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3 Cairns. 

My invention relates to golf apparatuS and 
more particularly to means for indicating the 
path. Which a golf club head follows and the angle 
of the face of the club head with respect to the 
path which the club head follows as the club 
head is propelled through an arc by a player in 
making a stroke. 

It is well known that for a player to achieve 
control in the execution of golf Strokes it is 
necessary that the Swing be 'grooved' to the ex 
tent that the club head follows exactly the Sarie 
path during the flat arc at the botton of the 
SWing each time a stroke is made. It is for this 
reaSOn that golf instructors advocate a great 
deal of practice in SWinging a club Without actu 
ally addressing and stroking a ball. One dif 
ficulty with this practice may be attributed to the 
fact that the player has no means of ascertain 
ing Whether or not the practice SWings are prop 
erly executed with the result that he is quite like 
ly to train the muscles of the body to execute 
and “groove' an improper or faulty SWing. By 
the proper use of my novel golf apparatus, the 
player is enabled to intelligently review the ex 
act nature of each stroke executed and thus is 
given a positive aid in the elimination of faults 
due to improper stroking of the ball. 
My invention has for one of its objects to pro 

Wide an improved means for giving the golf play 
er a Visual indication of the nature of the Stroke 
Which he nakes as he propels a golf club through 
a SWing. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a device to be attached to a golf club which will 
record on a suitable recording surface the path 
of the club head and will leave a record on the 
recording Surface indicating the angle of the 
club head face with respect to the path which 
the club head follows as a stroke is made by a 

10 player. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

Wide an improved attachment for golf clubs which 
Will apprise the player of the faults in his SWing, 
which is of simple construction, which may be 

45 readily attached to a golf club and which is equal 

50 ticularity in the appended claims. 

ly adaptable for use in actual play or in prac 
tice. 
The novel features which I believe to be chair 

acteristic of my invention are set forth with par 
My invention 

itself, however, both as to construction and the 
method of using the Sane together with further 
objects and advantages thereof, may best be un 
derstood by reference to the following description 

55 taken in connection with the accompanying 

(C. 23-35) 
drawing, in which Figure 1 shows one embodi 
ment of my invention including an attachment 
made in accordance thereWith attached to the 
head of a golf club Figure 2 is a botton View of 
the club and the attachment illustrated in Fig 
lure i Figure 3 is a cross Sectional View taken 
along the line 2-2 of Figure 1; Figure 4 shows 
the details of the attaching means; Figure 5 
shows in detail one modification of the device to 

5 

be attached to the golf club head; Figure 5a. 10 
shows a second modification of the device; and, 
Figure 6 illustrates the method of practicing my 
invention and the indications resulting from a 
proper use thereof. v 

Referring to Figures 1, 2, and 3, I have shown i5 
therein an attachment for a golf club which 
is adapted to make a record on a recording Sur 
face 2 as a stroke is made with the club. The 
attachment is firmly held in position against 
the Sole of the head 3 of a golf club by a Suit 
able Securing means 5. 
In the preferred embodiment of my invention 

the attachment comprises a base member 6 
having a plurality of relatively long fingers 7 in 
tegrally connected thereto and extending there 
from as shown in detail in Fig. 5. In Figure 5a, 
I have illustrated a modification wherein each 
base member 6d. is provided with a single finger 
7a. The fingers are preferably from three 
fourths of an inch to an inch and a half in length 

ger or fingers is molded or otherWise formed 
from flexible material such as rubber. It will be 
understood that the fingers may be made of non 
flexible material and may be either rigidly or 
yieldingly connected to the club head, depending 
upon the type of recording surface which is 
Sed. 
The use of flexible fingers is advantageous, 

however, since the flexible fingers will bend easily 
and thus will not interfere with the Soling of the 

: club while the player is addressing a ball. Flex 
ibility of the fingers is also desirable Since it 
minimizes the Wear on the recording surface. 

I have illustrated the recording surface 2 in 
Figures 1 and 3 as consisting of a rug 8 having 
a nap 9 thereon of sufficient height to record the 
path of the fingers 7 which contact the nap as 
a stroke is made With the club. . Any Suitable 
recording Surface may be employed which is 
adaptable for use with a particular type of fin 
ger . In practicing my invention during actual 
play a smooth spot should be selected on the 
ground on which to tee the ball so that the fin 
gers Will leave an accurate record on the Surface 
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2 
of the earth of the nature of the stroke. When 
earth is used as a recording surface the fingers 
may be made of non-flexible material and may 
be rigidly fastened to the club if desired. 

