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LURE CONTAINERS

RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application corresponds to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No.
62/849,553 entitled “LURE CONTAINERS,” filed May 17, 2019.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to fishing equipment, and particularly to containers

that can enclose fishing hooks and lures.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

[0003] Sport and recreational fishing equipment often includes rod and reel fishing sets
with an assortment of natural and artificial fishing baits and lures. Artificial fishing lures are
beneficial as they can be reused to catch multiple fish. Fishing lures come in a variety of styles,
including spinnerbait, crankbait, spoons, jigs, and buzzbait lures. Each of these types of artificial
fishing lures typically comprises at least one exposed barbed hook, which can present a hazard to
anyone in the vicinity if not properly handled. Thus, improvements to safety and usability of

fishing equipment continue to benefit anglers of all kinds.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] New and useful apparatuses for enclosing fishing lures and hooks are set forth in
the appended claims. Illustrative embodiments are also provided to enable a person skilled in the
art to make and uvse the claimed subject matter.

[0005] Exemplary protective apparatuses may enclose fishing hooks on a line, serving as
a protective guard and preventing the one or more sharp, and possibly barbed, fishing hooks from
becoming entangled in fishing lines and other associated fishing equipment. The protective
enclosures may also prevent hooks associated with a lure from catching on and tearing exposed
flesh. The exemplary lure containers may also be capable of being secured to other equipment,
such as a guide loop of a fishing rod, and may be operated with one hand.

[0006] For example, in some embodiments, a container may be fabricated from a
polycarbonate material as an elongated cylinder with a rounded, solid closed end. An eye-hook
may be molded to the closed end, and a lid or cap with an elongated slot from the edge of the cap
to the center of the cap may be coupled to the opposite end. In some embodiments, the slot may
be a V-notch to prevent hooks or lures from protruding through the cap. In some embodiments,
the cap may be coupled to the opposite end with a hinge, and may have a snap-type fitting
configured to engage the cylinder. The cylinder may be fabricated in a variety of sizes to
accommodate varied sizes of hooks and lures. Some embodiments of the container may comprise
a hollow cylinder, without hinges or fasteners. A snap-type or single-hinged cap can allow a hook
or lure to be put into the container. The eye-hook can be sized to allow easy fastening to a reel,
rod, or other gear.

[0007] In some examples, a flat side on the cylinder may allow a molded, fixed hinge to
connect the cylinder to the cap. The molded hinge may be flexible, allowing the cap to open fully
while still attached. An over-sized rim on the cap can allow the cap to be opened with a thumb or
finger. The eye-hook can be oriented ninety degrees out from the flat side.

[0008] More generally, a container for protecting a fishing lure may include a body, a cap,
and a hinge. The body may include a side wall defining a cavity having a longitudinal axis, a first
end defining an opening transverse to the longitudinal axis, and a second end opposite the first
end. The cap may be configured to be disposed over the opening to secure the fishing hook in the

cavity. The cap may additionally include a slot, which may be configured to receive a fishing line.
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The hinge may couple the cap to the body proximate the opening, and may have an axis of rotation
that is orthogonal to the longitudinal axis. In some embodiments, the side wall may have at least
one flat surface, the cap may have at least one straight edge aligned with the flat surface, and the
hinge may couple the straight edge to the flat surface. The container may also include a latch
positioned on the second end. The container may further include a hitch and catch configured to
engage with each other to secure the cap to the body of the container. For example, the container
may include a groove formed on an interior surface of the side wall proximate the first end, and
may also include a protrusion on an interior surface of the cap that is configured to interface with
the groove under a lip of the first end of the body.

[0009] In additional embodiments, a fishing lure enclosure may include a container, a lid,
and a latch. The container may have an open end and a closed end. The lid may be movably
attached to the container proximate the open end and may be operable to enclose the open end.
The latch may be positioned on the container proximate to the closed end. In some embodiments,
the lid may further include an opening adapted to allow the fishing line to pass through the lid. In
some embodiments, the closed end may be hemispherical.

[0010] In some further embodiments, a container for a fishing hook or lure on a line may
include a cylinder forming a compartment, a catch formed on the cylinder, a circular cap, and a
latch. The cylinder may have an open end and a closed end, wherein the closed end is
hemispherical. The catch may be formed on the cylinder at the open end, and the circular cap may
be hingedly attached to the cylinder at the open end. The circular cap may include a hitch
configured to releasably couple with the catch. The latch may be attached to the closed end of the
cylinder. The circular cap may further include a slot extending from a center of the circular cap to
an edge of the circular cap.

[0011] In some further embodiments, a container for a fishing hook on a line may include
abody, a cap, and alatch. The body may include a side wall defining a cavity having a longitudinal
axis, a first open end, and a second closed end. The cap may be coupled to the first open end of
the body. The cap may be configured to be disposed over the first open end to secure the fishing
hook in the cavity. The latch may extend from the second closed end.

[0012] Objectives, advantages, and a preferred mode of making and using the claimed
subject matter may be understood best by reference to the accompanying drawings in conjunction

with the following detailed description of the illustrative embodiments.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] Throughout the several views, like elements may be referenced using like reference
numbers. The elements in the figures are not drawn to scale, and some dimensions may be
exaggerated for clarity.

[0014] Figure 1 is an isometric view of an example container that may be used for
enclosing a fishing hook, according to some example embodiments;

[0015] Figure 2 is a side view of the container of Figure 1 in an open configuration with a
fishing lure;

[0016] Figure 3 is a side view of the container of Figure 1 in a closed configuration;

[0017] Figure 4 is an isometric view of the container of Figure 1 shown in conjunction
with an example fishing rod;

[0018] Figure 5 is an isometric view of another example of a container that may be used
to enclose a fishing hook, according to another example embodiment;

[0019] Figure 6 is a top view of the container of Figure 5, showing additional details
according to some embodiments;

[0020] Figure 7 is a bottom view of the container of Figure 5, showing additional details
according to some embodiments;

[0021] Figure 8 is a side view of the container of Figure 5, illustrating some additional
features according to some embodiments;

[0022] Figure 9 is another isometric view of the container of Figure 5;

[0023] Figure 10 is an isometric view of another example of a container that may be used
to enclose a fishing hook, according to another example embodiment;

[0024] Figure 11 is a top view of the container of Figure 10, showing additional details
according to some embodiments;

[0025] Figure 12 is a bottom view of the container of Figure 10, showing additional details
according to some embodiments;

[0026] Figure 13 is a side view of the container of Figure 10, illustrating some additional
features according to some embodiments;

[0027] Figure 14 is another isometric view of the container of Figure 10;
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[0028] Figure 15 is a top view of the container of Figure 10 in an open configuration,
showing additional details according to some embodiments;

[0029] Figure 16 is a cross-section view of the container of Figure 15 taken along line 16-
16;

[0030] Figure 17 is a detail view of the container of Figure 16; and

[0031] Figure 18 is a detail view of the container of Figure 16.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0032] The following description of example embodiments provides information that
enables a person skilled in the art to make and use the subject matter set forth in the appended
claims, but it may omit certain details already well-known in the art. The following detailed
description is, therefore, to be taken as illustrative and not limiting.

