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LOGARITHMIC DEMODULATOR FOR
LASER WAVELENGTH-MODULATON
SPECTROSCOPY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a 35 U.S.C. § 371 National Stage Entry
of International Application No. PCT/US21/24177, filed
Mar. 25, 2021, which claims the priority benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 62/994,680 filed
Mar. 25, 2020, all of which are incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety for all purposes.

FIELD OF ENDEAVOR

The invention relates generally to Wavelength Modula-
tion Spectroscopy (WMS), and more particularly to
demodulation of WMS signals.

BACKGROUND

Modulation techniques may be based on a decrease in
technical noise with a corresponding increase in frequency
(often referred to as a 1/f noise). Signal contrast may be
improved by encoding and detecting the absorption signal at
a high frequency where the noise level may be low. One such
modulation technique is wavelength modulation spectros-
copy (WMS). WMS rapidly scans the frequency of the light
across the absorbing transition. The demodulated signal in
WMS may be low in the absence of absorbers and limited by
residual amplitude modulation. Tunable diode laser absorp-
tion spectroscopy (TDLAS) may utilize WMS to measure
the concentration of certain species of gasses using tunable
diode lasers and laser absorption spectrometry. The typical
sensitivity of WMS may be in the 10~ range.

SUMMARY

A system embodiment may include: a first band-pass
filter, where the first band-pass filter may be configured to
receive and filter a detector signal; a second band-pass filter,
where the second band-pass filter may be configured to
receive and filter the detector signal; a first logarithmic
amplifier (Log Amp), where the first Log Amp may be
configured to apply a first filtered detector signal from the
first band-pass filter; a second Log Amp, where the second
Log Amp may be configured to apply a second filtered
detector signal from the second band-pass filter; a differen-
tial amplifier, where the differential amplifier may be con-
figured to subtract a first applied signal from the first Log
Amp from a second applied signal from the second Log
Amp; and an Anti-Log Amplifier, where the Anti-Log
Amplifier may be configured to determine an inverse loga-
rithm of a subtracted signal from the differential amplifier.

In additional system embodiments, the first band-pass
filter has a central frequency of 2f. In additional system
embodiments, the second band-pass filter has a central
frequency of 1f. In additional system embodiments, the first
band-pass filter has a central frequency of one of an integer
order harmonic frequency greater than two.

Additional system embodiments may include a single
power supply. In additional system embodiments, the single
power supply does not comprise differential supply voltages.
Additional system embodiments may include a first low-
pass filter, where the first low-pass filter applies a low-pass
filter to the first applied signal from the first Log Amp.
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Additional system embodiments may include a second low-
pass filter, where the second low-pass filter applies a low-
pass filter to the second applied signal from the second Log
Amp.

In additional system embodiments, the determined
inverse logarithm may be not influenced by a phase of the
detector signal.

A method embodiment may include: filtering a detector
signal at a first band-pass filter; filtering the detector signal
at a second band-pass filter; applying a first filtered detector
signal from the first band-pass filter to a first logarithmic
amplifier (Log Amp); applying a second filtered detector
signal from second first band-pass filter to a second Log
Amp; subtracting the first applied signal from the first Log
Amp from the second applied signal from the second Log
Amp by a differential amplifier; and determining an inverse
logarithm of the subtracted signal from the differential
amplifier by an Anti-Log Amplifier.

In additional method embodiments, the first band-pass
filter has a central frequency of 2f. In additional method
embodiments, the second band-pass filter has a central
frequency of 1f. In additional method embodiments, the first
band-pass filter has a central frequency of one of: 3f and 4f.

Additional method embodiments may include: powering,
via a single power supply, a circuit comprising the first
band-pass filter, the second band-pass filter, the first Log
Amp, the second Log Amp, the differential amplifier, and the
Anti-Log Amplifier. In additional method embodiments, the
single power supply does not comprise differential supply
voltages.

Additional method embodiments may include: applying a
low-pass filter to the first applied signal from the first Log
Amp. Additional method embodiments may include: apply-
ing a low-pass filter to the second applied signal from the
second Log Amp. In additional method embodiments, the
determined inverse logarithm may be not influenced by a
phase of the detector signal.

Another system embodiment may include: a first band-
pass filter, where the first band-pass filter may be configured
to receive and filter a detector signal, and where the first
band-pass filter has a central frequency of 2f; a second
band-pass filter, where the second band-pass filter may be
configured to receive and filter the detector signal, and
where the second band-pass filter has a central frequency of
11; a first logarithmic amplifier (Log Amp), where the first
Log Amp may be configured to apply the filtered detector
signal from the first band-pass filter; a second Log Amp,
where the second Log Amp may be configured to apply the
filtered detector signal from the second band-pass filter; a
differential amplifier, where the differential amplifier may be
configured to subtract the applied signal from the first Log
Amp from the applied signal from the second Log Amp; and
an Anti-Log Amplifier, where the Anti-Log Amplifier may
be configured to determine an inverse logarithm of the
subtracted signal from the differential amplifier.

Additional system embodiments may include: a first low-
pass filter applied to the first applied signal from the first Log
Amp; and a second low-pass filter applied to the second
applied signal from the second Log Amp.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The components in the figures are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the princi-
pals of the invention. Like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts throughout the different views. Embodi-
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ments are illustrated by way of example and not limitation
in the figures of the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 depicts a functional block diagram of a system that
extracts a real-component and an imaginary-component of
1f and 2f signals from a detector output, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 2 depicts a functional block diagram of a system that
extracts the 2f/1f signal from a real-component and an
imaginary-component of 1f and 2f signals, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 3A depicts a functional block diagram of a system
that implements an embodiment of the logarithmic demodu-
lator for laser wavelength-modulation spectroscopy, accord-
ing to one embodiment.

