24 is by laminating or coating
with an additional layer of material or by forming the grip-
ping member 21 with a gripping tab 24 portion that is
thicker than the attachment portion 25. As shown in Fig.
2, the gripping member 21 can be attached near an edge
26 of the uppermost tissue-sheet 12 with the gripping
portion 24 protruding from the edge 26. Alternatively, the
gripping member 21 can, similar to the embodiment
shown in Fig. 1, be attached with all of the gripping mem-
ber overlapping a surface of the uppermost tissue-sheet
12.
[0030] Fig. 3 shows a gripping member 21 in the form
of a gripping loop 26. The gripping loop 26 can be made
of a piece of string, a band or the like. Plastic materials,
cellulose, textiles or mixtures thereof can be used. The
piece of string or band is attached at its ends to the up-
permost tissue-sheet 12 in the stack 2. Attachment can
be performed by means of adhesive or by welding. For
illustrative purposes, the gripping loop 26 is shown ex-
tending parallel to the opening 14 in the dispensing box
1.
[0031] It can be difficult for the user to immediately
recognise the presence and the intended function of a
gripping member in accordance with the invention. For
this reason, it can be expedient if the gripping member
or at least a part of the gripping member has a different
colour or a different pattern than the uppermost tissue-
sheet 12. The presence of the gripping member can be
further drawn to the attention of the user by printing a
symbol or a text on the gripping member. Hence, an ar-
row or the text "pull" would indicate to the user that the
gripping member should be used for pulling the upper-

most tissue-sheet out of the dispensing box. Fig. 4a-4c
shows a few examples of gripping members having dif-
ferent shape and being designed to convey identifica-
tion information to the user.
[0032] Hence, Fig. 4a shows a gripping member 21
having a rounded outer gripping portion 24 and a rec-
tangular attachment portion 25. The rounded contour of
the gripping portion 24 is advantageous since no sharp
corners are exposed to the user. The gripping portion
24 is provided with an attention-drawing means 28 in
the form of an arrow which is printed on the gripping por-
tion 24.
[0033] Fig. 4b shows a gripping member 21 having a
triangular outer gripping portion 24 and a rectangular at-
tachment portion 25. An attention-drawing means 28 in
the form of the instructive text "pull" is printed on the
gripping portion 24. In addition, a triangular shape of the
outer gripping portion 24 is advantageous since it facil-
itates packaging of a stack of tissue-sheets in a dispens-
ing box. Filling of a disposable dispensing box is usually
made by introducing the stack of tissue-sheets through
a short end of the dispensing box. A triangular shape of
the gripping portion 24 will ascertain that the gripping
portion 24 will fold smoothly against the surface of the
uppermost tissue-sheet in the stack when the gripping
member contacts the upper wall of the dispensing box
during the insertion step.
[0034] Fig. 4c shows yet another example of a means
of making the user aware of the presence of a gripping
member 21. Hence, the gripping portion 24 in Fig. 4c
has a particular, decorative shape which will aid in iden-
tifying the gripping member. The gripping members 21
in Fig. 4 are shown as having only a single attachment
portion 25. However, the use of different shapes and dif-
ferent markers can also be applied to the embodiment
in Fig. 1 where the gripping member 21 has two attach-
ment portions 25.
[0035] Still another embodiment of a gripping member
21, which is readily discernible when applied to the sur-
face of a tissue sheet 12 is shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The
gripping member 21 is in the form of a circular piece of
material, such as a plastic disc, a paper disc, or the like.
A band-shaped attachment portion 25 is arranged cen-
trally on the gripping member 21 and crescent-shaped
gripping portions 24a, 24b are found on either side of
the attachment portion 25.
[0036] As shown in Fig. 6, the gripping member 21 is
used by folding the gripping portions 24a, 24b together,
in a direction away from the surface of the uppermost
tissue sheet 12. Normally, the user 29 will grip both grip-
ping portions 24a, 24b simultaneously, pressing them
together to form a single gripping tab. However, it is al-
ternatively possible to use only one of the gripping por-
tions 24a, 24b.
[0037] In order to aid the folding and gripping of the
gripping portions 24a, 24b, the gripping member 21 may
be provided with fold lines or hinges 30 running along
the edges of the attachment portion 25. If the gripping
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member 21 is made of a sufficiently stiff material, such
as a rigid plastic material or stiff paper, the gripping
member 21 can be provided in a pre-folded state, so
that the gripping portions 24a, 24b are at least slightly
raised from the surface of the uppermost tissue-sheet
12. A gripping member 21 having a central attachment
portion 25 and flanking gripping portions 24a, 24b can,
of course be provided in other shapes than circular, such
as rectangular, oval, dogbone shape, etc.
[0038] Fig. 7 shows an embodiment of a gripping
member 21 in accordance with the invention, wherein
no protruding gripping tab is present. Accordingly, Fig.
7 shows a dispensing box 1 seen from the top wall 5
and presenting an opening 14 to a user. The uppermost
tissue-sheet 12 which is visible through the opening 14
has a gripping member 21 attached thereto. The grip-
ping member is a reinforcement area on the surface of
the uppermost tissue-sheet and does preferably have a
high coefficient of friction so as to avoid slipping of the
users fingers against the surface of the first tissue-sheet
12. Accordingly, the gripping member 21 provides an ar-
ea on the uppermost tissue-sheet 12 which is less fragile
and flimsy and which is easier to grip than the rest of the
tissue-sheet 12. Moreover, if the gripping member 21
has a high-friction surface, this will further enhance the
grippability of the gripping member 21 and the upper-
most tissue-sheet 12. High friction may be provided in
any known manner, for instance by means of a rubbery
surface or by means of an irregular surface such as a
coarse fibrous structure, a foam structure, a wrinkled
surface, a surface having micro-protrusions, or similar.
[0039] It is highly advantageous to use any of the
methods shown in Figs. 4a-4c to indicate the presence
of the gripping member 21 of Fig. 7, since there is no
protruding gripping tab. Accordingly, the gripping mem-
ber 21 in Fig. 7 is preferably made in a contrasting colour
and/ or has a printed pattern, a contrasting shape, etc.
[0040] The invention has been described with refer-
ence to a rectangular dispensing box. However, it
should be understood that dispensing boxes having oth-
er shapes could also be used. Accordingly, cube-
shaped boxes, oval boxes, boxes with irregular or po-
lygonal shapes, etc. could be used. The material of the
dispensing box need not be paperboard. Hence, plastic
boxes, wooden boxes etc, could be used.
[0041] Similarly, the shape of the gripping portion 24
of the gripping member 21 may be other than what is
shown in the figures. Accordingly, polygonal shapes,
flower shapes, heart shapes and the like may be used.
[0042] Moreover, the opening in the top wall 5 need
not have the described oval shape. Hence, rectangular
openings, circular openings or openings having irregu-
lar shapes are contemplated within the scope of the in-
vention. In addition, the opening need not be arranged
only in the top wall but could extend into one or two side
walls.

