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Fo all whomny it inay coneeri: :
Be it known that I, EMIL FRANK, a citizen
of.the Umtefl States, and a resident of Cin-

cinnati, in'the county of ITamilton and State |
-5 of Ohxo ‘haveinvented a certain new and use-

ful Impxovement in a Combined Shelf-Gnard
“and Advertising Medium, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description,
:reference: being had: to the accompanying

1o drawings, Whlch form a part of my epecxﬁca—

tion.

" -The purpose of my invention is to provide
a:device which is intended for use as a guard
for articles or bottles placed on sh_elves, my

.15 intention being toprovidesnchaguard which

. will not only be very efficient but at the same

o time be simplein constructionand which may

be readily applied to any shelving to which
it is desired the sameshall be afﬁxed It will

20 be readily understood, of course, thatadevice

‘of this kind while it is preferable that it
should be.of light material must also possess
. the requisite strength to sustain the weight
of such articlés as are generally placed on

. 25 shelving of stores at such time when these

articles or bottles should for some reason or
~-other be thrown forward and prevent their
. falling from the shelves.

In addition to the device being used simply

30 as a guard for the packages or bottles placed
> on the shelving T conssruct the guard in such

-a manner that it may also act us an advertis-
ing medium, the guard being preferably con-
structed of thin strips of metal of any width
As illustrated in the drawings, the
metallic strips are so arranged as to present
a surface adapted to receive any desired in-
seription, the inseription being either placed
tlrereon by stenciling, stamping, or in any of
"It is thus ap-
parent that my 1mp10vement serves two pur-
-poses,both of which give it considerable valze.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tionof -several rows of shelving, portions

‘ ,_453the1em being ‘broken away, illustrating my
improve e nent secured toseveral shelves t upon

‘whieh gsome bottles or-packages have been
placed I'ig. 2isasectional view of the shely-
~ing-and my 1mp10vement taken on the line

g0« x, which view illustrates the effect of my

improved guard when bottles or packages to

(No model.}

the front-of the shelving wmay becoms tilted
forward. Fig. 31isa pewpectlve view of my
improved Wumd and advertising medinmw

Like letters of reference 1ndxcate identical’

parts in the various figures.
A A are any ordinar Vshel\ ing arranged to

‘suit the convenience of the useér, seuued to

which in a suitable manner is my improved
guard, which I shall now deseribe.

My 1mpxoved guard comprises the horizon-
tal members ¢ a, which may be of any de-
sired length, the length being regulated by
the needs and desues of theuser.” By thatl
mean that the guard may be of thé entire
length of the dlﬁerent divisions of shelving
or not depeunding upon ‘the quantity of artl-
cles shelyed. I have illustrated the guard
as provided with two of these harizontal mem-
bers, the one being in the same plane with
the shelving, whlle the other is at a sufficient
height above the shelf to answer the purpose
for whufh it-is intended. .These horizontal
members.a a are riveted or otherwise secured
to theupright members or standards b, which

are preferably provided with rxght-anvular
extensions or feet ¢ ¢ and these extensions
provided with openings therethrough for the
reception of a screw or other means for fas-
tening them to the shelf. I have shown the
uprxghts in Fig. 2 fastened to the upper side
of the shelvmg, having the lower horizontal
member a fastened to t,hese uprights or stand-
ards in such a manner as to extend a trifle
below the feet of the uprights and to come
adjacent the edge of the shelving. This is
one form of construction that may be em-
ployed. It may, however, at times be found
desirable to fasten the uprights to the bottom
side of the shelving, in which case I secure

the lower horizontal member to the uprights

at a point so as to bring its bottom edge flush
with the lower edge of the uprights, Fm 3.

As I have stated before, I prefer to con-
struct- my improved guard of stripsof metal
aud so secured’ tovethex as to prov1de a dis-
played surface or fa,ce, preferably on the hori-
zontal members, upon which ihay be placed
any desired advertising matter, as 1llustr?mted
in the drawings.

It is of course understood that t,he uprights
or standards b b must possess the reqmsme
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stiffness that should the weightof any article
which has been placed on the shelf, such as
botties and packages such as are usually
found in groceries and the like, be thrown
against the guard the uprights will have suf-
ficient sirength to prevent the displacement
of the upper horizontal member,and thus hold
the bottles or packages on the shelf.
‘Considerable difficulty has been encoun-
tered in places where bottles of the style and
shapegenerally employed for retainin g flavor-

ing extracts and the like are used, these bot-

tles of course being packed or placed on the
shelving, and quite a lot of damage has oc-
curred by these packages or bottles falling
from the shelving at times when the grocer
or party was selecting from among the lot of
To-overcome the difficulty that I
have just spoken of and prevent, the damage,
grocers have frequently tied strings at a suffi-
cient- distance above the shelf or shelving;

but this has been found very undesirable, -

first, by reason ‘of its appearance, and sec-
ondly, these strings'are constantly tearing
and becoming unfastened, and thusin a sense
making the condition worse than before in
that the grocer or user relied upon this would-

be safeguard which would fail at the time-
when it was especially required. With my.

improved guard this difficulty will be obvi-
ated and affer being secured in place can
constantly be relied upon. In addition to
this advantageds the advantage of the facility
it provides for snitable inscriptions, which
are thus put in a very prominent place and
constantly beéfore the eyes of the customers.

I'have stated that I preferred to construct

N

-stantiallyin the mannershownand described.
- 2. A metallic shelf-guard comprising one

738,783

my improved guard of metal,though of course
other material may be employed; but

- What I wish to claim as my invention and
secure by Letters Patent is—

1. A shelf-gunard comprising one or more
horizontal members, and two or more up-
rightsorstandards, the memhersand uprights
being secured together, and the uprights pro-
vided with right-angular extensions whereby
thé guard may be secured to the shelf, sub-

A

or more horizontal members, and two or more
upright members or standards, said horizon-
tal members being secured to the sides of the
upright members in such a manner as to pre-
sent a display surface or face adapted to re-
ceive any desired inseription, said upright
members having right-angular extensions at
their lower ends whereby they may be se-
cured to the shelf, substantially as shown and
for the purpose described. - :

8. Acombined metallicshelf-guard and ad-
vertising medium. comprising one or more
horizental members, and uprights provided
with right-angular extensions, said exten--
sions having openings therethrough for the
Passage of the fastening medium, said hori-
zontal members being so constructed and se-
cured to the uprights in such 'a manner as to
provide a display-face adapted to receive any
advertisement, substantially in the manner
and for the purpose described. )

EMIL FRANK.

Witnesses: , .

JOSEPH R. ROHRER,
GEORGE HEIDMAN,,
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