FIG. 3B depicts an alternate functional block diagram of
a system that implements an embodiment of the logarithmic
demodulator for laser wavelength-modulation spectroscopy,
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4 depicts a high-level flowchart of a method embodi-
ment of the logarithmic demodulator for laser wavelength-
modulation spectroscopy, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example top-level functional block
diagram of a computing device embodiment, according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows a high-level block diagram and process of
a computing system for implementing an embodiment of the
system and process, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram and process of an exem-
plary system in which an embodiment may be implemented,
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 8 depicts a cloud-computing environment for imple-
menting an embodiment of the system and process disclosed
herein, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 9 depicts a system for detecting trace gasses, accord-
ing to one embodiment.

FIG. 10 depicts detector signals at varying stages of
processing, according to one embodiment.

FIGS. 11A-11H depict high-level flowcharts of systems
for signal processing performed in analog and/or digital,
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 12 depicts a method for determining a species
concentration, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 13 depicts another method for determining a species
concentration, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 14 depicts another method for determining a species
concentration, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 15 depicts a graph showing a linearity between peak
21/1f measured signal and species concentration, according
to one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is made for the purpose of
illustrating the general principles of the embodiments dis-
closes herein and is not meant to limit the concepts disclosed
herein. Further, particular features described herein can be
used in combination with other described features in each of
the various possible combinations and permutations. Unless
otherwise specifically defined herein, all terms are to be
given their broadest possible interpretation, including mean-
ings implied from the description as well as meanings
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as defined in
dictionaries, treatises, etc.

Two techniques can be employed for Tunable Diode Laser
Absorption Spectroscopy (TDLAS). The Direct Absorption
Spectroscopy (DAS) is based on the measurement of the
absorption graph while scanning the laser wavelength. The
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Wavelength Modulation Spectroscopy (WMS) is based on
the measurement of gas absorption harmonics while scan-
ning the laser wavelength and simultaneously modulating it
(at 1f frequency). Even though in the examples disclosed
herein the first frequency harmonic (1f) and second fre-
quency harmonic (2f) are described, other embodiments of
the invention are equally applicable to any harmonic nf,
where f is a frequency harmonic such as 11, 21, 3f, 4f, and
the like. While the disclosed systems and methods use
WMS, these principles may also be applied to systems and
methods for TDLAS.

The sensitivity of laser spectroscopy systems is increased
by employing the modulation techniques compared to direct
absorption (DA) methods. Modulation allows for precise
filtering of the undesired noises due to shifting the measure-
ment into a known frequency, resulting in a larger signal-
to-noise ratio for WMS compared to the DAS technique. In
WMS, the second harmonic signal, 2f, is often employed to
extract the gas concentration. To compensate for the laser
intensity dependency, the 2f signal is normalized by DA or
1f.

For demodulation of the WMS signal on the output of the
optical detector, lock-in amplifiers can be employed to
extract the amplitude of the modulated signal. In its simplest
form, the modulated signal is mixed (multiplied) into the
modulation clock signal. The output of the mixer, after
low-pass filtering, returns the 2f scan pattern. A lock-in
amplifier with a single built-in analog multiplier is phase-
dependent. To make the process independent from the effect
of phase, the detector signal can be multiplied into both Sine
and Cosine components of the modulation oscillator at the
same time (or multiplied into the modulation oscillator
signal and its 90-degree phase shifted signal). This process
requires two analog multipliers. With the same logic, to
extract the 11 data, 2 more analog multipliers are required.

According to an embodiment of a logarithmic-based
demodulator for Laser Wavelength-Modulation Spectros-
copy disclosed herein, a demodulator for laser WMS
employs a phase-independent WMS technique with 2{/1f
signal recovery. In one example implementation, said loga-
rithmic demodulator comprises two band-pass filters, one
allows the 2f signal to pass through, and the second one
allows the 11 signal to pass through. In a logarithmic-based
demodulator system, according to an embodiment of the
invention, the signals on the output of the two band-pass
filters are then applied into separate logarithmic amplifiers
(Log Amps) and differentiated employing a differential
amplifier. The inverse logarithm of the differential signal,
presented on the output of the anti-log amplifier, returns the
21711 signal. The logarithmic-based demodulator system is
intrinsically phase independent. Phase adjustment or extra
calculations are not required for phase compensation in a
preferred embodiment.

Compared to lock-in amplifiers, in one embodiment, the
logarithmic-based demodulator system requires a single
power supply, requires a reduced number of components, is
more compact, and is cost-effective. In one embodiment, the
logarithmic-based demodulator system results in a higher
dynamic range as compared to analog multiplier-based
circuits.

There may be several ways to build different elements
(103, 104, 114, 119, 126, 128, 130, 131, 133) of the lock-in
demodulator or Log-demodulator system. In one embodi-
ment, active or passive electronic components may be
employed to build these elements. In the case of using active
electronic components to build any of these elements, a
power source is needed to energize the active electronic
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parts. In the case of lock-in demodulator, some elements
such as multiplier elements require a differential power
source. The differential power source may be a 3-wire
source including 1 negative voltage, 1 positive voltage, and
1 ground wire.

Accordingly, a logarithmic-based demodulator system
embodiment may include: a first band-pass filter, where the
first band-pass filter is configured to receive and filter a
detector signal, and wherein the first band-pass filter has a
central frequency of 2f; a second band-pass filter, where the
second band-pass filter is configured to receive and filter the
detector signal, and wherein the second band-pass filter has
a central frequency of 1f; a first logarithmic amplifier (Log
Amp), wherein the first Log Amp is configured to apply the
filtered detector signal from the first band-pass filter; a
second Log Amp, wherein the second Log Amp is config-
ured to apply the filtered detector signal from the second
band-pass filter; a differential amplifier, where the differen-
tial amplifier is configured to subtract the applied signal
from the first Log Amp from the applied signal from the
second Log Amp; and an Anti-Log Amplifier, where the
Anti-Log Amplifier is configured to determine an inverse
logarithm of the subtracted signal from the differential
amplifier.