[0033] Figure 1 is an isometric view of an example of a container 100 that can be used to
enclose and/or store fishing hooks, including fishing hooks on a line, and any associated lure. The
container 100 comprises a body 105, which may be formed by a side wall 110, a first end 115, and
a second end 120 opposite the first end 115. The first end 115 may be open to a compartment or
cavity, such as a cavity 125, within the body 105. For example, the first end 115 may define an
opening that is transverse to a longitudinal axis 127 of the cavity 125. The second end 120 may
be closed. The side wall 110 may also have indentations or other features to facilitate an ergonomic
grip.

[0034] Asillustrated in the example of Figure 1, the side wall 110 may form a right circular
hollow cylinder in some embodiments. More generally, the side wall 110 may have a variety of
geometric sections, including most polygonal and elliptical sections. For example, the side wall
110 may be a hollow cylinder or a hollow prism in some embodiments. The dimensions of the
side wall 110 may vary to provide an ergonomic grip. For example, the side wall 110 may be
characterized by a length L between the first end 115 and the second end 120. In some
embodiments, the length L may be between approximately 2 inches (approximately 50.8
millimeters) and approximately 8 inches (approximately 203.2 millimeters). For example, in some
instances, the length L of the side wall 110 may be approximately 4 inches (approximately 101.6

millimeters), while in some other instances, the length L may be smaller at approximately 2.5
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inches (approximately 63.5 millimeters) or larger at approximately 7 inches (approximately 177.8
millimeters). The dimensions of the cavity 125 may also be varied to accommodate varying sizes
of hooks and lures. For example, the cavity 125 may be characterized by a width W1, which may
be between approximately 1 inch (approximately 25.4 millimeters) and approximately 2 inches
(approximately 50.4 millimeters) in some embodiments. In some particular instances, the width
W of the cavity 125 may be approximately 1.5 inches (approximately 38.1 millimeters). In other
examples, the cavity 125 may be characterized by more than one dimension, such as a depth, which
may not be equal to the width W;. The body 105 of the container 100 may be constructed such
that the interior surfaces of the side wall 110, first end 115, and second end 120 forming the cavity
125 have substantially or entirely smooth surfaces, which can significantly reduce or eliminate
snagging or catching a hook or lure.

[0035] As illustrated in the example of Figure 1, the first end 115 may have an annular
face or rim that defines an opening and exposes the cavity 125 within the body 105. The annular
face may be orthogonal to the longitudinal axis 127 of the cavity 125 or side wall 110 of the body
105 in some examples. In some embodiments, the first end 115 may have a circular opening
corresponding to a circumference of the side wall 110 of the container 100. In other embodiments,
the opening of the first end 115 may be an alternative shape that corresponds to a section of the
side wall 110.

[0036] The second end 120 may have a hemispherical surface in some embodiments. The
hemispherical surface of the second end 120 provides an aesthetically pleasing shape to the
container 100. More generally, the second end 120 may comprise a polyhedron surface, including
triangular-peaked or pyramidal, flat or disc-shaped, among others. In some examples, the second
end 120 may be fabricated with an integral closure; in other examples, a removable cap may close
the second end 120. Additionally, or alternatively, some embodiments of the second end 120 may
have a closure with one or more perforations or may be a mesh.

[0037] The container 100 may further comprise means for securing the body 105. For
example, a latch 130 may be positioned or attached on or adjacent to the second end 120 of the
body 105 for securing the body 105. The latch 130 may be a hook having a blunt tip, and in some
embodiments, the latch 130 may be an eye hook. Other suitable latches may include a clip,
carabiner, or magnet, for example. The curvature of the latch 130 may be such that the latch 130

is suitable for securing the body 105 to a ring or loop on a fishing rod. In some embodiments, the
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latch 130 may be rigidly coupled to the body 105. For example, the latch 130 may be formed
integrally with the body 105 of the container 100, such as by molding the body 105 and latch 130
as a single structure. In alternative embodiments, the latch 130 may be formed separately from
the body 105 of the container 100, and may then be rigidly affixed to the second end 120 of the
body 105. In some embodiments, the latch 130 may operate as a fixed structure, while in additional
or alternative embodiments, the latch 130 may include an attachment mechanism that allows it to
rotate or swivel with respect to the body 105 of the container 100. In yet other examples, the
means for securing the body 105 may comprise a ring, loop, keeper, or other fastener configured
to receive a latch. For example, a closed loop may be coupled to the second end 120, and a
carabiner may be attached to the closed loop.

[0038] The container 100 may also comprise a lid or cap for enclosing the first end 115 of
the body 105. As illustrated in Figure 1, for example, a cap 135 may be tethered to the body 105
at or near the first end 115. In some embodiments, the cap 135 may be a snap-on cap, which may
snap onto the first end 115 of the body 105 of the container 100. Alternatively, the cap 135 may
form a friction or interference fit with the first end 115 of the body 105. The cap 135 may comprise
a variety of shapes, such as a circular disc, a dome, a pyramid, a prism, among other shapes.

[0039] In some embodiments, the cap 135 may be attached to the body 105 by a hinge 140
proximate to the firstend 115. For example, the hinge 140 may be a flexible strip capable of elastic
deformation. Other suitable types of hinges may include a springe hinge, a barrel hinge, a pivot
hinge, or a strap hinge.

[0040] As illustrated in Figure 1, the container 100 may also include a closing mechanism
for securing the cap 135 to the body 105 over the first end 115 if the cap 135 is in a closed position.
In some embodiments, the closing mechanism may comprise a hitch 145 that is configured to
releasably couple with a portion or feature of the body 105, such as catch at or proximate to the
first end 115. For example, the hitch 145 may be a clip and may be positioned at or near an edge
155 of the cap 135, and the catch may be in the form of a ridge 150 on the body 105 of the container
100 at or near the first end 115. For example, the hitch 145 may be formed so as to have a
protrusion 147 near its tip that protrudes from the hitch 145 and extends around or below the ridge
150 on the outside of the body 105. In some additional embodiments, the hitch 145 may be a clip,
and the catch may be in the form of an opening or recess in the body 105. Alternatively, the hitch

145 may be positioned on the cap 135 so as to be positioned within the first end 115 when the cap
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135 is in a closed position. In such instances, the protrusion 147 of the hitch 145 may protrude
through the catch towards the outside of the first end 115. In some further embodiments, the cap
135 may enclose the first end 115 of the body 105 through an interference or friction fit. For
example, the cap 135 may be formed so as to include a lip around the edge 155 for fitting within a
perimeter or circumference of the first end 115 of the body 105. Other additional or alternative
means for securing the cap 135 to the first end 115 of the body 105 may also be used, and may
include hook-and-loop fasteners, button or snap fasteners, magnetic fasteners, or any other type of
securing means suitable for releasing with one hand.

