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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

HARRY L. STEEL AND ROBERT GOLDSBERRY, OF DAYTON, INDIANA. 

VARKER FOR PANTERS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 555,538, dated Niarch 3, 1896. 
Application filed August 10, 1895, Serial No, 558,895. (No model.) 

To all, whon, it invally conce77. 
Be it known that we, HARRY L. STEEL and 

ROBERT GOLDSBERRY, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Dayton, in the county of 
Tippecanoe and State of Indiana, have in 
vented a new and useful Marker for Planters, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to markers for plant 

ers, and aims to provide an attachment which 
can be readily applied to a corn-drillor other 
seed-planting machine for indicating the hills 
or rows of seed, thereby enabling the farmer 
to properly sow the seed in check-rows or par allel lines. 
One of the principal objects sought after is 

to prevent undue straining or injury to the 
attachment in the event of the marking-blade 
engaging with a root or other unyielding ob 
struction, and to this end the arm carrying 
the said marking-blade is composed of sec 
tions which are pivoted together and which 
are held in alignment by means of a break 
pin passing through overlapping parts at the 
inner or pivotal ends of the said sections, said 
pin breaking when the marking-blade is sub 
jected to abnormal strain by reason of its 
meeting With a root, stone, or other unyield 
ing obstruction. 
A further object is the provision of means 

for throwing the marking-blade from one side 
to the other of the planter, and which will 
admit of the marking-blade being held out of 
operative relation by the pressure of the foot 
when turning after planting a row. 
Other objects and advantages are contem 

plated and will appear as the nature of the 
invention is understood from the following 
description and the drawings hereto attached, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a corn 

drill or planter, showing the application of the 
invention. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the 
attachment disconnected from the planter 
frame. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the mark 
ing-blade. Fig. 4 is a detail view of the joint 
formed between the sections of the arm car 
rying the marking-blade. Fig. 5 is a detail 
view of a modification. 
The marking attachment is designed to be 

applied to any style of planter, and as the 
same is most frequently used in connection 
With corn drills or planters an implement of 

this character is illustrated to show the rela 
tive disposition and application of the inven tion. 
The corn planter or drill herein shown is of 

ordinary construction and simply illustrates 
the manner of applying the marker. 
A curved bar or arch 1 is attached at its 

ends to the rear cross-bar 2 of the planter 
frame and extends in a vertical direction, the 
end portions 3 being recurved and extending 
at right angles to the plane of the bar or arch 
so as to form horizontal projections 4 which 
receive the bolts 5, by means of which the said 
bar or arch is attached to the planter or drill 
frame. The arm. 6, carrying the marking 
blade 7 at its outer end, is pivoted at its in 
ner end to the bar 2 concentric with the curva 
ture of the bar or arch 1 and is adapted to be 
thrown from one side to the other of the in plement. 
A keeper 8 is attached to the arm 6 and 

embraces the bar or arch 1, and serves to hold 
the arm to the bar or arch when throwing it 
from one side to the other of the machine. 
When in an operative position the arm lies 
in the space formed between the recurved end 
3 and the adjacent or contiguous portion of 
the bar or arch 1. Thus it will be seen that 
the arm is held rigidly between parts of the 
bar or arch against fore-and-aft movement, 
but is adapted to move vertically to permit 
the marking-blade to follow any inequalities 
in the surface of the ground. This arm 6 is 
composed of an inner section 9 and an outer 
section 10, which are pivotally connected at 
their inner or opposing ends, preferably by 
means of plates 11 which are provided and 
located the one above and the other below 
the said arm and overlapping the joint be 
tween the two sections. These plates may 
be firmly attached to one of the sections, and 
the other section is attached thereto by means 
of a single pivot, so that the outersection, 10, 
can swing to the rear under certain condi 
tions. As shown the plates are rigidly at 
tached to the inner section, 9, and the outer 
section, 10, is pivotally connected therewith 
by means of the pivot or pin 12. A break 
pin 13 passes through the plates 11 and the 
outersection, 10, and holds the latter in align 
ment with the innersection, 9, under normal 
conditions, but in the event of the marking 
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blade meeting with a root, stone, or other un 
yielding ol)struction the said pin will break 
and permit the section 10 to swing to the rear 
upon its pivot 12, thereby obviating injury 
to the marking attachment or to the planter. 
An inverted-truss-shaped bar 14 is secured 