A logarithmic-based demodulation process embodiment
may include: filtering a detector signal at a first band-pass
filter, where the first band-pass filter has a central frequency
of 2f; filtering the detector signal at a second band-pass filter,
where the second band-pass filter has a central frequency of
11; applying the filtered detector signal from the first band-
pass filter to a first logarithmic amplifier (Log Amp); apply-
ing the filtered detector signal from the second first band-
pass filter to a second Log Amp; subtracting the applied
signal from the first Log Amp from the applied signal from
the second Log Amp by a differential amplifier; and deter-
mining an inverse logarithm of the subtracted signal from
the differential amplifier by an Anti-Log Amplifier.

Additional method embodiments may include: applying a
low-pass filter to the applied signal from the first Log Amp
and the applied signal from the second Log Amp.

Referring to the system in FIG. 1, the depicted circuit 100
extracts the 2f/11 signal from the optical detector signal 101,
requiring four 4-quadrant analog multipliers. The optical
detector signal 101 is mixed with a first oscillator 102, which
generates a cosine-wave signal with 2f frequency. A first
mixer 103 is a 4-quadrant analog multiplier. A mixer output
after a first low-pass filter 106 results in a real-component
107 of the 2f scan signal. The cut-off frequency of the first
low-pass filter 106 is designed to block the 4f frequency and
any frequencies above the 4f frequency.

The oscillator signal from the first oscillator 102 is
90-degree phase-shifted using a first phase shifter 104. The
signal is then multiplied into the detector signal 101 using a
first 4-quadrant analog multiplier 105. The mixer output
after a second low-pass filter 108 results in an imaginary-
component 109 of the 2f signal. The cut-off frequency of the
second low-pass filter 108 is designed to block the 4f
frequency and any frequencies above the 4f frequency.

The optical detector signal 101 is mixed with a second
oscillator 110, which generates a cosine-wave signal with 1
frequency. A second mixer 111 is a 4-quadrant analog
multiplier. The mixer output, after a third low-pass filter 114
results in the real-component 116 of the 1f scan signal. The
cut-off frequency of the third low-pass filter 114 is designed
to block the 2f frequency and any frequencies above that.

The oscillator signal of the second oscillator 110 is
90-degree phase-shifted using a second phase shifter 112.
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The signal is then multiplied into the detector signal 101
using a second 4-quadrant analog multiplier 113. The mixer
output after a fourth low-pass filter 115 results in the
imaginary-component 117 of the 1f signal. The cut-off
frequency of the fourth low-pass filter 115 is designed to
block the 4f frequency and any frequencies above the 4f
frequency.

Referring to the system in FIG. 2, the depicted circuit 200
calculates and divides the amplitude of the 2f signal and the
11 signal to achieve a desired 2/11 scan signal. To calculate
the amplitude of the 2f signal, the real-component of the 2f
signal 107 is squared using a third multiplier 118. The
imaginary-component of the 2f signal 109 is also squared
using a fourth multiplier 119.

The squared signals after summation by 120 are passed
through a first square root calculator 121 to result in an
amplitude of the 2f signal. To calculate the amplitude of the
11 signal, the real-component of the 1f signal 116 is squared
using a fifth multiplier 122. The imaginary-component of the
11 signal 117 is also squared using a sixth multiplier 123.
The squared signals after summation by 124 are passed
through a second square root calculator 125 to result in the
amplitude of the 11 signal. The amplitude signals are finally
divided by a divider 126 to result in the 2f/1f signal 127.

The depicted circuit 200 may require a differential power
supply to operate. In some embodiments, additional filter-
ing, biasing, and decoupling components may need to be
added to the depicted circuit 200. In some embodiments, the
depicted circuit 200 may have a large power consumption
and required board size due to the required components. In
addition, the dynamic range of the depicted circuit 200 may
be affected by the performance of the analog multipliers.

Referring to the system in FIG. 3A, the depicted circuit
300 is an example system implementing an embodiment of
the logarithmic demodulator for laser wavelength-modula-
tion spectroscopy, disclosed herein. The circuit 300 allows
for a phase-independent WMS technique with 2f/1f signal
recovery. In one example implementation, a detector signal
101 is passed through two band-pass filters 128, 130. The
first band-pass filter 128 has the central frequency of 2f and
the second band-pass filter 130 has the central frequency of
11f. The band-pass filtered signals 302, 304 are then applied
to a first Log Amp 129 and a second Log Amp 131. The first
band-pass filtered signal 302 is applied to a first Log Amp
129 and the second band-pass filtered signal 304 is applied
to the second Log Amp 131.

The output signals 306, 308 of the Log Amps 129, 131
present the logarithm of the input signal’s envelope. The
output signals 306, 308 of the first Log Amp 129 and the
second Log Amp 131, after an optional low-pass filtering,
are subtracted using a differential amplifier 132. The
optional low-pass filter may reduce the noise on the output
of the Log-Demod, improving the precision of the entire
system. The 21/1f signal 127 is achieved by calculating an
inverse logarithm of the differential signal 310, presented on
the output of the anti-log amplifier 133. In some embodi-
ments, the anti-log amplifier 133 may be replaced with a
processor in order to process the 21/1f signal 127 digitally
instead of analog.

