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This invention relates to a marking panel and 
container therefor Suitable for marking the. 
boundary or guide lines of an athletic field Or 
the yard lines of a football gridiron. 
An object of the invention is to provide a dis 

appearing line. marker. 
Another object is to provide a disappearing. 

marking panel having. a container permanently 
established and Secure against "unauthorized 
removal. 

. Other and further objectS. of the invention 
will appear as the description proceeds, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawing, in. 
which:- 

Fig. 1 is a plan view in elevation of a football 
field showing one form of installation of mark 
ing panels and containers therefor. 

Fig.2 is a side view partly in section and partly 
in elevation of a marking panel and container 
embodying our invention. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view partly in elevation and 
partly in section on lines 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary side view in elevation 
of the top portion of the container partially 
broken away. 

Fig. 5 is a view in section on lines 5-5 of 
Fig. 2. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
the numeral to refers to a panel on which in 
dices 
the panel 0 is constructed of rubber or other 
resilient material, as are the letters, , which 
are attached thereto and present a raised sur 
face. The panel is preferably tapered in CrOSS 
Section, With the widest portion thereof at its 
lower edge. The upper corners. 2 and 3, and 
the edges 4, 5 and 16, are preferably beveled 
or rounded for safety. At the upper edge, 5, 
of panel 0, is a pull handle , having legs, 8, 
slidable in the angle means or plates i9, and 
provided with detents, 20, for preventing com 
plete removal of the handle from plates 9. A 
recess at 2 is provided in order that handle 
will drop into the upper edge, 5, of plate 10, 
When not in use. 
The lower end of panel, , has a metal skirt, 

22, which is fastened thereon by threaded means 
23. End panels 24 provide the legs. 25 in the 
portions thereof that extend below the panel ) 
and are secured to the skirt 22 by threaded 
means 25. 
The container 27 is formed of two plates 28 

and 29, provided with a plurality of emboss 
ments 3), as a strengthening means, and With 
the lower edges. 31, outwardly bent at right 

l, are shown. In the preferred form, 

1935, serial No. 25,770 
(C. 40-125) 
angles to form horizontally aligned flanges, to. 
which is secured the base plate 32, which latter 
may be of any necessary Width aS. a means of 
Securing the container in the ground against 
unauthorized removal. 

Plates 28 and 29 are connected at the vertical 
side edges thereof by the channels. 33 and 34, 
and fastened thereto by threaded or other means, 
35. Channels are vertically disposed, having 
the closed Sides thereof on the Outside. Chan 
nels 24, together with the adjacent portions of 
panel 0 are cut a Way at 36 thereof to house the 
coil expansion springs 37 and the detent balls. 38. 
The side plates 28 and 29, are bent outwardly 

at 39 and 40 to form with the channel 44, the 
relatively wider compartment 42 for housing the 
cover member 43 when the panel () is extended 
upwardly. A pair of angle members 44 and 
45 extend horizontally along the top edges of 
plates. 28. and 29, disposed so as to have the Wer 
tical portions. 46 thereof fixed against the par 
allel with said plates, and the horizontal portions 
47 extending outwardly from the bottom edges 
of said vertical portions. The horizontal por 
tions have extensions 48 on Which is fixed by 
threaded or other means, 49, the plate. 50, con 
taining any suitable: locking means, 5, having 
a bolt 52. The horizontal portion 47 of angle 
member 44 has fixed thereon by threaded or 
other means, 53, the guide string hook or pin. 54. 
The side top edges of plates. 28 and 29, where 
they form the compartment 42, are turned in 
wardly to form the detents 55 as also is the top 
edge of channel 4 to form the detent 56. The 
cover member 43. has the top portion 57, the 
downwardly extending frontal portion 58, slotted 
at 59 thereof to receive the bolt 52, the down 
Wardly extending side portions 60, and the rear 
wardly extending end portion 6, which is en 
larged to prevent the removal thereof from 
compartment 42 and is kept therein by means 
of the detents 55 and 56. The cover member 43 
has a Water-proof lining 62 for sealing the same 
against the upper edges of the container. One 
of the end channels 24 is slotted at 63 thereof 
to form a keeper for the bolt 52, thus locking 
the panelin its upper extended position. The side 
channels 33 and 34 of the container are pro 
vided adjacent the upper ends With recesses 64 
for the reception of the detent balls 38 When 
said panel is in its upper and locking position. 

