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(57) Abstract

An apparatus for aiding in the treatment of cardiac arrest
elongated bladder (12) attached between its opposite ends and a
bladder has a conductive portion (20, 30) which serves as an elec
hardening the esophagus behind the heart. The heart is then

patients which includes a flexible tube (10) having an’
stomach bladder (28) attached to its distal end. Each
trode. The esophageal bladder serves as a platform by
compressed between the sternum and the hardened

esophageal bladder, thus enhancing artificial circulati

on. A defibrillation countershock is administered thrbugh the low

impedance pathway between the stomach and esopageal electrodes in order to defibrillate the heart.
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