The performance and functionality of Log Amps are not
influenced by the phase of the input signal. Hence, the
depicted circuit 300 is phase independent. In one embodi-
ment, the components of the depicted circuit 300 can be
implemented on a single power supply 301 without a need
for differential supply voltages. For a Log-demodulator
system, the electronic components that do not require dif-
ferential power source may be employed. These components
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may be powered using the single power supply 301. This
single power supply 301 may be a 2-wire source including
one positive voltage and one ground wire. The power supply
301 may be connected to one or multiple elements of the
lock-in demodulator or Log-demodulator system. Differen-
tial power supplies are larger, heavier, more complex, and
more costly compared to the single power supply 301. In
most cases, differential power supplies are made of two
single power supplies connected in series, which may
require double the electronic parts needed.

This structure of the depicted circuit 300, as compared to
lock-in amplifiers, may require a lower number of compo-
nents, may be more compact, and may be more cost-
effective. Furthermore, circuit 300 utilizing Log Amps
results in a higher dynamic range as compared to an analog
multiplier-based circuit.

In FIG. 3B, the depicted circuit 303 is an example
alternate system implementing an embodiment of the loga-
rithmic demodulator for laser wavelength-modulation spec-
troscopy, disclosed herein. The depicted circuit 303 in FIG.
3B is similar to the circuit 300 in FIG. 3A, except that the
first Log Amp (129, FIG. 3A) is replaced with a first peak
detector circuit 312 and the second Log Amp (131, FIG. 3A)
is replaced with a second peak detector circuit 314. In some
embodiments, the first peak detector circuit 312 and/or the
second peak detector circuit 314 may be amplitude detector
circuits or logarithm function converters.

Referring to FIG. 4, a high-level flowchart of a method
400 embodiment of the logarithmic demodulator for laser
wavelength-modulation spectroscopy disclosed herein is
depicted, according to one embodiment. The method 400
may include filtering a detector signal at a first band-pass
filter, where the first band-pass filter has a central frequency
of 21 (step 402). The method 400 may then include filtering
the detector signal at a second band-pass filter, where the
second band-pass filter has a central frequency of 1f (step
404).

The method 400 may then include applying the filtered
detector signal from the first band-pass filter to a first
logarithmic amplifier (Log Amp) (step 406). The method
400 may then include applying the filtered detector signal
from the second first band-pass filter to a second Log Amp
(step 408). In some embodiments, the method 400 may then
include optionally applying a low-pass filter to the applied
signal from the first Log Amp and the applied signal from
the second Log Amp (step 410).

The method 400 may then include subtracting the applied
signal from the first Log Amp from the applied signal from
the second Log Amp by a differential amplifier (step 412).
The method 400 may then include determining an inverse
logarithm of the subtracted signal from the differential
amplifier by an Anti-Log Amplifier (step 414). In some
embodiments, the first Log Amp and the second Log Amp
may be replaced with peak or amplitude detector circuits and
logarithm function converters.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a top-level functional
block diagram of a computing device embodiment 1600.
The example operating environment is shown as a comput-
ing device 1620 comprising a processor 1624, such as a
central processing unit (CPU), addressable memory 1627, an
external device interface 1626, e.g., an optional universal
serial bus port and related processing, and/or an Ethernet
port and related processing, and an optional user interface
1629, e.g., an array of status lights and one or more toggle
switches, and/or a display, and/or a keyboard and/or a
pointer-mouse system and/or a touch screen. Optionally, the
addressable memory may, for example, be: flash memory,
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eprom, and/or a disk drive or other hard drive. These
elements may be in communication with one another via a
data bus 1628. In some embodiments, via an operating
system 1625 such as one supporting a web browser 1623 and
applications 1622, the processor 1624 may be configured to
execute steps of a process establishing a communication
channel and processing according to the embodiments
described above.

System embodiments include computing devices such as
a server computing device, a buyer computing device, and a
seller computing device, each comprising a processor and
addressable memory and in electronic communication with
each other. The embodiments provide a server computing
device that may be configured to: register one or more buyer
computing devices and associate each buyer computing
device with a buyer profile; register one or more seller
computing devices and associate each seller computing
device with a seller profile; determine search results of one
or more registered buyer computing devices matching one or
more buyer criteria via a seller search component. The
service computing device may then transmit a message from
the registered seller computing device to a registered buyer
computing device from the determined search results and
provide access to the registered buyer computing device of
a property from the one or more properties of the registered
seller via a remote access component based on the trans-
mitted message and the associated buyer computing device;
and track movement of the registered buyer computing
device in the accessed property via a viewer tracking com-
ponent. Accordingly, the system may facilitate the tracking
of buyers by the system and sellers once they are on the
property and aid in the seller’s search for finding buyers for
their property. The figures described below provide more
details about the implementation of the devices and how
they may interact with each other using the disclosed
technology.

FIG. 6 is a high-level block diagram 1700 showing a
computing system comprising a computer system useful for
implementing an embodiment of the system and process,
disclosed herein. Embodiments of the system may be imple-
mented in different computing environments. The computer
system includes one or more processors 1702, and can
further include an electronic display device 1704 (e.g., for
displaying graphics, text, and other data), a main memory
1706 (e.g., random access memory (RAM)), storage device
1708, a removable storage device 1710 (e.g., removable
storage drive, a removable memory module, a magnetic tape
drive, an optical disk drive, a computer readable medium
having stored therein computer software and/or data), user
interface device 1711 (e.g., keyboard, touch screen, keypad,
pointing device), and a communication interface 1712 (e.g.,
modem, a network interface (such as an Ethernet card), a
communications port, or a PCMCIA slot and card). The
communication interface 1712 allows software and data to
be transferred between the computer system and external
devices. The system further includes a communications
infrastructure 1514 (e.g., a communications bus, cross-over
bar, or network) to which the aforementioned devices/
modules are connected as shown.

