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My invention relates to improvements.in coin-
controlled dispensers for bottled beverages and
the like. .

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a dispenser which may be disposed in any

<

suitable refrigerating cabinet and which will pro-.

vide means whereby the customer may select .one
of any number of different types of bottled bev-
erage and by the insertion of a proper coin in
the coin-confrolling unit, remove the selected
bottle. -

- More specifically, my invention relates to im-
proved means whereby the selected bottle may
be moved in dispensing position, said means pre-
venting, at the same time, another bottle from
being moved into dispensing position, and when
the coin mechanism is properly operated, the pre-
selected bottle may be removed from- saic dis-
pensing position.

Another object of my invention is to provide ¢

means whereby different types of coin-controlled
apparatus may be used in connection with- the
coin-controlled mechanism. C

For the purpose of disclosing the invention, I
have illustrated an embediment thereof in the
accompanying drawing, in which:

Tig. 1 is a plan view of a dispenser
my invention;

Tig. 2 is a partial longitudinal sectional view
thereof; and

Fig. 3 is an enlarged
mechanism. :

In the embodiment illustrated, a ‘suitable skele~
ton frame may be provided consisting of a bottom
{ and a top 2 connected together by corner bolts
or standards 3.: The top is preferably provided
with downturned side flanges 4 and has a plu-
rality of longitudinally extending slots 5 commu-
nicating with one another through the medium
of o transversely extending slot 6. These slots
are sufficiently wide to permit the necks of the
bottles to protrude therethrough but are not suf-
ficiently wide to permit the body of the bottle to
pass therethrough. One of the slots T terminates
in an enlarged opening 8 which is sufficiently
large to permit the removal therethrough of the
body of a bottle so that when a bottle has been
moved to this point, the entire bottle may be re-
moved. from the structure.

Tn addition to this discharge opening, the sides
of the slot 1 are at the points 9 and 10 widened
sufficiently to permit a passage of a bottle there-
in

embodying

detail of the dispensing

;I‘he first opening may be termed as the dis-
charge opening or station and the second open-
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ing formed by the enlarged sides 8 and 10 may
be designated as the filler opening. .

. Disposed beneath the discharge opening 8 is
3 positioning stall 14 which is secured, by welding
or ‘otherwise to the bottom I, is substantially
cylindrical in shape and is open on its receiving
side as.at 12 to permit the passage of a bottle
thereinto. This stall-is so arranged that when
a ‘botile is. placed therein, it is immediately be-
neath and centered with respect to the delivery
opening 8.

" A rotatable closure plate I3 is located beneath
the cover 2 and this plate is provided with an
opening (4 which in one position of the plate
will coincide with the opening 8. The opening 14
communicates through a narrow neck 15 with
an. inlet slot 16 in the plate. The slot 16 and
the neck 15 are of such dimensions that while
the neck. of .a bottle may pass therethrougi, the
body . of a bottle cannot be vertically removed
through 'the same. ‘This plate has extending
downwardly therefrom a closure sleeve {7 which
sleeve. surrounds the stall 11 and is provided at
‘one point with an opening’ 19 adapted to coincide
with the opening {2 in the stall. The sleeve and
closure plate provide practically a unitary struc-
ture and this structure is pivoted on a pivot rod
20 exténding vertically through the top 2 and the
bottom 1. - :

. The closure plate is provided with an operating
arm or pin 21 which extends through an arcuate
slot 22 in the top 2 and is adapted to be engaged
by an operating fork 23 on the coin~-control slide
4. The coin-control mechanism, in itself, may

5 be of any of the suitable commercial types of

" mechanisms now used which include an operating
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slide 24 provided with means for the insertion of
‘s, coin which, when inserted, permits the slide to
move the full length of its stroke, inwardly to
thereby rotate the cover plate i3 to a position
where the -opening 14 therein will coincide with
the opening 8 in the cover plate. This coin-con-
trolled mechanism is mounted within a housing
or cover 25 having, at one end, inturned slotted
feet 26 and at the opposite end cut-turned slotted
feet 21. The slots of these feet are adapted to
slidingly engage beneath headed studs 28—28 in
‘the top 2 for preventing vertical displacement of
the cover after the same has been placed in posi-
tion. The cover 25 is also adapted fo receive a
coin box 29 which slides into position through an
opening in the side of the cover plate to a point
immediately beneath the deposit point of the
coin-controlled mechanism and this- coin box is
provided with a suitable lock 30 for locking the
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same against removal. An upwardly extending
lip 81 is secured cn the top 2 in such a position
that when the coin box 29 ig inserted in posi-
tion, the rear side of the coin box will abut
against this lip. Therefore, due to the fact that
the coin box cannot be moved relatively to the
cover plate 25 when the coin box is in position,
lateral displacement of the cover box 25 is pre-
vented so that unwarranted removal of the coin-
controlled mechanism is prevented. On the other

hand, if it is desired to substitute a different box, -

the coin box unit as a whole may be removed
simply by removing the coin-receiving box from
position. This permits the interchange of dif-
ferent types of coin-controlled units. In some
states, for instance, a sale tax is imposed, which
necessitates not only the deposit of the coin for
the purchase of the beverage but also the deposit
of a coin in payment of the sales tax. There-

fore, where the structure disclosed above is in- ¢

tended for use in such states, one coin-control
unit may be removed and another readily sub-
stituted without the use of tools and without
any great effort on the part of the operator.

