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The present invention relates to a hair dryer, and
particularly to an electrically heated hair dryer of the
type which finds its more general use in beauty parlors
or the like establishments, and is particularly directed to
the hood or housing of such hair dryer.

It is one object of the present invention to provide
hair dryer hood of the character described which may
more completely encompass the head of the user to
effect more efficient drying without causing any discom-
fort or uneasiness to the user.

it is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a hood for hair dryers of the character described
which is easier, safer and more convenient to place
sbout the user’s head and to remaove it therefrom.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide
a hair dryer hood of the character described which,
though it may be fitted deeply about the user’s head will
not interfere with the user’s vision and will afford the
user greater ease and freedom from discomfort.

Tt is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a hair dryer hood of the character described which
will not be put into drying cperation until the user’s
head is completely comfortably arranged therein and
which may be quickly and easily shut off by the user
herself at the slightest feeling of discomfort.

It is a still further object of the present inventicn to
provide a hood of the character described which is
strong and sturdy and subject to a minimum of vibration
from its moving fan and yet of relatively light weight.

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the
hair dryer hood of the present invention will become
more readily apparent to those ckilled in the art from
the embodiment thereof shown in the accompanying
drawing and from the description following. It is to be
understood, however, that such embodiment is shown
by way of illustration only, to make the principle and
practice of the invention more readily comprehensible,
and without any intent of limiting the invention to the
specific details therein shown.

Generally stated the invention consists in the provisica
of a hair dryer hood which has a lower forward portion
cut away and which is provided with a transparent visor of
arcuate cross-section that is pivoted for movement in and
out of the opening left by the cut out portion, and which
is provided with an automatic switch connected in the
electric circuit of the dryer heater and fan that auvto-
matically shuts off such circuit when the visor is raised
and is closed by the viscr as it is lowered into place.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a hair dryer hood
embodying the present invention, with the visor shown
in lowered and operative position and parily broken
away to illustrate structural details;

Fig. 2 is a view similar to that of Fig. 1 with the
visor shown in elevated non-operative position;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, entarged, sectional view taken
on line 3—3 of Fig. 1 showing details of one embodi-
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ment of an automatic switch for use with the hair dryer
hood of the present invention.

Referring now in greater detail to the illustrated em-
bodiment of the hair dryer hood of the present invention,
the same comprises a ceniral ring, generally designated
ag 16, which is preferably made of metal and is formed,
preferably, with a cylindrical lower portion 12 and a
slightly tapering upper portion 14, and is topped at its
upper-end by a conical section, 16, likewise preferably
made of metal. The upper portion 14 of the ring 19
and its topping cone 16 house the heater elements, air
circulating fan and fan motor, all of which may be of
conventional type and conventionally supported and ar-
ranged, and not thought mecessary to be shown or de-
scribed in detail.

The ring 10 may have secured thereto a bracket 18
that is pivoted on a post 29, which is in turn supported
preferably telescopically, on an upright post, in the con-
ventional manner, not thought necessary to be illustrated.

The ring 10 has its lower portion 12 at a point diamet-
rically opposite to the supporting bracket 18, cut away,
to form an opening 22, that extends approximately half
the height of the ring 10 and slightly less than half its
circumference. The lower edge of the ring 10 may have
secured thereto an arcuate member 24, which widens
preferably in the direction of the cut out 22 and is formed
with an inwardly and upwardly curved bottom edge 26
that forms a trough 28.

A visor 30, of a size and shape to fill the opening 22
and complement the circular shape of the ring 10 and
of a height to completely §11 such openming from the
bottom of the member 26 to slightly above the upper
edge of the opening 22, is pivotally secured, as by the
links 32 secured to the upper cormers of the visor 30,
and by the pivot pins 34, on the ring 10 in position 1o
be freely raised and tilted to expose the opening 20 or
to completely close it, and to rest, when in raised posi-
tion, by its upper edge on the cone 16. The visor 30
may be provided with an inwardly and upwardly curved
Lottom edge 38, in conformity to the curved bottom
edge 26 of the arcuate member 24.

If desired, a rubber washer 40 may be fitted about the
upper edge of the opening 22, and also about its side
edges, to form a sealing. closure with the visor 30, when
the latter is in lowered position. Also, if desired, means

may be provided to safely retain the visor 36 in eie-
vated and open position.

Such means may comprise
automatic hooking means that will automatically engage
the visor 38, as it is moved into raised position, such as
the forwardly and downwardly directed hook element
42, secured to a central point on the upper edge portion
of the visor 30, and 2 cooperating hook member 44,
having a forwardly slanting dependent nose portion 46,
which is pivotally secured in suitable position on the
cone top 16, and arranged to be engaged by the hock
42, to be automatically raised thereby as it is moved
thereagainst, and automatically lowered, by gravity, over
the hook 42 as the latter moves past the hook nose 46.

