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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

PETER HENRICHs, OF ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

S E CO NA S HO VNV- CAS E 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 267,426, dated November 14, 1882. 
Application filed November 16, 1881. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: struction and adjustment of the shelves. This 
Be it known that I, PETER HENRICHS, a latter is not in any sense, an improvement on 

citizen of the United States, residing at Erie, anything shown in said patent. 
in the county of Erie and State of Pennsylva- The above-named improvements are as fol 
nia, have invented a new and useful Improve-lows: 
ment in Sectional Show-Cases; and I do here- The stationary part of the case, whether sin 
by declare that the following is a full, clear, gle or double, is constructed as follows: It is 
and exact description thereof, reference being composed of a base, C, a body, A, and a top, 
had to the accompanying drawings and the D. The body Apossesses no special peculiari 
letters or figures of reference marked thereon. ties of construction. The base C differs from 
My invention relates to the construction of that shown in the patent referred to, in that 

sectional show-cases for exhibiting various ar- it has an extension, C, out under the wing, (or, 
ticles. My show-cases are intended princi. if double, it has extensions each way out under 
pally for use in stores on the counters for ex- the wings.) This extension of the base is of 
hibiting fine articles of merchandise; but their very great importance, as it gives the whole 
use is not confined within such limits, as cases case a firm base, and the swinging of the 
constructed, in whole or in part, as I shall here. wings is not affected by any unevenness in the 
inafter describe them may be used for book- counter or other object sustaining the case. 
cases, pigeon-hole cases, and Wardrobes. Further than this, it enables me to hinge or 
The various features of my invention will pivot the wing wholly independent of the body 

fully appear in the following general descrip-A. The wings are pivoted by devices shown 
tion and claims. in Figs. 6 and 7 at the points b' b' on the 
My device is illustrated in the accompany. extension C and the extension d of the top. 

ing drawings as follows: The extensions C extend the full width of the 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a double wing, and finish with an ornamental molding 
beyond, giving a solid and base-like appear 
ance. On these extensions inlay curved me 
tallic tracks III, which come up flush with 
the top of the base. On the under side of the 

The body of the case consists of a stationary bottom of the wing are also inlaid similar me 
part, A, and a swinging part, B. When the tallic tracks, which are so placed that they 

case, the case being shown as open. Fig. 2 is 

case is double, as shown in Fig.1, its stationary will overlie the tracks on the base. One or the 

a like view of a single case. Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, and S are views showing details of construc 
tion, and will be fully explained hereinafter. 

part A is of double the width of that part in a other of these sets of tracks may be of Babbitt 
single case, or about that, and it is provided or other frictionless metal, or both may be, if 
With two swinging parts BB. In other re-desired. Even where both are of iron the ef. 
spects the details of construction may be the fect in avoiding friction is very great. 
same. However, in the drawings I have shown If desired, friction-rollers may be used on 
the two cases constructed somewhat differently the under side of the bottom of the Wing. In 
for the purpose of illustrating alternative con- practice I find it desirable to raise the track 
structions of certain parts, which are, however, nearest the pivot very slightly above the others, 
Susceptible of application on either case. especially at its inner end, as it prevents any 

In a previous patent granted to me May 8, tendency to sag the wing at a distance from 
1877, No. 190,586, Ishow a case with a sta 
tionary and a swinging part. Much of my The inner tracks-that is, the ones nearest 
present invention consists of improvements on to the pivot-are constructed as shown in Fig. 
the construction there shown. These improve- 8, where it will be seen that the lower one is 
ments are as follows: first, in the construc- provided with a lug, i, at its outer end, and 
tion of the stationary part of the case, includ- the upper one-that is, the one on the SWing 
ing its base and top; second, in the construc- || ing section-is provided with a catch, i'. When 
tion of the swinging parts or wings, including the swinging section is thrown out SO that it 
the manner of hanging the same and overcom. stands at or about at light angles to the station 
ing friction in their movement; third, in the con- ary section, these catches engage and prevent 