Information transferred via communications interface
1712 may be in the form of signals such as electronic,
electromagnetic, optical, or other signals capable of being
received by communications interface 1712, via a commu-
nication link 1716 that carries signals and may be imple-
mented using wire or cable, fiber optics, a phone line, a
cellular/mobile phone link, an radio frequency (RF) link,
and/or other communication channels. Computer program
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instructions representing the block diagram and/or flow-
charts herein may be loaded onto a computer, programmable
data processing apparatus, or processing devices to cause a
series of operations performed thereon to produce a com-
puter implemented process.

Embodiments have been described with reference to
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of methods,
apparatus (systems) and computer program products accord-
ing to embodiments. Each block of such illustrations/dia-
grams, or combinations thereof, can be implemented by
computer program instructions. The computer program
instructions when provided to a processor produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor, create means for implementing the functions/
operations specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram.
Each block in the flowchart/block diagrams may represent a
hardware and/or software module or logic, implementing
embodiments. In alternative implementations, the functions
noted in the blocks may occur out of the order noted in the
figures, concurrently, etc.

Computer programs (i.e., computer control logic) are
stored in main memory and/or secondary memory. Com-
puter programs may also be received via a communications
interface 1712. Such computer programs, when executed,
enable the computer system to perform the features of the
embodiments as discussed herein. In particular, the com-
puter programs, when executed, enable the processor and/or
multi-core processor to perform the features of the computer
system. Such computer programs represent controllers of the
computer system.

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram of an example system 1800
in which an embodiment may be implemented. The system
1800 includes one or more client devices 1801 such as
consumer electronics devices, connected to one or more
server computing systems 1830. A server 1830 includes a
bus 1802 or other communication mechanism for commu-
nicating information, and a processor (CPU) 1804 coupled
with the bus 1802 for processing information. The server
1830 also includes a main memory 1806, such as a random
access memory (RAM) or other dynamic storage device,
coupled to the bus 1802 for storing information and instruc-
tions to be executed by the processor 1804. The main
memory 1806 also may be used for storing temporary
variables or other intermediate information during execution
or instructions to be executed by the processor 1804. The
server computer system 1830 further includes a read only
memory (ROM) 1808 or other static storage device coupled
to the bus 1802 for storing static information and instruc-
tions for the processor 1804. A storage device 1810, such as
a magnetic disk or optical disk, is provided and coupled to
the bus 1802 for storing information and instructions. The
bus 1802 may contain, for example, thirty-two address lines
for addressing video memory or main memory 1806. The
bus 1802 can also include, for example, a 32-bit data bus for
transferring data between and among the components, such
as the CPU 1804, the main memory 1806, video memory
and the storage 1810. Alternatively, multiplex data/address
lines may be used instead of separate data and address lines.

The server 1830 may be coupled via the bus 1802 to a
display 1812 for displaying information to a computer user.
An input device 1814, including alphanumeric and other
keys, is coupled to the bus 1802 for communicating infor-
mation and command selections to the processor 1804.
Another type or user input device comprises cursor control
1816, such as a mouse, a trackball, or cursor direction keys
for communicating direction information and command
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selections to the processor 1804 and for controlling cursor
movement on the display 1812.

According to one embodiment, the functions are per-
formed by the processor 1804 executing one or more
sequences of one or more instructions contained in the main
memory 1806. Such instructions may be read into the main
memory 1806 from another computer-readable medium,
such as the storage device 1810. Execution of the sequences
of instructions contained in the main memory 1806 causes
the processor 1804 to perform the process steps described
herein. One or more processors in a multi-processing
arrangement may also be employed to execute the sequences
of instructions contained in the main memory 1806. In
alternative embodiments, hard-wired circuitry may be used
in place of or in combination with software instructions to
implement the embodiments. Thus, embodiments are not
limited to any specific combination of hardware circuitry
and software.

The terms “computer program medium,” “computer
usable medium,” “computer readable medium”, and “com-
puter program product,” are used to generally refer to media
such as main memory, secondary memory, removable stor-
age drive, a hard disk installed in hard disk drive, and
signals. These computer program products are means for
providing software to the computer system. The computer
readable medium allows the computer system to read data,
instructions, messages or message packets, and other com-
puter readable information from the computer readable
medium. The computer readable medium, for example, may
include non-volatile memory, such as a floppy disk, ROM,
flash memory, disk drive memory, a CD-ROM, and other
permanent storage. It is useful, for example, for transporting
information, such as data and computer instructions,
between computer systems. Furthermore, the computer
readable medium may comprise computer readable infor-
mation in a transitory state medium such as a network link
and/or a network interface, including a wired network or a
wireless network that allow a computer to read such com-
puter readable information. Computer programs (also called
computer control logic) are stored in main memory and/or
secondary memory. Computer programs may also be
received via a communications interface. Such computer
programs, when executed, enable the computer system to
perform the features of the embodiments as discussed
herein. In particular, the computer programs, when
executed, enable the processor multi-core processor to per-
form the features of the computer system. Accordingly, such
computer programs represent controllers of the computer
system.

Generally, the term “computer-readable medium” as used
herein refers to any medium that participated in providing
instructions to the processor 1804 for execution. Such a
medium may take many forms, including but not limited to,
non-volatile media, volatile media, and transmission media.
Non-volatile media includes, for example, optical or mag-
netic disks, such as the storage device 1810. Volatile media
includes dynamic memory, such as the main memory 1806.
Transmission media includes coaxial cables, copper wire
and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise the bus
1802. Transmission media can also take the form of acoustic
or light waves, such as those generated during radio wave
and infrared data communications.

Common forms of computer-readable media include, for
example, a floppy disk, a flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic
tape, or any other magnetic medium, a CD-ROM, any other
optical medium, punch cards, paper tape, any other physical
medium with patterns of holes, a RAM, a PROM, an
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EPROM, a FLASH-EPROM, any other memory chip or
cartridge, a carrier wave as described hereinafter, or any
other medium from which a computer can read.