[0041] The cap 135 may include an opening, such as a slot 160 having an open end, which
may be configured so as to allow for the passage of a thread or string, such as a fishing line. In
some embodiments, the slot 160 may extend from a center portion of the cap 135 away from the
hinge 140 to the edge 155 of the cap 135. The dimensions of the slot 160 may vary depending on
the particular size and shape of the body 105 and cap 135 of the container 100. For example, in
some embodiments the cap 135 may be circular, and the slot 160 may have a length approximately
equal to the radius of the cap 135. The width of the slot 160 may also vary, but should be of a
sufficient width to allow a fishing line to slide freely through the slot 160 without causing
significant friction or abrasion. For example, the slot 160 may have a width of between about 1/8
inch (about 3.175 millimeters) and about 1/2 inch (about 12.7 millimeters).

[0042] The container 100 and its components may be constructed or formed using a variety
of different techniques. For example, the container 100 may be constructed as a single structure
or be constructed from multiple pieces that are then affixed together, such as through bonding. In
some embodiments, the container 100 is formed as a single structure using one or more molding
techniques, such as injection molding. For example, the body 105, latch 130, cap 135, and hinge
140 of Figure 1 may be formed as one structure. In other embodiments, one or more of the body
105, the latch 130, and the cap 135 may be constructed as separate pieces and subsequently bonded
together. In some additional instances, one or more of the individual components of the container
100 may also be constructed as separate pieces and then formed together. For example, the body
105 may be initially formed as separate pieces, with a majority of the body 105 formed as a
cylinder and a section of the body 105 at the second end 120 being formed separately in a
hemispherical shape and subsequently affixed to the cylindrical portion of the body 105. In some
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examples, the body 105 may be fabricated without hinges or fasteners, which can significantly
reduce fabrication complexity and cost.

[0043] The container 100 and its various components may be made or constructed from a
variety of materials. In some embodiments, the container 100 may be constructed from a single,
polycarbonate material. Example materials for constructing the container 100 may include, for
example, injection-molding plastics, polycarbonate (PC), polypropylene (PP), low-density
polypropylene (LDPE) or any other known plastics material that may be suitable. In some
additional or alternative embodiments, one or more of the components of the container 100, such
as the body 105, the latch 130, and/or the cap 135, may be made from a different material than
other components. The container 100 may also be constructed in a variety of sizes and shapes to
accommodate different sizes and shapes of fishing lures and hooks, as well as different
configurations of fishing rods. In some embodiments, some or all of the container 100 may be
transparent, semi-transparent, or translucent to permit viewing any contents, such as a fishing lure,
in the container 100.

[0044] Figure 2 is a side view of the container 100 of Figure 1 with the cap 135 in an open
position. As illustrated in the example of Figure 2, the cap 135 may be configured to pivot or
rotate away from the first end 115. For example, the cap 135 may be configured to rotate about
the hinge 140. In some examples, the hinge 140 may have an axis of rotation 200 that is orthogonal
to the longitudinal axis 127 of the cavity 125. For example, the slot 160 may have an open end at
the edge 155 that is opposite the hinge 140. In more particular embodiments, the hinge 140 may
be coupled to the cap 135 opposite an open end of the slot 160. Additionally, or alternatively, the
axis of rotation 200 may be substantially aligned with or lie substantially within the plane of the
first end 115.

[0045] In some embodiments, the hitch 145 can be released from the ridge 150, and the
cap 135 can be separated from the first end 115 to expose the cavity 125 within the body 105. For
example, a single hand can grasp the container 100, and a thumb can release the hitch 145 from
the ridge 150 in order to separate the cap 135 from the first end 115 of the body 105. The hinge
140 can retain the cap 135 in close proximity to the first end 115 of the body 105. With the cap
135 in the open position, a fishing lure 205 with one or more hooks 210 may be placed into and/or
removed from the cavity 125 within the body 105. The body 105 can then be moved towards the
fishing lure 205, which may be connected to a line or string, such as a fishing line 215. The fishing
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lure 205 may pass into the cavity 125 within the body 105 through the first end 115 of the container
100.

[0046] Figure 3 is a side view of the container 100 of Figure 1 with the cap 135 in a closed
position. As illustrated in the example of Figure 3, the fishing line 215 may be placed within the
slot 160 of the cap 135 before or as the cap 135 is closed. The fishing line 215 may pass through
the cap 135 and remain connected to the fishing lure 205 when the cap 135 is in the closed position
on the body 105. The hitch 145 may then be coupled to the ridge 150 in order to secure the cap
135 to the body 105 over the first end 115 of the container 100. In the closed position, the cap 135
may be secured to the first end 115 of the body 105 by the hitch 145 being coupled to the ridge
150. The cap 135 may also be secured by forming a friction fit with the first end 115 of the body
105. As depicted in the example of Figure 3, the fishing lure 205 may be securely positioned and
stored within the cavity 125 of the body 105. The hooks 210 may be entirely enclosed within the
container 100. As a result, the hooks 210 can be isolated from the surrounding environment,
eliminating or substantially reducing the hazard to people, animals and other equipment in the
vicinity. As also shown in Figure 3, the fishing line 215 may extend from the fishing lure 205
inside of the container 100 continuously through the slot 160 in the cap 135 to the outside of the
container 100. When ready to remove the fishing lure 205 from the container 100, a single hand
can hold the container 100 and uncouple the hitch 145 from the ridge 150 in order to lift off the
cap 135 from the first end 115 of the body 105 and open the container 100. The fishing lure 205
and the hooks 210 may then be removed from the container 100.

