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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM W. WoOD, of Elbridge, in the county of Onondaga, in the 

State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Bank-Notes, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, is a full, clear, and ex 
act description. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

bank and other notes designed to circulate as 
currency and having thereon characters rep 
resenting the denomination of the note, the 
name of the payer and the payee, and any other 
necessary information, and has for its object 
the production of a simple and effective con 
struction of note which greatly reduces the 
time of tellers, cashiers, treasurers, and simi 
lar officers required in arranging such notes, 
With their proper face upward and their corre 
Sponding ends one above the other. To this 
end it consists, essentially, in a note having 
at its opposite extremities characters for rep 
resenting the denomination of the note, the 
name of the payer and payee, the characters 
at one extremity being arranged inversely to 
the characters at the opposite extremity, and 
in the detail construction and arrangement 
of the parts, all as hereinafter more particu 
larly described, and pointed out in the claims. 

In describing this invention reference is 
had to the accompanying drawings, forming 
a part of this specification, in which like let 
ters indicate corresponding parts in both the 
WCWS. 

Figures 1 and 2 are similar views of the op 
posite faces of the note. 

It is well known that when receiving or 
counting paper bills or notes they are each 
arranged with their front face upward and 
their corresponding ends one above the other, 
and that in banks and similar institutions 
where vast quantities of such currency is 
handled a considerable amount of time is 
lost in thus arranging the notes. By my in 
vention I arrange at each extremity of the 
top face of the note characters representing 
its denomination, the name of the payer and 
payee, and the character of coin to be paid, 
and arrange the characters at one extremity 
inversely to the characters of the opposite 
extremity. The back face of the note is pro 
vided with corresponding characters arranged 

similarly to those on the front face, and con 
sequently no arranging of the notes is re 
quired, as whichever end is engaged by the 
operator or placed above the end of the next 
lower note shows clearly the denomination of 
the note, the name of the payer and of the 
payee, and the characters affording such in 
formation read from the top downward. 
A represents the front face, B the back face, 

and C b the opposite extremities of the bank 
note. 
The characters C for representing the de 

nomination of the note may be of desirable 
form, size, and construction, and, as shown 
in the drawings, the characters at one ex 
tremity of each face are arranged inversely 
to the characters at the other extremity, a 
separate set of characters being preferably 
used for each extremity. 
The characters D for representing the payer 

and the payee may also be of desirable form, 
size, and construction, and are also arranged 
at the opposite extremities of the note, the 
characters at one extremity being inversely 
arranged to those at the opposite extremity. 
At the opposite extremities of the front 

face of the note are characters E for repre 
senting the kind of coin by which the note is 
payable, and, as readily seen, these characters 
are also arranged inversely one with the other. 
I also provide at each extremity of the front 
face and arrange inversely to the other char 
acters F and G for representing, respectively, 
the date and number of the note and beneath 
said characters the words “This is only half 
of note.’ At the right-hand extremity of the 
front face of the note are the names of the 
cashier and president of the bank, or, if the 
same is a United States Treasury note, the 
names of the register of the Treasury and the 
treasurer of the United States. . . 
The back face B is provided at its opposite 

extremities with corresponding characters C 
D E F G, arranged in the same manner as on 
the front face, and also with the words “This 
is only half of note,” arranged as on the front 
face. 
Upon reference to the foregoing description 

and drawings it will be noted that each ex 
tremity of each face of the note corresponds 
one with the other, with the exception that 
the characters upon the opposite extremities 
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of each face are arranged inversely and that 
the signatures are placed only at the right 
hand of the top face. It will thus be noted 
that no matter how the note is engaged in 
handling, providing the same is held length 
wise, it requires no reversal of its faces or 
ends to enable the ready perception of its de 
nomination, the name of the payer or the 
payee, and that thereby a great Saving in time 
is occasioned in handling bank-notes. 

It will be understood that my invention is 
not limited to any particular arrangement of 
the characters upon the note other than that 
the characters at the opposite extremities be 
arranged inversely to each other and that 
otherwise the same may be greatly varied 
without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention. 

IIaving thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. As a new article of manufacture, the 
herein-described bank-note, having at its op 
posite extremities characters for representing 
the denomination arranged inversely one with 
the other, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

477,088 

2. As a new article of manufacture, the 
herein-described note, the same having at its 
opposite extremities characters for represent 
ing the name of the payer and payee, the 
characters at one extremity being arranged 
inversely to the characters at the opposite ex 
tremity, substantially as and for the purpose 
specified. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, the 
herein-described bank-note, the same having 
at the opposite extremities of each of its op 
posite faces characters representing the de 
nomination of the note, the name of the payer 
and payee, said characters at one extremity 
of one face being arranged inversely to the 
characters on the opposite extremity of Said 
face, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name, in the presence of two attesting wit 
nesses, at Syracuse, in the county of Onon 
daga, in the State of New York, this 10th day 
of November, 1891. - 

WILLIAM W. WOOD. 
Witnesses: 

CLARK H. NORTON, 
L. M. BAXTER. 
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