the pivot. 
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the case swinging farther out. The object of 
this is to keep the swinging case always over 
the extension C of the base, and thus always 
sustaining the section B and preventing a strain 
upon its pivots. When thus constructed, the 
weight of the swinging section never Comes 
wholly upon the pivots, but is borne by the 
base C", and the points of contact between 
these parts B and C are always on the metal 
tracks. As before stated, the Swinging Sec 
tions are pivoted at the points b'l' on the ex 
tension C and d. This makes the SWinging 
section wholly independent of the body A. 
When the swinging sections are sustained 
upon the base, as described above, they might 
be hinged to the post of the body A. With far 
more likelihood of being sustained than where 
the case IB swings free; but such a construc 
tion must be weak, especially When it is Dec 
essary that the posts be very small, to give a 
proper finish to the case. By the method of 
hinging the case B above mentioned the con 
struction is very strong. The binge I use to 
mount these is intended to give very great 
strength to the pivotal point. These hinges 
are shown in Figs. 6 and 7. I do not make any 
claim in this application to the hinge shown 
in these figures, but intend making it the Sub 
ject of another application. Fig. 6 is a per 
spective view of the irons forming the hinge. 
Fig. 7 is a section on the line at a in Fig. 6, and 
slows the base or top, as the case may be, 
upon which the part 1 of the hinge is mounted. 
Part 1 of the hinge is let into the base or top, 
as the case may be, and part 2 is let into the 
end of the section or wing B. The pivot-bolt 
is a headless screw, which passes through both 
parts 1 and 2 and down into the wood below. 
Any strain upon this pivot-bolt by the action 
of the wing is sustained by the whole length of 
the screw and the Wood in which it is set, and 
also by the part 1 and the Wood in which it is Set. 
The whole construction is very strong, and will 
sustain a great amount of racking without giv 
ing way in the least. It is much stronger than 
it would be if the pivot-point were a part of 
either of the parts 1 or 2 and depended on their 
attaching-screws to sustain the racking, and it 
is also much stronger than it would be if the bolt 
3 were alone depended upon without the fac 
ing-piece 1. To hinge in this manner it is de 
sirable that the top of the body extend over the 
wing either the full width of the Wing, as shown 
in my former patent, and in Fig. 2, or it may 
simply extend far enough to give a bearing 
for the pivot and to cover the seam or joint 
and exclude dust. This slight projection is 
shown at d in Fig. 1. Such a construction as 
this gives a very fine effect, especially in dot 
le cases, and it enables me to put glass tops 

in the Wings, as at b b, which gives more light 
in the case and adds to the beauty. It is very 
advantageous to do this in double cases. In 
double cases the central or stationary part is 
double the width (or may be) of the wings, and 
still affords free access, when the case is open, 
to all the articles on exhibition, because ac 
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cess may be had from either side. This part 
being so wide, the central top part would be 
very much shaded if the top D extended out 
over the wings, while if made, as shown, with 
glass tops on the Wings the light is unob 
structed. Besides this, it makes the Wings 
lighter and makes them look more open and 
airy. 
The construction shown in Fig. 2, so far as 

the base and top are concerned, is intended 
more especially for cases where the molding 
is silvered or nickel-plated. The object of it 
is to give as light and fragile an appearance 
as possible. It will be noticed that the glass 
panels extend from the top to the base, no 
cross-rail being used either at the top or bot 
tom. The base and top are finished with a 
molding having at least two members. As 
shown it is an ogee. On the stationary part 
i. e., below and above the part A-this mold 
ing is solid, while on the extension C only 
one member of the molding is used, and the 
companion member is upon the swinging sec 
tion B. When the case is closed the mold 
ing is complete and uliform around the case. 
The real base of this case is the part having 
thereon the member M of the molding, and 
so of the top. The parts LL and L'L' of the 
compartments bear the other member of the 
molding. In the stationary part these men 
bers are joined and in the Swinging part they 
are separate; but when the case is closed the 
molding all around the case appears solid. 
In fact, When the case is closed it is hardly 
observa ble that it is a sectional case. This 
effect is helped by the manner of hinging the 
swinging case, as no hinges are visible. This 
construction is as applicable to the case shown 
in Fig. 1 as to any other. Otherwise than as 
just described the construction in both Figs. 1. 
and 2 is the Same. 
The shelves are made of racks and are very 

light, both as to Weight and appearance. They 
are constructed as follows: IFE are end cross 
pieces, and are made of cast-iron. They are 
so formed as to be very light. Their inner rib 
or flange is provided with square notches f, 
into which fit the ends of the longitudinal strips 
II, which also have a kerf or notch, h, which 
receives the lib. A pin, h, passes through the 
strip H, which is of wood, and is bent up 
against the under side of the piece F. This 
pin can be turned around at pleasure from the 
piece IF, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 5, and 
the strip H can thereby be easily removed. 
The rack when thus constructed is very strong. 
The outer longitudinal strips, G, are formed with 
a rabbet, as shown in Fig. 1, at 11, and in Fig. 3. 
These Strips are thicker than the others, so the 
flange or rib formed by the rabbet sets up above 
the face of the other strips, H. This has the 
effect of a bead along the edge of the shelf and 
prevents things from slipping off. This is very 
useful, especially on the wings, as a sudden 
Opening or closing of one of them might knock 
things off the shelf. This rib is also useful 
When it is desired to lay a pane of glass on the 

7 ? 