[0047] Figure 4 is isometric view of an example of the container 100 of Figure 3 secured
to a fishing rod 405. As shown in Figure 4, the fishing lure 205 is positioned within the container
100, and the container 100 is in a closed configuration with the fishing line 215 extending through
the slot 160 in the cap 135 of the container 100. As also illustrated, the latch 130 of the container
100 can be attached to a guide loop 410 of the fishing rod 405 in order to secure the container 100
to the fishing rod 405 so that the container 100 does not freely move about in the environment
surrounding the fishing rod 405. For example, a single hand can secure the latch 130 to the guide
loop 410, while the other hand is holding the fishing rod 405. In other examples, the container
100 may have a ring, loop, magnet, or similar connector that can be secured to a suitable fastener
attached to the fishing rod 405, such as a latch or clip coupled to the guide loop 410 or other part
of the fishing rod 405. Thus, the fishing lure 205 can be attached to the fishing line 215, which

10
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can be connected at another end to a fishing spool or reel, and the latch 130 may secure the
container 100 with the fishing lure 205 to the guide loop 410 of the fishing rod 405. After the
fishing lure 205 is placed in the container 100, and the cap 135 is closed, and the latch 130 is
secured to the guide loop 410, any slack in the fishing line 215 may be removed and tension may
be placed on the fishing line 215 to keep the latch 130 secured to the guide loop 410. This may
cause the fishing lure 205 to come into contact with the lid 135, exerting a force on the lid 135 in
a direction away from the second end 120. The closing mechanism, such as the hitch 145 and the
ridge 150, may be configured to require an opening force greater than the force from the fishing
lure 205 applied to the lid 135 when a tension to keep the container 100 secured to the fishing rod
405 1s applied to the fishing line 215. Thus, the closing mechanism may be strong enough to keep
the lid 135 closed when a tension is applied to the fishing line 215 to keep the container 100 secured
to the fishing rod 405, but does not require an opening force that is too high to be applied by one
hand. The cap 135 may be opened and/or closed while the container 100 is still secured by the
latch 130 to the guide loop 410. Thus, in some embodiments, opening the cap 135 and inserting
the fishing lure 205 into the container 100 does not require removal of the latch 130 from the
fishing rod 405.

[0048] Figure 5 is isometric view of another example of the container 100 that can be used
to enclose and/or store fishing hooks and any associated lure. In the embodiment of Figure 5, the
side wall 110 may form a hollow cylinder with a flat portion 505. In some embodiments, the flat
portion 505 may comprise between approximately 10% and 40% of a surface area of the side wall
110. For example, the flat portion 505 may have a length that is substantially the length of the side
wall 110, and may have a width W2 between approximately 1/2 inch (approximately 12.7
millimeters) and approximately 1.5 inches (approximately 38.1 millimeters) in some
embodiments. In some circumstances, the flat portion 505 may provide beneficial ergonomics.
For example, the edges of the flat portion 505 parallel to a length L of the container 100 may allow
for a more secure grip of the container 100. The flat portion 505 may also allow for the container
100 to be better positioned when secured to a portion of a fishing rod.

[0049] As shown in Figure 5, the latch 130 may be in the form of a hook having square or
rectangular segments, along with a blunt tip. In the embodiment of Figure 5, the latch 130 may
also be positioned on the second end 120 so as to be adjacent to the flat portion 505 of the side

wall 110. Thus, in some embodiments, the latch 130 may be positioned substantially away from
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the center of the second end 120 so as to extend away from the body 105 of the container 100
directly below the flat portion 505. In some instances, the latch 130 may have a bend oriented
perpendicular to the flat portion 505, and may have a shank positioned at a flat or straight-line
edge of the container 100 formed by the flat portion 505 of the side wall 110. As also depicted in
Figure 5, the latch 130 may comprise a plurality of sections, for example a first section 550, a
second section 555, and a third section 560. As shown in Figure 5, the latch 130 may be oriented
such that third section 560 extends towards the second end 120. The length of the first section 550
may determine how far the latch 130 extends away from the second end 120 of the container 100
before curving or hooking. For example, the first section 550 may have a length of between
approximately 1 inch (approximately 254 millimeters) and approximately 2 inches
(approximately 50.8 millimeters). In some embodiments, the length of the first section 550 may
have a length of approximately 1.25 inches (approximately 31.8 millimeters). In some
embodiments, the length of the first section 550 may have a length of approximately 2 inches
(approximately 50.8 millimeters). Each of the sections of the latch 130 may be positioned with
respect to each other at substantially 90-degree angles to define an opening of the latch 130. The
squared or 90-degree angle configuration of the latch 130 may be suitable for securing the body
105 of the container 100 to a ring or loop on a fishing rod, and may also be particularly effective
for hooking on to other gear or clothing, such as an opening of a pants pocket. The square shape
of the latch 130, in combination with the flat portion 505 of the side wall 110, may also allow the
container 100 to sit flush if hooked or secured to an article of clothing, such as the front pocket of
a pair of trousers. Similar to the example of Figure 1, the latch 130 of Figure 5 may be formed
integrally with the body 105 of the container 100 in some embodiments.

[0050] In some embodiments, the edge 155 may include a straight portion 510. The
straight portion 510 may be sized and configured so as to substantially align with the flat portion
505 of the side wall 110 of the container 100. As illustrated in Figure 5, the cap 135 may be
attached to the body 105 by the hinge 140 proximate to the first end 115. As shown in Figure 5,
the hinge 140 may span a substantial majority of the straight portion 510 of the edge 155 of the
cap 135 and the width of the flat portion 505.

[0051] The container 100 of Figure 5 may also include a closing mechanism for securing
the cap 135 to the body 105 over the first end 115. In some embodiments, the closing mechanism

may comprise a means for fastening the cap 135 to a feature of the first end 115. For example, the
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cap 135 may be configured to snap on the body 105, having an underside or inside surface
comprising one or more hitches 145 that include a protrusion 147 extending therefrom which may
fit into a groove 520 on a portion of the inside surface of the side wall 110 at the first end 115. In
some embodiments, the closing mechanism may be formed by the protrusion 147 and the groove
520. Alip 530 may be formed above the groove 520. The hitch 145 may be flexible. For example,
the hitch 145 may flex as it moves over the lip 530 into or out of the groove 520. Thus, when the
cap 135 is moved to a closed position, the protrusion 147 may fit snugly in the groove 520 and
securely under the lip 530. To move the cap 135 into the closed position, a modest force may be
applied to move the protrusion 147 past the lip 530 and into the groove 520. As also depicted in
Figure 5, the cap 135 may comprise a portion that extends beyond the lip 530 of the firstend 115,
such as an overhang 540. The overhang 540 may provide a surface to which an upwards or opening
force may be applied so as to readily move the protrusion 147 past the lip 530 to move the cap 135
to an open position. The overhang 540 may aid in opening the cap 135 by one hand. For example,
a user may grasp the side wall 110 with their hand and can position their thumb of the same hand
under the overhang 540. The user may then move their thumb upward against the overhang 540
to open the cap 135. In some embodiments, the overhang 540 may be replaced with one or more
tabs that extend from the cap 135.

