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10 Claims.

This invention relates to articles of jewelry or
the like and more particularly to improvements
in. monogram units for use on bracelets, as
brooches and pendants or for ornamenting other
articles such as hand bags, traveling bags, shoe
buckles or the like.

One of the objects of the present invention is
to provide a monogram unit of the type indi-
cated including a frame adapted to mount ini-
tials or other character elements which may be
easily and quickly snapped into position on the
frame.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a monogram unit of the type indicated includ-
ing a frame or holder having a marginal front

plate and resilient flange at the rear thereof

adapted to yield and snap over the outer edges
of character elements to engage therewith as
the elements are pressed from the rear of the
frame toward the plate.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a monogram unit of the type indicated of simple
and compact structure, pleasing and ornamental
appearance, and one which may be economical-
ly manufactured with a minimum of mechani-
cal operations.

Further objects of the improvement are set
forth in the following specification which de~
scribes a preferred form of construction of the
invention, by way of example, as illustrated by
the accompanying drawing.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred em-
podiment of the monogram unit forming the
subject-matter of the present invention, show-
ing it suspended as a pendant;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged rear elevational view of
the unit showing the relationship of ‘the cooper-
ating parts on the supporting frame and:char-
acter elements when the latter are mounted in
position on the irame; )

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
on line 3—3 of Fig. 2 showing the interlocking
parts for holding the elements against lateral
movement on the frame;

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view taken
on line 4—4& of Fig. 2 showing the holding means
on the frame engaging the opposite sides of the
end portions of the elements;

Tig. 5 is a transverse sectional view taken
on line 5—5 of Fig. 2 showing the offset rela-
tionship of the end portions of the elements
which form shoulders for engaging the edges
of the marginal front plate of the frame;

Tig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 showing the

(CL 40—140)

manner of mounting the character elements in
position on the frame;

Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view of the rear
of the supporting frame showing one of the
retaining flanges;

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the frame simi- &
lar to Fig. 7 but viewed from the opposite direc-
tion to show the opposite retaining flange in
detail; and

Fig, 9 is a detailed perspective view of one
form of character element adapted for appli-
cation to the frame.

The present invention comprises generally a
frame or holder having a marginal front plate
portion with retaining flanges extending at an
angle to the rearward face of the plate portion
and terminating in spaced relation thereto.
Character elements such as initial letters hav-
ing projecting end portions are mounted on the
frame by pressing them into position from the
rear to seat their end portions against the back
of the front plate while engaging them under
the edges of the retaining flanges. During this
movement the resilient retaining flange at the
bottom of the frame yields and snaps over the
edge of the end portions of the elements and
into engagement. therewith. Preferably, the
end portions of the elements are offset with re-
spect to their body portions to provide shoulders
for engaging the inner lateral edges of the frame
and are provided with lugs for cooperation with
slots in the flanges to hold the elements against
lateral movement on the frame.

Referring to the drawing, the frame {0 is here-
in illustrated as having a front plate or marginal
portion I of rectangular contour with a corre-
spondingly shaped opening 2. At its outer edge
the frame 18 has a marginal rim i3 extending
rearwardly from the pilate t1. Resilient retain-
ing flanges 14 and {5 exftend from the rim at the
top and bottom of the frame inwardly and then
forwardly at substantially right-angles to the
rearward face of the plate 1, said flanges being
formed by bent-over extensions of the rim. The
terminal edges of the flanges 14 and 15 are spaced 45
from the plate i1 and have a series of opposed
slots 16 and 17 arranged in spaced relation longi-
tudinally of the frame. As illustrated in the
drawing the slots 16 in the top flange (4 are
shallow while the slots 17 in the bottom flange
15 extend through the forwardly- and inwardly-
directed portions thereof and into a portion of the
marginal rim {8 to divide the flange 18 into lat-
erally-positioned spring-fingers.

Preferably, the frame 18 is constructed from a
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single plate of suitable sheet material such as
metal, celluloid or the like with its central portion
cut out to form the opening {2. The frame §0
may take any cther configuration and be orna-
mented by embossing its front plate or wall by a
stamping operation. The edge portions of the
front plate {{ are folded rearwardly, inwardly and
forwardly to forin the marginal rim (3 and re-
taining flanges {4 and {5; opposite folded over
side flanges 18 cooperating with the flanges (4
and {5 to give a finished appearance to the frame
with mitered joints at the corners. The marginal
rim {3 at the top of the frame 10 may be slitted
and struck up as at !9 to provide a bail for at-
taching the frame to a chain 20 when the mono-
gram unit is to be used as a pendant. The frame
8 is herein shown as of rectangular contour with
its front wall ornamented by an embossed rib 21;
but it is to be understood that the frame may be
otherwise suitably ornamented or embellished by
engraving, enameling or setting it with jewels.