Claims

1. A stack (2) of interfolded tissue-sheets (3) packed
in a container (1), said container (1) having a gen-
erally planar bottom wall (4) and a top wall (5) and
side walls (6-9) connecting said bottom wall (4) with
said top wall (5) and an opening (14) provided in at
least said top wall (5) for the removal of said tissue-
sheets (3) from the container (1), said stack (2) of
interfolded tissue-sheets (3) being placed in said
container (1) with a lowermost tissue-sheet (11)
placed on said bottom wall (4) and an uppermost
tissue-sheet (12) placed at said top wall (5) and
generally parallel to said top wall (5) and in direct
connection with said opening (14) in said top wall
(5), characterized i n that the uppermost tissue-
sheet (12) of said stack (2) of interfolded tissue-
sheets (3) comprises a gripping member (21), which
is exposed through said opening (14) in said top
wall (5).

2. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 1, wherein said gripping member (21) is
a tape tab having an attachment portion (25) which
is adhesively attached to said uppermost tissue-
sheet (12) and a gripping portion (24) freely extend-
ing from said attachment portion (25).

3. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 2, wherein said gripping portion (24) is
formed from a folded portion of said tape tab.

4. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 3, wherein said tape tab has two anchor-
ing portions (25) and said folded gripping portion
(24) is arranged between said two anchoring por-
tions (25).

5. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with one of claims 2,3 or 4, wherein said gripping
portion (24) has a tapering shape.

6. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 5, wherein said gripping portion (24) is
has a triangular shape.

7. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 1, wherein said gripping member (21) is
a gripping loop (26), such as a loop of string or band.

8. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 1, wherein said gripping member (21) is
a reinforcement area on the surface of the upper-
most tissue-sheet (12).

9. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with claim 8, wherein said reinforcement area has
a high coefficient of friction.
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10. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with any one of the preceding claims, wherein said
dispensing box (1) has a cover arranged over the
opening (14) and wherein said gripping member
(21) is attached to said cover.

11. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with any one of the preceding claims, wherein said
gripping member (21) has a printed marker to visu-
ally indicate its grippability.

12. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with any one of the preceding claims, wherein said
gripping member (21) has a surface which physical-
ly contrasts with the surface of the uppermost tis-
sue-sheet.

13. A stack of interfolded tissue-sheets in accordance
with any one of the preceding claims, wherein said
dispensing box (1) has a protective cover which is
arranged over the opening (14) in the top wall (5).

11 12



EP 1 201 565 A1

8



EP 1 201 565 A1

9



EP 1 201 565 A1

10



EP 1 201 565 A1

11



EP 1 201 565 A1

12



EP 1 201 565 A1

13



EP 1 201 565 A1

14



EP 1 201 565 A1

15


	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