[0052] While the shape and dimensions of the slot 160 may vary depending on the
particular embodiment, the slot 160 of Figure 5 is a wedge, such that the width of the slot 160
increases with distance away from a center portion of the cap 135 towards the edge 155 of the cap
135. Thus, the slot 160 may have a wider opening at the edge 155 for facilitating the capture of a
fishing line, but a relatively narrow opening that terminates in a point or vertex at the center portion
of the cap 135 so as to prevent a fishing hook and/or lure contained within the container 100 from
protruding out of the slot 160 and being exposed. In some examples, the width of the slot 160 at
the edge 155 may be about 1/8 inch (about 3.2 millimeters) to about 1/2 inch (about 12.7
millimeters). In some examples, the width of the slot 160 at the edge 155 may be about 3/8 inch
(about 9.5 millimeters).

[0053] Figure 6 provides a top-view of the container 100 of Figure 5, showing some
additional details particularly with respect to the cap 135, hinge 140, latch 130, and slot 160. As
shown in Figure 6, the width of the hinge 140 may be comparable to the width of the straight
portion 510 of the edge 155 of the cap 135. As can also be seen in Figure 6, the end-portion or tip
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of the latch 130 may extend outwards away from or beyond a plane coincident with the straight
portion 510 of the cap 135 and the flat portion 505 of the side wall 110 of the body 105 of the
container 100. Figure 6 also provides an additional view showing how the overhang 540 of the
cap 135 may extend over the top portion of the first end 115 of the body 105. Additionally, the
wedge-shaped slot 160 may have an angle ©. In some embodiments, the angle © may range from
about 5 degrees to about 30 degrees. In some embodiments, the angle © may be about 10 degrees.
In some embodiments, the angle © may be about 15 degrees. In some embodiments, the angle ©
may be about 20 degrees.

[0054] Figure 7 is a bottom view of the container 100 of Figure 5, showing some additional
details specific to the second end 120 of the container 100. As can be seen in Figure 7, the second
end 120 may include a hole 705 positioned at the center portion of the second end 120. The hole
705 may allow fluid on a fishing lure and/or hook positioned within the container 100, such as
water or cleaning substance, to escape and be removed from the container 100. While the hole
7705 is shown as positioned in the center of the second end 120, in additional embodiments, the
hole 705 may be positioned off-center. For example, the hole 705 may be positioned on the second
end 120 at a position further away from or opposite the latch 130. In some embodiments, the hole
705 may have a diameter in a range of about 1/8 inch (about 3.2 millimeters) to about 1/2 inch
(about 12.7 millimeters). In some embodiments, the second end 120 of the container 100 may
include multiple holes 705. In the embodiment of Figure 7, the center or vertex of the slot 160
may also be seen when looking upwards through the hole 705. Figure 7 also provides another
view, specifically of the underside, of the overhang 540 of the cap 135. As also illustrated in
Figure 7, the straight portion 510 may form a portion of the overhang 540. Figure 7 also provides
a view of the latch 130 extending from the second end 120, away from the hole 705, and beyond
the flat portion 505 and the hinge 140 of the container 100.

[0055] Referring now to Figure 8, a side view of the container 100 of Figure 5 is shown.
Figure 8 shows a portion of the side wall 110 that is opposite to the flat portion 505. Figure 8
shows how the opening of the slot 160 faces the curved portion of the side wall 110, and therefore
the slot 160 opens oppositely to or away from the hinge 140 and the straight portion 510 of the
edge 155.

[0056] Figure 9 is another isometric view of the container 100 of Figure 5, showing the

cap 135 in an open configuration. In some embodiments, the hitch 145 on the inside surface of

14



CA 03140050 2023~11~313

WO 2020/236375 PCT/US2020/029024

the cap 135 may be an annular hitch that is generally concentric with the edge 155. In additional
or alternative embodiments, the hitch 145 may only extend around a portion of the interior surface
of the cap 135. In such instances, the groove 520 on the interior surface of the side wall 110 at the
first end 115 may only exist in positions that would correspond to the protrusion 147 when the cap
135 is in the closed position, although it is possible that the groove 520 may still extend around
the interior circumference of the side wall 110. As illustrated in Figure 9, the hinge 140 may be
configured to support the cap 135 in an open and upright position when the container 100 is in an
open configuration. For example, the hinge 140 may have a strength and/or stiffness such that the
cap 135 may be supported in a position that forms an angle between approximately 45 degrees and
approximately 120 degrees with the first end 115 of the container 100. Providing support for the
cap 135 at such an open position, as opposed to the cap 135 hanging loosely downward against the
side wall 110 of the container 100, may allow a fishing lure and/or hook to pass into the cavity 125
of the container 100, while also allowing a user to capture a fishing line in the slot 160, while
operating the container 100 with a single hand.

[0057] Figure 10 is isometric view of another example of the container 100 that can be
used to enclose and/or store fishing hooks and any associated lure. In the embodiment of Figure
10, the first section 550 of the latch 130 may include a surface 1000 that faces the third section
560 of the latch 130. The surface 1000 may be flush with the flat portion 505 of the body 105.
The surface 1000 may be flat. In some embodiments, the third section 560 may have a tapered
shape. For example, the third section 560 may taper inward from proximate to the second section
555 toward the first end 115 of the body 105. In some embodiments, the third section 560 may
have a taper angle ranging from about 5 degrees to about 15 degrees. In some embodiments, the
third section 560 may have a taper angle of about 9.53 degrees. In some examples, the length of
the third section 560 may range from about 1/2 inch (about 12.7 millimeters) to about 1.5 inches
(about 38.1 millimeters). In some examples, the length of the third section 560 may be about 1
inch (about 25 millimeters). In some examples, the length of the third section 560 may be about
1.125 inches (about 28.6 millimeters). The tapered shape of the third section 560 may aid in
securing the body 105 of the container 100 to a ring or loop on a fishing rod, and may also be
particularly effective for hooking on to other gear or clothing, such as an opening of a pants pocket.

[0058] Figure 11 provides a top-view of the container 100 of Figure 10, showing some

additional details particularly with respect to the cap 135. The cap 135 may include rounded
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surfaces 1100 between the edge 155 of the cap 135 and the slot 160. The slot 160 may also include
a rounded vertex 1105. The rounded surfaces 1100 and the rounded vertex 1105 may aid in
capturing the fishing line in the slot 160. The rounded surfaces 1100 may also reduce or prevent
the cap 135 from snagging on objects. Moreover, the rounded surfaces 1100 are aesthetically
pleasing.

