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To all whom it may concern: !

Be it known that I, HeNrY S. HALE, of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an
Improved Picture-Frame Mat, of which the
following is a specification:

The object of my invention is to nroduce a
cheap, ornamental, and attractive pieture-
frame mat by cutting through the material of
which the mat is composed scroll or other orna-
ments or tracery, through which a backing of
colored paper or other fabric, or any brilliant
material, can be observed.

The mat A, illustrated in the face view, Fig.
1, and in section, Fig. 2, has a central open-
ing, B, of any appropriate form, for the dis-
play of the picture, the edges of the said open-
ing being bound by the usual metal edging .
In the body of the mat are cut openings C of
such forms as the taste of the designer may
suggest; and to the rear face of the mat is
secured a sheet of colored paper, thin metal,
or fabric, b, which, being displayed at the
parts where the mat is cut away, presents an
attractive appearance. The mats thus pro-
duced, while equalling in their ornamentation
the carved, engraved, or painted mats hith-
erto employed, are produced at a cost much
below that of the ordinary mats, which de-
mand separate manipulation to produce the
desired ornamental effect, while a number of
the improved mats may be cut at one time by
a scroll-saw or other instrument. In cutting

the mats away, however, in order to display
the backing, the projecting portious are fre- -
quently left with little or no support, as, for
instance, the tongues ¢ ¢, Fig. 1; and such
parts are liable to be broken, and to become
warped under the influence of heat or moist-
ure. In order to obviate this, I prefer to make
the mat of two or more veneers, i 4, Fig. 2,
cemented together, and so arranged that the
grain of one shall cross that of the other.
Thus constructed, the mat can be cut and
handled with little danger of injury, and the
warping and twisting of delicate portions of

_the tracery are prevented.

I claim as my invention—

1. The within-described picture-frame mat,
havingornamental openings or tracery through
which a backing of colored paper or other fab-
ric or brilliant material can be observed, as
set forth.

2. A picture-frame mat composed of veneers,
arranged as described, and having openings
or tracery combined with ornamental backing,
all as det forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

HENRY S. HALE.
Witnesses:
Wu. A. STEEL,
HuBErT HOWSON.