Switch means may be provided on the ring 10, which
is connectable in the electric circuit of the heating unit
and fan of the drying mechanism that will normally
tend to remain open, sc as to inactivate the circuit through
such dryer mechanism, and will be closed by the visor
390, as by its weight, as such visor is moved into closing
position. Such switch means may comprise a micro-
switch, 50, or similar device, that is supported on the
interior of the housing ring 10, at a point preferably
adjacent one of the visor pivots 34. The micro-switch
may be of any conventional, suitable type that is spring
loaded to normally remain open and has a movable, ex-
teriorly projecting pin or element 52, that may be en-
gaged and moved inwardly to close the circuit through



the switch. As numerous such spring-loaded switches
are well known and readily available on the market, it
is not thought necessary to specifically illustrate the same
“and- is*only*diagtammat—ically shown in the drawings.

The switch 50 is preferably- supported with the movable
pin 52 in depending position.

The ring 10 of the dryer housing is- formed with a

slot 54, which extends in a-direction transversely -of the
position of one of the visor supporting links 32, when
the visor is lowered in place, and slightly below the
micro-switch 50. A lever 56 is pivotally supported inter-
mediate its ends, as on brackets 58, secured to the inner
face of the ring 10, immediately adjacent to the slot 54.
The lever 56 extends dinwardly :and outwardly .of the
Ting 10, through the slot 54, in ‘overbalanced position
and with its inwardly extending part preferably in con-
stant contact with the pin 52, and its other end is en-
gageable by the contiguous link 32, as the visor 30-is
lowered, to be tilted further thereby to move the pin ‘52
upwardly into the switch 50, to close the circuit- there-
through.

This completes the description of the hair dryer hood
of the present invention. It will be readily apparent that
such visored hood renders: the positioning of the user’s
head within the hood relatively simpler, easier and more
convenient, substantially eliminating the need for manip-
ulating the head or the dryer; that it permits full vision
for the user, thereby eliminating any uneasiness that may
be felt due to obstruction of vision. It will also be ap-
parent that the visored hood of :the present ‘invention
possesses substantially the strength and rigidity and the
freedom from wvibration -of an all-metal hood ‘and all the
advantages of a transparent plastic hood.

It will likewise be apparent that :the hair -dryer hood
of the present invention presents - advantages .of safety
and -convenience and of affording reassurance to the
user; - especially in beauty parlors, where the ‘user is
attended by a beautician, due to the switch that .auto-
matically cuts the circuit through the apparatus ‘by the
lifting of ithe visor, which may be readily accomplished
by- the user without need for calling or waiting for an
attendant. : -

It will be further apparént that numerous modifica-
tions and variations in the hair dryer hood of the present .

invention may be made by any one skilled in the art, in
accordance ‘with the Pprinciples ‘of the invention  herein-
above set forth and without the exercise of .any inventive
ingenuity. X desire, therefore, to be protected for "any
and all such .modifications and variations ‘that may be

made within ‘the spirit of the present invention .and - the -

scope of the claims heréto appended., -

What I claim is: C ; .

1. A hadir dryer hood, comprising a tubular open bot-
tom, head receiving ;portion and a tapering, mechanism
housing ‘portion superposed on said itubular portion at its
top end, said tubular portion having a .head admitting
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opening formed -therein extending from the edge of its
said open bottom, cover means for said opening, means
pivotally supporting said cover on -said tubular portion
for movement into and out of closing position over said
opening, a normally open switch connectable in anelec-
tric’ circuit through said mechanism mounted on said
tubular portion, and means mounted on said tubular por-
tion operable by said cover when lowered into closing
position engaging said switch for closing the same, )

2.-A hdir dryer hood, -comprising; a ‘tubular -open
bottom, ‘head receiving “portion and .a ‘tapering, ‘mecha-
nism housing portion superposed on the top end of said
tubular ,portion; said ‘tubular portion having a head ad-
mitting opening formed therein extending from the edge
of its open bottom, a cover for said opening, a pair of
arms each secured by one end to said cover and pivotally
secured by the other end thereof on said tubular portion,
said arms being of a length -and pivotally secured in
position above and to one side of said-opening to dispose
said ‘cover over said opening, in one position thereof, ‘and
to overbalance -and rest it by its upper edge on said
tapered ‘portion in the other position thereof.

3.-The hair dryer hood of claim 2, wherein means
are provided for releasably engaging said cover on said
tapered portion ‘when in said second position. s

4. The hair dryer hood of claim "2, wherein said cover
is- transparent. - o

5. The hair dryer of claim 2, wherein said cover is of
a cross-sectional shape corresponding to the ‘shape of the
upper edge of said opening and is of a size to overlap the
edges of sdid ‘opening.

6. The hair dryer of claim 2, wherein a normally open
switch  connectable in “an -electric circuit through  said
mechanism “is ‘mounted on_ said tubular portion and said
tubular portion has means ‘mounted thereon operable by
said cover.to close said switch as said- cover is lowered
into said ‘first named ‘posifion thereof. ) -

7. The hair dryer hood of claim 2, wherein said tubular
portion has an opening formed therein transversely of
the path of one of said cover supporting arms as it is
moved into cover lowering position, a normally open
switch connectable in -an electric circuit through said
mechanism ‘mounted on said “tubular - portion adjacent
said opening, said ‘switch having a “portion movable for
closing the circuit therethrough, and an arm’ pivotally
supported on said tubular portion and movabie by said
cover supporting arm to engage said movable ‘switch
portion and move it into circuit closing position. )

8. The hair dryer of claim 2, wherein ‘said cover coms
prises a transparent ‘synthetic plastic material.
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