[0059] Figure 12 is a bottom view of the container 100 of Figure 10, showing some
additional details with respect to the cap 135. As shown in Figure 12, in some embodiments, the
edge 155 of the cap 135 may be flush with the side wall 110 except for the overhang 540 of the
cap 135, which may extend away from the flat portion 505. For example, the edge 155 on the half
of the cap 135 proximate to the flat portion 505 may be flush with the side wall 110. For example,
the overhang 540 may be located on the cap 135 opposite the hinge 140. In some examples, the
length of the overhang 540 may range from about 0.08 inches (about 2.0 millimeters) to about 0.4
inches (about 10.2 millimeters). In some examples, the length of the overhang may be about
0.3125 inches (about 7.9 millimeters). In some examples, the length of the overhang may be about
0.2 inches (about 5.1 millimeters).

[0060] Referring now to Figure 13, a side view of the container 100 of Figure 10 is shown.
Figure 13 shows a portion of the side wall 110 that is opposite to the flat portion 505. As shown
in Figure 8, at least a portion of the edge 155 of the cap 135 may be flush with the side wall 110
of the body 105. The portions of the edge 155 of the cap 135 that may be flush with the side wall
110 provide aesthetically pleasing shapes and features to the container 100.

[0061] Figure 14 is another isometric view of the container 100 of Figure 10, showing the
cap 135 in an open configuration. In the example of Figure 14, the cap 135 includes two hitches
145 extending around a portion of the inside surface of the cap 135. In some embodiments, each
hitch 145 may include the protrusion 147 at or near the tip of the hitch 1435 that protrudes outward.
The protrusions 147 may be configured to fit into the groove 520 in the side wall 110. As also
shown in Figure 14, in some embodiments, the groove 520 may extend around only a portion of
the side wall 110. In some embodiments, each hitch 145 may include one or more ribs 1400
extending along the hitch 145 from proximate to the interior surface of the cap 135 to the protrusion
147. The ribs 1400 may strengthen and/or increase the rigidity of the hitches 145. The ribs 1400
may increase the bending stiffness of the hitches 145. The ribs 1400 may aid in maintaining the

protrusions 147 in the groove 520 when the cap 135 is closed and may help prevent unintentional
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opening of the cap 135. The ribs 1400 may also increase the rigidity of the cap 135 as a whole.
In some embodiments, the cap 135 may further include one or more ribs 1405. The ribs 1405 may
extend from the inside surface of the cap 135. The ribs 1405 may extend across a width of the cap
135. The ribs 1405 may strengthen and/or increase the rigidity of the cap 135.

[0062] In some embodiments, the cap 135 may also include a tab 1410 extending from the
inside surface of the cap 135 proximate to the hinge 140. The tab 1410 may at least partially fit
into a recess 1415 on the inside surface of the side wall 110 at the first end 115. Upon closing the
cap 135, the tab 1410 will be received in the recess 1415. The cooperation of the tab 1410 and the
recess 1415 may serve to prevent the cap 135 from moving toward the flat portion 505 of the body
105. This may ensure that the protrusions 147 on the one or more hitches 145 are securely received
in the groove 520. In some embodiments, the tab 1410 may cooperate with the recess 1415 to
push the cap 135 away from the flat portion 505. This may push the protrusions 147 into the
groove 520, and may ensure that the protrusions 147 are securely received in the groove 520. The
tab 1410 may function as a stop. The tab 1410 and the recess 1415 may aid in keeping the cap 135
closed.

[0063] Figure 15 provides a top-view of the container 100 of Figure 10, showing some
additional details particularly with respect to the tab 1410, the recess 1415, and the hitches 145.
In some embodiments, the tab 1410 may have a curved surface 1500. The curved surface 1500
may be on the side of the tab 1410 opposite the slot 160. The recess 1415 may have a curved
surface 1505 that corresponds to the curved surface 1500 of the tab 1410. In some embodiments,
the radius of the curved surface 1500 and the radius of the curved surface 1505 may range from
about 3/4 inch (about 19.1 millimeters) to about 1 inch (about 25.4 millimeters). In some
embodiments the radius of the curved surface 1500 and the radius of the curved surface 1505 may
be about 7/8 inch (about 22.2 millimeters). As further shown in Figure 15, in some embodiments,
each hitch 145 may extend an angle B from the slot 160 toward the tab 1410. In some
embodiments, the angle B may range from about 45 degrees to about 140 degrees. In some
embodiments, the angle B may range from about 100 degrees to about 120 degrees. In some
embodiments, the angle f may be about 110 degrees. In some embodiments, the angle B may be
about 115 degrees.

[0064] Figure 16 is a cross-sectional view of the container 100 of Figure 15 taken along
line 16-16. As shown in Figure 16, in some embodiments, the side wall 110 of the body 105 may
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be angled with respect to the longitudinal axis 127. For example, the side wall 110 may have an
angle o with respect to the longitudinal axis 127. In some embodiments, the angle o may range
from about 1 degree to about 10 degrees. In some embodiments, the angle o may be about 1
degree. The angle o provides an aesthetically pleasing taper to the side wall 110 of the container
100. The side wall 110 may have a diameter that varies between the first end 115 and the second
end 120. For example, the side wall 110 diameter may increase from proximate to the second end
120 to the first end 115. The side wall 110 may have a larger diameter at the first end 115 than
proximate to the second end 120.

[0065] As further shown in Figure 16, the recess 1415 may extend from the first end 115
toward the second end 120 a depth 1600. In some embodiments, the depth 1600 may range from
about 0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters) to about 0.375 inches (about 9.5 millimeters). In some
embodiments, the depth 1600 may be about 0.25 inches (about 6.4 millimeters). Additionally, the
tab 1410 may extend from the cap 135 a length 1605. In some embodiments, the length 1605 may
range from about 0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters) to about 0.375 inches (about 9.5
millimeters). In some embodiments, the length 1605 may be about 0.1875 inches (about 4.8
millimeters). In some embodiments, the length 1605 of the tab 1410 may be equal to the depth
1600 of the recess 1415. In some embodiments, the length 1605 of the tab 1410 may be less than
the depth 1600 of the recess 1415.