"It will also be noted that when the coin-control
unit is in position, the widened portion 10 of the
slot T is covered by a laterally extending flange
32 on the coin box so0 that when the coin box is in
position, it is impossible to remove a bottle

through this filling opening, However, when it 3

is desired to refill the unit by removing the coin
box from the coin-control unit, the refill opening
is exposed in such a manner that bottles may be
inserted through the refill opening.

In operation, the parts are normally in the po-
sition wherein the opening 14 in the cover mem-
ber coincides with the opening 8 in the top 2.
However, when the parts are in this position, the
opening 12 in the stall 11 is closed by the sleeve
1. If the operator wishes to remove a bottle from
the dispenser, the preselected bottle is moved to
a position ready to be slid into the stall I1. By
placing a coin in the coin-controlled slide 24 and
pushing the coin-controlled slide inwardly to the
limit of its movement, this limit being permitted
by the coin, the cover or the closure member i3
and the sleeve [T will be rotated so that the slot
16 coincides with the slot 7 and the open face of
the sleeve IT coincides with the opening 12 in the
stall. Therefore, the selected bottle may be slid
into the stall 11 and into a position immediately
beneath the opening §. ‘

The operator now pulls the coin slide 24 out-
ward to the limit of its outward movement. This
outward movement again closes the stall ||
against the insertion of another bottle and also
closes the slot T against movement of a bottle
therein into the stall. At the same time, the
opening {4 in the closure plate I3 is moved to co-
incide with the opening 8 in the top 2 and the
selected bottle may be removed from the dis-
penser leaving the parts in a position ready to be
manipulated by an operator as soon as another
coin is placed in the coin-control mechanism.

I claim as my invention:

1. A coin-controlled dispenser for bottles, com-
prising a slotted cover member having a plurality
of inter-communicating slots of such dimension
as to permit the neck of a bottle to project there-
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through while restricting passage of the body of a
bottle, one of said slots being enlarged to provide
8 pasageway permitting the axial passage of the
body of a hottle therethrough, an oscillating clo-
sure for sald passageway oscillating on an axis
parallel with the axis of said passageway, said
oscillating closure having an opening therein suf-
ficiently large to permit the axia] passage of a
bottle body therethrough and having a slot ex-
tending from said opening to the periphery of the
closure of a dimension to permit the passage of
a bottle neck therethrough while restricting the
axial movement of the bottle body therethrough,
the slot in the closure being adapted to be moved
into coincident relation with a slot in the cover
when the closure is oscillated to one point and the
opening in the closure being adapted to be moved
into coincident relation with the passageway in
the cover when the closure is oscillated to an-
other position, and coin-controlled means for
oscillating said closure.

2. A coin:controlled dispenser for bottles, com-
prising a slotted cover member having a plurality
of intercommunicating slots of such dimension as
to permit the neck of a botile to project there-
through while restraining the passage of the body
of "a bottle, one of said slots being enlarged to
provide & passageway for the bassage of the hody
of a bottle therethrough, a ¢losure member for
sald passageway pivoted to oscillate relatively to
the passageway on an axis parallel with the axis
of said passagewsy, said closure member having
an opening therein coincident in size to said pas-
Sageway, the center of said opening being on a
line radially extending from the pivot point of
the closure member, said closure member also
having a radially extending slot extending from
the periphery of the closure member to said open-
ing and coincident in size with a slot in the cover
member, the center of said slot in the closure
member being on a second line radially extending
from the pivot point of the closure member, and
coin-controlled means for oscillating said closure
member,

3. A coin-controlled dispenser for bottles, com-
prising a slotted cover member having a plurality
of intercommunicating slots of such dimensions
as to permit the neck of a bottle to project there-
through while restricting the passage of the body
of a bottle, one of said slots being enlarged to
provide a passageway for the body of a bottle, a
receiving stall arranged beneath said passageway
having an inlet opening therein coinciding with
the walls of one of said slots in the cover, an os-
cillating closure for said Dassageway oscillating
on an axis parallel with the axis of said passage-
way, said closure having an opening therein co-
incident in size with the bassageway and having
a slot extending from said opening to the pe-
riphery of said closure member and coinciding in
dimension with the dimensions of g, slot in said
cover member, and a second closure for said stall
carried by said first-mentioned closure member
and adapted to close the entrance to said stall
when said first-mentioned closure member is os-
cillated to position the opening therein in coin-
cidence -with said passageway.

ROBERT E. BAKER.