In use, the container is permanently placed in 
the ground with its upper or cover edge adjacent 
the surface-thereof, and in the case of a football 
gridiron, this would be at the end of a yard line. 
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It is intended that a marker shall be placed 
at each end of each yard line, as shown in Fig. 
1 of the drawing, and so positioned that a line, 
when attached at each end to hooks 54 
of oppositely disposed markers, Would be an 
exact guide for the use of a yard line line 
depositing device. When the marker is not in 
use, it may be removed from the container 
shown and stored elsewhere, or, it may be 
kept lowered in the container with the cover 
member 43 closed and locked. When it is de 
cided to use the marker, as when a game is be 
ing played, the lock 5 is opened, withdrawing 
the bolt 52 and freeing the locking end of cover 
member 43 so that it may be raised and the 
entire cover member slid into the auxiliary con 
partment 39. Protruding edges of the frontal 
portion 58 are disposed at the sides thereof, 
adapted to be manually returned to closed posi 
tion when necessary. When the cover 43 has 
been placed within the compartment 42, the 
handle IT may be pulled up and by this means 
the panel may be brought up to the point where 
the detent balls 38, under pressure of Springs 
37, Will lodge within the recesses 64, thus main 
taining it in proper position. At this point also 
the locking means 5 may be used to prevent 
interference with the marker. The rounded 
edges and corners of the panel 0 will prevent 
injury to any players who might come into con 
tact with it, and this factor of safety will be 
augmented by the resilient character of the ma 
terial used in the panel and the raised letters 
thereof. 

It will be understood that the device is capable 
of various modifications in structure and design 
without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion, all within the scope of the appended 
claim.S. 
Having thus described our invention, what we 

claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is:- 

1. In a device of the class described, a Con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
with its upper open end level. With the Surface 
thereof, a base plate attached to the botton 
thereof to prevent removal thereof from the 
ground, a panel freely slidable in said container 
and releasable means on said panel engageable 
with means in the container to maintain it in 
Withdrawn relationship to the latter. 

2. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
With its upper open end level With the Surface 
thereof, a flexible panel freely slidable therein, 
a metal skirt covering the lower portion of Said 
panel and means on Said skirt engageable With 
means in the container for holding said panel 
at a predetermined height. 

3. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
with its upper open end level with the surface 
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thereof, a flexible panel freely slidable therein, 
a metal skirt covering the lower portion of said 
panel, means on Said skirt engageable with 
means in the container for holding Said panel 
at a predetermined height, and releasable lock 
ing means for the panel in Said position. 

4. In a device of the class described, a coln 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
With its upper Open end level. With the surface 
thereof, a flexible panel slidable therein, handle 
means on the top of said panel, a metal skirt 
covering the bottom of said panel and releasable 
means in said skirt for engaging with means in 

2,085,694 
the container to hold the panel at a predeter 
mined height. 

5. In a device of the class described, a COn 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
with its upper open end level with the surface 
thereof, a panel slidable therein, a cover for Said 
container and an auxiliary compartment on 
said container for holding the cover member 
When the panel is withdrawn. 

6. In a device of the class described, a Con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground with 
its upper open end level with the surface thereof, 
a panel slidable therein, indicia on Said panel, a 
handle for withdrawing said panel, an auxiliary 
compartment vertically disposed on the side of 
said container, and a cover for said container 
slidable into said auxiliary compartment. 

7. In a device of the class described, a Con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
with its upper open end level with the Surface 
thereof, horizontal embossments on the side 
Walls of said container for strengthening the 
same, a base plate attached to the bottom there 
of to prevent removal thereof from the ground, 
a cover for said container, a vertical auxiliary 
compartment on one end of said container 
adapted to receive said cover, a panel slidable in 
said container, a metal skirt for said panel, end 
channels secured to said skirt protruding below 
the panel to provide legs therefor, releasable 
spring means in said end channels and means in 
said container adapted to engage therewith to 
maintain the panel in a predetermined position. 

8. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
With its upper open end level With the Surface 
thereof, horizontal embossments. On the side 
walls of said container for strengthening the 
same, a base plate attached to the bottom there 
of to prevent removal thereof from the ground, 
a cover for said container, a vertical auxiliary 
compartment on One end of Said container 
adapted to receive said cover, a panel slidable in 
said container, a metal skirt for Said panel, end 
channels Secured to said skirt protruding below 
the panel to provide legs therefor, releasable 
Spring means in said end channels, means in 
Said container adapted to engage thereWith to 
maintain the panel in a predetermined position, 
and releasable locking means for the panel in its 
Withdrawn position. 

9. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground 
With its upper open end level with the Surface 
thereof, a cover for said container, a panel slid 
able in said container for Withdrawal to a pre 
determined height, a vertical auxiliary compart 
ment on an end of said container adapted to re 
ceive said cover When the panel is. Withdrawn 
and locking means on Said container for Secur 
ing the cover in closed position and for main 
taining said panel in withdrawn relation. 

10. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer adapted for positioning in the ground with 
its upper open end level With the Surface thereof, 
a cover for said container, a panel slidable in 
said container for Withdrawal to a predeter 
mined height, a vertical auxiliary compartment 
on an end of said container adapted to receive 
said cover when the panel is withdrawn and re 
leasable locking means On Said. Container for se 
curing the cover in closed position and for 
maintaining said panel in Withdrawn relation. 

CHARLESECKARD. 
WALTER, BARCZEWSKI. 
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