[0066] Figure 17 is a detail view of a portion of the cap 135 of the container 100 of Figure
16, showing some additional details specific to the hitch 145. In some embodiments, the hitch 145
may extend a length 1700 from the cap 135. In some embodiments, the length 1700 may range
from about 0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters) to about 0.375 inches (about 9.5 millimeters). In
some embodiments, the length 1700 may be about 0.25 inches (about 6.4 millimeters). The hitch
145 may have a thickness 1705 in a range from about 0.04 inches (about 1.0 millimeter) to about
0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters). In some embodiments, the hitch 145 may have a thickness
1705 of about 0.0625 inches (about 1.6 millimeters). In some embodiments, the thickness 1705
of the hitch 145 may be about one fourth (1/4th) the length 1700 of the hitch 145.

[0067] As further shown in Figure 17, the protrusion 147 may have a triangular profile or
cross-section. The protrusion 147 may include two surfaces angled with respect one another at an
angle y. In some embodiments, the angle ¥ may range from about 45 degrees to about 90 degrees.

In some embodiments, the angle y may be about 60 degrees. The protrusion 147 may extend from
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a base portion at the hitch 145 to a vertex away from the hitch 145. The protrusion 147 may
protrude a length 1710 may range from about 0.0156 inches (about 0.4 millimeters) to about 0.0625
inches (about 1.6 millimeters). In some embodiments, the protrusion 147 may have a length 1710
of about 0.03125 inches (about 0.8 millimeters). In some embodiments, the length 1710 of the
protrusion 147 may be about half the thickness 1705 of the hitch 145. In some embodiments, the
length 1710 of the protrusion 147 may be equal to the thickness 1705 of the hitch 145. The vertex
of the protrusion 147 may be located a distance 1715 from the cap 135. The distance 1715 may
range from about 0.09375 inches (about 2.4 millimeters) to about 0.28125 inches (about 7.1
millimeters). In some embodiments, the distance 1715 may be about 0.1875 inches (about 4.8
millimeters). In some embodiments, the distance 1715 may be about three fourths (3/4th) the
length 1700 of the hitch 145. The base portion of the protrusion 147 may have a width 1720. In
some embodiments, the width 1720 may range from range from about 0.04 inches (about 1
millimeter) to about 0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters). In some embodiments, the base portion
of the protrusion 147 may have a width 1720 of about 0.0625 inches (about 1.6 millimeters). In
some embodiments, the width 1720 of the base portion may be equal to the width 1705 of the hitch
145. Additionally, in some embodiments, the protrusion 147 may have a rounded vertex having a
radius 1725 in a range of about 0.0156 inches (about 0.4 millimeters) to about 0.03125 inches
(about 0.8 millimeters). In some embodiments the radius 1725 may be about 0.0156 inches (about
0.4 millimeters).

[0068] Figure 18 is a detail view of a portion of the side wall 110 of the container 100 of
Figure 16, showing some additional details specific to the groove 520 and the lip 530. The groove
520 may have a centerline located a distance 1800 away from the first end 115. In some
embodiments, the distance 1800 may range from about 0.09375 inches (about 2.4 millimeters) to
about 0.28125 inches (about 7.1 millimeters). In some embodiments, the distance 1800 may be
about 0.1875 inches (about 4.8 millimeters). In some embodiments, the distance 1800 may be
equal to the distance 1715 of the vertex of the protrusion 147 so that the vertex of the protrusion
147 aligns with the centerline of the groove 520 when the cap 135 is closed. The groove 520 may
have a depth 1805 at the centerline of the groove 520 into the side wall 110. In some embodiments,
the depth 1805 may range from about 0.0156 inches (about 0.4 millimeters) to about 0.0625 inches
(about 1.6 millimeters). In some embodiments, the depth 1805 may be about 0.03125 inches
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(about 0.8 millimeters). In some embodiments, the depth 1805 of the groove 520 may be equal to
the length 1710 of the protrusion 147.

[0069] In some embodiments, the groove 520 may be V-shaped. The groove 520 may
have walls angled at an angle @. In some embodiments, the angle ® may range from about 100
degrees to about 130 degrees. In some embodiments, the angle ® may be about 115 degrees.
Additionally, the groove 520 may include rounded edges at the transition into the groove 520 from
the lip 530 and the transition out of the groove 520 to the side wall 110. The rounded edges may
have a radius 1810 that may range from about 0.03125 inches (about 0.8 millimeters) to about
0.125 inches (about 3.2 millimeters). In some embodiments, the rounded edges may have a radius
1810 of about 0.0625 inches (about 1.6 millimeters). The V-shape and the rounded edges of the
groove 520 and the triangular shape and rounded vertex of the protrusion 147 cooperate to allow
smooth entry of the protrusion 147 into the groove 520 during closure of the cap 135 and smooth
exit of the protrusion 147 out of the groove 520 during opening of the cap. The rounded vertex of
the protrusion 147 may easily slide over the rounded edge of the groove 520 during opening and
closing of the cap 135. The V-shape of the groove 520 may also sufficiently retain the triangular-
shaped protrusion 147 in the groove 520 to keep the cap 135 closed, but does not require excessive
force to be applied to the cap 135 to remove the protrusion 147 from the groove 520 when a user
desires to open the cap 135. The V-shape and the rounded edges of the groove 520 and the
triangular shape and rounded vertex of the protrusion 147 may facilitate opening the cap 135 with
one hand. The closing mechanism, such as the protrusion 147 and the groove 520, may be
configured to require an opening force greater than the force from the fishing lure 205 applied to
the lid 135 when a tension to keep the container 100 secured to the fishing rod 405 is applied to
the fishing line 215. Thus, the closing mechanism may be strong enough to keep the lid 135 closed
when a tension is applied to the fishing line 215 to keep the container 100 secured to the fishing
rod 405, but does not require an opening force that is too high to be applied by one hand.

[0070] In some example embodiments, the closing mechanism of the container 100 may
include a first fastener element and a second fastener element. In some embodiments, the cap 135
includes the first fastener element and the side wall 110 includes a second fastener element,
wherein the first fastener element and the second fastener element cooperate to maintain the cap
135 in a closed position. In some embodiments, the first fastener element is a male fastener and

the second fastener element is a female fastener, the male fastener configured to be received in the
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female fastener. In some embodiments, the first fastener element is a female fastener and the
second fastener element is a male fastener, the male fastener configured to be received in the
female fastener. For example, the protrusion 147 may form the first fastener element and the
groove 520 may form the second fastener element. The protrusion 147 may be a male fastener
and the groove 520 may be a female fastener. Although the protrusion 147 is shown as extending
from the hitch 145 and the groove 520 is shown extending into the side wall 110, in some
embodiments, the groove 520 may extend into the hitch 145 and the protrusion 147 may extend
from the side wall 110. In some embodiments, the male fastener may be disposed on the hitch 145
and the female fastener may be disposed on the side wall 110. In some embodiments, the female
fastener may be disposed on the hitch 145 and the male fastener may be disposed on the side wall
110.