The character elements to be mounted in the
frame may have any suitable contour or outline
and as herein illustrated are in the form of initial
letters. 'The character elements are preferably
punched from sheet stock and as herein shown
each has a body portion 25 cut in the outline of a
letter with projecting end portions 28 and 27, see
Fig. 8. The end portions 26 and 27 of the char-
acters are preferably offset with respect to their
body portions to form shoulders 28 and 29 and
the main portions of the characters may be curved
or arched throughout their length to add to their
artistic appearance, see Fig. 6. The end portions
25 and 27 extend laterally throughout substan-
tially the width of the body portion of each char-
acter and have centrally-positioned upset ribs or
lugs 80 and 3{ which project from their rearward
faces. The lugs 38 and 31 extend slightly beyond
the ends of the elements for a purpose as will
later appear.

As shown in Figs. 2 and 5, the character ele-
ments 25 are adapted to be mounted in the frame
10 with the shoulders 23 and 29 engaging the op-
posite marginal edges of the front plate 11 at the
opening {2 and with their end portions 26 and 21
overlying the rearward face of the plate on oppo-
site sides of the opening. When so positioned
the terminal edges of the retaining flanges 14
and {5 overlie and engage the rearward faces of
the end portions 26 and 27 adjacent their outer
edges to positively hold the elements 25 in the
frame. The rearwardly-projecting lugs 30 and
31 engage the slots 16 and {7 in the opposite
flanges 14 and 15 and hold the elements 25 in
spaced relation in the frame. The engagement
of the shoulders 28 and 29 with the edges of the
front plate 11 at the opening i2 prevents length-
wise movement of the elements 25 so that the
latter are held against any movement in the frame
after they have been mounted in their proper
position.

As different purchasers of monogram units usu-
ally require different combinations of initials
these elements must be set in the frame at the
time of a purchase. The present improved con-
struction of the frame 18 and character elements
26 facilitates the operation of assembling char-
acters on the frame while requiring a minimum
of time and practically no skill or expertness. To
apply an element 25 to the frame (0 its end por-
tion 26 is inserted under the terminal edge of the
top flange {4 at the rear of the plate {{ with its
projecting lug 30 in engagement with one of the
shallow slots {8, see Fig. 6. The opposite or bot-
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tom end of the element is then carried down to-
ward the frame with its lug 3{ in register with
the slot 17 in the bottom flange i5. The end por-
tion 27 of the element 25 is next pressed into the
frame 10 to engage its forward side with the rear-
ward face of the plate (f. During this operation
the edge of the end portion ZT bears against and
slides over the face of the flange 15 causing the
latter to yield or spring toward the rim 3. After
the end portion 27 of the element 25 passes by the
terminal edge of the flange 15 the latter snaps
back over the rearward side thereof due to the in-
herent resiliency of the flange. The shoulders 28
and 29 of the element 25 will then abut the edges
of the plate {1 at the opening 12 and the lugs 38
and 31 will engage in the slots i6 and 17 to hold
the elements against lateral movement in the
frame. A purchaser may select the initials or

other characters 25 which he desires to be mounted

in the frame i0 and these may be quickly inserted
in place with their ends held under the top and
bottom flanges {4 and {5 and with the lugs 30
and 31 engaging the spaced slots 16 and {7 to
properly position the character elements in spaced
relation.

The invention having now been explained it will
be observed that a monogram unit is provided
which facilitates the mounting of character ele-
ments in a supporting frame or holder by merely
pressing them laterally thereinto.

It will further be observed that the character
elements when so mounted in the frame are held
against longitudinal movement by the engage-
ment of their opposite shoulders with the edges
of the plate at the opening, against transverse
movement by the engagement of their projecting
lugs with the slots in the flanges, and prevented
from bodily movement out of the frame by the en-
gagement of the plate and terminal edges of the
flanges with the opposite sides of their end por-
tions.

It will still further be observed that the struc-
ture of the present device is very simple and com-
pact and lending to economical manufacture.