Various forms of computer readable media may be
involved in carrying one or more sequences of one or more
instructions to the processor 1804 for execution. For
example, the instructions may initially be carried on a
magnetic disk of a remote computer. The remote computer
can load the instructions into its dynamic memory and send
the instructions over a telephone line using a modem. A
modem local to the server 1830 can receive the data on the
telephone line and use an infrared transmitter to convert the
data to an infrared signal. An infrared detector coupled to the
bus 1802 can receive the data carried in the infrared signal
and place the data on the bus 1802. The bus 1802 carries the
data to the main memory 1806, from which the processor
1804 retrieves and executes the instructions. The instruc-
tions received from the main memory 1806 may optionally
be stored on the storage device 1810 either before or after
execution by the processor 1804.

The server 1830 also includes a communication interface
1818 coupled to the bus 1802. The communication interface
1818 provides a two-way data communication coupling to a
network link 1820 that is connected to the world wide packet
data communication network now commonly referred to as
the Internet 1828. The Internet 1828 uses electrical, elec-
tromagnetic or optical signals that carry digital data streams.
The signals through the various networks and the signals on
the network link 1820 and through the communication
interface 1818, which carry the digital data to and from the
server 1830, are exemplary forms or carrier waves trans-
porting the information.

In another embodiment of the server 1830, interface 1818
is connected to a network 1822 via a communication link
1820. For example, the communication interface 1818 may
be an integrated services digital network (ISDN) card or a
modem to provide a data communication connection to a
corresponding type of telephone line, which can comprise
part of the network link 1820. As another example, the
communication interface 1818 may be a local area network
(LAN) card to provide a data communication connection to
a compatible LAN. Wireless links may also be implemented.
In any such implementation, the communication interface
1818 sends and receives electrical electromagnetic or optical
signals that carry digital data streams representing various
types of information.

The network link 1820 typically provides data commu-
nication through one or more networks to other data devices.
For example, the network link 1820 may provide a connec-
tion through the local network 1822 to a host computer 1824
or to data equipment operated by an Internet Service Pro-
vider (ISP). The ISP in turn provides data communication
services through the Internet 1828. The local network 1822
and the Internet 1828 both use electrical, electromagnetic or
optical signals that carry digital data streams. The signals
through the various networks and the signals on the network
link 1820 and through the communication interface 1818,
which carry the digital data to and from the server 1830, are
exemplary forms or carrier waves transporting the informa-
tion.

The server 1830 can send/receive messages and data,
including e-mail, program code, through the network, the
network link 1820 and the communication interface 1818.
Further, the communication interface 1818 can comprise a
USB/Tuner and the network link 1820 may be an antenna or
cable for connecting the server 1830 to a cable provider,
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satellite provider or other terrestrial transmission system for
receiving messages, data and program code from another
source.

The example versions of the embodiments described
herein may be implemented as logical operations in a
distributed processing system such as the system 1800
including the servers 1830. The logical operations of the
embodiments may be implemented as a sequence of steps
executing in the server 1830, and as interconnected machine
modules within the system 1800. The implementation is a
matter of choice and can depend on performance of the
system 1800 implementing the embodiments. As such, the
logical operations constituting said example versions of the
embodiments are referred to for e.g., as operations, steps or
modules.

Similar to a server 1830 described above, a client device
1801 can include a processor, memory, storage device,
display, input device and communication interface (e.g.,
e-mail interface) for connecting the client device to the
Internet 1828, the ISP, or LAN 1822, for communication
with the servers 1830.

The system 1800 can further include computers (e.g.,
personal computers, computing nodes) 1805 operating in the
same manner as client devices 1801, where a user can utilize
one or more computers 1805 to manage data in the server
1830.

Referring now to FIG. 8, illustrative cloud computing
environment 50 is depicted. As shown, cloud computing
environment 50 comprises one or more cloud computing
nodes 10 with which local computing devices used by cloud
consumers, such as, for example, personal digital assistant
(PDA), smartphone, smart watch, set-top box, video game
system, tablet, mobile computing device, or cellular tele-
phone 54A, desktop computer 54B, laptop computer 54C,
and/or unmanned aerial system (UAS) 54N may communi-
cate. Nodes 10 may communicate with one another. They
may be grouped (not shown) physically or virtually, in one
or more networks, such as Private, Community, Public, or
Hybrid clouds as described hereinabove, or a combination
thereof. This allows cloud computing environment 50 to
offer infrastructure, platforms and/or software as services for
which a cloud consumer does not need to maintain resources
on a local computing device. It is understood that the types
of computing devices 54A-N shown in FIG. 8 are intended
to be illustrative only and that computing nodes 10 and cloud
computing environment 50 can communicate with any type
of computerized device over any type of network and/or
network addressable connection (e.g., using a web browser).

FIG. 9 depicts a system 2000 for detecting trace gasses,
according to one embodiment. The system may include one
or more trace gas sensors located in one or more vehicles
2002, 2004, 2006, 2010. The one or more trace gas sensors
may detect elevated trace gas concentrations from one or
more potential gas sources 2020, 2022, such as a holding
tank, pipeline, or the like. The potential gas sources 2020,
2022 may be part of a large facility, a small facility, or any
location. The potential gas sources 2020, 2022 may be
clustered and/or disposed distal from one another. The one
or more trace gas sensors may be used to detect and quantify
leaks of toxic gases, e.g., hydrogen disulfide, or environ-
mentally damaging gases, e.g., methane, sulfur dioxide) in a
variety of industrial and environmental contexts. Detection
and quantification of these leaks are of interest to a variety
of industrial operations, such as oil and gas, chemical
production, and painting. Detection and quantification of
leaks is also of value to environmental regulators for assess-
ing compliance and for mitigating environmental and safety
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risks. In some embodiments, the at least one trace gas sensor
may be configured to detect methane. In other embodiments,
the at least one trace gas sensor may be configured to detect
sulfur oxide, such as SO, SO2, SO3, S702, S602, S202,
and the like. A trace gas leak 2024 may be present in a
potential gas source 2020. The one or more trace gas sensors
may be used to identify the trace gas leak 2024 and/or the
source 2020 of the trace gas leak 2024 so that corrective
action may be taken.