[0071] The apparatus for protecting fishing lures described herein may provide significant
advantages. For example, the container 100 can significantly reduce or eliminate risks associated
with fishing hooks, including hazards such as hook snags in the hand, foot, or clothing. The
container 100 may be particularly advantageous for safely handling or storing hooks and lures such
as top-water and crankbaits with treble-type hooks that are tied to a fishing line in a boat. The
container 100 provides an easy-to-use device that may be operated with one hand, so as to allow a
second hand to hold and steady a fishing rod and/or reel as well as the fishing line. The container
100 also may be both opened and closed using a single hand.

[0072] Thus, the container 100 may be held in one hand to more easily and in a controlled
and coordinated fashion capture and enclose a fishing hook or lure while still attached to the fishing
line of a fishing rod, which may be held and steadied in the other hand. The container 100 may
further be tightly affixed to the fishing rod before releasing the container 100 from the hand. Asa
result, situations where a fishing lure with one or more hooks may be swinging around in the air
and likely to snag on a person, nearby animal, or other object, may be avoided. Similarly,
situations that require two hands to secure a fishing lure, while the fishing rod may be falling,
crashing, or otherwise becoming unwieldy, may also be avoided. Additionally, the container 100
may be easily re-opened using one hand, and the fishing lure may be released for use. Moreover,
the container 100 is aesthetically pleasing with significant ornamental features. For example, and

without limitation, the tapered side wall 110, the hemispherical second end 120, the rounded edges
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1100, and the portions of the edge 155 of the cap 135 that may be flush with the side wall 110
provide aesthetically pleasing shapes and features to the container 100.

[0073] While shown in a few illustrative embodiments, a person having ordinary skill in
the art will recognize that the systems, apparatuses, and methods described herein are susceptible
to various changes and modifications that fall within the scope of the appended claims. Moreover,
descriptions of various alternatives using terms such as “or” do not require mutual exclusivity
unless clearly required by the context, and the indefinite articles “a” or “an” do not limit the subject
to a single instance unless clearly required by the context. Components may also be combined or
eliminated in various configurations for the purposes of sale, manufacture, assembly, or use.

[0074] The appended claims set forth novel and inventive aspects of the subject matter
described above, but the claims may also encompass additional subject matter not specifically
recited in detail. For example, certain features, elements, or aspects may be omitted from the claims
if not necessary to distinguish the novel and inventive features from what is already known to a
person having ordinary skill in the art. Features, elements, and aspects described in the context of
some embodiments may also be omitted, combined, or replaced by alternative features serving the
same, equivalent, or similar purpose without departing from the scope of the invention defined by

the appended claims.
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THE EMBODIMENTS FOR WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OR PROPERTY IS
CLAIMED ARE AS FOLLOWS

1.

10.

A container for enclosing a fishing hook on a line, comprising:

a body comprising a side wall defining a cavity having a longitudinal axis, a first end
defining an opening transverse to the longitudinal axis, and a second end
opposite the first end, wherein the second end is closed;

an aperture in the second end;

a cap configured to be disposed over the opening to secure the fishing hook in the
cavity;

a slotin the cap configured to receive the line; and

a hinge coupling the cap to the body proximate to the opening.

The container of claim 1, wherein the hinge has an axis of rotation that is orthogonal to the

longitudinal axis.

. The container of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the opening is perpendicular to the longitudinal

axis.

The container of any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the first end has an annular face defining

the opening.

. The container of claim 4, wherein the annular face is orthogonal to the side wall.

. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-5, wherein the side wall is cylindrical.
. The container of claim 1, wherein the second end has a hemispherical surface.

. The container of claim 1, wherein the aperture is in a center of the second end.

. The container of claim 1, wherein the aperture is positioned offset from a center of the

second end.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-9, wherein the side wall comprises at least

one flat surface.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

The container of claim 10, wherein the hinge is positioned on the first end adjacent to the flat

surface.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-11, wherein the slot extends from a center of

the cap to an edge of the cap.
The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-12, wherein the cap is circular.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-13, wherein the side wall comprises an

interior surface surrounding the cavity, and wherein the interior surface is smooth.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-14, further comprising a latch positioned on

the second end.

The container of claim 15, wherein the latch is positioned offset from a center of the second

end.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-16, wherein:
the side wall has at least one flat surface;
the cap has at least one straight edge aligned with the flat surface; and
the hinge couples the straight edge to the flat surface.

The container of claim 10, wherein the flat surface has a width of between 1/2 inch and 1

inch.

The container of claim 10, further comprising a latch positioned on the second end, wherein
the latch is positioned offset from a center of the second end and adjacent to an end of the flat

surface.

The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-19, further comprising a catch formed on the

side wall.

The container of claim 20, further comprising a hitch attached proximate to an edge of the

cap, wherein the hitch is configured to releasably couple with the catch.
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22. The container of claim 21, wherein:
the hitch comprises a clip; and

the catch comprises a ridge on an external surface of the side wall.

23. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-22, wherein the side wall has a length of

between 2 inches and 8 inches.

24. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-23, wherein the side wall has a length of

between 3 inches and 5 inches.

25. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-24, wherein the cavity has a width of

between 1 inch and 2 inches.

26. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-25, wherein the side wall and the cap

comprise a polycarbonate.

27. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-26, wherein the side wall and the cap
comprise at least one of an injection-molding plastic, polycarbonate, polypropylene, and low-

density polypropylene.

28. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-27, wherein the side wall and the cap are a

single molded structure.

29. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-28, wherein the cap is configured to be

fastened over the opening with an interference fit.

30. The container of claim 1 or any one of claims 2-29, further comprising:
a groove formed on an interior surface of the side wall proximate the first end; and
a protrusion coupled to an interior surface of the cap, wherein the protrusion is

configured to interface with the groove under a lip of the first end of the body.

31. A container for enclosing a fishing hook on a line, comprising:
a body comprising a side wall defining a cavity having a longitudinal axis, a first end
defining an opening transverse to the longitudinal axis, and a second end

opposite the first end;
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a cap configured to be disposed over the opening to secure the fishing hook in the
cavity;

a slot in the cap configured to receive the line; and

a hinge coupling the cap to the body proximate to the opening;

wherein the side wall comprises a flat surface.

32. The container of claim 31, wherein the hinge is positioned on the first end adjacent to the flat

surface.

33. The container of claim 31, wherein the flat surface has a width of between 1/2 inch and 1

inch.

34. The container of claim 31, further comprising a latch positioned on the second end, wherein
the latch is positioned offset from a center of the second end and adjacent to an end of the flat

surface.
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