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A method and apparatus for distributing picture mail to a frame device
comumunity is described. The present invention comprises one or more
interconnected frame devices. Each frame device has a display region (e.g. an
LCD) surrounded with a border region modeled to resemblea traditionz.ﬂ
picture frame. The border region may be comprised of wood, plastic, or any
other aesthetically pleasing compound. Each frame device is configured to

connect to an interconnection fabric to periodically obtain image data from a

centralized repository and then display that data according to criteria established

by an authorized user. The data repository is populated with image data via the

image collection process. In one or more embodiments of the invention, the

user may specify filter criteria which establishes what network addresses (e.g.
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_picture mail address) are authorized to populate the data repository. The filter
criteria and other information such as the behavior characteristics of each frame
device are established and/or managed via a picture box. The picture box

resides on a server computer and may be obtained by the user upon demand.
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