at its ends to the cross-bar 2 of the planter 
frame by the same bolts 5 employed for se 
curing the curved bar or arch 1 in place, and 
is braced by a curved stay 15, which also 
fol’lns a Support for the driver's seat 16. A 
pulley 17 is attached to the elevated portion 
of the bar 14, and a second pulley 18 is lo 
cated near one side of the frame and is at 
tached to the cross-bar 2. A cord or rope 19 
is attached at one end to the arm 6 and passes 
Over the pulley's 17 and 18, and is secured at 
its opposite end to a lever 20 mounted upon 
the planter-frame. By a proper manipula 
tion of this lever the arm (3 can be thrown 
from one side to the other of the planter so 
as to change the position of the marking 
blade according to the direction of travel of 
the machine over the ground. A foot-rest 21. 
lprojects laterally from the lever 20, and is in 
tended to afford a purchase for the foot, when 
it is l'equired to hold the lever at an inter 
linediate position when it is desired to main 
tain the marker out of operative relation 
When turning the machine at the end of each 
l'OW. The pulley 17 being centrally dis 
posed and the cord or rope 19 having attach 
lmelt, with the air (; a short distance from its 
inner or pivotal end, it will be readily under 
stood that by drawing upon the said cord or 
rope the arm is brought from a horizontal to 
all approximately vertical position, and by 
holding the said cord or rope the arm (3 can 
be held in an upright position. Thus it will 
be seen that by pressing upon the foot-rest 
the cord or rope will be held in such a posi 
tion as to maintain the arm 6 in an upright 
position. 
When it is retired to i.everse the position of 

the marker the cord 19 is drawn upon smartly, 
Which brings the arm 6 into an upright posi 
tion, and by releasing the said cord quickly 
the alm G will, by reason of the impetus given 
thereto, pass beyond the perpendicular and 
drop by its own weight into an operative po 
sition opposite to that from which it has been 
moved. The marking-blade 7 is arranged to occupy 
a vertical plane, and its front end is pointed 
so as to facilitate its riding over the ground, 
and its rear portion is formed with two wings 
22 and 23, which are curved in opposite direc 
tions so as to lilove the soil to one side of the 
path of the blade and indicate the row or line 
for the proper planting. The intermediate 
portion 24 between the wings 22 and 23 is 
pointed, thereby providing clearance for the 
passage of the soil over the top edges of the 
wings when the latter are performing efficient 
Work. 
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The arm G may be formed of wood or metal. 
When formed of wood the plates 11 will be 
employed, but when formed of metal the plates 
will form an integral part or extension of one 
of the sections, as most clearly indicated in 
Fig. 5. 
The invention is adapted for different styles 

of seed-planting machines, and in providing 
the same for a particular use it is to be un 
derstood that various changes in the form, 
proportion, and the minor details of construc 
tion may be resorted to without departing 
from the principle or sacrificing any of the 
advantages of this invention. 

IIaving thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is 

1. The combination with a planter, of a 
curved bar or arch extending in a vertical 
plane and secured at its ends to the frame of 
the planter, and having its end portions re 
curved upwardly and forwardly so as to pro 
wide spaces, and an arm carrying a marking 
blade at its outer end and pivoted at its in 
ne' end to the planter-frame, and adapted to 
be thrown from one side to the other of the 
planter and to be held in Working position in 
the said spaces by the recurved end portions 
of the said bar or arch, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. In a marking attachment for plantel's, 
the combination with an arm having connec 
tion with the planter and adapted to be thrown 
from one side to the other, of a flat and stil'aight 
marking-lblade having its front end tapelring 
and having wings at its rear end, which wings 
are curved from opposite sides of the plane 
of the said blade, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a marking attachment for plainters, 
the combination of a curved bal' or arch law 
ing upwardly and forwardly recurved por 
tions at its ends forming spaces, an inverted 
truss-shaped bar secured to the planter-frame 
opposite the curved bar or arch, an arm hav 
ing pivotal connection with the planter-frame 
and adapted to be turned on its pivot and 
thrown from one side to the other of the 
plante' and held to the said curved bar or 
arch by means of a keeper, and supported by 
the said recurved ends of the arch a marking 
blade at the outer end of the said arm, a pull 
ley supported by the upper portion of the 
truss-shaped bar, an operating-lever having 
a foot-rest, and a cord connecting the said 
lever with the aim and passing over the said 
pulley, substantially as set forth for the pur 
pose described. In testimony that we claim the foregoing as 
our own we havelhereto affixed our signatures 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

IIARRY L. STEEL 
ROBERT GOLOSIBERRY. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES STEEL, 
J. R. GOLDSBERRY. 
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