The one or more vehicles 2002, 2004, 2006, 2010 may
include an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) 2002, an aerial
vehicle 2004, a handheld device 2006, and a ground vehicle
2010. In some embodiments, the UAV 2002 may be a
quadcopter or other device capable of hovering, making
sharp turns, and the like. In other embodiments, the UAV
2002 may be a winged aerial vehicle capable of extended
flight time between missions. The UAV 2002 may be
autonomous or semi-autonomous in some embodiments. In
other embodiments, the UAV 2002 may be manually con-
trolled by a user. The aerial vehicle 2004 may be a manned
vehicle in some embodiments. The handheld device 2006
may be any device having one or more trace gas sensors
operated by a user 2008. In one embodiment, the handheld
device 2006 may have an extension for keeping the one or
more trace gas sensors at a distance from the user 2008. The
ground vehicle 2010 may have wheels, tracks, and/or treads
in one embodiment. In other embodiments, the ground
vehicle 2010 may be a legged robot. In some embodiments,
the ground vehicle 2010 may be used as a base station for
one or more UAVs 2002. In some embodiments, one or more
aerial devices, such as the UAV 2002, a balloon, or the like,
may be tethered to the ground vehicle 2010. In some
embodiments, one or more trace gas sensors may be located
in one or more stationary monitoring devices 2026. The one
or more stationary monitoring devices may be located
proximate one or more potential gas sources 2020, 2022. In
some embodiments, the one or more stationary monitoring
devices may be relocated.

The one or more vehicles 2002, 2004, 2006, 2010 and/or
stationary monitoring devices 2026 may transmit data
including trace gas data to a ground control station (GCS)
2012. The GCS may include a display 2014 for displaying
the trace gas concentrations to a GCS user 2016. The GCS
user 2016 may be able to take corrective action if a gas leak
2024 is detected, such as by ordering a repair of the source
2020 of the trace gas leak. The GCS user 2016 may be able
to control movement of the one or more vehicles 2002, 2004,
2006, 2010 in order to confirm a presence of a trace gas leak
in some embodiments.

In some embodiments, the GCS 2012 may transmit data
to a cloud server 2018. In some embodiments, the cloud
server 2018 may perform additional processing on the data.
In some embodiments, the cloud server 2018 may provide
third party data to the GCS 2012, such as wind speed,
temperature, pressure, weather data, or the like.

FIG. 10 depicts detector signals at varying stages of
processing, according to one embodiment. A raw detector
signal 1000 shows the signal plotted over Time (s) and
Transmitted intensity (V). The raw detector signal 1000 may
correspond to the signal (101, FIGS. 1 and 3A-3B). The raw
detector signal 1000 is for a laser being scanned at a specific
frequency, such as 800 Hz, and modulated at another fre-
quency, such as 100 kHz, with an amplitude of three
wavenumbers. A demodulated 1f signal 1002 shows the
signal plotted over Time and Intensity. A demodulated 2f
signal 1004 shows the signal plotted over Time and Inten-
sity. A 2/1f signal 1006 shows the signal plotted over Time
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and Intensity. The 2f/1f signal 1006 shows the 2f signal
normalized by the 1f signal via dot product of the 2f signal
by the inverse of the 1f signal. In some embodiments, the
21711 signal 1006 may divide each 2f index by the same 1f
index. A 2f/1f demodulated signal 1008 shows the signal
plotted over Time and Intensity. The 2f/1f demodulated
signal 1008 may correspond to the 2f/1f signal (127, FIGS.
3A-3B).

FIGS. 11A-11H depict high-level flowcharts of systems
for signal processing performed in analog and/or digital,
according to one embodiment. Analog processing is shown
through elements contained within longer dashed lines.
Digital processing is shown through elements contained
within shorter dashed lines. In a preferred embodiment, all
of' the signal processing, up to the concentration calculation,
may be performed in analog. Maintaining the signal pro-
cessing in analog may require less processing power in some
embodiments.

A detector signal 1100 may correspond to the signal (101,
FIGS. 1 and 3A-3B). An analog bandpass filter or lock-in
amplifier tuned to 2f 1102 receives the detector signal 1100.
2f is the second harmonic, which is the modulation fre-
quency. A first log base b amplifier 1106 receives the
processed signal from the analog bandpass filter or lock-in
amplifier tuned to 2f 1102. The first log base b amplifier
1106 outputs a 2f log demodulation signal 1110.

An analog bandpass filter or lock-in amplifier tuned to 1f
1104 also receives the detector signal 1100. 1f is the first
harmonic, which is the modulation frequency. A second log
base b amplifier 1108 receives the processed signal from the
analog bandpass filter or lock-in amplifier tuned to 1f 1104.
The second log base b amplifier 1108 outputs a 1f log
demodulation signal 1112.

A differential amplifier 1114 subtracts the 2f log demodu-
lation signal 1110 and the 1f log demodulation signal 1112
to output a 21/1f log demodulation signal 1116. The 2{/1flog
demodulation signal 1116 is processed by b* 1118 where X
is the input signal and b is the base of a log amplifier. The
output signal 1120 of b* is a 2f/1f log demodulation signal.

FIG. 12 depicts a method 1200 for determining a species
concentration, according to one embodiment. A y species
concentration 1202, 1204 is shown on the 2f/1f log demodu-
lation signal for two samples, sample 1 and sample 2. The
species concentration may be determined using x=y*a+b.
Where x is species concentration, y is the signal measure-
ment at the peak wavelength (in this case a function of time
due to scanning of laser current), and a and b are scalars
determined through a calibration process.

