CORRECTED
VERSION*

PCT WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International Bureau

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 5 : (11) International Publication Number: WO 94/09207
* A3
D21F 1/00, 1/48, 1/52 (43) International Publication Date: 28 April 1994 (28.04.94)
) (21) International Application Number: PCT/US93/09863 | (81) Designated States: JP, US, European patent (AT, BE, CH,
‘ -~ DE, DK, ES, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT,
(22) international Filing Date: 13 October 1993 (13.10.93) SE).
(30) Priority data: Published
07/960,732 14 October 1992 (14.10.92) US With international search report.

Before the expiration of the ume limit for amending the

claims and to b blishe ¢ ev i
(71) Applicant (for all designated Siates except US): VALMET ame,,dmg,mf) ¢ republished n the evens of the receipt of

PAPER MACHINERY 'IN_C. [F1/FI]; Panuntie 6, P.O.
Box 38, FIN-00621 Helsinki (FT). (88) Date of publication of the international search report:

(72) Inventor; and 7 July 1994 (07.07.94)
(75) Inventor/Applicant (for US only) : WAHLSTROM, Borje

%SS/ US]; 669 Heatherwood Road, Rosemont, PA 19010
).

(74) Agent: HAROUN, Robert, M.; Cohen, Pontani, Lieber-
?ll?n & Pavane, 551 S5th Avenue, New York, NY 10176
S).

(54) Title: TWIN-WIRE FORMER WITH SIMULTANEOUS DRAINAGE SUCTION BOXES

(57) Abstract

An adjustable twin-wire gap former (10) is provided for forming a fiber web from an aqueous fiber suspension.
The twin-wire gap former is arranged so that the first (12) and second (14) coating, traveling, looped forming wires having
juxtaposed sections, which define a forming zone (16) and confine a paper web therebetween during its formation. A first
means (20) for providing suction is located adjacent the first wire fabric (12) in the forming zone (16) for draining water
from the suspension and a second means for providing suction is located adjacent the second wire fabric in the forming
zone (16). This second means (22) for providing suction is movable toward and away from the second wire (14) thus
adjusting the geometry of the forming zone (16). Preferably a central operator controls the vacuum in the suction boxes
and the pressure exerted by the boxes onto the forming fabric independently of each other.
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