While the device is herein shown and described
as embodied in a preferred form of construction,
it will be understood that various modifications
may be made in the form, shape and arrange-
ment of the parts thereof without departing from
the spirit or scope of the invention. The frame
may take shapes other than that illustrated in
the drawing, the retaining flanges may be so slot-
ted that both ends of the character elements can
be pressed into the frame, and the retaining
flanges may be arranged to yield sidewise in-
stead of longitudinally of the elements as shown.
Therefore, without limitation in this respect, I
claim:

1. An article of the type indicated comprising
a frame having an opening therein, character
elements in the opening having end portions abut-
ting the side of the frame, means on said frame
engaging the opposite sides of the end portions
of the elements to hold the latter in the frame,
said holding means yielding in a direction longi-
tudinally of the elements to permit the ends of
the latter to be snapped into the frame, and in-
terlocking parts on said holding means and end
portions of said elements to restrain the latter
against movement longitudinally of the frame.

2. An article of the type indicated comprising a
frame having an opening therein, character ele-
ments in the opening having offset end portions
abutting the side of the frame and forming in-
termediate shoulders engaging the edges of the
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frame af the opening, holding means on the frame
engaging the opposite sides of the end portions
of said elements and yielding to permit the ele-
ments to be mounted in the frame by press-
ing them laterally with respect to the plane of
the frame, and interlocking parts on said holding
means and the end portions of said elements
whereby the elements are held against sidewise
movement in the frame.

3. An article of the type indicated comprising
a frame having a front plate, a character ele-
ment having end portions engaging the plate,
and a resilient flange on the frame at the rear of
the plate adapted to yield and snap over the edge
of the end portion of the character element to
engage its side as the element is pressed into the
frame from the rear and toward the front plate.

4. An article of the type indicated comprising
a frame having a front plate with an opening
therein, character elements in the opening hav-
ing projecting end portions overlying the plate,
and a flange on the frame at the rear of the plate
extending forwardly to engage its edge with the
opposite side of the end portions of the elements,
said flange having slots arranged in spaced re-
lationship, said flange adapted to yield to permit
the end portions of the elements to be snapped
into position as they are pressed toward the plate,
and lugs on the end portions of the elements en~
gaging the slots in the flange to hold the ele-
ments in spaced relation.

5. A device of the type indicated comprising a
frame having a front portion with resilient flanges
on the rearward side thereof extending forwardly
toward the front of the frame, and character
clements having their end portions engaged on
opposite sides by the front portion of the frame
and the edges of the flanges, the forwardly-di-
rected portions of said flanges being spaced a
distance apart slightly less than the length of the
elements and adapted to yield to snap over the
edges of the end portions of the elements to en~
gage the side thereof as the elements are pressed
forwardly from the rear of the frame.

6. An article of the type indicated comprising
a plate having rim portions folded rearwardly,
inwardly and then forwardly to form resilient
flanges with their edges terminating in spaced
relation to the plate, and character elements hav-
ing their end portions heid between the plate and
terminal edges of the flanges, said elements being

3

slightly longer than the distance between the
forwardly-directed portions of the flanges which
are adapted to yield as the elements are pressed
laterally into position in the frame.

7. A frame in which character elements are
adapted to be mounted comprising a front por-
tion having an opening therein and resilient mar-
ginal flanges on the top and bottom of the frame
overlying the rearward face of the latter, said
resilient flanges being adapted to yield laterally
to permit the elements to ke snapped into place
between.the edges of the flanges and the rearward
face of the frame. )

8. A frame for holding character elements com-
prising a front portion having an opening therein
and flanges on the top and bottom of the frame
extending inwardly and forwardly to overlie the
rearward face thereof with their edges terminat-
ing in spaced relation thereto, the edges of said
flanges having slots formed therein.

9. An article of jewelry comprising a frame
having a front plate with an opening therein, in-
dividual character elements extending across the
opening with their end portions abutting the
rearward face of the plate, and a flange on the
frame curled around to overlie the rearward face
of the front plate in spaced relation thereto and
adapted to yield to cause it to snap over the end
portions of the character elements as the latter
are pressed into abutting engagement with the
front plate, said flange engaging the end por-
tions of the character elements opposite the plate
and cooperating therewith to hold them in the
frame,

10. An article of jewelry comprising a frame
having a front plate with an opening therein,
character elements extending across the opening,
said character elements having offset end por-
tions abutting the rearward face of the front
plate and forming intermediate shoulders engag-
ing the edges thereof at the opening therein, and
resilient holding means on the frame arranged in
spaced relation to the rearward face of the plate
and adapted to yield and snap over the end por-
tions of the character elements as the latter are
pressed into abutting engagement with the plate,
said resilient means engaging the rearward faces
of the end portions of the character elements and
cooperating with the plate to hold them in posi-
tion in the frame. :
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