FIG. 13 depicts another method 1300 for determining a
species concentration, according to one embodiment. One or
more measurements 1302, 1304, 1306, 1308, 1310 of the
intensity over times for the two samples may be used to
determine a species concentration by using these one or
more measurements 1302, 1304, 1306, 1308, 1310 in a
look-up table.

FIG. 14 depicts another method 1400 for determining a
species concentration, according to one embodiment. The
method 1400 may use a nonlinear regression and high-
resolution transmission molecular absorption (HITRAN)
database on each sample to determine species concentration
given temperature and pressure—or assume a fixed tem-
perature and pressure, such as standard temperature and
pressure.

FIG. 15 depicts a graph 1500 showing a linearity between
peak 2f/1f measured signal and species concentration,
according to one embodiment.
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It is contemplated that various combinations and/or sub-
combinations of the specific features and aspects of the
above embodiments may be made and still fall within the
scope of the invention. Accordingly, it should be understood
that various features and aspects of the disclosed embodi-
ments may be combined with or substituted for one another
in order to form varying modes of the disclosed invention.
Further, it is intended that the scope of the present invention
herein disclosed by way of examples should not be limited
by the particular disclosed embodiments described above.

What is claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a first filter, wherein the first filter has a central frequency
of nf which is a harmonic of frequency f, and wherein
the first filter is configured to receive and filter an
analog signal to generate a first filtered analog signal;

a second filter, wherein the second filter has a central
frequency of f, wherein the second filter is configured
to receive and filter the analog signal, to generate a
second filtered analog signal;

a first demodulation converter configured to convert the
first filtered analog signal to a first demodulated signal;

a second demodulation converter configured to convert
the second filtered analog signal to a second demodu-
lated signal; and

a differentiator configured to subtract the first demodu-
lated signal from the second demodulated signal to
generate a differential signal.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

an inverse converter configured to determine an inverse
demodulation of the differential signal to return an nf/1f
signal.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the first filter is a first
band-pass filter, wherein the second filter is a second band-
pass filter, and wherein the analog signal is a detector signal.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the first band-pass filter
has a central frequency of one of an integer order harmonic
frequency greater than two.

5. The system of claim 1, further comprising a single
power supply, wherein the single power supply does not
comprise differential supply voltages.

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising:

a first low-pass filter, wherein the first low-pass filter
applies a low-pass filter to the first demodulated signal
from the first demodulation converter; and

a second low-pass filter, wherein the second low-pass
filter applies a low-pass filter to the second demodu-
lated signal from the second demodulation converter.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the analog signal is at
least one of: an optical detector signal and a photo detector
signal, and wherein the analog signal comprises a measure-
ment of gas absorption.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the first demodulation
converter is a first logarithmic amplifier, and wherein the
second demodulation converter is a second logarithmic
amplifier.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the first demodulation
converter is a first peak detector, and wherein the second
demodulation converter is a second peak detector.

10. A method comprising:

filtering an analog signal at a first filter, wherein the first
filter has a central frequency of of which is a harmonic
of frequency f;

generate a first filtered analog signal from the filtered
analog signal at the first band-pass filter;

filtering the analog signal at a second filter wherein the
second filter has a central frequency of f;
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generate a second filtered analog signal from the filtered
analog signal at the first band-pass filter;

convert the first filtered analog signal to a first demodu-
lated signal by a first demodulation converter;

applying the second filtered analog signal to a second
demodulated signal by a second demodulation con-
verter; and

generate a differential signal by subtracting the first
demodulated signal from the second demodulated sig-
nal by a differentiator.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

determining an inverse demodulation of the differential
signal to return an nf/1f signal.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the first filter is a
first band-pass filter, wherein the second filter is a second
band-pass filter, and wherein the analog signal is a detector
signal.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

powering, via a single power supply, a circuit comprising
the first band-pass filter, the second band-pass filter, the
first demodulation converter, the second demodulation
converter, and the differentiator, wherein the single
power supply does not comprise differential supply
voltages.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising

applying a low-pass filter to the first applied signal from
the first demodulation converter; and

applying a low-pass filter to the second applied signal
from the second demodulation converter.

15. The method of claim 10, wherein the determined
inverse logarithm is not influenced by a phase of the analog
signal.

16. A system comprising:

a first band-pass filter, wherein the first band-pass filter is
configured to receive and filter a detector signal, and
wherein the first band-pass filter has a central frequency
of nf which is a harmonic of frequency f;

a second band-pass filter, wherein the second band-pass
filter is configured to receive and filter the detector
signal, and wherein the second band-pass filter has a
central frequency of f;

a first demodulation converter, wherein the first demodu-
lation converter is configured to apply the filtered
detector signal from the first band-pass filter;

a second demodulation converter, wherein the second
demodulation converter is configured to apply the
filtered detector signal from the second band-pass filter;
and

a differentiator, wherein the differentor is configured to
subtract the applied signal from the first demodulation
converter from the applied signal from the second
demodulation converter.

17. The system of claim 16, further comprising:

an inverse converter configured to determine an inverse
demodulation of the subtracted signal to return an nf/1f
signal.

18. The system of claim 16, further comprising:

a first low-pass filter applied to the first applied signal
from the first demodulation converter; and

a second low-pass filter applied to the second applied
signal from the second demodulation converter.

19. The system of claim 16, wherein the detector signal is

at least one of: an optical detector signal and a single signal.

20. The system of claim 16, wherein the detector signal
comprises at least one of: a tunable diode laser being
scanned at a specific frequency and modulated at another
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frequency with an amplitude of three wavenumbers and a
measurement of gas absorption.
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