Referring to Figure 4, I have shown the means 
for Securing the attachment to the Sole of the 
club head as comprising a ring 9 Which is 
adapted to be telescoped over the shaft of the 
club and to be held in position by the club head 
3 as shown in Figure 1, and a leather harness 
consisting of the straps and 2, each having 
one end attached to the ring 0. The strap 
is provided with openings 3 which are just large 
enough to accommodate the fingers 7 and which 
are so positioned that the fingerS eXtending 
therethrough are aligned With the center of the 
Striking surface of the face of the club on a line 
perpendicular to the club face edge of the sole 
Of the club when the attachment is attached to 
the club as shown in Figure 2. If an attachment 
made in One piece as shown in Figure 5 is used 
the holes are spaced apart a distance equal to 
the distance between the fingers . If desired, a 
plurality of individual fingers of the type ShOWn. 
in Figure 5a may be used instead of the unitary 
attachment shown in Figure 5. The strap f is 
so shaped that it conforms to the contour of the 
club head when the attaching means is Secured 
in position as shown in Figure 1. 
and the buckle f4 attached to the free end of 
the strap f l are provided to tighten the strap if 
around the club head and thereby firmly Secure 
the attachment in the correct position. By 
this arrangement it will be seen that the fingers 
for marking on the recording surface may be 
readily and economically replaced when neces 
sary. By constructing the attaching means in 
the above described manner the face of the club 
is left unobstructed. When it is desired to praC 
tice my invention in actual play. 

Referring to Figure 6, I have shown the type 
of record which is portrayed on the recording 
surface 2 when a stroke is made with the club. 
The recording surface is provided with an imag 
inary line of ball flight 5 and an actual golf 
ball, or a simulated ball as indicated at 6 haW 
sing a diameter equal to that of a regulation golf 
ball. The full line 7 and the dotted line 8 in 
dicate a golf club head at approximately the 
bottom of the arc of a stroke. As the club head 
approaches the recording Surface during the 
stroke the fingers 7 contact the surface thereof 
as shown in Figures 1 and 3 and record the path 
of the club head during the relatively flat arc 
at the botton of the Stroke. If the club is travel 
ling with the face perpendicular to the path of 
travel, as shown by the full line 7, a Single line 
will be generated as indicated by the dot and 
dash line 9 since the tracings of the fingers on 
the recording surface will be superimposed upon 
each other. If the center of the face of the club 
travels exactly above the center of the simulated 
golf ball this single line Will paSS exactly through 
the center of the simulated ball as shown. How 
ever, if the stroke is improperly executed so that 
the center of the face of the club does not travel 
exactly above the center of the simulated ball 
the single line will not pass through the center 
of the same and will thus indicate to the player 
that he is standing too far away from or too near 
the ball. The single line generated will also in 
dicate to the player whether he is swinging the 
club in Such a manner as to produce a hook or 
in such a manner as will necessarily result in a 
slice. 

The strap 2 
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If a stroke is made such that the club head 

travels with the striking face at an improper 
angle with respect to the path of the club head 
as shown by the dotted line 8, the paths of the 
fingers Will necessarily be independent be- - 
cause of their being secured to the Sole of the 
club head on a line perpendicular to the club 
face edge of the sole of the club in the manner 
hereinbefore described. As a consequence, the 
tracings of the fingers 7 will follow the Spaced 
apart paths indicated by the dotted lines 20. 
The distance d. between the two lines will indi 
cate to the player the approximate angle of the 
face of the club head with respect to the path of 
the club head and will enable him to estimate 
What correction should be made in his grip. On 
the club handle to correct the fault. Thus, it 
will be seen that the divergence of the paths of 
the fingers represented by the distanced Will give 
to the player a visual indication of the magni 
tude of the angular deviation from a right angle 
of the club face edge of the sole of the club head 
with respect to the path of the club head at all 
points along the flat arc at the bottom of the 
stroke. In this connection it is desirable to pro 
vide an attachment having fingers, each ca 
pable of leaving a mark on the recording Sur 
face distinguishable from the mark made by 
another finger in order to apprise the player in 
which direction the grip on the club should be 
shifted to bring the club face to the correct posi 
tion. S. 

From the above description, it will be appar 
ent that by using my novel golf practice appa 
ratus the player is enabled to practice intelli 
gently since the record made on the recording 
surface by the fingers placed on the Sole of the 
club head, as described herein, will indicate clear 
ly the exact position of the club head during the 
interval including the instant. When the club 
head face contacts the ball. 
While I have shown a particular embodiment 

of my invention, it will of course be understood 
that I do not wish to be limited thereto. Since 
various modifications may be made. I conten." 
plate, by the appended claims, to cover any Such 
modifications as fall within the true Spirit and 
scope of my invention . 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

Letters Patent of the United States is: . . . 
1. An attachment for a golf club including a 

base member having a plurality of fingers extend 
ing therefrom, a strap having Spaced apart open 
ings therein large enough to accommodate Said 
fingers, and means including Said strap for Se 
curing said base member to the Sole of the head 
of a golf club. 

2. An attachment for a golf club including a 
strap having a plurality of openings cut therein, 
a plurality of fingers adapted to extend through 
said openings and having base portions adapted 
to rest against one side of Said strap, and means 
including said strap for securing said base por 
tions to the sole of the head of a golf club. 