75 

95 

OO 

O 

II 5 

I 25 



O 

267,426 

rack, which I often do to form a tight shelf for ping ledge while being opened and when at 
small articles and still maintain the light, airy 
appearance. (This is shown in Fig. 3.) The 
beadgin such a construction of the shelf serves 
as a protection to the edge of the glass as well 
as a bead along the edge of the shelf. These 
shelves are sustained and adjusted in the case 
as follows: E (see Fig. 4, also Fig. 1) is a cor 
ner-iron, which is attached in each corner of 
each compartment of the case. It is provided 
at intervals of about an inch with ledgese, 
which form sockets for the points e' of the end 
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pieces, F, of the shelves to rest in. The cor 
ner-piece E is of cast-iron, and is made very 
light, and is so fashioned as to be ornamental. 
It may be nickelled, bronzed, or otherwise or. 
namented, and give a handsome effect. It will 
be readily seen that the shelf can be adjusted 
at various heights by putting the endset in the 
proper sockets e. 
Of course I am aware that book and other 

shelves are adjusted by placing the sticks on 
which they rest in different notches in corner 
pieces in the case; but it will be observed that 
my construction is different, in that a part of 
the shelf itself enters the notch, and that no 
cross-strips are used for the shelf to rest upon; 
and, also, by the socket-shaped form of the 
notches and the form of the endse', which form 
the corners of the shelves, the shelf, when in 
place, is held so it cannot sag or move laterally. 

I am also aware that cases have heretofore 
been made with movable sections, having 
molding on their base, that corresponds to the 
molding on the case proper, but are not sup 
ported by said base when open. My device 
differs from that, in that the molding on my 
swinging section is a segmental section of the 
molding on the base which supports the swing 
ing section, and when opened carries the sec 
tion with it, leaving, however, the lower part 
upon the base. 

I am also aware that doors have been piv 
oted in the overlapping and underlapping 
ledges of a case, but not sustained by the lower. 
ledge while being opened. I am also aware 
that doors have been sustained while being 
opened, but allowed to hang from the hinges 
while open. My device differs from both of 
these, in that I provide an underlapping ledge 
and pivot the swinging section at the rear and 
near the stationary section, so that when the 
sections are separated the one opened will 
have been sustained during the swinging 
movement and while at rest. Therefore 
What I claim is 
1. A show-case having a stationary section, 

With its base underlapping the Swinging Sec 
tion, which is pivoted at the rear of the over. 
lapping and underlapping partS near the Sta. 
tionary sections, as described, so that the mov 
able section will be sustained by the underlap. 

rest, either open or closed. 
2. A show-case having a stationary section, 

with its base provided with friction-tracks and 
underlapping and its top overlapping the 
movable section, as described, Which is piv 
oted at top and bottom in the Overlapping and 
underlapping parts, and When opened is sus 
tained by the underlapping part, substantially 
as described, and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a sectional show-case, a stationary part 
having a base, C, with extension C, and a top, 
D, with an extension, d, in combination with a 
SWinging Section, B, having a glass top, b, 
mounted on said extensions C and d, substan 
tially as shown. 

4. A show-case having a stationary section, 
with its base underlapping the swinging sec 
tion, which is provided with a segmental mold 
ing, that completes the molding upon the case 
when the section is closed, and is pivoted at 
the rear of the overlapping and underlapping 
ledges, near the stationary sections, as de 
scribed, so that the movable section will be 
sustained by the underlapping ledge while 
being opened and when opened or closed, the 
whole combined and arranged as set forth. 

5. In a sectional show-case wherein the 
Swinging section is mounted upon an exten 
sion of the base of the stationary section, the 
combination, with said base and Swinging sec 
tion, of curved frictional tracks, arranged sub 
stantially as shown, and having upon one of 
said tracks, and its companion, catches, sub 
stantially as shown, for preventing the swing 
ing section Swinging beyond the underlying 
base. 

6. In an exhibition-case, a shelf consisting of 
a rack formed of metallic end pieces, F, hav 
ing a rib or flange with notches f, and longi 
tudinal strips H, having notches l and clasps 
h', substantially as and for the purposes set 
forth. 

7. In an exhibition-case, a shelf consisting 
of a rack having rabbeted longitudinal strips 
Gg, and intermediate longitudinal strips, H, 
the upper surfaces of which are on the same . 
plane as the lower face of the rabbet, which 
serves as a lateral support for a plate resting 
on strips E. 

S. In an exhibition-case, a shelf having at its 
corners projecting tips e, in combination with 
the corner-pieces E, having socketse, attached 
to the corner-posts of said case, substantially 
as shown. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of 
November, 1881. 

PETTER HENRICS. 
Witnesses: 

JINO. K. HALLOCK, 
W. R. EDELEN. 
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