3. An attachment for a golf club comprising a 
ring adapted to be telescoped over the shaft of a 
golf club and to rest against the head thereof, a 
strap having one end connected to said ring, said 
strap having a plurality of openings cut therein, 
a plurality of fingers adapted to extend through 
said openings and having base portions adapted 
to rest against one side of Said strap, a second 
strap having one end connected to Said ring and 
a buckle for connecting the free ends of Said 
Straps, 
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4. In combination, a golf club, and means in 

cluding a plurality of relatively long slender flex 
ible fingers depending from the sole of the club 
head on a line perpendicular to the club face edge 

5 of the sole of said club head for recording on a 
suitable Surface the path of the club head and 
the magnitude of the angular deviation from a 
right angle of the club face edge of the Sole of 
said club head with respect to the path described 

10 by the club head over said surface as the club is 
propelled through a stroke. 

5. In combination, a golf club, and means in 
cluding a plurality of relatively long flexible fin 
gers depending from the Sole of the club for re 

15 cording on a suitable surface the path of the club 
head and the magnitude of the angular deviation 
from a right angle of the club face edge of the 
sole of Said club head with respect to the path de 
scribed by the club head over said Surface as the 

20 club is propelled through a stroke. 
6. In combination, a golf club, and means at 

tached to the Sole of the club head including a 
plurality of Spaced marking pointS flexibly Sup 
ported at a relatively large distance from the 

25 sole of said club head for recording on a suitable 
Surface the path of the club head and the mag 
nitude of the angular deviation from a right 
angle of the club face edge of the Sole of Said 
club head with respect to the path described by 

30 the club head over said surface as the club is pro 
pelled through a stroke. 

7. Golf apparatus comprising a recCrding Sur 
face having a spot Simulating a golf ball thereon, 
a golf club, and means including a plurality of 
relatively long fiexible fingers depending from the 
sole of said club for recording on said Surface the 
path of said club head and the nagnitude of the 
angular deviation from a right angle of the club 
face edge of the Sole of said club head with respect 

40 to the path described by said club head over Said 
surface as the club is propelled through a stroke. 

8. Golf apparatus Cornprising a recording Sur 
face having a spot simulating a golf ball there 
on, a golf club, and means attached to Said club 

45 including a plurality of Spaced marking pointS 
flexibly supported at a relatively large distance 
from the Sole of Said club for recording on Said 
Surface the path of Said club head and the mag 
Initude of angular deviations of the face of Said 

50 club from a line perpendicular to the path de 
scribed by the club head over said surface and 
in a plane substantially parallel to the sole of said 
club head as the club is propelled through a Stroke. 

9. Golf apparatuS COmprising a recording Sur 
face having a Spot Simulating a golf ball and a 
line simulating a line of ball flight thereon, a golf 
club, a plurality of relatively long flexible fingers 
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depending from the sole of Said club and adapted 
to record on said surface the path of said club 
head and the magnitude of the angular deviation 
from a right angle of the club face edge of the Sole 
of said club head with respect to the path de 
scribed by said club head over the Surface as the 
club is propelled through a stroke and means for 
firmly securing said fingers to the Sole of Said 
club head. 

10. A device adapted to be secured to a golf 
club including a plurality of Spaced marking 
points flexibly supported at a relatively large dis 
tance from the sole of said club and adapted to 
record on a suitable surface the path of the club 
head and the magnitude of the angular deviation 
from a right angie of the club face edge of the 
sole of the club head and the path described by 
the club head over said surface as the club is pro 
pelled through a stroke, and neans for Securing 
said device to the head of a golf club. 

11. A device adapted to be secured to a golf 
club to record on a suitable surface the path of 
the club head and the magnitude of the angular 
deviation from a right angle of the club face edge 
of the sole of the club head and the path de 
scribed by the club head over said surface as the 
club is propelled through a stroke, said device 
comprising a plurality of relatively long flexible 
fingers, and means for securing said fingers to 
the head of a golf club so that the tips of said 
fingers are distantly spaced from the Sole of Said 
club. 

12. A device adapted to be secured to a golf 
club to record on a Suitable surface the path of 
the club head and the magnitude of the angular 
deviation from a right angle of the club face edge 
of the sole of the club head and the path de 
scribed by the club head over said Surface as the 
club is propelled through a stroke, said device 
comprising a plurality of relatively long flexible 
fingers, and means for securing said fingers to 
the Sole of the head of a golf club. On a line Sub 
stantially perpendicular to the club face edge of 
the sole of the club head so that the tips of Said 
fingers are distantly spaced from Said Sole. 

13. An attachment for a golf club comprising 
a finger for indicating the path of the club head 
as the club is propelled through a stroke, means 
including a second finger for indicating, as the 
club is propelled through a stroke, the magnitude 
of the angular deviation from a right angle of 
the club face edge of the sole of the club head 
relative to the path of the club head, and means 
for securing said fingers to the head of a golf 
club. 

ALBERT M. FERRY. 
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